
WAR RECORD OF 
FAMOUS ALBANY 
REGIMENT OF 1862 

HISTORY THAT WAS READ BY 
DR. A. B. HUESTED AT THE 
REUNION OF 100 SURVIVORS 
ON THE OCCASION OF THE 
C E L E B R A T I O N OF THE 
FIFTIETH ANNIVERSARY OF 
THE OLD 113TH REGIMENT, 
LATER KNOWN AS THE SEV
ENTH HEAVY ARTILLERY. 

AUGUST 13TH, 1912 



ON M O N D A Y , A u g u s t 19th, 
1912, one hundred s u r v i v i n g 
veterans of the Seventh 
H e a v y A r t i l l e r y , N e w Y o r k 

Vo lunteers , a n A l b a n y reg iment t h a t 
saw h a r d fighting throughout the C i v i l 
w a r , ce lebrated the f i f t i e th a n n i v e r s a r y 
of i ts o r i g i n a l o r g a n i z a t i o n as the 
113th R e g i m e n t of I n f a n t r y , N e w 
Y o r k V o l u n t e e r s . 

D r . A l f r e d B . Hues ted , t reasurer and 
h i s t o r i a n of the veterans , a t the b a n 
quet held i n the evening at Kee l e r ' s 
hote l , r e a d a h i s t o r y w h i c h was c o m 
pi led by h i m f r o m " fac ts t a k e n f r o m 
the le t ters w r i t t e n on the field toy S u r 
geon J a m e s E. P o m f r e t . " 

I t r a n t h u s : 
Comrades and F r i e n d s : 

F i f t y years ago to -day the One 
H u n d r e d a n d T h i r t e e n t h R e g i m e n t of 
N e w Y o r k State V o l u n t e e r I n f a n t r y 
left this c i t y f o r the seat of war . 

A loca l paper of A u g u s t 20, 1862, p u b 
l ished the f o l l o w i n g : 

D e p a r t u r e of the A l b a n y R e g i m e n t . 
U n t i l 10 o ' c lock yes terday m o r n i n g 

i t was supposed the reg iment would not 
leave before Wednesday , perhaps 
T h u r s d a y afternoon. A t t h a t hour , 
however, orders were issued f or the 
reg iment to move a t 6 o 'clock. W i t h 
t rue so ld ier ly a l a c r i t y , Colonel M o r r i s 
promulgated the order a n d qu ie t ly gave 
his officers to u n d e r s t a n d that there 
m u s t be no de l inquency . T h e " H e n d r i c 
H u d s o n " was te legraphed to come down 
f r o m Troy , a n d at 3 o'clock was at the 
dock w i t h two barges to t ranspor t the 
regiment. A t 6.45 o 'clock the m a r c h be
gan, and at 20 m i n u t e s past eight every 
m a n was on board . The Governor 
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communicated to Colonel M o r r i s the 
t h a n k s of the W a r department (and 
h is own) for the prompt manner i n 
w h i c h he h a d responded to the order 
to m a r c h . 

T e n t h o u s a n d m e n a n d w o m e n l i n e d 
the streets through w h i c h the r e g i 
ment passed. N o equal ly intense e n 
t h u s i a s m has m a r k e d the departure of 
a n y reg iment , since the w a r began, 
and no finer body of men ever went to 
the tented field dm any country . M a j o r 
J a m e s L . J o h n s o n , of the a d j u t a n t g e n 
e r a l department , h a d the pleasure of 
h a n d i n g t h e i r c ommiss i ons to C o l o n e l 
M o r r i s and M a j o r Springsteed, wh i l e 
the reg iment was pass ing the C a p i t o l . 
They w i l l never be dishonored by either 
of them. 

T h i s r e g i m e n t has been r e a l l y ra i sed 
i n SO days, for a l t h o u g h r e c r u i t i n g was 
a u t h o r i z e d 10 days previous ly , i t was 
not u n t i l the 18th of J u l y that r e c r u i t 
i n g w a s f a i r l y begun. W e cannot let 
th is o p p o r t u n i t y pass w i t h o u t c o m p l i 
m e n t i n g the u n t i r i n g zeal of the sev
era l w a r d committees, and our c i t i zens 
general ly . The committees have not 
fa l tered a moment , but have v ied w i t h 
each other i n the ir devotion to the 
a r d u o u s and p a t r i o t i c w o r k ass igned 
them. W i t h o u t them A l b a n y w o u l d 
have been disgraced. W i t h them she is 
h o n o r e d as the second d i s t r i c t i n t h e 
State to have sent her reg iment to the 
field, a n d w h a t these commit tees h a v e 
so nobly begun, they w i l l as nob ly fin
i sh . G i v e them 30 days more and every 
m a n cal led for f r o m the county w i l l be 
v o l u n t a r i l y enrol led i n the g r a n d a r m y 
of the U n i o n . I f this t ime can be g i v e n 
i t should be. A draf t w o u l d m a r the 
noble pos i t ion w h i c h the l o y a l n o r t h 
n o w occupies i n the eyes of E u r o p e . A 
m i l l i o n of vo lunteers i n the field to 
defend the old flag a n d to preserve 
the U n i o n wou ld be a spectacle more 
subl ime t h a n the w o r l d has ever yet 
witnessed. The reg iment was to be t o 
day at Jersey C i t y , presented w i t h a n 
elegant r e g i m e n t a l banner ordered by 
the Governor , and furn i shed w i t h the 
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latest Spr ing f i e ld muskets . The banner 
was presented here i n A l b a n y by G o v 
e r n o r M o r g a n to the reg iment i n f ront 
of h i s house on i ts w a y f r o m the b a r 
r a c k s to the boat. 

