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Overview: I have prepared this document to provide supplemental information on the source material 

referenced in the JAMIS 2014 paper whenever possible. My motivation for doing this is primarily to 

provide an archival quality companion for the paper such that future researchers can benefit from all the 

documents that were compiled as a result of the extensive amount of research that went into 

documenting the life, career, and instruments of George Choate. In addition, I would also like to 

specifically encourage any researchers (genealogy, civil war, circus, brass band, musical instrument, etc.) 

to contact me if they have additional information that provides more details on the life and career of 

George Choate and/or any of the bands (town, circus, regimental, etc.) where he was the bandleader. I 

continue to research Choate’s life and career and, in particular, the activities of the regimental bands he 

led during the civil war in the 35th N.Y. infantry and 20th N.Y. cavalry regiments. If you have any relevant 

information or are aware of other possible information sources that I could look into, please do contact 

me (info provided above). Also, if you find any errors in the JAMIS paper or this supplemental 

documentation I would also be grateful if you would please let me know. Note that several errors in 

JAMIS paper footnotes have been corrected in this document as noted below. 

 

Format: Below I have listed each note as it appeared in the JAMIS paper. I follow each note’s entry with a 

Supplemental Source Material (SSM) entry that contains a wide variety of information including 

additional comments, corrections, newspaper clippings, other digital images, transcriptions, photos, 

website links, etc. For some notes no SSM entry is provided but the note is still listed for completeness 

and easy cross-referencing from the JAMIS paper. Whenever a PDF scan is available of a newspaper 

clipping or other non-copyrighted document (e.g. civil war pension file), I have included a PDF softcopy 

in the accompanying ZIP file where the PDF filename begins with SSMXY and X corresponds to the note 

number below and Y is A, B, C, D, E ... etc. whenever there is more than one PDF file included for each 

note entry. 

 

  

http://amis.org/publications/journal/
mailto:DavisCH@missouri.edu
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Note 1. Nelson Lankford, Richmond Burning: The Last Days of the Confederate Capital (New York: Penguin 

Group, 2002). 

 

Note 1 SSM:  Material is copyrighted, but author notes related to regimental band and/or 20th N.Y. 

cavalry activities are provided below. 

 

Page notes from book related to regimental bands and/or 20th N.Y. cavalry regiment: 

 

Pg. 72, Moonset at 1:27 AM April 3, 1865. 

Pg. 86, “almost until the moon set [1:27 AM], early the next morning [April 3, 1865], regimental bands 

filled the air with patriotic tunes.” Gen. Ewell ordered confederate bands to play to hide the noise of the 

Confederate evacuation of Richmond. 

Pg. 129-130, Chpt. 10:  "strains of the national anthem" heard 

Pg. 132, 20th NY Cav., Sgt. Leander Bossout (Co. A), see Chpt. 10, Endnote 32, Letter to Sister Dated April 

5, 1865. See GLC03523.45.87 supplemental info below. 

Pg. 165, As Lincoln’s carriage drove slowly through the crowds “army bands played patriotic tunes” 

during Lincoln’s visit and April 4, 1865. Possibly 20th N.Y. cavalry regimental band. 

Pg. 182, Chpt 15: “bands are playing in the Capital Square” during the first few days after union 

occupation (see also Note 65 SSM). These were regimental bands and it is likely the band of the 20th N.Y. 

cavalry participated since it was attached to the Field and Staff HQ of the regiment which was on provost 

duty in the capital under Col. David M. Evans. 

 

GLC03523.45.87 Leander Bossout (or Bossnut) to his sister, April 5, 1865 

The Gilder Lehrman Institute 

170 Central Park West 

New York, NY 10024 

212-787-6616 

 

Excerpts from the letter: Bossout’s company drove “the rebs of their forts”. Company A and B “was the 

first Co of Calv that went into the City.” They captured “190 Prisoners [and] there was 100 of us.” “P.S. 

we had our Regt had the honor of Plasing the stars and stripes over the Rebel Captal of Richmond[.] our 

Regt. is Comanded, by Cornal D. M. Evans[.] he is just A smart man[.] he is good to his men ..” 
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Note 2. Morning Star (Rockford, IL), Sunday, August 13, 1893, p. 5, col. 3 with extracts from Winona Daily 

Republican (Winona, MN), Tuesday, August 8, 1893, p. 3, col. 3. 
 

Note 2 SSM:  Full clippings for each newspaper article are below.  See SSM2A and SSM2B PDFs for full 

page views. 
 

