
GREEN FAMILY LETTERS 

FROM COUSIN WILLARD SELDON TO "COUSIN JOHN" - FEBRUARY 18, 
1862 

Cousin John -- I r e c i e v e d your l e t t e r of the 1 t h and was 
r e a l g l a d to hear from you I am w e l l and so i s ( O r v i l l e ? ) 
he i s w e l l and as tough as as bear. I have not heard from 

. F a t h e r s i n c e I have been here w i s h i s almost 3 months. I am 
now incamped on M e r i d i a n H i l l s 2 m i l e s from Washington.and 
as I have s a i d t h a t we was on a h i l l and we have a s p l e n d i d 
view of the c o u n t r y around us. The c i t y of Georgetown and 
the b e a u t i f u l c i t y of Washington and t h a t n o b l e r i v e r the 
Potomac l i e s i n p l a i n view as i t winds i t s way i n grandeur 
a l o n g the p i c t u r e s q u e l a n d scape and i n i t s banks as f a r as 
you can see My eyes r e s t on a p l a c e where r e b e l p i c k e t s v e r y 
o f t e n come. I t i s i n the s a c r e d s o i l of V i r g i n i a i t i s 
where C o l o n e l E l l s w o r t h was k i l l e d so you can see t h a t i f we 
was put i n motion t h a t i n one day we should meet the f o e . 
John our Army a r e the A u s t r i a n R e b e l s and t h e y are good a t 
s h o o t i n g i r o n . I have been out s h o o t i n g today and by the by 
I do not want you t o d i r e c t your l e t t e r s i n c a r e of C o l o n e l 
D a v i s f o r he has r e s i g n e d . D i r e c t to ( ? ) W.M.S. Washington 
D.C. 85th Reg. N.Y. Co. H, i s a l l t h a t you want to do a l l 
of the r e g i m e n t s i n our B r i g a d e has march and i t i s s a i d 
t h a t we s h a l l go b e f o r e the end of the week and I guess t h a t 
we s h a l l you must w r i t e a l o n g e r l e t t e r the n e x t time you 
w r i t e t o me I was g l a d to hear from you but you d i d not 
cover h a l f a s h e e t of paper John I j u s t been to r o l l c a l l 
and i t i s now h a l f p a s t 8 and I w i l l have to e x t i n g u i s h the 
l i g h t so I s h a l l have to h a l t w i t h o u t ? b e f o r e l o n g . -1 _ 
suppose t h a t you are e n j o y i n g y o u r s e l f t h i s w i n t e r and I _ 
have got to s t a y here and do as b e s t I can but I must r i g h t 
f a c e and shout as I was b e f o r e are have l o t s of f u n . You 
must know L u c i u s Campbell says t h a t i f you w i l l w r i t e to him 
he w i l l answer i t . My time i s now gone and so good e v e n i n g . 
T h i s - your c o u s i n , W i l l a r d M. S e l d o n . John Green. 

FROM LEVI D. GREEN ( ? ) TO DEAR PARENTS — AUGUST 13, ???? . |#£>3 
C - \ T Y \ P K>-ê r<" WV L\ MM •> a y • 1; 

Camp Barz ( ? ) Washington, D.C. Dear P a r e n t s I once more i | 
have the p l e a s u r e of d r o p i n g a few l i n e s to you. I am w e l l y .* 
today and i n good h e a l t h and I hope t h i s w i l l f i n d . y o u t h e 
same. W e l l ma i n t h i s box you w i l l f i n d a navy ( ? ) p i s t o l 
w i t c h I want you t o take good c a r e of f o r me t h e r e i s f i v e 
l o a d s i n i t t e l l pa t o put i t t o g e t h e r and shoot i t of I 
don't want you t o l e t any one t a k e i t at a l l t h i s from your 
son, r i t e soon 



FROM LEVI D. GREEN TO "DEAR FATHER AND MOTHER" - OCTOBER 6, 
1862 
dear f a t h e r and mother and a l l I am w e l l and i n good h e a l t h , 
i have been t o B l a c k Watter we went on a f o r c e march. I 
want you to save your buckwheat. I saw a man t h a t had h i s 
l e g shot o f f next to h i s body. 

I have been t o meney a p l a c e where the sesesh once l i v e d 
happa but now they have gone to s p o i l the un i o n . 

Send me some stamps. Send your l e t t e r s F o r t r e s s Monroe car e 
Capt. Hakes Co. E 190 Regt. L e v i D. Green. 
I would l i k e d r i n k from our s p r i n g once more have my gun 
lad e up. M a r v i n i s w e l l . 

FROM LEVI D. GREEN TO "DEAR MOTHER" - OCTOBER 29, 1882 

Dear Mother I r e c e i v e d your l e t t e r of the 21 and was g l a d 
to hear t h a t you was w e l l I am w e l l and so i s M a r v i n you 
s a i d t h a t you wanted to send some t h i n g s to us we would l i k e 
them v e r y w e l l you need not send eney boots I have got a 
p a i r send them g l o v e s I want l o n g w r i s t send them by male 
p o s t road put a on them and send them put the tobacco 
i n above. Now Pa I want you to p a r k some of the money t h a t 
I sent home you must not spend a l l so t h a t you w i l l have 
some money to buy hay. L. D. Green Esq. I r e c e i v e d 12 
stamps ( a drawing i s e n c l o s e d t i t l e d "bushwacker," 
" R e b e l l i o n i s p l a d e o ut," and "your o l d gray r e b e l s d r i v i n g 
home." 

FROM LEVI D. GREEN TO MOTHER - NOVEMBER 7, 1862 

Camp Thorp S u f f o l k VA Good morning mother I r e c i e v e d your 
l e t t e r and g l a d was t o hear t h a t you are a l l w e l l and i n 
good h e a l t h . I am w e l l and so i s M a r v i n . M a r v i n has gone 
up R i v e r t o get h i s boat payed. He has been to the gard 
house. He was absent from r o l l c a l l . He came out l a s t 
n i t e . I want you to send me a pare of boots f o r they w i l l 
c o s t seven or e i g h t d o l l e r s here and a box of t h i n g s . 
D i r e c t your box to L. D. Green Co. C (E?) 136 Regt i n care 
of Capt. Hakes F o r t r e s s Monroe. I want you to w r i t e and 
t e l l how much buckwheat you had and how many p o t a t o e s you 
had how many beans how much hay you have got i f you have not 
sent me some money you had b e t t e r send i t or I w i l l come and 
bust your s h i t t e r you must send me 5 d o l l e r s as soon as you 
get t h i s and I w i l l send 24 or 30 about new y e a r s so good by 
f o r now. L. D. Green. 

FROM LEVI D. GREEN TO DEAR FATHER - NOVEMBER 19, 1862 

S u f f o l k , Camp Thorp. Dear f a t h e r I am w e l l an i n good 



h e a l t h a l l but i n f o o t t h a t i s so s o r e t h a t I c a n t but j u s t 
walk. Marvin i s w e l l he has gone t o f o r t nansemond. our 
r e g t was o r d e r e d out l a s t n i g h t t o march but t h e y d i d not 
go. I can hear the canon r o a r t oday a t to B l a c k w a t t e r l i k e 
h e l l . I hope the Rebs w i l l get whipped to h e l l . I f I was 
t h e i r I would run them t o h e l l i f I c o u l d . I t h i n k I c o u l d 
do my p a r t . Pa, I want you t o f e e d my c a l v s and lamb a l l 
they can e a t . I want you to get me a p a i r of b o o t s under 8 
and send them to me. And a box of s t u f f . I want you to do 
i t . I want you t o get me a p a i r of g l o v e s and send I want 
you to send i t as soon as you can. W r i t e to me when you 
send he box so t h a t I can t e l l when the box w i l l get here 
and some d r i e d f r u i t some b u t t e r cake honey put i t i n a box 
and s e a l i t up so i t cant run out. L e t i t be the f i r s t work 
t h a t you do. I want you to w r i t e o f t e n . I have not heard 
from you i n a 1 s h i t on i t . When you get w r i t e soon. L. D. 
Green 

FROM LEVI D. GREEN TO DEAR BROTHER - DECEMBER 10, 1862 ^ 

Camp Thorp, S u f f o l k , VA. Dear b r o t h e r I r e c e i v e d your 
l e t t e r day b e f o r e y e s t e r d a y and was v e r y g l a d t o hear from 
you and to hear t h a t you was w e l l . I am w e l l a t p r e s e n t and 
hope th e s e few l i n e s w i l l f i n d you the same. M a r v i n i s w e l l 
at p r e s e n t and i s as f a t as a hog he has g a i n e d 9 pounds he 
weigh 169 pounds he i s not more than 100 rods from our camp, 
we have had q u i t e a l i n e moving our camp we have moved about 
one m i l e on the o t h e r s i d e of t h e c i t y i n a more h e a l t h y 
p l a c e and b e t t e r water than we used to have. I suppose you 
have seen an account of t h a t s k i r m i s h at b l a c k water our 
Regament was down t h e r e at the time of the f i g h t but d i d not 
go i n t o a c t i o n f o r the Rebels s k e d a d d l e d so we c o u l d not get 
a chance to t r y our s i l v e r but i f we had been o r d e r e d to the 
f r o n t we were ready t o go i n t o them f u l l r e g we took 22 
p r i s o n e r s 9 horses 50 of them was k i l l e d but we heard t h a t 
i t i s not so we are encamped near the 85 and P. L e r n 
B a r z e l l a Seldon and every day I seen S i d Crombal and Run 
Laraby ( S a r a b y ? ) and Hale D a r l i n g and Newell Brown and L o t 
C a l l i n o and a l l the boys they l o o k tough and h e a r t y . t h e r e 
i s l o t s of r a b b i t s out here we see l o t s of them e v e r y day 
when we go out on f a t i g u e I want you to w r i t e as soon as you 
get t h i s and send me a stamp i n mine. T h i s from L e v i D. 
Green E n c l o s e d p l e a s e f i n d two r i n g s from M a r v i n 

FROM LEVI D. GREEN TO "DEAR BROTHER" - DECEMBER 31, 1862 

"Camp S u f f o l k , Dear B r o t h e r , I t i s New Years Eve t o n i g h t 
and I thought I would w r i t e a few l i n e s to you, t o pass away 
the t i me. I'm w e l l at p r e s e n t and hope these few l i n e s w i l l 
f i n d you the same. I'm s t i l l i n S u f f o l k , I r e c e i v e d your 
l e t t e r Monday but I was d e t a i l e d t o go on p i c k e t . So I d i d 
not get a chance t o answer i t sooner. 

"The Rebels are g e t t i n g p r e t t y c l o s e to us, t h e y drove i n 



our p i c k e t s l a s t n i g h t and they have drove them i n b e f o r e 2 
or 3 times but never h u r t a g r e a t many of our p i c k e t s , we 
have had another t r i p to B l a c k w a t e r . I t e l l you they was 
not more than 3 m i l e s from our camp we had to double q u i c k 
i t f o r 2 or 3 m i l e s , some of our men were wounded i n the 
s k i r m i s h and they l a y a l o n g the r o a d . 

"One of our c a l v e r y men was wounded i n the l e g . In one 
house where was 2 wounded men, 1 was a Reb e l , 1 was Union. 
We took 15 or 20 p r i s o n e r s , among them was a Rebel C a p t a i n , 
he was a b i g over grown s t r a p p i n g f e l l o w , he was d r e s s e d i n 
the B u t t e r n u t Brown so common i n s e c e s s i o n , we d i d not get 
any of our regiment h u r t and came i n t o camp r e j o i c i n g , but 
we s h o u l d have l i k e d i t a g r e a t d e a l b e t t e r i f we c o u l d have 
f i r e d about 40 rounds at them Co. B, F and E were thrown 
o u t r i g h t r i g h t under t h e r e nose f o r advanced s k i r m i s h e r s we 
c o u l d p l a i n l y hear them g i v e the o r d e r s when they came 
around to change the r e l i e f . We c o u l d hear them chop t r e e s 
a c r o s s the road and even hear them cough. They ought to 
have had a b l u e p i l l f o r t h e i r cough. I rec o n t h a t seed 
t h a t you spoke about was a persimmon seed the f r u i t i s 
d e l i c i o u s when i t i s r i p e , p l a n t i n the s p r i n g i n the garden 
where i t i s r i c h . You wanted t o know who t h a t was t h a t 
wrote my l e t t e r s , i t i s one of my bunkmates W. E. Smith by 
name. When you w r i t e a g a i n put i n another stamp, f o r I 
ca n ' t get h o l d of any here v e r y w e l l , we were mustered f o r 
pay today t h a t makes 4 months pay due me. No more w r i t e 
soon. T h i s from your B r o t h e r , L e v i D. Green. 

" D i r e c t t o L. D. Green Co. E 130th Reg. T N Y L V S u f f o l k VA 
c/o Capt. W. Hakes By the way of F o r t r e s s Monroe. Goodbye 
John D i r e c t as I have w i t h you. Marvin i s w e l l and sends 
h i s b e s t r e s p e c t s t o you, I most f o r g o t about him. L. G." 