Its F i r s t Officers. 
T h e f o l l o w i n g are the officers of the 

reg iment so f a r as n a m e d : 
C o l o n e l — L e w i s O. M o r r i s . 
M a j o r — E d w a r d A . Spr ingsteed . 
A d j u t a n t — F r e d e r i c k L . T r e m a i n . 
Q u a r t e r m a s t e r — E . W i l l a r d Smith., 
S u r g e o n — D r . J a m e s E , P o m f r e t . 
A s s i s t a n t S u r g e o n s — B l a i s d e l l a n d 

N e w c o m b . 
Chapla in -—-Humphrey L . Calder . 
Sergeant -ma jo r—George H . T r e a d -

we l l . 
Q u a r t e r m a s t e r Sergeant — W i l l i a m 

Stevens. 
C o m m i s s a r y S e r g e a n t — F . E . •Scrip

ture . 
H o s p i t a l S t e w a r d — A l f r e d B . H u e s t e d . 

Line Officers. 
C o m p a n y A — C a p t a i n M u r p h y , F i r s t 

L i e u t e n a n t Sickles , Second L ieutenant -
Reed. 

C o m p a n y B — C a p t a i n Jones. F i r s t 
L i e u t e n a n t K e n n e d y , Second L i e u t e n 
ant O r r . 

C o m p a n y C — C a p t a i n M o r r i s . F i r s t . 
L i e u t e n a n t Rodgers , Second L i e u t e n a n t 
B e l l , 

C o m p a n y D — C a p t a i n MoCul l o ck , , 
F i r s t L i e u t e n a n t S c h u r r , Second L i e u 
tenant Coulson . 

C o m p a n y E — C a p t a i n M o o r e , F i r s t 
L i e u t e n a n t L o c k r o w , Second L i e u t e n 
ant M o u n t . 

C o m p a n y F — C a p t a i n B e l l , F i r s t 
L i e u t e n a n t W r i g h t , Second L i e u t e n a n t 
M u l l e n . 

C o m p a n y G — C a p t a i n S h a n n o n , F i r s t 
L i e u t e n a n t O ' H a r e , Second L i e u t e n a n t . 
B a l l . 

C o m p a n y H — C a p t a i n P r u y n , F i r s t 
L i e u t e n a n t M c E w a n , Second L i e u t e n 
ant H o b b s . 

C o m p a n y I — C a p t a i n M a g u i r e , F i r s t 
L i e u t e n a n t D u C h a r m e , Second L i e u t e n 
ant P e t t i t 
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C o m p a n y K — C a p t a i n A n a b l e , F i r s t . 
L i e u t e n a n t B a r c l a y , Second L i e u t e n a n t 
K r a n k . 

I n a l oca l paper of A u g u s t 21, 1862, 
i t was s t a t e d : 

"The One H u n d r e d a n d T h i r t e e n t h 
R e g i m e n t reached Jersey C i t y yester 
day about noon. T h e y were i m m e d i a t e 
l y prov ided w i t h Spr ingf ie ld muskets 
(the best a r m i n use) and at 5 o 'clock 
t r a n s f e r r e d to cars a n d moved off to 
W a s h i n g t o n , where they have probab ly 
a r r i v e d ere this . T h i s d i spatch is 
h i g h l y creditable to a l l concerned . " 

I t is not for me to g ive a detai led 
r epor t of i t s j ourney to W a s h i n g t o n , 
i t s ass ignment to the defences of 
W a s h i n g t o n , i t s change to the Seventh 
R e g i m e n t , N e w Y o r k H e a v y A r t i l l e r y , 
a n d i ts l i fe there for near ly two years. 
T h a t is f a m i l i a r to a l l of you. I t was 
expected when l e a v i n g the c i ty that the 
r eg iment w o u l d be sent d i rec t ly to the 
f ront , and some were disappointed be
cause of the delay i n exper ienc ing ac 
t i v e service. On M a y 15, 1864, the long 
de layed , a n d at this t ime somewhat u n 
expected, m a r c h to the f ront was be-

u n , r e a c h i n g B e l l P l a i n s on Sunday , 
where i t r e m a i n e d over M o n d a y a n d 
T u e s d a y n i g h t m a r c h e d to S p o t s y l 
v a n i a , a r r i v i n g about m i d n i g h t or 
a f ter . W e d n e s d a y a n d W e d n e s d a y 
n i g h t were spent i n f ront of the enemy 
a n d o n T h u r s d a y moved to the left of 
the l ine . A t th i s place, S p o t t s y l v a n i a , 
somet imes cal led B o R i v e r , on T h u r s 
day , M a y 19, the first experience of r ea l 
w a r w a s had. H e r e the reg iment lost 
9 k i l l e d , 60 w o u n d e d a n d 7 m i s s i n g . 
T h i s bat t le began towards n ight by the 
rebels m a k i n g a n attack on the f o u r t h 
d i v i s i o n of the Second Corps . C a p t a i n s 
M c C u l l o c k a n d M o r r i s were k i l l e d and 
C a p t a i n B e l l wounded. 