Morning Star (Rockford, IL), Sunday, August 13, 1893, p. 5, col. 3: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Winona Daily Republican (Winona, MN), Tuesday, August 8, 1893, p. 3, col. 3: 
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Note 3. John A. Haddock, The Growth of a Century: History of Jefferson County, New York from 1793 to 1894 

(Albany, NY: Weed-Parsons Printing Company, 1895), 769. 

 

Note 3 SSM:  Excerpt from pg. 769 provided below. The entire book is available on Google Books:  

http://books.google.com/books?id=KyUVAAAAYAAJ&dq=The%20Growth%20of%20a%20Century%3A

%20History%20of%20Jefferson%20County%2C%20New%20York%20from%201793%20to%201894&pg=P

P2#v=onepage&q=The%20Growth%20of%20a%20Century:%20History%20of%20Jefferson%20County,%2

0New%20York%20from%201793%20to%201894&f=false 

 

 
 

Note 4. Robert Kitchen, “Edward Kendall, America’s First Circus Bandmaster,” Bandwagon 21, no. 2 

(1977): 25-27. 

 

Note 4 SSM:  None. Material is copyrighted. 

 

Note 5. Stewart Thayer, Annals of the American Circus, 1793-1860, vols. 1, 2, and 3 (Seattle: Dauven and 

Thayer, 2000), 232, 243, 254, 281. 

 

Note 5 SSM:  There are very few copies of the circus annals in circulation.  Only one was available via 

inter-library loan services. Relevant excerpts for Kendall circus tours from the page numbers above 

provided below. Select northern cities in NY are shown in bold for some years. 

 

Pg. 232:  1832 and 1833:  Kendall, bandleader, New England Caravan [1832: ME, MA, RI, VT; 1833: 

MA,RI,VT,QUE,CT,NY - Albany] 

Pg. 232:  1834:  Kendall, bandleader, Waring, Tufts, and Co. Circus (menagerie) [NY-Troy, MA, RI, ME, 

MD] 

Pg. 243:  1837:  Kendall+Boston Brass Band, Purdy, Welch, Macomber & Co. Menagerie [NJ, NY-Albany, 

Troy, Rochester, Auburn, Syracuse, PA] 

Pg. 254:  1835:  Kendall, bandleader, Palmer's Circus and Gymnastic Arena [SC, GA, VA, MD, PA] 

Pg. 281:  1840:  Kendall, bandleader, Victory Arena and Great Western Circus - S.H. Nichols [NY-Albany, 

NJ, PA, NY-Utica, Ithaca, Cortland] 

Pg. 281:  1841:  Kendall, bandleader, Great Western Circus or Albany Amphitheater [NY-Troy, Utica, 

Syracuse, PA, OH] 

Pg. 316:  1847:  Kendall, bandleader, North American Circus (Spalding) [NY-Albany, Troy, Utica, Rome, 

Syracuse, PA,OH,IN,KY,MO, TN,MS,LA] 

 

  

http://books.google.com/books?id=KyUVAAAAYAAJ&dq=The%20Growth%20of%20a%20Century%3A%20History%20of%20Jefferson%20County%2C%20New%20York%20from%201793%20to%201894&pg=PP2#v=onepage&q=The%20Growth%20of%20a%20Century:%20History%20of%20Jefferson%20County,%20New%20York%20from%201793%20to%201894&f=false
http://books.google.com/books?id=KyUVAAAAYAAJ&dq=The%20Growth%20of%20a%20Century%3A%20History%20of%20Jefferson%20County%2C%20New%20York%20from%201793%20to%201894&pg=PP2#v=onepage&q=The%20Growth%20of%20a%20Century:%20History%20of%20Jefferson%20County,%20New%20York%20from%201793%20to%201894&f=false
http://books.google.com/books?id=KyUVAAAAYAAJ&dq=The%20Growth%20of%20a%20Century%3A%20History%20of%20Jefferson%20County%2C%20New%20York%20from%201793%20to%201894&pg=PP2#v=onepage&q=The%20Growth%20of%20a%20Century:%20History%20of%20Jefferson%20County,%20New%20York%20from%201793%20to%201894&f=false
http://books.google.com/books?id=KyUVAAAAYAAJ&dq=The%20Growth%20of%20a%20Century%3A%20History%20of%20Jefferson%20County%2C%20New%20York%20from%201793%20to%201894&pg=PP2#v=onepage&q=The%20Growth%20of%20a%20Century:%20History%20of%20Jefferson%20County,%20New%20York%20from%201793%20to%201894&f=false
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Note 6. Ibid., 482 and Havana Journal (Havana, NY), Saturday, July 21, 1855, p. 3, col. 2. 