FROM LEVI D. GREEN TO DEAR FATHER - JANUARY 6, 1863 

S u f f o l k , VA. Dear f a t h e r . I am w e l l and so i s Ma r v i n our 
r e g t has not l e f t t h i s p l a c e and I dont t h i n k I s h a l l . I 
have not heard from you i n a q u i e t w h i l e . I have got 4 
months pay coming t o me i t s h a l l be 52 d o l l a r s . I s h a l l get 
i t i n a week or two I t h i n k our Regt went out t o B l a c k Water 
l a s t week we had not got 3 m i l e s from camp when we run on t o 
them one of our men got s h o t . I want you to get some 
stamps and send t o me f o r I want t o send some money to you. 
I am twenty one t h a t s h a l l not s t o p me from s e n d i n g you 
money pa. I want you to r a i s them c a l v s f o r me I s h a l l 
want them when I come home I want you to r i t e and t e l l me 
i f you have l e t the b i g s t e a r s go t e l l Nelson t h a t I have 
to hunt the Rebs as he does R a b i t s I have ben an gard where 
I c o u l d see the f i r e t o the Rebs p o s t s when they was on 
g a r d . t e l l Eelmer i would l i k e t o see him and Alm i n a to I 
would l i k e t o see Uncle A r n e l and Nelson t e l l C l a r k t o k i s s 
my ass and l e t my t r a p s e t i n the mud I c o u l d pack him to 
h e l l and back Pa you see t h a t I have some stamps f o r I want 
to send the money home I w i l l send so i t to you as soon as 



I g et i t r i t e soon. t h i s from your son L. D. Green 

LEVI D. GREEN TO DEAR BROTHER JOHN - MARCH 9, 1863 

Camp S u f f o l k , VA Dear b r o t h e r I am w e l l at p r e s e n t and I 
hope you are the same. I have not heard from i n some time I 
s h a l l send my l i k e n e f s and I want you to send me yours i t 
w i l l not c o s t you more than 10 c e n t s t o send i t you must not 
f o r g e t i t I have j u s t come from town. The 177 Regt has 
gone from here they are a g o i n g t o N o r t h C a r o l i n a We have 
not had a march i n some time i t has been so muddy. the rebs 
s t a y s on the o t h e r s i d e of the B l a c k Water t h e r e was 8 
k i l l e d 21 wounded i n our Regt the b a t t l e l a s t e d 3 o ' c l o c k i n 
the morning u n t i l 2 o ' c l o c k i n the a f t e r noon. the rebs 
f e l l back i n t o the woods and then the I n f a n t r y had t o charge 
on the B a t t e r y we was drove back 3 times they s h o t grape 
i n t o us we got up so c l o s e to t h e i r mother e a r t h as they 
c o u l d get they would r a i s up shout and f a l l t o t h e i r mother 
e a r t h they shot sum of the harp. t h e y f e l l back 4 m i l e s and 
l a y i n ambush we went i n a f t e r them the 13 I n d i a n a r e g t was 
a hed of our r e g t they went i n t o them l i k e men our men 
opened t h e i r B a t t e r y i n t h e rebs and i n they went over the 
r i v e r at a ( d a r k of a r a t e ? ) then we come i n t o camp. T h e i r 
was one man t h a t had h i s have r s a c k s h o t o f f h i s back w i t h a 
s h e l l he t h o t t h a t he c o u l d eat a l l the bred he had h i m s e l f 
he d i d not ask n o t h i n g of the Rebs We got i n t o camp a t 
mi d n i g h t I was about gon up. M a r v i n d i d not go w i t h us He 
was over t o the Regt when we l e f t S u f f o l k but they c o u l d see 
the f l a s h of the guns I w i l l c l o s e by a s k i n g you to w r i t e 
soon. L. D. Green t o John S. Green you must make o l d 
l a e r n s ( ? ) hump. yo u r s w i t h r e s p e c t L. D. Green t o John S. 
Green Esq . w r i t e soon i f you p l e a s L. D. Green 

FROM LEVI D. GREEN TO DEAR MOTHER - APRIL 23, 1863 

Camp S u f f o l k , VA. Dear mother r e c i e v e d your l e t t e r and was 
g l a d to hear from home once more I am w e l l an so i s Marvin 
we are h a v i n g a hard time hear the re b s have a come to take 
the p l a c e they come here the 11 and have ben hear ever 
s i n c e t h e y shot at our boys when th e y are i n Camp the b a l l s , 
come i n t o our bunks one come i n t o our bunk i t come through 
the dome ( c l e a r ? ) the rebs are s h o u t i n g today i n t o our 
camp today they have k i l l e d some of our boys i n camp you 
have heard of the b a t t l e a t the d e s e r t e d farm I was i n the 
f r a y M a r v i n was not i n the f r a y we s t a r t e d from camp at 12 
o c l o c k at n i t e and go t o the d e s e r t e d farm at 3 o c l o c k the 
rebs opened t h e i r b a t t e r y upon us and our men d i d the same 
the b a t t l e l a s t e d 11 hours we come o f f the be s t our l o s s i n 
our r e g t was 8 k i l l e d 23 wounded Some of the boys had an 
arm shot o f f Capt T u l l e n was k i l l e d a canon b a l l s t r u c k him 
i n the c h e s t i t t o r e him a l l to b i t s t h e r e was one i n our 
Company t h a t the rebs got they s e n t him t o Richmond he i s to 
lame now I want you to w r i t e and t e l l me i f you have l o s t 
much of your s t o c k I w i l l send you some money Soon mother 



you do not d i r e c t your l e t t e r r i t e I w i l l t e l l you w r i t e 
soon L D. Green Co E 180 Regt S u f f o l k VA i n c a r e of Capt. 
W. Hakes 

FROM LEVI D. GREEN TO DEAR MOTHER - MAY 30, 1863 

Camp S u f f o l k , VA Dear Mother I r e c i e v e d y o u r s of the 20 
and g l a d was I to hear from you and to hear you ware w e l l 
and i n good h e l t h I am w e l l and so i s Marvin I have j u s t 
come from the f o r t , today i s Sunday and we do not have t o 
work today some of the boys i s on gard I want you to r i t e 
and t e l l me i f you have get t h a t b r a s s t h a t I se n t home w i t h 
the b a t t l e p r i n t e d on i t and Company and r e g t i f you have 
got i t . I want you t o keep i t f o r me u n t i l I come home I 
have se n t you some songs you must keep them to I am g o i n g t o 
send a map of our company I have t o pay one d o l l a r f o r i t i t 
has got a c a v e l r y charge on the s e n t e r and a l l the names of 
the boys i n our company you must g e t a frame made and put i t 
i n i t get Ed to do i t . i t i f he w i l l do as mutch as t h a t I 
reckon w r i g h t smart I heard t h a t S l i n g l a n d g i r l was w i t h 
pup or some o t h e r t h i n g had happened to the g i r l . t e l l dave 
to go t o h i s Company the ' l a s e y pup t e l l Nelson to keep up a 
good s t i f f upper l i p and he w i l l l i v e out h i s a l o t t e d days 
I wished he c o u l d have been hear when the r e b s ware hear 
they shout r i t e a t us the rebs l e f t i n a m i t y g r a t e h u r r y 
We found a rebs hand t h a t had been shot o f f w i t h a p i e c e of 
a s h e l l wheet i s a l l hecked out a p p l e s as l a r g e as hen 
eggs. No more at p r e s e n t w r i t e soon. L. D. Green 

FROM LEVI D. GREEN TO DEAR BROTHER - JUNE 22, 1863 

S u f f o l k , VA. Dear B r o t h e r Not h a v i n g heard from you i n 
more than a month I thought I would w r i t e once more and see 
i f I c o u l d not g e t some word from home, I am w e l l a t 
p r e s e n t and hope th e s e few l i n e s w i l l f i n d you the same I 
am s t i l l i n S u f f o l k and I don't know when we w i l l be moved 
but I hope not v e r y soon I want you to send me your 
l i k e n e f s as soon as you can put a paper around i t and a 
stamp on i t and d i r e c t i t and i t w i l l come a l l s t r a i g h t and 
I w i l l send you money enough to pay a l l expenses when I get 
p a i d send me t h a t l i t t l e one you had l a s t summer. I don't 
see what i s g e t t i n g i n t o you you don't w r i t e as o f t e n as you 
d i d b e f o r e you went to s c h o o l . I guess them g i r l s t ake up 
your a t t e n t i o n m o s t l y you s a i d you would w r i t e o f t e n but you 
don't w r i t e as o f t e n as you used t o I want you t o send me 
some stamps I am g o i n g to draw my pay i n a few days and 
then I w i l l send you some money to get some f o r I ca n ' t buy 
any i n t h i s p l a c e . i t i s warm here y e t i t r a i n e d y e s t e r d a y 
and l a s t n i g h t i t r a i n e d our bunk most f u l l but we l a i d on 
p i l e s and d i d not g e t wet we l a y on boards s p l i t out of 
cedar we s p l i t them o u r s e l v e s most of the lumber used here 
i s s p l i t l i k e s t a v e s but l o n g e r and wider t h e r e i s p l e n t y 
of w i l d geese and duck here i n Nansemond R i v e r E v e r y time I 
go on p i c k e t I see thousands of them i f you was here you 



u v-n- t h e r e i s p l e n t y of R a b b i t s 
c o u l d make your l i v i n g h u n t i n g t h e r e * b e a r s i n 

here t o l i t t l e g r ey o n e * ^here i s P i W i l l i a m I have 
the swamps about t h r e e m i l e s from here t Q 

not f o r g o t how t o hay i t y e t I y o u b e sure and send 
t h e r e t o make sugar i n the s p r i n g w i t h y°«J"\* • m y 
t h a t l i k e n e f s t o me and I w i l l send mine t o you i n B7 
u n i f o r m gun and a l l I can't t h i n k of any more t o w r i t e t h i s 
time so good Bye w r i t e soon t h i s from your b r o t h e r L e v i 
Green to John Green w r i t e soon i f you p l e a s e t h i s from L e v i 
E n c l o s e d f i n d two persimmons seeds L. D. Green 

FROM LEVI D. GREEN TO DEAR MOTHER - DATE UNKNOWN (But L e v i 
and Marvin were a t White House L a n d i n g i n J u l y , 1863) 
Sunday, 28th , White House L a n d i n g Dear mother I r e c i e v e d 
your l a s t n i g h t and g l a d was I t o hear from you and to hear 
you was w e l l I am w e l l and so i s M a r v i n he has come back to 
the company he has been w i t h us some time we l e f t o l d 
S u f f o l k and went to York town and from t h e i r we s t a r t e d f o r 
Richmond n we have got most up t h e i r 

I was i n a f i g h t l a s t week a t the B l a c k Water t h e i r was 2 
k i l l e d i n our Regt one from Co A one from Co. C one wounded 
i n Co # one i n Co B I have been i n 3 f i g h t and I hope t h a t 
I w i l l not see any more f o r the r e s t of my time I must s t o p 
t h i s time I have not got my money 

I have not got my pay as soon as I get i t I w i l l send you 
some W r i t e soon t h i s from your son L. D. G. 

When t h i s you see, Remember me a l t h o you see me n o t . 