Again on the March. 
O n F r i d a y the 20th, 60 rebe l dead 

w e r e b u r i e d a n d two to three h u n d r e d 
pr i soners sent to the rear . T h a t n ight 
a, m a r c h began w h i c h lasted a l l n i g h t 
a n d a l l day S a t u r d a y u n t i l d a r k , w i t h 
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no t i m e g iven to cook even coffee. T h e 
e v e n i n g was spent d i g g i n g t renches 
a n d fighting, S u n d a y the rebels were 
d r i v e n f r o m the r a i l w a y a n d the 
M a t t a p o n y r i v e r , w h i c h was crossed. 
O n M o n d a y the 2 2nd, we m a r c h e d to 
the N o r t h A n n a r i v e r where on the 
23rd we were engaged w i t h the 
enemy, l o s i n g f o u r k i l l e d , 24 w o u n d e d 
a n d f o u r m i s s i n g . On the 25th 
L i e u t e n a n t O r r was ser ious ly w o u n d e d 
a n d d i ed on J u n e 2. O n F r i d a y the 
27th , a l l s i c k a n d w o u n d e d were seat 
to the rear , i n d i c a t i n g a move, w h i c h 
began t h a t n i g h t , a n d c o n t i n u e d a l l 
day S a t u r d a y a n d a good par t of that 
n i g h t . A stop for c a m p i n g b r o u g h t 
d i g g i n g for e n t r e n c h i n g , w h i c h was 
G r a n t ' s m e t h o d of p r o t e c t i n g his m e n 
a n d s e c u r i n g his a r m y f r o m defeat 
a n d re treat , i f a t t a c k e d . S u n d a y the 
29th dawned, b r i g h t a n d peace fu l a n d 
as our correspondent expressed i t " T o 
day is a day f o r S u n d a y to m a k e the 
h e a r t g l a d . I can i m a g i n e myse l f at 
h o m e ; the breeze jus t st irs the leaves ; 
the b i rds are s i n g i n g sweet ly ; there is 
no noise i n the streets ; the bel ls pea l 
out t h e i r notes of w a r n i n g . W h a t a 
c o n t r a s t ! I h a d to m a k e a good dea l 
of i n q u i r y to sat i s fy m y s e l f t h a t it was 
S u n d a y . L o n g l ines of m e n , mi les on 
m i l e s are co i l ed a n d wedged into the 
space of a f ew m i l e s . T h o u s a n d s a n d 
tens of thousands of b r i s t l i n g guns, 
h u n d r e d s of cannon , thousands of 
horses a n d w h o l e t owns of h o s p i t a l 
a n d s u p p l y t r a i n s . A n y t h i n g but 
S u n d a y . A n d yet t o -day thus f a r (12 
noon) not a shot has been f i red ; we 
are r e s t i n g . ' 

M a y 3 0, at n i g h t the r e g i m e n t 
w a s o r d e r e d to t a k e a line of w o r k s 
f r o m w h i c h the e n e m y h a d a n n o y e d 
us a l l day . T h e charge was m a d e i n 
g a l l a n t style , a n d the w o r k s t a k e n but 
w i t h ser ious loss. T h e records state 
24 k i l l e d , 71 w o u n d e d a n d 12 m i s s i n g . 

O n Ju ne 1 our correspondent 
states, " t h i s is a fierce hot day. T h e r e 
is one good t h i n g , we can have no 
m o r e l o n g m a r c h e s unless we are de 
feated , w h i c h does n o t seem l i k e l y . 
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F r o m t h i s po in t we s h a l l have to 
f ight our w a y to R i c h m o n d foot by 
foot. E v e r y h i l l is contested a n d 
every r o a d f o u g h t for , but we are 
s t e a d i l y a d v a n c i n g . Y e s t e r d a y we 
d r o v e the rebels f r o m the roads neces
s a r y to h o l d c o m m u n i c a t i o n w i t h o u r 
base of suppl ies at W e s t P o i n t . I find 
the officers see a great change since 
•Grant took c o m m a n d . A n order has 
t h i s m o m e n t come to be ready to 
move , a n d I just h e a r d one officer say 
to ano ther . " W h e n s h a l l we g o ? " T h e 
o ther r e p l i e d t h a t he d i d not k n o w , 
t h a t no one k n e w now w h e r e or w h e n 
they w o u l d move , as they used to. I n 
the batt le or s k i r m i s h , r a t h e r of yes 
terday , we lost 20 k i l l e d a n d 58 
w o u n d e d . I v e r y m u c h fear t h a t 
S c r i p t u r e has been t a k e n pr i soner . 
H i s t r a i n has come i n w i t h o u t h i m , 
a n d no doubt some g u e r i l l a has gob
b led h i m a n d t a k e n h i m to R i c h m o n d 
i n advance of our a r m y . 