FROM MARVIN GREEN TO DEAR BROTHER - AUGUST 11, 1883 

Camp a t Manassas J u n c t i o n Dear b r o t h e r I r e c i e v e d your 
l e t t e r l a s t n i g h t and g l a d I was t o here from you I am w e l l 
and so i s L e v i and I hope t h i s w i l l f i n d you the same w e l l 
S t e r n s you s a i d t h a t you had worked 3 months and had got 3 
months to work W e l l I am g l a d t h a t your are a d o i n g so w e l l 
as you are I w i s h t h a t I had n o t h i n g mroe to do than to 
work ev e r y day on a farm I would t h i n k t h a t I was f e d and 
hapy but I w i l l s t a n d i t i f I can f o r we have got o n l y 2 
y e a r s l o n g e r t o s t a y i n the army We are a h a v i n g good t i m e s 
now a l l we have t o do i s d r i l l w i t h the saber and do our 
guard duty but when we are on a march then i s when the p i n c h 
comes but now we are t r a n s f e r e d i n t o C a v e l r y and now we can 
r i d e and S t e r n s i f you ever e n l i s t I want you t o e n l i s t i n t o 
c a v e l r y f o r you c o u l d never s t a n d to march on f o o t but you 
I t l t 2? h e n l l S ^ a t f 1 1 i f y ° U C a n d o a g o o d d e a l b e t t e r t o 7

r i , ° ; e and work on a farm f o r 10 d o l l e r s per month f o r 
n-«,T?2 t 0 S p e n d s o m u t c h f o r t h i n g s t h a t you don't 
nead t h e r e i s so many p e d l e r s here t h a t you ca n ' t har s t e p 
w i t h o u t s t e p p i n g on them and a n o t h e r t h i n g i s t h a t y have 
b e t t e r t h i n g s t o eat than we do and i t i s cooked so t h a t you 



can eat i t so you see I would g i v e f i v e d o l l a r s f o r one good 
meal no b e t t e r than you have e v e r y day w e l l S t e r n s I don't 
t h i n k of a n y t h i n g more t h i s time so good By f o r t h i s t i m e , 
t h i s i s from M a r v i n Green t o John S t e r n s Green 



FROM LEVI D. GREEN TO DEAR MOTHER - SEPTEMBER 20, 1863 

Camp near B u l l Run Dear Mother I r e c i e v e d your Ever 
welcome l e t t e r L a t k n i g h t - i t found me w e l l and Tough and I 
hope t h i s w i l l f i n d you the same. Marvin was q u i t e w e l l 
l a s t k n i g h t He i s q u i t e smart t h i s morning he had a bad 
c o l d he was on guard and i t r a i n e d a l l k n i g h t So he get wet 
I t h i n k he w i l l g e t smart soon I want you to send t h a t 
spoon back to me I f o r g o t to t a k e i t out of the p o c k e t you 
can send i t by male I don't know how to get a l o n g w i t h out 
i t . We sent some p l a n k road to pa h a l f a p l u g the name of 
i t i s Navy. Tobaco the new p a n t s i s f o r b i l l and the over 
coa t t h a t has no cape i s f o r b i l l the red s h i r t i s f o r 
Lorenzo and the w h i t e one i s f o r pa i f he wants i t And the 
over coat w i l t h a cape the new d r e s s coat i s f o r W i l l i a m . 
R o s a l i n d you say t h i n k s t h a t I am, pops best boy. She wants 
me to ? then o l d t i t s of ? Would i f I was t h e i r you say 
S t e r n s and she don't h i t c h I hear t h a t she i s m a r r i e d She 
had b e t t e r l o o k out f o r me I am q u i t e c o l t i s h we can get i t 
p l e n t y of meat f o r our bat i n Washington f o r 25 c e n t s some 
of the boys has got b e r n t i n the f r a z w a l l I have j u s t got 
back from d r i l l I had 'to d r i l l ? LLQUXS—atujnounting and 
'^TsliolIh^tlTTl ,"TT~~have got a s o r r e l hors Marvin has got a b l a c k 
hors 

R i d e r a bay V. L. R i d e r a b l a c k ma I want you to w r i t e 
o f t e n and l e t me know how you g e t a l o n g . S t e r n s what do 
you l i v e f o r and what are you up to are you a p a c k i n g p a r k i n 
R o s a l i n d a r s e or what are you about w r i t e and l e t me know 
can you shoot a chipmunk woodchuck I can not and i f you can 
you can do more t h i n g s than I would l i k e to be a t home t o 
d r i l l you i n the i n f a n t r y w e l l our r e g t was n e a t l y d r i l l e d 
i n the Manual of Arms we hve been t r a n s f e r e d i n C a v a l r y you 
must d i r e c t L. D. Green Washington D.C. Co. E 19 N. Y. 
C a v a l r y and i t w i l l come s t a t e t r y and see i f i t don't come 
I w i l l , pay the w i s k e y i f I had a good d r i n k . I t h i n k i t 
would make my b i g t o s w i t c h l i k e the o l d bay I c o u l d f i g h t 
b e t t e r than I c o u l d w i t h out i t No more t h i s time w r i t e 
soon . 

s o r r e l hors Marvin has got 
^ C a r t o " n C a n l i ] has got a ^ g r a y horse D_aniel Tompkins has tfv/£^ 

rone n o r s a ^ ( W i l l iam Reikom has a b l a c k horse R o b e r t — v - r f * * * ^ 

John I w i l l send you a p l a t e w i t h your name 
Co. E 19 N.Y. C a v a l r y Washington, D.C. 

L e v i D. Green 

Robert R i d e r and I are cooks - when we was w i t h the hed 
q u a r t e r s Army of the Potomac we had good times we c o u l d see 
O r v i l l e very day G e n e r a l Mead i s a t a l l man h i s eyes are 
l i k e t h a t of F a l k ( ? ) Sharp. 

When t h i s you see remember me 
A l l though you see me not 



FROM LEVI D. GREEN TO "DEAR FRIEND" - SEPTEMBER 22, 1863: 

"Dear F r i e n d John I now s e a t m y s e l f t o w r i t e a few l i n e s t o 
you t o l e t you know t h a t I am w e l l and hope t h i s w i l l f i n d 
you. I r e c e i v e d your k i n d l e t t e r and was g l a d t o hear from 
you and t o hear t h a t you are w e l l and at home I am w e l l a l l 
but a l a r g e b i l e on my arc e I c a n ' t r i d e on a horse the boys 
are o f f d r i l l i n g t h e y d r i l l one hour w i t h the saber then 2 
hours on the h o r s e s I want you t o w r i t e and l e t me know i f 
them boots has got home or not and what you have dun w i t h 
t h a t money i f you have got i t you may g i v e i t t o pa w r i t e 
and l e t me know i f he i s i n need of i t i f he i s l e t him have 
i t i f not hang on t o i t . I se n t you a p l a t w i t h your name 
on i t . M a r v in has got w e l l and i s smart. W r i t e soon. L. 
D. Green. ( Z i l p a h Green) Send me some t e a i n your next 
l e t t e r , some green t e a to make a cup." 

MARVIN GREEN TO DEAR PARENTS - NOVEMBER 20, 1863 

Camp near Brandy S t a t i o n Good E a v e n i n g Dear p a r e n t s I t h i s 
E a v e n i n g take my p e n s a l i n hand t o r i t e you a few l i n e s . We 
are a l l w e l l t o n i g h t and hope t h i s w i l l f i n d you the same. 
W e l l pa and ma L e v i and I have l e f t t he regiment. We are i n 
a B a t t e r y of a r t i l l e r y we are on detached S e r v i c e We don't 
have t o stand on p i c k e t nor we don't have t o go i n t o so 
many B a t t l e s . We expect our pay e v e r y day but I dont know 
when we w i l l g e t i t . 1 But I hope soon f o r I want to send 
some to you. W e l l pa I w i l l t e l l t h a t the army of the 
potomac i s now a l a y i n g s t i l l t h e y are not d o i n g mutch i f 
any t h i n g . Now I want you when you d i r e c t l e t t e r s t o us to 
d i r e c t them t o M a r v i n Green B a t t e r y K. 1 U.S. ARTILLERY 
Washington D.C. now don't f o r g e t t o r i g h t . I w i l l have to 
c l o s e By s a i n g good n i g h t t h i s from Marvin Green t o E r a s t u s 
and Z e l p h a Ann. 

D i r e c t t o B a t t e r y K. 1 U n i t e d S t a t e s A r t i l l e r y Washington 
D.C. have S t e r n s d i r e c t your l e t t e r s f o r you. L. D. Green 
to E r a s t u s Green I s h a l l get my pay soon 

FROM LEVI D. GREEN TO DEAR MOTHER - NOVEMBER 25, 1863 

S u f f o l k Dear mother I r e c e i v e d your l e t t e r t o n i g h t and 
g l a d was I to hear from home once more. I am w e l l and so i s 
M a r v i n . I have not got my pay. I d o n ' t know when I s h a l get 
i t when I do I w i l l send you som money. Marvin never was so 
f a t i n h i s l i f e as he i s now t h e i r i s not mutch news about 
the war i n t h i s p l a c e . t h e i r i s no l a r g e gun i n t h i s p l a c e , 
the r e bs have g i v e us 3 days to l e a v e the p l a c e i n . I want 
you to ta k e good c a r e of my c a l v s and lamb. I am as hot as 
I can be I have had my coat o f f a l l day I have got 4 c o a t s 
I do not want but one r i t e soon. Yours w i t h r e s p e c t . L. D. 
Green 

( L i t t l e d rawing) C a p t i o n says What the Rebs say L. C. can't 



s t a n d t h i s shot s h o t . I w i l l r u n . (under p i c t u r e ) he s h i t 
on h i s f o o t . the u n i o n man says I w i l l g i v e you h e l l i n the 
a r s e I w i l l shoot a l l s e s e s h men on you. 

Dear b r o t h e r - you are w e l l and so am I want you t o feed my 
c a l v s good and l a y my t r a p up f o r me and t e l l Elmer to whip 
Frank l i k e the o l d boy and I w i l l g i v e a cent . Yours w i t h 
o d i t y L.D.G. 

Be l o v e d c o u s i n N e l s o n I am happy t o hear t h a t you are on 
the e a r t h From your c o u s i n L.D.G. Yours w i t h ? 

C l a r k the Ped. wag your ass f o r t h a t t r a p (50 c e n t s ) I t h i n k 
you f i n g e r your ass to mutch - y o u r s w i t h mutch r e s p e c t L. 
D. Green to C l a r k t h e r P e d l e r . b i l f o r Smith j o b 

M. W. GREEN TO DEAR BROTHER - JANUARY 25, 1864 

Warrenton Dear b r o t h e r We r e c i e v e d your k i n d l e t t e r l a s t 
n i g h t and was g l a d t o here from you. We are b o a t h w e l l a t 
p r e s e n t and hope t h i s w i l l f i n d you the same. W e l l s t e r n s 
we are a t Warenton y e t -and we are hav i n g good times f o r 
s o l d i e r s . S t e r n s the pen t h a t I s t a r t e d t h i s w i t h was some 
l i k e a Bob s l e d but now I am r i t i n g w i t h one t h a t c o s t 6 
d o l a r s . i t i s one t h a t I have bored j u s t t o r i t e t h i s 
l e t t e r . W e l l S t e r n s you may t e l l herk h a l l f o r me t h a t I 
w i s h he would e n l i s t i n the B a t t e r y t h a t I am i n and then he 
would have good t i m e s and l o t s of f u n . t e l l O r v i l l e P e r k i n s 
t h a t I am coming home on a f e r l o w f o r I have got the ? of 
i t l e v i and I w i l l come home t o g e t h e r and I want you to get 
l o t s of power and caps and l e a d and then we w i l l have good 
ti m e s t e l l r o s e t h a t I am a thousand times o b l i g e d to her 
f o r t h a t ten t h a t she sent us. W e l l s t e r n s I shant r i t e eny 
mroe to day so good By D. B r o t . t h i s from H. W. Green 

FROM L. D. GREEN TO DEAR BROTHER - FEBRUARY 8, 1864 

Warrenton, VA. Dear b r o t h e r I r e c e i v e d your k i n d and 
welcome l e t t e r and i t found me w e l l and I hope t h i s w i l l 
f i n d you the same you wanted to know i f M a r v i n sent h i s 
money to W i l l i a m Sherwood he has not sent any to him and I 
t h i n k he w i l l not you wrote i n your l a s t l e t t e r t h a t O r v i l l e 
was home I t h i n k t h a t we w i l l come home the l a s t of t h i s 
month or the f i r s t of n e x t . We have spoke f o r f u r l o w and 
they say t h a t we s h a l l have one t h e i r i s 3 more t o go b e f o r e 
us i f we get our pay we s h a l l come f o r 10 days I t i s r a t h e r 
c o l d to day we had Thunder l a s t k n i g h t and i t i s not so 
p l e s a n t . To a day t h e r e was 7 Rebs come i n l a s t k n i g h t they 
say t h a t h a l f of Lees Armey has got t h e i r f e e t raped up i n 
Rags. they come i n here t o Warrenton T e l l R o s a l i n d a t h a t I 
am mutch p l e a s e d w i t h the t e a t h a t she sent I t made a l l 
t h a t 4 of us c o u l d d r i n k M a r v i n and my s e l f Lumas H a l l , 
David Carey. we had bean soup hard t a c k and t e a f o r d i n n e r 
you say you l o s t the o l d b l a c k horse and got a new one I 



want you to w r i t e and t e l l me who you got the h o r s e s o f . 
And t e l l me where C l a r k Green l i v e s and a l l the r e s t of the 
f o l k s . no more t h i s time. W r i t e Soon T h i s from your 
b r o t h e r L. D. Green t o John S. Green w r i t e soon To John S. 
Green from L. D. Green H a l l s p o r t A l l e g a n y Co. N.Y. 

FROM NELSON P. GREEN TO AUNT ZELPHAN - MARCH 3, 1864 
WRITTEN FOR HIM BY BROTHER J . C. WHEELER (Should he be John 
C. Wheeler?) 