I n L i n e of B a t t l e . 
O n the n i g h t of J u n e 1 G r a n t 

m o v e d to near Ga ines ' M i l l s , m a r c h 
i n g a l l n i g h t . T h e m o r n i n g of the 
2nd the r e g i m e n t was i n l ine of b a t 
t le , but there was v e r y l i t t l e fighting 
t h a t day. E a r l y on J u n e 3rd the b a t 
t l e opened fiercely a n d raged u n t i l 
a b o u t 10 o 'c lock, w h e n it ceased, u n 
t i l about s u n down. T h e n the rebels 
m a d e a n unsuccess fu l charge on p a r t 
of our l ines . T h e 7th made a charge 
on two l ines of b reas tworks , a n d took 
t h e m , c a p t u r i n g two brass guns, 
w h i c h they t u r n e d on the enemy, but 
t h e rebels m a d e a desperate r u s h a n d 
o u r boys h a d to come i n . I t cost us 
t e r r i b l y . I can give y o u no est imate 
o f the n u m b e r k i l l e d . O u r r eg iment 
m u s t have lost two or three h u n d r e d 
k i l l e d a n d w o u n d e d . C o l o n e l M o r r i s 
s a i d t h a t n ight , " I a m near ly gone up. 
W e have m a r c h e d a l l day a n d f ought 
a l l n ight , or m a r c h e d a l l n i g h t a n d 
f ought a l l day, s ince we j o ined G r a n t ' s 
a r m y , " a n d once I a m very m u c h 
p a i n e d to say (our last batt le before 
t h i s ) needlessly . T h e rest of the l ine 
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got orders not to go i n . T h e orders-
d id not r e a c h us i n t ime and our b r i 
gade alone c h a r g e d the rebel l ine , 
ga ined a n d h e l d the pos i t i on u n t i l 
d a y l i g h t , on ly to be o rdered back 
a g a i n . It cost us 2 4 k i l l e d a n d 5 2 
w o u n d e d . T o - n i g h t a f ter a f ight 
w h i c h m u s t have cost our a r m y 10,000 
k i l l e d a n d w o u n d e d ( i f a l l the a r m y 
f o u g h t a n d suffered as we d id ) each 
p a r t y ho lds its o w n g r o u n d . 

T h i s was the t e r r i b l e C o l d H a r b o r 
f ight. T h e r e c o r d of k i l l e d is 7 6, 
w o u n d e d 248 a n d m i s s i n g 116. E a r l y 
i n the m o r n i n g of J u n e 4 as C o l o n e l 
M o r r i s was l o o k i n g at the l ine , he was 
shot by a sharpshoo ter , a n d at five 
m i n u t e s past 1 he d ied . F o r severa l 
days there was c o m p a r a t i v e quiet for 
the Seventh r e g i m e n t . On the 7th a 
f lag of t ruce was granted , so that the 
dead a n d w o u n d e d between the l ines 
m i g h t be b u r i e d a n d succored . T h e 
g r o u n d h a d been c h a r g e d over by 
b o t h a r m i e s for two days a n d the 
dead a n d w o u n d e d lay on the field 
d u r i n g th i s t ime . C o l o n e l P o r t e r of 
the E i g h t h was k i l l e d w h i l e l e a d i n g 
a charge , a n d he lay i n p l a i n s ight of 
h is r e g i m e n t between the l ines . M a n y 
a t t e m p t s to b r i n g off h i s body f a i l e d 
u n t i l a rope was p r o c u r e d , a n d one 
m a n r u s h e d out, h i d h i m s e l f b e h i n d 
the body, w h i l e a t t a c h i n g the rope, 
t h e n r u s h e d back a n d the body was 
d r a w n in . L i e u t e n a n t s M c C l u r e a n d 
R e a d were k i l l e d on the 3d, Co lone l 
M o r r i s a n d L i e u t e n a n t B a r c l a y on the 
4th , a n d L i e u t e n a n t E v a n s on the 5th. 

T h i s was the p e r i o d w h e n the 
two a r m i e s , i n the v i c i n i t y of C o l d 
H a r b o r a n d the T y l e r H o u s e were 
l y i n g opposite each other in rifle pits , 
at d istances f r o m each other v a r y i n g 
f r o m 3 0 to 100 yards . T h e two a r m i e s 
l a y t h i s w a y f or about 10 days, a n d 
e v e r y t h i n g a p p e a r i n g above the w o r k s 
was a l m o s t sure to be h i t . 

O n l y a H a l t f o r B r e a k f a s t . 
A f t e r d a r k on the n i g h t of J u n e 12, 

G r a n t began one of his flank m o v e 
ments , by the left , s t ea l ing away f r o m 



the enemy 's f ront . O u r c o r r e s p o n d 
ent states, " o n we t r u d g e d t h r o u g h the 
w e a r y n i g h t , t r a m p , t r a m p t h r o u g h 
dense woods, t h r o u g h swamps , over 
new roads t h a t m a d e shor t cuts u n t i l 
8 o ' c lock M o n d a y m o r n i n g , the 13th, 
w h e n we h a l t e d f o r break fas t . T h e n i n 
l ine a g a i n a l o n g the m a r g i n of the 
C h i c k a h o m i n y creek, u n t i l we came 
to the C h i c k a h o m i n y r i v e r , over 
w h i c h we passed on w h a t is l a i d d o w n 
on the m a p as l o n g b r i d g e ; t h e n we 
m a r c h e d t h r o u g h a large s w a m p , 
t h r o u g h vas t woods of p r i m i t i v e oak 
a n d p ine , w e a r i l y , w e a r i l y m i l e by 
m i l e , u n t i l as we rose the crest of a 
h i l l , t i r e d , h u n g r y , covered w i t h dust 
a n d t h i r s t y , I saw g l e a m i n g i n the 
d is tance the magni f i c ent J a m e s r i v e r . " 