Albany B a r r a c k s t o Aunt Zelphan from Nelson P. Green and 
b r o t h e r P. C. ( s i c ) Wheeler I t a k e t h i s o p p o r t u n i t y t o 
w r i t e t o you to l e t you no how we are g e t t i n g a l o n g an how 
we l i v e Nelson says t h a t he l i k e s s o l d i e r s l i f e as w e l l as 
he expected but the l i v i n g i s good - nuf. i f i t was coached 
i n a propper manner you can immadgin 14 or 15 hundred men 
a l l comeing i n to the t a b l e a t once an about 5 b a r r e l s of 
bread on the f l o o r i n 1 i n c h of mud on the f l o r e than has 
been about 300 men d i s s e r t e d S e v e r e l come here t h a t was 2 
shot l a s t n i t e one d a n g e r o u s l y the o t h e r s l i t e l y I want t o 
i n q u i r e how you got the money t h a t we Sent you S t e r n s has 
ben r a t h e r S i c k w i t h a c o l d but i t i s w a r r i n g away we had 
a l l one c i t t e n s ( ? ) c l o s e mine an C a d w e l l s and S t e r n s and 
John Brewers a l l s t o l e n i f you g e t t h i s b e f o r e O r v e l comes 
back to the army an can get some g o l d e n red ( r o d ? ) from John 
Waldens I want you to send i t t o me. I must c l o s e as I can 
t h i n k of no more a t the preason w r i t e as soon as you get 
t h i s an Send me a l l the news d i r e c t your l e a t t e r s t o Nels o n 
P. Green Albany B r i c k B a r r a c k s 93 Regt Co. E N.Y. S. 
V o l e n t e e r s Nelson P. Green 

Zelphan as I am w r i t i n g f o r N e l s o n I thought t h a t I would 
w r i t e one word or to f o r my s e l f t e l l Rastus t h a t S t e r n s has 
hand me t h a t money t h a t r a s t u s oad me I f you have o c c a s i o n 
to w r i t e go to W e l l s v i l l e Ps c a l l t o my house an t e l l my 
w i f e how to d y r e c t her l e t t e r as I d i d not w r i t e her t e l l 
hur t h a t I am coming horn i f p a s a b l e t e l l hur t h a t when we 
got t o Albany the c u r n a l was a t N.Y. an we had t o w a i t u n t i l 
4 days a f t e r an when the c u r n a l went to the p r o v o s t m a r s h a l l 
to see how l o n g a pass we c o u l d get t h a r e had been an o r d e r 
not to g r a n t any more passes but the c u r n a l w i l l send us 
from N.Y. on of s h o r t pass of 5 days and then pass on t o the 
army I w i l l then f e t c h my money as i f have had no 
o p p o r t u n i t y from your b r o t h e r and f r i e n d P. C. Wheeler 

NELSON P. GREEN TO "DEAR AUNT GREEN" - APRIL 8, 1864 WRITTEN 
BY JOHN C. WHEELER 

Dear Aunt Green I r e c i e v e d y o u r s of March 24 an was g l a d t o 
hear t h a t you was w e l l . But was s o r r y t h a t you l e t 
R o s e l i n d a have any of my money. I don't i n d a t t h a t you 
s h o u l d l e t l i m e t r a s s have any of my money an I want t h a t 
you s h o u l d take my money and put i t i n the Bank an t h e r e i t 
w i l l be i n i n t e r e s t an a l s o s a f e from Robbers and don't any 



any laddy any more d e p t s u n l e s s I t e l l you the weather 
changes every 24 hours here f i r s t r a i n then snow then heavy 
winds then r a i n then wind so you an t h a t we have a v i r i a t y 
what has ben the weather t h a r e are you making anay shanges. 
how i s the f o l k s i n H a l l s p o r t or have you heard from Uncle 
John Wheel f o l k s I hurd t h a t L e a v i n a wzs s i c k and I have not 
hurd from Rachael f o r too weeks. I f you sh o u l d chance to go 
down to my house t e l l my w i f e t h a t she ows me 2 l e a t t e r s and 
t h a t I s h a l p r e f u r charges u n l e s s t h a t she pays hur d e p t s . 
t e l l hur i f my f o l k s are s i c k t h a t I want to hear when thay 
ar s i c k an not w a i t u n t i l t h ey a re w e l l . t h a r e has been 2 
b u r r e d 1 of Company B an 1 r e b e l P r i s n e r . Nelson wants t h a t 
you s h o u l d put t h a t wash i n r u n n i n g o r d e r and c r y i t your 
S e l f u n t i l he c a l l s f o r i t . have r a s t u s get t h a t lumber of 
mine an use i t . S t u r n s was taken s i c k on d r e s s p u r r a t 
y e s t e r d a y an the Sargent sent him t o h i s q u a r t e r s but he i s 
b e t t e r now tho h i s h e a l t h i s not v e r y good. An U n c l e Johns 
h e a l t h i s not v e r y good. has c h i l l s and f e v e r s p a i n s i n h i s 
back an h i p an s i d e s an l e g s an v e r y s o r a c r o s t me he has 
taken 2 of h e r r i c k s p i l l s an hopes t o get b e t t e r he has bean 
i n gard t w i c e S i n c e he come down N e l s o n has had a v e r y bad 
c o l d but a S i d e from t h a t h i s heath i s v e r y good. An S t u r n s 
has been t o v i s i t M a r v i n an L e v i and Nelson i s a g o i n g i n a 
day or too N e l s o n wants you s h o u l d send him 5 d o l l e r s i n 
money and L e a v i n i a s l i k e n e s s on p a s t b o a r d . I f you can g i v e 
my Be s t Respects t o a l l So no more a t p r e a s o n t . From your 
f r i e n d N e l s o n P. Green a l s o from your f r i e n d and b r o t h e r 
John C. Wheeler 

FROM LEVI D. GREEN TO "DEAR MOTHER" - APRIL 8, 1864 

"Dear Mother Yours of the 5 t h was d u l y r e c e i v e d . I t found 
us both w e l l and I hope t h i s w i l l f i n d you the same we was 
g l a d to g e t your l i k n e s s and A l m i n a I want you t o get yo u r s 
taken and send or you are t o o l d you do not l o o k as you d i d 
when I l e f t home A l m i n a l o o k s f i r s t l i k e Mary Waldon we got 
our pay l a s t k n i g h t and we are a g o i n g to send you 40 
d o l l a r s I am a f r a d e to send i t by m a i l 1 s h a l l wate and l e t 
S t e r n s e x p r e s s i t t h e i r f i r s t e x p r e s s hear I am a f r a d e t o 
t r u s t i t i n the m a i l Marvin has some money t h a t he sent i n 
the m a i l we got the stamps you sen t and was g l a d t o g e t them 
we have to pay f i v e c e n t s f o r a stamp hear and cant get them 
at t h a t There i s not mutch news hear you d i d not r i t e how pa 
was and have you p a i d f o r your l a n d . I want you to pay a l l 
of i t and have i t out of the way. Wright soon. I remain as 
ever your son L. D. Green." 

FROM JOHN STERNS GREEN TO FRIENDS AT HOME - MAY 1, 1864 

Camp near Brandy S t a t i o n F r i e n d s at home As I have not 
wrot i n q u i t e a w h i l e I thought t h a t I would w r i t e a few 
l i n e s t o i n f o r m you how and where I am. we are i n a b r i g a d e 
now but we are near Brandy S t a t i o n y e t but we do not know 
what moment we w i l l move to the f r o n t but I am ready f o r 



ever comes. Uncle John i s not v e r y w e l l y e s t e r d a y and 
today. We were mustard f o r pay y e s t e r d a y and we w i l l get i t 
i n t e n or f i f t e e n days. I s h a l l draw about 70 d o l l a r s I 
s h a l l send home 60 d o l l a r s of i t I g e u f s . 

Ma I w i l l t e l l you some t h i n g s we have to do i n the f i r s t i n 
the morning you w i l l hear the drums beat and you w i l l have 
to g e t up to r o l e c a l l and then eat your b r e a k f a s t and then 
the s i c k goes t o see the D o c t o r and then they mount guard, 
t h a t i s to r e l e i v e the o l d guard and put on a new one which 
s t a n d s 24 hours and then i s r e l i e v e d a l s o W e l l then we have 
to go out on Company D r i l l and t h a t t a k e s a l l the forenoon 
and then we eat d i n n e r and about 2 or 3 o ' c l o c k we go out on 
b a t a l l i o n D r i l l and d r i l l t i l l most n i g h t and then we are 
done f o r the day a t 6 o ' c l o c k we have Role C a l l and n i n e i n 
the e v e n i n g Thursday and Sundays we have i n s p e c t i o n s of our 
c l o t h e s knapsacks h a v e r s a c k s canteens guns s t r a p s and 
ammunition and so on I must s t o p f o r L e v i and M e r v i n has 
come 

Camp of Home B a t t e r y K 1st U.S. A r t . 

Dear mother As S t e r n s i s w r i g h t i n g I thought I would w r i g h t 
a l i n e to you t o l e t you know t h a t I am w e l l and I hope you 
are the same. I s e n t you 20 D o l l a r s w r i g h t soon t h i s from 
L. D. Green 

L e v i and M a r v i n i s here t o day on a p a f s they are about a 
m i l e and a h a l f from our camp. Now Mother I want you to 
w r i t e and t e l l me wether pa ( ? ) has p a i d f o r h i s horse y e t 
w i t h t h a t money t h a t he got up to Wards and i f he has not I 
want you to t e l l me what has he done w i t h i t and I want you 
to t e l l me about John R. C l a r k s d e a l how t h a t has come out 
and wether the o l d mare i s a g o i n g t o have a c o l t i s ( ? ? ) 
f o r N e l s o n he says he w i l l not w r i t e u n t i l he g e t s a l e t t e r 
from home. J . G. Green 

FROM MARVIN & LEVI GREEN TO DEAR PARRENTS - MAY 16, 1864 

Camp on F r e d r i c k b u r g H e i g h t s Dear p a r r e n t s I t a k e t h i s 
o p p o r t u n i t y drop a few l i n e s to you t o l e t you no we get a 
l o n g . L e v i and m y s e l f i s w e l l we h s v p h p n a f i t - i n e f f m * t h P 

l a s t 9 davs the 32end co r p s has had a hard time of i t . t h a t 
i s the Corps t h a t S t e r n s i s i n and I herd by one of the 93rd 
Boys t h a t S t e r n s was wonded but I don't know how Bad. But I 
have not heard a n y t h i n g from N e l s o n nor Uncle John. But I 
am i n hopes of h e r i n g from them i n a few days. W e l l ma we 
are Bound to have Ritchmond t h i s time w i t h out f a i l the 
r e p o r t i s now t h a t B u t t l e r has g o t Ritchmond now But i t i s 
not confurmed y e t . G e n e r a l Burnmayed ( B u r n s i d e ) i s on one 
s i d e and G e n e r a l B u t t l e r am on o t h e r and G e n e r a l Mead on our 
o t h e r and G e n e r a l Grant on the o t h e r so you see t h a t we have 
got them t h i s time and they cant h e l p . the r e p o r t i s now 
t h a t G e n e r a l Lee t o l d h i s men t h a t t h i s was the l a s t b a t t l e 
t h a t he would f i g h t and i f he l o s t t h i s b a t t l e he would have 



to g i v e up the Busness. W e l l ma t h i s i s a l l t h a t I can r i t e 
t h i s time f o r we have a l l t h a t we can tend too. the 93 went 
i n t o B a t t l e w i t h 800 men and come out w i t h 300 T h i s i s 
what I herd don't t a k e i t f o r the t h r u t h 

Good By. t h i s from M a r v i n and L e v i Green r i t e soon. Horse 
B a t t e r y K 1st U.S. A r t i l l e r y 

FROM M. W. GREEN TO DEAR PARENTS - JULY 7, 1864 

Dear p a r e n t s I r e c i e v e d your l e t t e r 2 or 3 days ago. But 
have not answered i t f o r I wanted t o see whether L e v i would 
get i n or not But he has n o t . he i s tacon p r i s n e r I g e t 
out a l l r i t e We have had a hard B a t t l e here I t e l l you. 
You can get the New York H e r a l d and t h a t w i l l t e l l you a l l 
about the rade. We have been out 12 days a t a r i n g up 
r a i l r o a d and B u r n i n g c o t t o n and tobaco t h a t i s a l l t h a t I 
can t e l l you about the rade. I e v i i s a l l r i t e o n l y he i s a 
p r i s n e r W e l l ma you spoke of g e t t i n g the barn put up. W e l l 
you had aut to had i t put up B e f o r e t h i s time you g e t i t up 
as soon as you can. I w i l l s t a n d the damage. L e v i w i l l 
soon Be out a g a i n and then he w i l l have 8 or 10 months due 
him. W e l l ma I w i l l t e l l you the re b s took a l l of our ( b i g ? ) 
guns t h a t you dremp of your dreams d i d not come out R i g h t , 
as you d r e n t i t they d i d not come up to me t o shake hands 
but to k i l l me. But they d i d not come. i f they got w i t h i n 
ten f e e t of me and ha l l o w e d h a l t you yankee Son of a B i t c h 
But I c o u l d not see the p o i n t of h a l t i n g W r i t e Soon as you 
get t h i s Good By t h i s from M. W. Green t o h i s p a r e n t s 
B r o t h e r s and s i s t e r 

FROM JOHN S. GREEN TO MY DEAR PARENTS - JULY 22, 1864 

U.S. H o s p i t a l - C h e s t n u t H i l l P h i l a d . My dear p a r e n t s I 
now ta k e the o p o r t u n i t y to w r i t e t o you to i n f o r m you t h a t I 
have heard from M a r v i n but not from L e v i M a r v i n says t h a t 
the l a s t t h a t was seen of L e v i he was about 4 m i l e s from the 
f i e l d and he suposes t h a t he was taken p r i s o n e r but he d i d 
not know he wants us to w r i t e i f we hear from L e v i . M a r v i n 
i s i n Washington now but I don't know how l o n g he w i l l s t a y 
t h e r e you must w r i t e i f you s h o u l d happen to hear from L e v i . 

Ma I want you to w r i t e and t e l l me i f you have r e c i e v e d them 
boxes y e t and the l a s t f i v e D o l l a r s t h a t I s e n t . And i f you 
hear from the boys I want you t o t e l l me what date t h e i r 
l e t t e r s are d a t e d so I can know Marv i n s l e t t e r was dated 
the 15th of t h i s month. No more. John S. Green 

FROM JOHN S. GREEN - SEPTEMBER 21, 1864 ( ? ) 

2nd Depot V.R.C. C l i f f b u r n e B a r r a c k s Washington 

as I have been s e n t away frwom P h i l a d e l e p h i a t o Washington I 



thought I would w r i t e and i n f o r m you of i t . 

I have been put i n the V.R.C. or V e t e r a n s Reserve Corps 
g e n e r a l y c a l l e d I n v e l i d s and I expect to be s e n t n o r t h 
somewhere b e f o r e l o n g maybe t o New York t o do d u t y a t some 
of the H o s p i t a l s t h e r e 

W e l l Ma I have not r e c i e v e d any pay y e t and I do not know 
when I s h a l l g e t any but I want you to keep what I have s e n t 
home by a l l means but I may get my D i s c h a r g e and then I 
s h a l l want i t . i f you s h o u l d spend any of i t I want you t o 
l e t me know i t So I can a c t a c c o r d i n g l y . 

W e l l as f o r M a r v i n I have not heard from him i n some time 
but I guefs he i s i n Western V i r g i n i a w i t h S h e r i d a n . I 
s h o u l d l i k e t o hear from him. S h e r i d a n has had a g r e a t 
v i c t o r y the o t h e r day. 

W e l l I do not t h i n k of any more to w r i t e t h i s t ime. Ma you 
need not w r i t e to me f o r I do not know how l o n g I s h a l l s t a y 
here when I am s e n t from here then I w i l l t e l l you where I 
am and then you can w r i t e So good by John S. Green 

J . D. WHEELER TO "DEAR WIFE" - OCTOBER 9, 1864 

S t . Mary H o s p i t a l R o c h e s t e r Dear Wife 

I r e c i e v e d your k i n d l e a t t e r t h i s morning on the account of 
paper I must be s h o r t my h e a l t h i s B e t t e r more S i d I s h o u l d 
come home I w i l l get a f u r l o e as soon as p o s a b l e . I want 
to go an get a l o a d of a p p l e s an p o t a t o e s an s t a y u n t i l 
a f t e r e l e c t i o n t e l l the c h i l d r e n I w i l l f e t c h them some 
grapes charge 2.50 r e n t monthly and have them pant the house 
an f i x back a t t h a r e on expence and dont promis i t f o r any 
l e n g t h of time f o r you may s e l l i t . i t can be banded e a s i l y 
d r i v e a B i g s t a k e down i n ground i n Bank i n s i d e the 
f o u n d a t i o n i s s a f e . Have Browns r e n t every q u a r t l y an put 
i t i n Bank Hard an Lewz at 6 per sent i n t e r e s t GoodBy 

I want you to ware one of them s h i r t s next to your s k i n and 
f i x one f o r L e a v i n a and they wont have soe t h r o a t s an l e t 
them s l e e p i n them an John to an e r r e n d an you ned not c u t 
any of them o n l y put t a c k i n them. I f you w i l l t ake my 
a d v i c e and d r e s your s e l f and the c h i l d r e n b e f o r e you g e t 
out of bed i n the morning ande dont l e t the c o l d a i r s t r a c k 
your naked s k i n and d r e s s John and the g i r l s i n ? way put 
h i s s t o c k i n s and shoes on as soon as he g e t s up. you w i l l 
f i n d a v e r y s m a l l d o c k t e r b i l l t o pay t h i s w i n t e r . I hope 
you w i l l e x r s i s e much care on not get s i c k get your f i x i n g s 
t o g e t h e r f o r a l l s o r t of good l i v i n g about the 15th of the 
month. I t h i n k I w i l l be t h e r e get some Annvey ( ? ) an meal 
f o r whes an o n i o n s and pork an beans an Peru pudding an egs 
an t h a t i s a l l now good by an heaven B l e s s you don't f o r g e t 
a p r a y f o r me t h a t I my c o n v a l e s e from your f r i e n J . D. 
Wheeler 



FROM JOHN S. GREEN TO FATHER MOTHER SISTER & BROTHERS -
DECEMBER 1, 1864 

C l i f f b u r n B a r r a c k s Washington 

F a t h e r Mother S i s t e r & B r o t h e r s 

I thought t h a t I would w r i t e a l i n e as ( ? ) t h i s morning f o r 
I am g e t t i n g a l i t t l e a n x i o u s about my money t h a t I sent to 
you f o r I have not heard from i t y e t and I want you to w r i t e 
an t e l l me i f you have got i t y e t and I want you to w r i t e 
any way f o r I have n ot heard from home i n a l o n g time i f you 
have not sent my g l o v e s you need n ot send them f i r s t I have 
got me a p a i r but I want the m i t t e n s the box when you can 
send i t and be s u r e and send some b u t e r i f you have got i t . 

Today i s the f i r s day of w i n t e r and I have not seen any snow 
ye t i t has been good weather f o r a w h i l e back but i t i s c o l d 
now and then a day. 

W e l l Ma I got a l e t t e r from M a r v i n the othere day he i s w e l l 
and i s a g o i n g to g e t a F u r l o u g h i f he can he has gone i n t o 
w i n t e r but Ma I want you to l e t me know i f you have got my 
money. John S. Green 

Ma I want you to put my money away I keep i t f o r a want i t 
when I get home to go to Sc h o o l w i t h . 

Ma you can do as you are a mind t o about a s e n d i n g me a box 
i t w i l l c o s t a l i t t l e and I do not know of any t h i n g but 
b u t t e r but what I have got but a a p a i r of m i t t e n s I must 
have f o r my s o r e hand g e t s c o l d v e r y easy. Ma why do you 
have your m a i l come t o H a l l s p o r t you go to W e l l s v i l l e t w i c e 
where you go to H a l l s p o r t once but I can send i t to 
H a l l s p o r t . 0 ma you wanted to know i f I had to l a y on the 
ground I can t e l l you ma. don't the heading of my l e t t e r 
say B a r r a c k s and B a r r a c k s i s b u i l d i n g s a l l c l a p b o a r d and has 
window j u s t l i k e any house but not so warm and t h e r e i s but 
one room and t h a t i s f i l l e d up w i t h bunks f o r t o s l e e p on an 
we have s t r a w t i c k and b l a n k e t s and we s l e e p as warm and d r y 
as you do we have storms but t h i s w i l l do. John S. Green of 
5t h Co. B a t t a l i o n V.R.C. be s u r e and w r i t e 

FROM MARVIN W. GREEN TO DEAR PARENTS - DECEMBER 16, 1864 

Camp i n P l e s a n t V a l l e y Maryland Dear P a r e n t s I r e c i e v e d 
your l e t t e r t o n i g h t f o r the f i r s t t h a t I have had i n 6 weeks 
and was v e r y g l a d t o get a l e t t e r from you. Your l e t t e r 
found me w e l l and i n good h e a l t h and I hope t h i s w i l l f i n d 
you the same. I a l s o got a r e c i e p t But the (bo x ? ) has not 
come y e t and when i t comes I w i l l r i t e and l e t you no a l l 
about i t . I am v e r y g l a d f o r I am almost b a i r f o o t and I was 
bound not to draw any boots from t h e Government. 

We have not got our pay y e t But I expect i t soon and then 



you may l o o k f o r 50 more and I want you to take good c a r e of 
i t f o r me an use what you want you d i d not t e l l me a n y t h i n g 
abaout pa and the c h i l d r e n and how you get a l o n g . t e l l me 
about Almina g e t s a l o n g and a l s o elmer the l i t t l e scamp. I 
would l i k e t o See him you d i d not say a n y t h i n g about t h a t 
farm t h a t I spoke of t e l l pa t o see about i t and l e t me no 
when you r i t e agane I w i l l t e l l you where i t i s the farm 
t h a t j o i n s gerchems d a r l i n g and Ben Gordons owns i t i t i s 
the one t h a t Hank Zee l i v e d on and now you no a l l about i t . 
Be so k i n d as t o see i f you can Buy i t f o r me. I w i l l send 
the money to pay f o r i t . i t won't c o s t you a n y t h i n g o n l y 
your t r o u b l e w e l l I w i l l have to c l o s e f o r t h i s t i m e . I 
remain as ever your son M a r v i n W. Green 

I w i l l t e l l you t h a t L e v i i s a l l r i g h t and w e l l he i s i n 
C h a r l s t o n But he e x p e c t s to be exchanged Soon R i t e soon. 

(Note: By now, L e v i i s dead, h a v i n g d i e d November, 1864). 

FROM JOHN S. GREEN TO BROTHER LORENZO - JANUARY 1, 1865 

C l i f f b u r n B a r r a c k s 

B r o t h e r Lorenzo 

I w i s h you a Happy New Year. But I cannot do i t t o your 
f a c e so I w i l l have to w r i t e to you and make you a s m a l l New 
Year's g i f t i t i s not much but I made i t m y s e l f out of a 
L a u r e l Root and I put your name on the f i r s t l e t t e r s of i t 
on the r i n g i f i t i s to l a r g e keep i t u n t i l i t w i l l f i t you 
and you t e l l W i l l i a m t h a t I w i l l send him something e l s e 
when I get p a i d . I mustered f o r pay y e s t e r d a y . I s h a l l 
draw about one hundred and 20 d o l l a r s but you must not say 
a n y t h i n g about t h a t . 

I got a l e t t e r from Marvin y e s t e r d a y he i s w e l l and has 
r e c i e v e d h i s box and I supose he i s h a v e i n g a grand time 
over i t he s a i d h i s boots came good The ground i s covered 
w i t h snow now and we are h a v e i n g a c o l d snap but the most of 
the time the ground i s bare 

Lorenzo I want you t o t e l l me i f C a r e l t o n C l i n e i s a l l r i g h t 
y e t and i f Laderna T r a s k i s k i l l e d or not I heard he was 
wounded r a t h e r bad and a f t e r w a r d s d i e d and I want you t o 
t e l l me. Lorenzo l a s t C h r i s t m a s I had o y s t e r Dinner the 
Luentenat bought o y s t e r s f o r the whole company and gave us a 
C h r i s t m a s D i n n e r . Lorenzo t e l l our f o l k s t h a t I w i s h them 
a l l a Happy New Year and I w i l l c l o s e my l e t t e r a s k i n g you 
to w r i t e . John S. Green 

FROM MARVIN W. GREEN TO DEAR PARENT - JANUARY 2, 1885 

P l e s a n t V A l l e y , Maryland Dear p a r e n t I r e c i e v e d 2 l e t t e r s 
from you to n i g h t one was s t a t i n g t h a t Mary Ann Waldina made 



my Boots and the o t h e r s t a t i n g t h a t Nelson Green was dead, 
t h a t l e t t e r was ( ? ) l a s t may my h e a l t h i s f i r s t r a t e a t 
p r e s a n t and I c i n c e r e l y hope t h a t t h i s w i l l f i n d you the 
same Ma them Boots was t o l a r g e f e r me so I s o l d them f o r 2 
d o l l e r s and wate u n t i l pay day. But I am the pay. Oh Ma 
d i d you send a n y t h i n g f o r James C a v e l i t t h a t Box i f you d i d 
l e t me no he has r o t e t o me about i t and he wants me to pay 
him f o r i t now l e t me no i n your nex l e t t e r and when you 
send me another Box don't send a n y t h i n g f o r any one e l s e i f 
you have got them b o o t s don t h a t I s e n t . 