A r r i v e d at W i l c o x l a n d i n g the n i g h t 
of J u n e 13, a n d at n i g h t of the 14th 
expected to be f e r r i e d over the r i v e r , 
bu t i t took a l l n i g h t to get s tar ted , 
a n d not u n t i l 1 o ' c lock on the 15th d id 
the r e g i m e n t get over a n d beg in the 
m a r c h . I t was s u l t r y , the roads dusty 
a n d a l l were t i r e d , but the m a r c h 
c o n t i n u e d t i l l d a r k , on t i l l m i d n i g h t , 
a n d at the g ray d a w n , over the h i l l s , 
the spires of P e t e r s b u r g g leamed . T h e 
w a i t i n g a n d m a r c h i n g f o r two n i g h t s 
a n d a day w a s v e r y t r y i n g , a n d as i f 
t h a t was not enough the r e g i m e n t was 
p u s h e d to the f ront , to b u i l d breas t 
w o r k s . T h e m a r c h f r o m the rif le p i ts 
to the J a m e s r i v e r was r e m a r k a b l e i n 
t h a t i t was h o n o r e d w i t h the presence 
of G e n e r a l s G r a n t , M e a d , H a n c o c k 
a n d B a r n a r d of the E n g i n e e r s . 

O n the 16th a genera l a t tack was 
o r d e r e d a l o n g the l ine w h i c h was only 
p a r t l y success ful . O n the p a r t of the 
l i n e ass igned to the Seventh , i t was 
unsuccess fu l . T h e y c h a r g e d r i g h t up 
to the w o r k s , were i n the d i t c h , were 
t h e n f l a n k e d a n d o rdered to sur render , 
M a j o r Spr ings teed w i t h a p a r t of his 
b a t t a l i o n succeeded i n m a k i n g his w a y 
b a c k to the r e g i m e n t . M a j o r P r u y n 
a n d a l m o s t a l l of h is b a t t a l i o n were 
t a k e n pr i soners . A f t e r d a r k B u r n -
s ide 's corps m a d e a charge on 
the same w o r k s a n d were not d i s -



covered u n t i l they were at the w o r k s . 
T h e y took i t h a n d s o m e l y a n d 5 00 
pr i soners . L i e u t e n a n t s Y e a r s l y a n d 
M o s s were k i l l e d J u n e 16, a n d C a p 
t a i n M a g u i r e on the 22d. 

H e a v y L o s s at P e t e r s b u r g . 
T h e r e g i m e n t at th i s f i g h t lost 35 

k i l l e d , 105 w o u n d e d a n d 304 t a k e n 
pr i soners . A f t e r the assaul t at P e t e r s 
b u r g i t was r a t h e r quiet w i t h the 
Seventh , but a l m o s t d a i l y some 
w o u n d e d , k i l l e d or t a k e n pr i soners u n 
t i l the 25th of J u n e w h e n a m a r c h 
began t owards C i t y P o i n t , l e a d i n g the 
m e n to t h i n k they were to go back 
to W a s h i n g t o n , but a f ter a t i m e t u r n e d 
due n o r t h a n d crossed the A p p o m a t t o x 
r i v e r on pontoons about a n h o u r af ter 
d a r k . T h e troops r e p o r t e d to G e n 
e r a l B u t l e r , w h o sent guides, a n d we 
were o rdered to m a r c h by the l i g h t of 
fires b u i l t at s i gh t d istances a l o n g the 
t r a c k . T h i s was one of the most i n 
t e r e s t i n g m a r c h e s we ever made . 
T h e r e was no dust, i t w a s p i t c h d a r k , 
we m a r c h e d quite r a p i d l y , w o r k e v i 
d e n t l y on h a n d , a n d the red fires 
g l e a m e d , s omet imes y o u cou ld see 
one, s omet imes a dozen ahead , l i k e 
i r r e g u l a r l a m p s on a c r o o k e d streeted 
c i ty . W e were o r d e r e d to m a r c h i n 
s i lence , t h r o u g h swamps , t h r o u g h 
woods w h e r e t a l l s l i m pines t h r e w 
t h e i r o v e r h a n g i n g b r a n c h e s across the 
r o a d , 40 or 50 feet above our heads, 
i l l u m i n a t e d by the g l e a m i n g fire 
l i g h t s , — l o o k e d l i k e some s o l e m n old 
c a t h e d r a l w i t h a never e n d i n g roof. 
T h e m a r c h was due n o r t h , d i r e c t l y 
across B u t l e r ' s c o m m a n d , u n t i l we 
s t r u c k the J a m e s r i v e r at Jones ' neck . 
T h e r i v e r was crossed on pontoons, 
noiseless ly , a n d the m a r c h cont inued 
t h r o u g h a s m a l l c a m p i n the N i n e 
teenth corps , two c o m p a n i e s of w h i c h 
the rebels h a d gobb led the day be
fore , a n d w h o were i n a d i rec t range 
of a r ebe l ba t t e ry w h i c h swept the 
r i v e r a n d s h e l l e d G e n e r a l F o s t e r ' s 
h e a d q u a r t e r s . A h a l t was m a d e u n t i l 
about 4 a. m . w h e n a l ine of bat t le 
w a s f o r m e d . Soon the she l l s began 
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to buzz u n c o m f o r t a b l y a l l a r o u n d us. 
O u r corps a n d d i v i s i o n were i n the 
front , but the br igade and reg iment 
(the Seventh) were i n the second l ine 
a n d none of the r e g i m e n t h u r t . T h e 
F i r s t b r igade m a r c h e d as s k i r m i s h e r s 
a n d took a ba t t e ry of f our s p l e n d i d 
p a r r o t t guns, 20-pounders , l i m b e r s 
a n d caissons to m a t c h , w i t h the g u n 
ners w h o were u s i n g t h e m . T h e ac 
t i on lasted on ly 15 m i n u t e s w i t h on ly 
one k i l l e d a n d 21 w o u n d e d . 