MARVIN W. GREEN TO DEAR PARENTS - JANUARY 9, 1865 

P l e a s a n t V a l l e y Maryland Dear P a r e n t s i t i s not w i t h 
p l e s u r e t h a t I r i t e t h e s e few l i n e s t o you f o r I have bad 
news. L e v i i s dead he d i e d i n Savanah and what he d i e d w i t h 
was s t a r v a t i o n and he had Scurvey. So you know h i s f a t e i t 
i s Bad news to r i t e t o you But I suppose t h a t you want to no 
2 boys came to the B A t t e r y today t h a t was taken the same 
time t h a t he was and they say t h a t he i s dead he d i e d l a s t 
O c tober W e l l ma I am w e l l as u s u a l and I s i n c e r l y hope t h i s 
w i l l f i n d you the same. 

I w i l l not r i t e mutch today f o r I expect a l e t t e r from you 
to n i t e and then I w i l l ancer i t . I remain as ever son 
Marv i n W. Green 

FROM JOHN STERNS GREEN TO KINDRED AT HOME - JANUARY 29, 1865 

Head q u a r t e r s C l i f f b u r n B a r r a c k s Washington D.C. K i n d r e d at 
home I t i s not any good news t h a t I can g i v e you today f o r 
I r e c i e v e d a l e t t e r from M a r v i n the ot h e r day i n which he 
s a i d t h a t L e v i was dead at M i l l e n GA. I t i s r a t h e r hard but 
i t i s the f o r t u n e of war and the way we must a l l go i n time 
but i t i s hard t o d i e i l n a s t r a n g e l a n d and among enemys. 
I persume t h a t M a r v i n has t o l d you more than I can about i t . 

Ma i f I send a l e t t e r t o you i n your name I want you to read 
i t t o y o u r s e l f f o r you know t h a t I make you my bank and i f I 
send a n y t h i n g t o you I want you t o keep i t t o y o u r s e l f or 
you may be r e l i e v e d of i t some n i g h t . so when I send a 
l e t t e r t o Mrs. E r a s t u s Green I want you to un d e r s t a n d i t i s 
of b u s i n e s s and t h e r e f o r e not have them i t opened a t 
H a l l s p o r t . I expect t o s i g n my name f o r a few d o l l e r s i n a 
few days Ma I got a l e t t e r from Cordon the o t h e r day. H i s 
f o l k s i s w e l l and p r o s p e r i n g . W r i t e soon Your O b i t ' Son 
John S. Green 

FROM JOHN S. GREEN TO FRIENDS AT HOME - FEBRUARY 8, 1865 

Headquarters V.R.C. C l i f f b u r n Washington D.C. F r i e n d s a t 
home 



I t has been some time s i n c e I heard from home and I thought 
t h a t I would w r i t e a g a i n and see i f I c o u l d hear from you. 
I am w e l l and I hope t h i s w i l l f i n d you w e l l a l s o . I 
r e c i e v e d a l e t t e r from Coradon a s h o r t t s i m e ago he i s w e l l 
and f o l k s a l s o . 

We are h a v i n g r a t h e r good weather here saw y e s t e r d a y morning 
the ground was bare and now t h e r e i s about 4 i n c h e s of snow 
on the ground but w i l l not s t a y l o n g f o r i t i s g o i n g as f a s t 
as i t can 

W e l l ma what are you ag o i n g t o do w i t h t h a t money t h a t i s i n 
the bank where i t has been i n a y e a r . Are you g o i n g to put 
i t i n a g a i n or t a k e i t out I t h i n k i f you can get i t a l l i n 
greenbacks t h a t i t w i l l be about as s a f e i n your c h e s t as i n 
the bank of W e l l s v i l l e but i f you tak e i t out you must not 
l e t anybody know i t not even your own c h i l d r e n because they 
w i l l t e l l and then you w i l l have i t s t o l e from you i f you 
c o u l d do as Aunt S u p l i n a d i d w i t h O r v i l l e I would l i k e i t -
she kept h i s a l l of i t . You must not take a n y t h i n g but 
greenbacks f o r they w i l l a l l of them be good you gave them 
must of a l l such and you must make them g i v e you the same. 
Ma I expect t o be p a i d soon and then I s h a l l send home q u i t e 
a p i l e . But above a l l keep s t i l l about h a v e i n g money i n the 
house Now w r i t e soon John S. Green 

JOHN S. GREEN TO ERASTUS, FRIENDS AT HOME - MARCH 17, 1865 

Camp C l i f f b u r n Washington D.C. F r i e n d s at home I have not 
much to w r i t e t h i s time o n l y t h a t I have wrote t w i c e s i n c e I 
se n t my money home and each l e t t e r I asked you to w r i t e as 
soon as you got the money and i f i t d i d come to w r i t e and 
t e l l me. I sent the money the 24th of l a s t month and no 
answer y e t . i f I do not get an answer t h i s w i l l be the l a s t 
l e t t e r and the l a s t money. 

I am w e l l and so was Ma r v i n when I l a s t had a l e t t e r from 
him. 

Be sure and put on the company when you w r i t e t o me. Your? 

John S. Green 
5th Co 2nd B a t . V.R.C. 
C l i f f b u r n , D.C. 

Now w r i t e 

JOHN S. GREEN TO DEAR ONES AT HOME - MARCH 27, 1885 

Depot Camp V.R.C. Dear ones a t home 

I r e c i e v e d your l e t t e r y e s t e r d a y . I was s o r r y t o hear t h a t 
W i l l i a m was s i c k and I hope he w i l l soon get over i t . I am 
g l a d to hear t h a t F a t h e r i s b e t t e r . 



I r e c i e v e d a l e t t e r from Marvin he i s w e l l and he e x p e c t s to 
move b e f o r e l o n g he t h i n k s they w i l l come to Washington he 
says he has not had a l e t t e r from home i n a l o n g t i m e . H i s 
company was p a i d the o t h e r day but i t took a l l of h i s wages 
to pay f o r e x t r a c l o t h i n g t h a t he has drawn he had to pay 
some s i x t y d o l l a r s f o r e x t r y c l o t h e s We were alowed f o r t y 
two d o l l e r s a year f o r c l o t h i n g and i f we drew more we had 
to pay f o r them out of our monthly wages. But we are alowed 
some S i x t y d o l l e r s now. 

Marvin w i l l soon have h i s t h r e e y e a r s s e r v e d about 4 months 
and 15 or 20 days. 

Ma t e l l W i l l i a m t o keep up good courage and he w i l l g et 
w e l l . Ma I want you to t e l l me what k i n d of a bank i t i s 
where you have d e p o s i t e d my money. I want t o know i f i t a 
N a t i o n a l Bank or some u p s t a r t s . 

Hopeing t h i s w i l l f i n d W i l l i a m w e l l and a l l the r e s t I w i l l 
b i d you good bye. Yours w i t h r e s p e c t John S. Green 5 t h Co. 
2nd B a t a l l i o n V.R.C. 

Ma I want you to t e l l me - i f you got a l e t t e r from me w i t h a 
d o l l a r i n i t f o r you to buy postage stamp w i t h 

FROM LEVI D. GREEN TO "DEAR FATHER" - UNDATED 

( L e v i and Ma r v i n weren't i n the s e r v i c e d u r i n g the f i r s t 
B a t t l e of Manassas. The second B a t t l e of Manassas was 
fought August 29-30, 1862 — t h i s l e t t e r , i n r e p l y t o 
E r a s t u s ' of August 12th, i s p r o b a b l y j u s t p r i o r t o t h a t 
b a t t l e . ) 

"In Camp near Manassas J u n c t i o n (Love thy M o t h e r ) . Dear 
F a t h e r I now s e a t m y s e l f to answer y o u r s b a r i n g d a t e August 
12 I t found me w e l l and I hope t h i s w i l l f i n d you the same 
I am on guard today at a house and I thought i t would be my 
time to w r i g h t a l o n g l e t t e r t h e i r i s not mutch news to 
w r i g h t today t h e i r i s some rebs around hear they got 5 of 
our mules the o t h e r day w h i l e the boys was out a f t e r some 
lumber the rebs came out of the woods and cut them l o o s from 
the waggon Ma r v i n and I have s e n t a l o t of c l o t h s home 
Ma r v i n s e n t coat and pants I sen t o v e r c o a t a d r e s s coat 2 
s h i r t s and cap and one pare of new p a n t s the o v e r c o a t i s f o r 
pa the d r e s s coat and new pants i s f o r W i l l i a m and the cap 
and the red s h i r t of Ma r v i n sent pa a p l u g of Navy t u b e r you 
must not s e l l any of the c l o t h s t h a t we have s e n t home i f 
you do i t w i l l be v e r y mutch aganced our w i l l I want 
W i l l i a m t o have my new d r e s s c o a t and new p a n t s and cap 
And you make Elmer a s o l d i e r s s u t e of b l u e they w i l l be sen t 
to W e l l s v i l l e and you can go and g e t them you never have 
w r i t t e n whether you got them c l o t h s t h a t I home from P o r t a g e 
or not I would l i k e to know t h e r e i s a spoon and f o r k i n 
them pants pocket and I want you too put i t away. Ma r v i n 
has s e n t you 10 d o l l a r s and I s h o u l d have put i n 10 d o l l a r s 



but he never l e t me know so I have got to send i t i n a 
l e t t e r . I w i l l send you 10 d o l l a r s i n my next l e t t e r . L e v i 
D a v i s Green t o E r a s t u s Green. When t h i s you see, remember 
me. L. D. Green." 

MARVIN W. GREEN TO DEAR "PARRENTS" - MAY 11, 1865 

Camp at W i n c h e s t e r , VA Dear p a r r e n t s I r e c i e v e d your ever 
welcom l e t t e r l a s t n i g h t and I t e l l you t h a t I was g l a d t o 
here from you once more and I a l s o got a l e t t e r from S t e r n s 
he i s w e l l as u s u a l you nead not f e v e r about my g o i n g up 
west b e f o r e I come home f o r I s h a l l not but I s h a l l go and 
see Coraden a f t e r I have been home I may be at home i n 6 
weeks and maby not u n t i l l my time i s out I can not t e l l you 
when I s h a l l get my d i s c h a r g e t h e y a re g o i n g t o d i s c h a r g e 
the t r o o p s as f a s t as they l e a v and I don't now how soon our 
t u r n w i l l come But i hope i t won't bve l o n g . t h i s b a t t e r y 
t h a t I am i n d i d not go w i t h S h e r i d a n so you see we s t i l l 
have no more f i t i n g at a l l f o r any of the t r o o p s f i t i n g i s 
p l a i d out now and we w i l l s e n d i n our t r o o p s home as f a s t as 
p o s s i b l e . I expect to go t o my regiment every day and I am 
a f r a d e t h a t I s h a l l l o s e 'that mone f o r the b o a t s i t i s o n l y 
10 d o l l e r s anyway so I wont l o s e mutch i f we have got the 
money pay t h a t d r a ke ( ? ) and I w i l l make i t a l l r i t e w i t h 
you as soon as I get home I am v e r y s o r y t h a t i t has t u r n e d 
out so. 

Excuse me f o r t h i s time f o r the mule i s ready. 

I am as ever your a f f e c t i o n a t e son Ma r v i n W. Green W r i t e as 
soon as you g e t t h i s 

MARVIN GREEN TO DERR BROTHER AND SISTER -DECEMBER 28, 1873 

C h i c o . Derr B r o t h e r and s i s t e r I w i l l w r i t e you a few 
l i n e s so you won't t h i n k we have f o r g o t t e n you We are i n 
the Best of heath and may t h i s f i n d you the same the reason 
I w r i t e i s to f i n d out whether I have any f r i n d s or not I 
have wrote to our f o l k s When We f i r s t Got here and have Got 
no answer I s h a l l W r i t e them a l l a l e t t e r and then q u i t then 
i f I get no answer I s h a l l no t h a t my f o l k s does not c a i r e 
a n y t h i n g f o r me t h a t i s j u s t the reason t h a t I l e f t i s 
becaus my f o l k s t a l k e d about V i r a when they had no o c c a s i o n 
and Mother Sharp Would not come to my house I c o u l d not see 
the p o i n t of s t a y i n g t h e r e Mina I supose you have v e r y c o l d 
weather I p i t t y you from the bottom of my Heart but I dont 
no as I can h e l p you any We have our Winter here But i t i s 
i n a l i t t l e d i f e r e n t shape when i t storms i t i s r a i n and 
t h a t i s as c o l d as i t ever g e t s we have to keep the doors 
open i n the ded of w i n t e r what do you t h i n k of t h a t Mina I 
w i s h you would get my papers from the news o f i c e and send 
them to me No 5 i s the f i r s t Number and from t h a t t o the 
f i r s t of J a n u a r y B i l l I w i s h you would send me t h a t you owe 
me f o r I want t o use i t i n the S p r i n g send i t by P o s t O f f i c e 



Order t e l l Rob to be easy u n t i l l he g e t s h i s hand i n t e l l 
our f o l k s t h a t I would l i k e t o here from t h e r e We are sewing 
wheat now We w i l l be don by t h e l a s t of f e b r u a r y or the 
f i r s t of March We have ben p l o w i n g and sowing f o r the l a s t 
month t h e r i s a hundred b u s h e l s o f a p p l e s i n the Orchard t h a t 
wont be g e a t h e r d I w i s you had them i n your V a l l e y what a 
h e l p i t would be W r i t e soon Mina and I w i l l w r i t e agane 
D i r e c t C h i c o B u t t e Co. C a l l M. W. Green 

MARVIN W. GREEN TO DEAR FATHER & MOTHER - MARCH 23, 1874 

MARVIN GREEN TO ELMER GREEN FROM CHICO - FEBRUARY 27, 1874 

"Dear B r o t h e r , We r e c e i v e d your l e t t e r today and hasten to 
answer i t and I want you t o do the same when you get a 
l e t t e r s e t r i t e down and answer i t . Your l e t t e r found us i n 
the b e s t of h e a l t h and may t h i s f i n d you the same. W e l l 
Elmer yes we have p l e n t y of f l o w e r s here e v e r y t h i n g i s i n 
bloom we don't have any f i r e o n l y t o cook w i t h how i s t h a t 
f o r h i g h i n F e b r u a r y W e l l Elmer you wanted t o no what I was 
d o i n g w e l l I am t o work by the day f o r 3 d o l l a r s per day and 
get my g o l d e v e r y S a t u r d a y . 

" T e l l Dad t h a t i t w i l l c o s t s him $121 and 50 c e n t s f o r h i s 
t i c k e t i t c o s t me to come here ($285) you see i t t a k e s 
stamps to come here i t i s 1990 m i l e s from here t o Omaha t h a t 
i s on the West l i n e of the M i s s u r a I am j u s t 3000 m i l e s from 
where I was born. But a f a r b e t t e r c o u n t r y t h e r e i s f i g s on 
the t r e e s i n my y a r d as b i g as the end of my thumb Elmer 
t h e r e i s l i o n s here w i l d and cugar and wolf and a n t e l o p e and 
deer and f o x and gopher and p r a i r i e dogs and the worst of 
a l l the cut t h r o a t but they a re not here they are i n the 
mines. W e l l Elmer t e l l Ren t h a t I would l i k e to hear from 
him and our f o l k s t o and i f you see Cord t e l l him t o answer 
my l e t t e r t h a t I s e n t him a l o n g time ago. W e l l , Elmer I 
shant r i t e anymore t h i s t i m e . Now r i t e soon. From M. W. 
Green. Elmer when you speak of the l a d i e s always say 
pregnant nocked up i s v u l g e r . " 

( T h i s i s a P.S. appended t o M a r v i n ' s l e t t e r by E l v i r a : 
Elmer, what g r a t e crime have I done t h a t you can not w r i t e 
to me or even say s i s t e r when you w r i t e I d i d not know t h a t 
you hated me or I would not have w r i t t e n at a l l to you i f I 
have done eny t h i n g t h a t you disown me as a s i s t e r I do w i s h 
t h a t you would f o r g i v e me f o r i t I am a good ways o f f now 
and i t w i l l do no good t o have bad f e e l i n g s t h i s i s a l l 
goodby. V i r a . " ) 

MARVIN GREEN TO REN & ELMER (GREEN) - MARCH 16, 1874 

( D a t e l i n e d C h i c o ) " W e l l , Ren and Elmer we got your l e t t e r 
t h i s morning and was g l a d t o hear from you. W e l l , Ren, you 
say you cannot r a i s e the money t h i s S p r i n g I w i l l g i v e you 



u n t i l F a l l i f you want to but I want you to pay the t a x e s on 
t h a t 80 of l a n d f o r me pay i t i n my name and send me the 
r e c e i p e s and I w i l l awate f o r the r e s t your l e t t e r found us 
w e l l and may t h i s f i n d you a l l w e l l . Elmer t e l l me the 
t r o u b l e between Old Rake and Rob we got a l e t t e r from Uncle 
Warren the o t h e r day we heard a l l the news from t h e r e . 

"Oh what f i n e weather we have here the f i g s i n my y a r d are 
n i c e t h e r e i s a t r e e t h a t i s c a l l e d Heaven t r e e t hey are a l l 
l e a v i n g out I t e l l you boys i f you was here you would have 
no w i s h t o go back I haven't the l e a s t d e s i r e t o come back 
t h e r e . Elmer when we pack up our t h i n g s to come here I 
f o r g o t my b e l t . I would l i k e t o have you t e l l me where i t 
i s I don't l i k e t o l o s e i t . W e l l boys, I w i l l t e l l you a 
l i t t l e wood s t o r y . There was one t r e e here t h a t was c u t i n t o 
wood and i t made 108 c o r d s . That i s the k i n d of t r e e s to 
have. W e l l I got a l e t t e r from Mina and you today so you 
see I can't w r i t e mutch f o r I must w r i t e her. W e l l I don't 
no as I have anymore news to r i t e so goodby from your 
b r o t h e r , M. W. Green. R i t e soon as you get t h i s . V i r a says 
she i s w a t i n g v e r y p a c i e n t l y f o r Mother t o w r i t e . Eddy w i l l 
w r i t e t o you h i m s e l f . " 

FROM MARVIN W. GREEN TO DEAR FATHER AND MOTHER - MARCH 23, 
1874 

Dear f a t h e r and mother We r e c i e v e d your ever welcom l e t t e r 
to day and was g l a d t o here from you your l e t t e r found us 
W e l l f o r V i r a i s b e t t e r a good d e a l than she was when I r o t e 
to Mina w e l l we are s t i l l i n C a l l a f o r n a and are l i a b l e to 
s t a y f o r a w h i l e But when I l e a v e here I am agoine t o Oregon 
or Washinbgton t a r y t o r y ( t h e r e ) i s the Best l a n d i n the 
World and I can r a i s any k i n d of f r u i t but Oranges and t h a t 
we can do w i t h o u t I s h a l l not go t h e r e f o r a c o u p l e of 
y e a r s y e t f o r I can get good wages here i t i s v e r y warm 
here now our r a i n s are over f o r t h i s season t h e r e has a f e e t 
of w a t t e r f e l l s i n c e l a s t f a l l i t comenced r a i n i n g about 3 
weeks a f t e r we got here t e l l r e nz t h a t V i r a w i l l t e l l him 
a l l about the t h i n g s t h a t we l e f t t h e r e I dont no any t h i n g s 
about them w e l l o l d Duke i s j u s t d o i n g b u s i n e s s f o r rab poor 
D e v e l how w i l l he get h i s r a t t i n now t e l l him I p i t y him f o r 
I c o u l d not do w i t h o u t i t no way when you r i t e a g a i n t e l l me 
why Cord dont answer my l e t t e r and t e l l B i l l and Elmer t h a t 
I w i l l answer t h i e r l e t t e r i n a f i e w days we got 5 l e t t e r s 
a l l a t once and t h a t i s about a l l we can anser a t once I 
w i l l r i t e l i n e t o S t e r n s and send i t i n t h i s e n v e l o p f o r I 
had to go over t o the depot and g e t a stamp of f r e d Sprague 
when I get to the o f i c e I w i l l g e t some stamps W e l l I t h i n k 
I w i l l c l o s e f o r t h i s time from your c h i l d r e n M. W. Green 
E. L. Green 

FROM MRS. M. W. GREEN TO MRS. WM. SCHILLING - NOV. 5, 1879 



C h i c o Dear b r o t h e r and s i s t e r as i do not f e e l w e l l to day 
and dont c a r e t o work i w i l l t r y and w r i t e you a l e t t e r how 
are you g e t t i n g a l o n g t h i s w i n t e r and how are a l l of the 
r e s t g e t t i n g a l o n g have you got eney more babys y e t i t i s a 
bout time i hope i got one boy and two babys t h e i r names i s 
n e l l i e and D i c k he i s s i n g i n g now they are out i n the sun 
you must have p r e t t y c o l d wether t h e r e now i t i s warm here i 
have got my door open now and w i s h t h a t the o t h e r one was 
t o . We have had some r a i n t h i s f a l l but not much. We l i v e 
i n town on f r i s t s t r e e t next t o the c h i c o h o t e l t h a t i s on 
one common the armray h a l l on the o t h e r and a chebang on the 
o t h e r and us on the next how i s t h a t but t h a t i s n o t h i n g on 
the main s t r e e t s t h e r e i s a s t o r e a chebang and a s t o r e or a 
s a l o o n 

E ddie i s at s c h o o l and Marve i s a t work and you know what i 
am d o i n g w e l l minna i am g e t t i n g hevey i weigh 110 now. how 
does Mother and F a t h e r get a l o n g we have not got t h a t 
l e t t e r y e t t h a t she was g o i n g to w r i t e but i w i l l keep r i g h t 
on l o o k i n g i t may come some day. and you no t h a t i t i s 
b e t t e r l a t e then never. w e l l i cant w r i t e eney more t h i s 
time w r i t e soon good buy from Mrs. M. W. Greene to Mrs. Wm. 
S c h i l l i n g 



FROM VIRA GREENE TO MRS. WM. SCHILLING - 1880 (JANUARY 1?) 

C h i c o new y e a r s n i g h t Dear b r o t h e r and s i s t e r w e l l good 
e v e n i n g how do you do. We are p r e t t y w e l l and happy new 
y e a r s to you a l l and may the sun s h i n e i n p r o s p e r i t y on your 
house h o l d a l l of the comeing y e a r . but dont b r i n g t w i n s i t 
i s to good. we got a l i t t l e t i n t e t i n t l y l e t t e r from mother 
but i t was v e r y wellcom and we would l i k e some more of the 
same s t i l e . we here a l l a bout them but i t i s not from 
mother and f a t h e r you know and t h a t i s what we want. 

W e l l iniana i do not know what t o w r i t e my l i t t l e b i r d N e l l i e 
i s dead i t made me s i c k i n bed and marve c o u l d not l o o k a t 
her nor l e t me say n e l l i e he f e l t so bad 

W e l l I have had to s t o p and eat a p i e c e of mince p i e i t i s 
11 o c l o c k and they are a l l a s l e e p but me and i dont know 
wether i am a s l e e p or not i t i s hard to t e l l 

E d d ie w i l l send the g i r l s a book mark t h a t he made him s e l f 
they are not v e r y n i c e but i t i s the f i r s t t h a t he made and 
wants t o send them I w i l l t r y and make them one my s e l f 
some of these days w e l l i w i l l w a i t u n t i l l morning t o f i n i s h 
t h i s l e t t e r f o r I cant see eney more 

Jan 18th 1880 w e l l I w i l l ssend t h i s l e t t e r i have w a i t e d 
l o n g e n u f f . A l l w e l l . E d d i e has been to Sunday s c h o o l he 
goes e v r y sunday he goes to s c h o o l t o he wrote a l e t t e r to 
i d a but i can not f i n d i t and he i s not here. 

good bye w r i t e soon V i r a Greene Marve says he i s s i c k but 
w i l l f e e l b e t e r when he comes i n 

FROM ELVIRA GREEN TO "DEAR FOLKS & MOTHER" - MARCH 25, 18 

( E l v i r a l e f t out the y e a r ) 

D a t e l i n e d C h i c o : " I take my pen i n hand to w r i t e you a 
l e t t e r . We have been w a i t i n g some time to get an answer to 
the l e t t e r we wrote i n November and i t came back t o us the 
o t h e r day so I thought I would w r i t e a g a i n . We are w e l l a l l 
but Eddie he has got the hooping cough and i s p r e t t y s i c k 
w i t h i t he i s w r i t i n g to you now and says take good car e of 
B u s t e r f o r him so he can have him when he comes back. 

" W e l l as I suppose t h a t you have f o r g o t t e n how we l o o k by 
t h i s time we w i l l send you our photographs so when you want 
to know how we l o o k you can j u s t l o o k at them and we want 
you r s i n your n e x t l e t t e r have them taken t o g e t h e r i f you 
can t e l l Minna to send hers and B i l l and the c h i l d r e n . When 
I was w r i t i n to her was i n a h u r r y and d i d not t h i n k to t e l l 
her t o . 



" W e l l what i s a l l of the f o l k s a d o i n t h e r e t h i s w i n t e r i s 
Ren agoin to marry t h a t Wycoff g i r l we herd i t was the 
s t o r y . Now t e l l him to h o l d on and l o o k b e f o r e he l e a p s 
t h a t t h e r e i s g i r l s t h a t i s a m i t y s i t e b e t t e r than her. He 
i s young and need not be i n eny h u r r y to get m a r r i e d he had 
b e t t e r s t a y s i n g e l than to rue the day a f t e r werds but i t i s 
no b u s i n e s s of mine. I do not want to meddle but t h a t i s 
what I t h i n k and I have s a i d i t . T e l l Ren as he never 
w r i t e s to us t h a t he must not e x p e c t us to w r i t e to him. 

" W e l l as Marv w i l l w r i t e when he comes home I w i l l c l o s e 
h o p i n g to hear from you soon. We remain as e v e r , c h i l d r e n 
M a r v i n W. and E l v i r a Green." 