T h i s was on the 27th of J u l y . The 
next m o r n i n g the l ines were advanced 
a n d the heavy guns began p o u r i n g 
for th the i r m u r d e r o u s fire. Th i s was 
the act ion at S t r a w b e r r y P l a i n s , but 
the loss f r om the reg iment w a s com
p a r a t i v e l y s m a l l . 

T r a m p e d A l l N i g h t . 
On F r i d a y night , the 29th of J u l y , the 

order came to pack up, and at 10 o'clock 
the a r m y turned i ts face south on the 
w a y to the old camp in front of P e t e r s 
burg , m a r c h i n g a l l n ight and the ear ly 
part of S a t u r d a y . The weather was hot 
a n d close and there was m u c h s t r a g 
g l ing . A s soon as we a r r i v e d before 
P e t e r s b u r g one of the most fur ious 
cannonades of the w a r commenced and 
a tremendous explosion shook the 
ground . It thundered and vol leyed a n d 
pealed and f r om where I stood I could 
see the shel ls b u r s t i n the v e r y heart 
of Pe tersburg . The troops made a 
charge a n d took the enemy's l ines but 
as has so often happened, they d id not 
ho ld them, so our hopes were aga in 
deferred. I believe the only piece of 
l ine we held is the fort itself, a n d I 
a m not sure of that even. 

A f t e r the explosion at P e t e r s b u r g on 
J u l y 30 n o t h i n g e x c i t i n g happened, and 
no move was made u n t i l F r i d a y , A u 
gust 12, when orders to break camp 
came and we began to m a r c h towards 
C i t y P o i n t . N o one knew the des t ina 
t i o n ; some guessed W a s h i n g t o n a n d 
the wise ones made no guess. I t was 
a hot, d ry m a r c h , dust so t h i c k y o u 
c o u l d not see across the road. W e n t 
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in to camp about m i d n i g h t , and at 4.30 
S a t u r d a y m o r n i n g were on the w a y 
a g a i n , go ing to the w h a r f at C i t y 
P o i n t . B o a t s were taken and by the 
midd le of the a f ternoon a l l were e m 
b a r k e d . It was soon learned we were 
on the w a y to Deepbottom, w h i c h we 
reached i n the n ight . A s before we 
were at i t by day l i ght , but not i n r ea l 
earnest. W e lost t ime. W e showed our 
s trength . W e s t ruck off to the r i g h t 
u n t i l o u r m e n were as near R i c h m o n d 
as the rebels ever were to W a s h i n g t o n . 
H o w they swarmed into the w o r k s ! 
B y e and bye came the news. Genera l 
W a r r e n had a t t a c k e d the rebels i n 
f ront of h i m a n d h a d taken a n d held, 
w i t h s m a l l loss, the W e l d o n r a i l r o a d . 
T h i s is the most i m p o r t a n t t h i n g we 
have done s ince we came here. O u r 
movement meant no th ing , it was only 
a ruse, and w h i l e we took some h u n 
dreds of pr isoners and k i l l e d two gen
erals, we lost a thousand men—300 i n 
our d i v i s i o n and about s ix i n our r e g i 
ment. (Some say 4 k i l l e d , 14 wounded 
a n d 4 missing. ) 

A s soon as i t was sure we had a large 
rebel force i n our front , and W a r r e n 
had had t ime to f o r t i f y , we began our 
preparat ions for r e t u r n i n g . The a r m y 
left Deepbottom at d a r k S a t u r d a y 
n ight and reached the old camp in 
f r ont of P e t e r s b u r g by day l i ght and 
went into c a m p . R a p i d f i r ing was soon 
h e a r d a n d before breakfast was f a i r l y 
f inished, orders to move were received, 
and a m a r c h was made to the support 
of W a r r e n , as five charges h a d been 
m a d e on h i m , to re take the railroad, 
but wi thout success, and w i t h horr ib le 
s laughter to them. 