FROM SUPPLINA RICE TO ALMINA SCHILLING - JANUARY 25, 1885 

" H a l l s p o r t , J a n u a r y 25, 1885. My Dear Mina: I cannot t e l l 
you how g l a d I was to r e c e i v e your l e t t e r a l t h o u g h i t 
c o n t a i n e d v e r y bad news. I v e r y d e e p l y sympathise w i t h you 
and your Ma I know v e r y w e l l the deep sorrow and a n g u i s h 
t h a t r e n t your h e a r t s . • I had heard of your Pa d e a t h a 
l i t t l e w h i l e b e f o r e I r e c e i v e d your l e t t e r t h e r e was a 
l e t t e r came t o C l a r i e from M i s s T a i n t e r t h a t t o l d us he was 
dead but t o l d none of the p a r t i c u l a r s . You s a i d your Ma 
t a l k e d of coming home, why, I c l i n c h e d i t as a drowning man 
would a s t r a w I was so a n x i o u s f o r her to come we are 
g e t t i n g o l d the time i s s h o r t t h a t we have to s t a y here and 
I t h i n k i t i s to hard f o r s i s t e r s to be s e p a r a t e d as we a r e . 
Mary Ann i s i n P o r t a g e NY s t a t e she has not w r i t t e n to me i n 
two or t h r e e y e a r s . Diana's c h i l d r e n are a l l m a r r i e d she 
l i v e s p a r t of the time i n B e a n v i l l e w i t h Pet and p a r t of t h e 
time w i t h Mary i n W e l l s v i l l e her h e a l t h i s poor. John l i v e s 
i n W e l l s v i l l e y e t . Almeda's c h i l d r e n a l l l i v e i n P o r t 
A l l e g a n y , Penn except Eva she i s m a r r i e d and gone to l i v e i n 
Washington T e r r i t o r y , she has two c h i l d r e n . Wealtha i s not 
m a r r i e d y e t she i s a good C h r i s t i a n g i r l she l i v e s w i t h 
Angelo D. D i s not m a r r i e d n e i t h e r . B a r r n i l l e r l i v e s 
around here he i s not m a r r i e d . Edwin i s m a r r i e d the second 
time and has bought the Smythe l o t and b u i l t a n i c e house on 
i t . He r e n t s h i s farm they have a l i t t l e boy n i n e months 
o l d . C l a r i e i s not v e r y w e l l t h e y l i v e i n H a l l s p o r t and are 
k e e p i n g s t o r e he has r e n t e d h i s farm. L y t i e and her husband 
are i n Lima Seminary, t e a c h i n g NY s t a t e . Hiram P a r k e r d i e d 
the next day a f t e r C h r i s t m a s was b u r i e d Sunday. A f t e r he 
l i v e d i n H a l l s p o r t where Almeda use to l i v e , t h e r e i s no one 
l i v e s i n the o l d H o t e l . Thanks t o the good L o r d we have no 
l i q u o r h o l e i n H a l l s p o r t . How does the temperance q u e s t i o n 
p r o s p e r i n your p l a c e , the r e s t of the people l i v e where 
they used to when you was here. Of course the p l a c e has 
changed some. How I do w i s h your Ma c o u l d come home and 
s t a y a l o n g time i t seems as i f t h e r e was n o t h i n g t o h i n d e r . 
Now about C l a y , I h a r d l y know what to say about him. He i s 
a l a r g e broad s h o u l d e r e d man I t h i n k he i s p r e t t y good t o 
work f o r a l i t t l e w h i l e he i s r a t h e r f i c k l e minded he ran 



away t h r e e times from O r v i l l e the two f i r s t t i m e s O r v i l l e 
went and found him and brought him home the l a s t t i me he l e t 
him go and he came back a f t e r a w h i l e he can read a l i t t l e 
he can't w r i t e he has been to s c h o o l a good many terms i t 
seemed he c o u l d not l e a r n he don't l i v e w i t h O r v i l l e s i n c e 
he l e f t h i s farm he has been l i v i n g here and t h e r e j u s t as 
he c o u l d f i n d a p l a c e . I w i s h he c o u l d go west maybe he 
would do b e t t e r , what k i n d of men a r e h i s b r o t h e r s . That i s 
a l l I can t h i n k of now. T e l l your Ma to w r i t e t o me once 
more and be s u r e and l e t me know what she says about i t now 
good by, may the L o r d b l e s s you. S. R i c e . " 

FROM MRS. M. W. GREEN TO MRS. WM. SCHILLING - FEB. 8, 1885 
At home Dear B r o t h e r and s i s t e r We r e c e i v e d your l e t t r e i t 
found us a l l w e l l . but Eddie and L o l a has been s i c k you 
wanted to know how Marve thought i looked. W e l l he says 
t e l l you t h a t i l o o k ten per cent b e t t e r then when we went 
out t h e r e . I have been f e e l i n g s p l e n d i d so f a r . Marve says 
t h a t he i s comeing home and make you a l l a good l o n g v i s i t 
i n a year or two. Mina i n r e g a r d s t o money he says i f you 
had asked him b e f o r e he c o u l d have l e t you had i t . but now 
he has spent i t a l l i n a g r o c e r e s s t o r e . and he dont know 
when he w i l l get i t t o spend now. w e l l i . . . . a s u i t of 
u n d e r c l o t h they are one of them t h a t i showed you and 
i am g o i n g to make two more s u i t s i w i l l send you a p a t t e r n 
of each one then you can make the same i f you want t o . W e l l 
Mina I have b a k e i n g a l l day and i am t i r e d so i w i l l not 
w r i t e eney more t h i s time now w r i t e soon and t e l l me a l l the 
news. Ed d i e wrote t o Ida some time ago t e l l c o r a t o w r i t e 
to us. Ed i s g o i n g to w r i t e to her soon w e l l good buy. 

L e t my name be k i n d l y spoken. Though I am f a r away from 
th e . L e t our f r i e n d s h i p not be b r o k e n . Though I'm gone f a r 
over the sea. Mrs. M. W. Green, 1123 21 s t r e e e t , San 
F r a n c i s c o , C a l l 

FROM SUPPLINA RICE TO "MY DEAR NEPHEW" - NOVEMBER 1, 1889 

"My Dear Nephew ( E l m e r ) , I r e c e i v e d those p i c t u r e s l a s t 
n i g h t and I a s s u r e you I was g l a d words cannot e x p r e s s my 
thanks to you and your dear Mother f o r them I t e l l you I had 
to shed a few t e a r s of j o y over them they were j u s t what I 
have been w i s h i n g f o r a l o n g time and I w i l l send t h a t 
p i c t u r e to Diana as soon as I f i n d where she i s . I have not 
seen her i n t h r e e or f o u r y e a r s some of the time she i s to 
Mary's and then to E d i t h she has been t o Camrons a w h i l e and 
then to D e f f ' s so I don't know where she i s now. 

"Now Elmer you w i l l be v e r y good t o your dear Mother. Make 
her l i f e as happy as you can. S t e r n s s a i d you were a l l the 
boy she had t o r e l y upon. I have no boys to depend upon 
they a l l have f a m i l i e s of t h e i r own to look a f t e r . You have 
my p r a y e r s and b e s t wishes f o r your f u t u r e h a p p i n e s s . 



" W r i t e as o f t e n as you can so I can know how you p r o s p e r . 
Goodby. Aunt S u p p l i n a . " 

FROM SUPPLINA RICE TO ZELPAH GREEN - NOVEMBER 2, 1889 

"My Dear s i s t e r -- How do you do t h i s morning. I am as 
w e l l as u s u a l my h e a l t h i s not v e r y good at the b e s t but I 
keep moving round and oversee my work. I have a g i r l to h e l p 
me she goes to s c h o o l the f a l l term i s out now I expect the 
w i n t e r term w i l l commence b e f o r e l o n g . How do you get a l o n g 
a l l these weary y e a r s I know you must be v e r y l o n e l y by my 
own e x p e r i e n c e we used to have l a r g e f a m i l y s now my f a m i l y 
are a l l gone but my s e l f how l i t t l e we knew i n our young 
days what l a y i n s t o r e f o r us we have been f o r g o t t e n over 
twenty y e a r s l o n g sad and d r e a r y they have been to me 
s i c k n e s s t r o u b l e and sorrow have been my l o t but s t i l l I 
have had some b l e s s i n g s the Good L o r d has spared my l i f e t o 
be most 75 y e a r s o l d and many o t h e r b l e s s i n g s . I know you 
have had many l o s s e s and d i s a p p o i n t m e n t s s i c k n e s s and sorrow 
but i t i s the M a s t e r s good p l e a s u r e to g i v e us j o y f o r 
sorrow i n the hours of t r o u b l e l e t us l o o k to Him and put 
our t r u s t i n Him who says come unto me a l l ye t h a t l a b o r and 
are heavy laden and I w i l l g i v e you r e s t . S t e r n s was here a 
s m a l l p o r t i o n of the time he was v i s i t i n g here but d i d not 
get much out of him about you. I thought he ought to have 
brought you w i t h him t h e r e has been a good many deaths 
around here w i t h i n a few y e a r s Warren d i e d the f o u r t h of 
J u l y i n t h a t month I s a c S t o u t Cran Grash and Nate Turner I 
suppose you know t h a t F a t h e r and Mother R i c e are dead. 
M i n e r v a has gone back West somewhere I don't know where I 
never have heard from her nor dont want to she t r i e d to do 
me a l l the h u r t she c o u l d b e f o r e she went. D i a n a was w e l l 
the l a s t I heard from her so were John's f o l k s I have not 
heard or seen any of them s i n c e the f u n e r a l . Edwins f o l k s 
are w e l l t hey have t h r e e l i t t l e c h i l d r e n . 0 T. f o l k s a re 
w e l l they a l l seem to be d o i n g w e l l . 

"Eugene Edwins o l d e s t boy runs my p l a c e he i s one and twenty 
y e a r s . I suppose you knew t h a t B u r t i e was dead he the 
second boy he d i e d two y e a r s l a s t A p r i l . I was g l a d to g e t 
those p i c t u r e s but they dont l o o k j u s t as you d i d when you 
went away time t e l l s on us b o t h . I cant you much about Mary 
Ann she l i v e s near B u f f a l o her was poor she had a tumor 
removed. L y t i e and Wellyn and Mabel are i n Lima L i v i n g s t o n 
Co. i n the Seminary. Now us p r e p a r e to meet i n t h a t happy 
l a n d good by your s i s t e r S. R i c e . " 

FROM VIRA GREEN TO MINA SCHILLING - JANUARY 12, 1925 

Dear s i s t e r mina. i t was w i t h the g r e a t e s t p l e a s u r e t h a t I 
r e c e i v e d your l e t t e r as I had not heard from any one of you 
s i n c e the f l o o d . The l e t t e r I r e c . . from P e a r l ' s husband, 
but he d i d not t e l l me h i s a d d r e s s or name. s i g n e d h i m s e l f 



as Ham so hou see I c o u l d not answer. but a t l a s t we are 
s t r a i g h t so we can hear once i n a w h i l e . I have been l i v i n g 
w i t h L o l a f o r the l a s t 4-1/2 y e a r . but I go an come as I 
l i k e . I was w i t h Wheeler C h r i s t m a s week. l a s t week was t o 
see Warren. they a l l l i v e near hear so i t i s not hard, 
they are a l l marred Ed no baby. L o l a 3. 1 boy 2 g i r l . 
Wheeler 4. 1 g i r l 3 boy. Warren 3 g i r l y . we are a l l w e l l 
and happy and hope you are a l l happy t o . 1 an i n the b e s t of 
h e l g t h . I have been not v e r y w e l l f o r the l a s t 5 or 6 y e a r . 
3 year ago I had a s t r o k e an was i n bed. 11 month. the Dr. 
s a i d I c o u l d not l i v e and i f i d i d i would never walk. But 
I am s t i l l hear and l i v e l y t o o . can walk as w e l l as ever 
o n l y limp once i n a w h i l e . W e l l as L o l a i s g e t t i n g ready to 
go out I w i l l c l o s e . now w r i t e soon and o f t e n L o l a o l d e s t 
g i r l w i l l w r i t e t o you soon. Good bye f o r t h i s time from 
your s i s t e r V i r a 

Dear Aunt Mina, I t was c e r t a i n l y n i c e to hear from you and 
t h a t you were s t i l l l i v i n g and w e l l . 

I am w e l l and happy and have 3 c h i l d r e n and a son i n law and 
a g r a n d c h i l d . so you see I am d o i n g v e r y w e l l . My husband 
and I was back t o A t l a n t i c C i t y and New York S t a t e l a s t 
Summer and had a f i n e time. We go t o T u l s a OK t h i s year i f 
n o t h i n g happens W e l l I w i l l c l o s e f o r t h i s time w i l l w r i t e 
you a n i c e l o n g l e t t e r soon With l o v e , L o l a Menzies 