O n M o n d a y , the 22d, the d i v i s i o n was 
ordered out to D r . Gur ley ' s , on the 
W e l d o n r a i l r o a d , to destroy it, which 
was effectively done for about 10 miles . 
T h e ties p i led i n heaps, the ra i l s put 
on these a n d fire then set to the ties, 
thus bend ing the ra i l s and m a k i n g 
t h e m useless. 
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T h e H a v o c of W a r . 
O u r correspondent w r i t e s : 
" H e a d q u a r t e r s are establ ished i n 

w h a t has been a s u b s t a n t i a l two story 
house, a n d f r o m w h a t is r e m a i n i n g , I 
s h o u l d judge a w e l l furn ished c o m f o r t 
able home. I t is n o w defaced a n d i n 
j u r e d sad ly . The m a h o g a n y sta ir r a i l 
is t o r n up a n d destroyed, the b l inds 
are gone, doors broken , a mahogany 
clothespress, a sp lendid one, is r u i n e d , 
so of tables and bureaus. I wr i t e th i s 
o n a m a h o g a n y c a r d table, one leaf 
o f w h i c h is gone, i n the par lor , on 
whose whi te w a l l s are var i ous charcoal 
i n s c r i p t i o n s : ' H u r r a h for G r a n t , for 
P r e s . A b r a h a m L i n c o l n , for V i c e . Pres . 
A n d r e w Johnson. ' The mant le , n ice ly 
m a r b l e d , is b roken , and indeed every 
t h i n g that can be broken is broken . I t 
seems to me that this is an unnecessary 
a d d i t i o n to the h o r r o r s of w a r . I t does 
no good, i t must do h a r m , a n d it g ives 
the southern people a false idea of the 
n o r t h e r n a r m y . I have not heard a n y 
officer t h a t has not condemned it." 

A f t e r des t roy ing the r a i l r o a d , some 
three mi les south of R e a m s Stat i on , a 
l i t t l e v i l l a g e of about a dozen houses, 
the troops, on the 24th, moved back to 
the defences at the v i l lage , and the 
n e x t m o r n i n g expected to move back 
f u r t h e r but d id not. It was whispered 
t h a t the enemy was around us i n force 
—two d iv is ions s t rong , our corps h a d 
on ly two d iv i s i ons present, but we 
were ins ide of in trenchments , a n d felt 
confident, but I d id not so f u l l y share 
th i s confidence. T h e place was a dead 
flat, having only one shal low gul ley , not 
deep enough for protect ion, and the de
fences were i n the shape of a horseshoe, 
contrac ted n e a r l y to c l os ing of the free 
ends. A woods came close to our l ines 
on the west, a n d the enemy were i n 
force on the s o u t h a n d west of us . 
O u r m a i n forces were some eight mi les 
away . A b o u t 10 o'clock on this T h u r s 
d a y m o r n i n g , A u g u s t 25, the rebs made 
a fe int on the south l ine of our works , 
occupied by the second d iv i s i on of our 
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corps a n d later m a d e a rea l a t tack 
o n the T h i r d B r i g a d e of our d i v i s i o n 
(to the west of o u r w o r k s ) , a n d were 
handsomely repulsed. 

I n about two hours they made a n 
o ther c h a r g e a n d were a g a i n repel led 
w i t h great s l a u g h t e r ; h a r d l y a n y loss 
on o u r side. A b o u t 10 minutes after 
five they made a t h i r d a t tack a n d i t 
was a mos t f e a r f u l one. The enemy 
emerged f r o m the woods i n f ront of 
the T h i r d and F o u r t h brigades, a n d 
n o t w i t h s t a n d i n g the grape a n d c a n i s 
ter w i t h w h i c h they were treated , w i t h 
the deadly vo l leys of m u s k e t r y , our 
m e n gave w a y i n the T h i r d B r i g a d e , 
a n d i n the end the whole pos i t ion h a d 
to be g iven u p a n d a new l ine formed. 
T h e new l ine r a n n o r t h a n d south, 
across the p ike to P e t e r s b u r g , a n d 
p a r t l y behind a woods and swamp, was 
n a t u r a l l y s t r o n g a n d the rebs did not 
a s s a i l i t . 

C h a r g i n g t h e R e b s , 
A t the t i m e of the last charge , the 

rebs opened on us w i t h heavy batteries 
a n d the woods were filled w i t h ex
p l o d i n g shells. T h e bul lets w h i s t l e d , 
the shells h u m m e d , and w i t h the w i l d 
est ye l ls the rebs charged a n d the l ine 
gave w a y i n ut ter confusion. It is said 
this is the first t ime the Second Corps 
wa,s ever d r i v e n out of e a r t h works , 
but the w o r k s were bad, the pos i t ion 
poor, and i t is said t h a t the Seventh 
N e w Y o r k I n f a n t r y gave way, i t h a v 
i n g been just filled w i t h green troops. 
O u r reg iment lost h e a v i l y i n officers. 
M a j o r Spr ingsteed is wounded , I fear 
f a t a l l y , and a pr i soner ; C a p t a i n W r i g h t 
is k i l l e d , shot an the breast, left on the 
field; C a p t a i n K e n n e d y wounded, sa id 
i n two places, a n d a pr isoner ; D a n 
O ' B r i e n wounded a n d miss ing , no doubt 
a pr i soner ; L i e u t e n a n t R e q u a and , I 
fear , one or two more . K r e p s i s u n 
h u r t ; so is M u r p h y . I t h i n k there is 
one m a j o r a n d five l ieutenants present 
w i t h the reg iment . Our reg iment cov
ered i t se l f w i t h glory. It remained in 
the w o r k s u n t i l every other reg iment 
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h a d left. G e n e r a l M i l e s was i n c o m 
m a n d of our d i v i s i o n . H e fought 
brave ly . I t was g r a n d to see H a n c o c k 
s t a n d i n g where the shells flew so 
t h i c k l y around . B u t i t was a b a d day 
for the F i r s t D i v i s i o n a n d for the Sec
ond C o r p s . T h e pos i t i on we lost was 
w o r t h n o t h i n g ; we h a d done our w o r k , 
a n d I do not see w h y we were not 
w i t h d r a w n i n the n ight , as we m i g h t 
h a v e been. 

On the 27th the corps moved back 
TO i ts old pos i t ion i n f ront of P e t e r s 
b u r g w i t h headquarters i n the house 
we have mentioned. The final report 
of losses at R e a m s Sta t i on was 7 killed, 
12 wounded a n d 83 m i s s i n g ; to ta l , 102. 
I a m g lad to be able to wr i t e that the 
Seventh d id i tse l f just ice i n our last 
fight; they fought hero i ca l ly and r e 
treated i n good order. W h e n a battery 
of l ight pieces was left by the gunners, 
L i e u t e n a n t M c C l e l l a n a n d four men of 
our reg iment m a n n e d a gun , a n d fired 
several rounds into the a d v a n c i n g rebs, 
do ing terr ib le execution. 

Regiment in the Siege. 
A f t e r the fight at R e a m s Stat ion the 

reg iment was w i t h the a r m y i n the 
siege of P e t e r s b u r g u n t i l F e b r u a r y 22, 
1865. D u r i n g the greater par t of this 
t ime, that is u n t i l i n December or J a n 
u a r y , some of our m e n were be ing 
wounded a lmost d a i l y on the l ines. T h i s 
g r a d u a l l y ceased, however, and i n 
J a n u a r y , 1865, deserters f r om the rebel 
a r m y began to come into our l ines 
almost d a i l y or ra ther n ight ly , by twos 
a n d threes, or s ixes and sevens, a n d 
peace r u m o r s began to fly about camp 
t h i c k l y . The deserters f r o m the rebels 
admit ted that the j i g was up. J a n u a r y 
16 our correspondent w r i t e s : 

"Deser ters cont inue to come i n i n 
squads. Seven came i n last n i g h t i n 
a squad, a l l old soldiers, a n d a l l sa id 
they were g l a d to get back to the old 
flag. There is no fighting on our f ront ; 
no p icket firing. One of our v idettes 
w a l k i n g out a n ight or t w o ago, was 
ha l ted a n d 'to who goes there, ' said, 
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' Y a n k . ' 'Go back, Y a n k , ' sa id J o h n n y , 
'you are too f a r out . ' 'Go back, y o u r 
self,' said Y a n k , ' y ou are too f a r out.' 
' N o , I a m not , " sa id J o h n n y , and he 
was r i g h t . Y a n k h a d to go back. O u r 
m e n and the enemy cut wood i n the 
same lot. A day or two ago one of 
the i r m e n hal looed to our men and 
asked them to lend h i m a n axe. 'Come 
and get it,' sa id o u r men . So over he 
came a n d got it a n d went back, cut h is 
wood and then r e t u r n e d w i t h the axe, 
but he sa id i t looked so we l l on our 
side of the l ine that he thought on the 
whole he w o u l d not go back and he 
d idn ' t . Y e s t e r d a y our men cut a large 
tree near the l ine a n d t r i e d to have 
it f a l l on our side, but i t f e l l the other 
way , the top r e a c h i n g near ly to the 
rebel r i f le p i t . T h e y c la imed hal f , so 
our men gave them the top l imbs a n d 
we took the but t logs." 

T h i s i s the w a y t imes went unti l , 
about F e b r u a r y 22, w h e n because of 
the severe losses the reg iment had sus
ta ined , i t was w i t h d r a w n f r o m the 
A r m y of the P o t o m a c a n d sent to g a r 
r i son F o r t M c H e n r y a t B a l t i m o r e , 
w h e r e i t r e m a i n e d u n t i l mustered out. 
i n detachments d u r i n g J u n e a n d A u 
gust , 1865. 

A f t e r the r e a d i n g of the paper , Joseph. 
L e n t y , one of the ve terans present, 
s tated that he r emembered w e l l the 
i n c i d e n t of the a b a n d o n e d l i g h t ba t 
tery a t R e a m s Sta t i on , as he w a s the 
one w h o d irected the f i r i n g of i t a t 
the rebels, a n d on a t t e m p t i n g to regain, 
our l ines, was t a k e n pr isoner . 
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