 

Note 6 SSM:  Circus newspaper advertisement (excerpt) provided below. Full page view is in SSM6 PDF. 
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Note 7.  1850 Census, Amos Choate and family, Wilna, Jefferson County, NY. 

 

Note 7 SSM:  1850 census excerpt below. Note the profession/occupation/trade shown in the 1850 census 

entry below for Hannibal Choate, age 15, is a musician. 

 

 
 

 

 

Note 8. Ibid., John Olds and family, Wilna, Jefferson County, NY.  

 

Note 8 SSM:  1850 census excerpt for Anson Olds, age 25, son of John Olds, age 57, farmer. 
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Note 9. Ogdensburg Journal (Ogdensburg, NY), Tuesday, September 10, 1946, p. 4, col. 3. 

 

Note 9 SSM:  Excerpt from obituary of Alice Olds, daughter of Anson Olds. Full article in SSM9 PDF. 

 

 
 

Note 10. Commercial Advertiser (Canton, NY), Tuesday, August 9, 1921, p. 4, col. 2. 

 

Note 10 SSM:  Excerpt from newspaper article entitled “Dr. Sturevant Tells of Band Fifty Years Ago”. 

Full article in SSM10 PDF. 

 

 
 

Note 11. An E. G. Wright silver keyed bugle that descended in the Olds family is now preserved at the 

Williams College Museum of Art, Williamstown, MA. 

 

Note 11 SSM:  See http://wcma.williams.edu/collection/. The estate of Mrs. Frank Olds likely donated the 

bugle. 

 

Note 12. David Lasocki, “New Light on the Early History of the Keyed Bugle Part I: The Astor 

Advertisement and Collins vs. Green,” Historic Brass Journal 21 (2009): 11. 

 

Note 12  SSM:  None. Material is copyrighted. 

  

Note 13. Ralph T. Dudgeon, The Keyed Bugle, 2nd ed. (Lanham, MD: Scarecrow Press Inc., 2004), 57-62. 

 

Note 13 SSM:  None. Material is copyrighted. 

 

Note 14. Robert E. Eliason, “Recently Found Keyed Bugle by Boston Maker Henry Sibley,” Newsletter of 

the American Musical Instrument Society 38, no. 2 (Fall 2009): 20. 

http://wcma.williams.edu/collection/
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Note 14 SSM:  Article available online: http://amis.org/publications/newsletter/2001/38.2-2009.pdf 

 

Note 15.  Robert E. Eliason, “Bugles Beyond Compare,” Journal of the American Musical Instrument Society 

31 (2005): 91-132. 

 

Note 15 SSM:  None. Material is copyrighted. 

 

Note 16. The original Asté patent included a fingering chart for a ten-key model in which key eight with 

key seven was used for pedal octave note F-sharp, key eight alone for pedal G, and key eight with key 

nine for pedal A-flat. Key nine fingered only pedal notes G-sharp with key eight and A; and key ten was 

used only for pedal note B-flat. Dodworth’s fingering chart for a ten-key E-flat bugle reproduced by 

Dudgeon shows key eight used only as an alternate for third space C and in combination with other keys 

for high A and B-flat. Keys nine, ten, and eleven are used only in combination with other keys for high B-

flat, B, and C. Dudgeon, note 13, p. 24, 225. 

 

Note 16 SSM:  None. 

 

Note 17. City directory of Utica, NY, 1848-49. 

 

Note 17 SSM:  Excerpt from the Utica city directory is below. The city directory is available from the 

Oneida County Historical Society (http://www.oneidacountyhistory.org). 

 

 
 

Note 18.  Oneida Morning Herald (Utica, NY), Wednesday, August 2, 1848, p. 1, col. 5. 

 

Note 18 SSM:  Newspaper clipping below. Odd Fellows in the newspaper story below refers to 

Independent Order of the Odd Fellows (see http://www.ioof.org/). Full page view in SSM18 PDF. 
 

 

 
 

  

http://amis.org/publications/newsletter/2001/38.2-2009.pdf
http://www.oneidacountyhistory.org/
http://www.ioof.org/
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Note 19.  Ibid., Tuesday, May 8, 1849, p. 1, col. 4. 

 

Note 19 SSM:  Full newspaper article clipping below. Full page view in SSM19 PDF. 

 

 
 

Note 20.  Director-General of New Netherland colony from 1633 until 1638. 

 

Note 20 SSM: See http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Wouter_van_Twiller 

 

Note 21.  Oneida Morning Herald (Utica, NY), Thursday, September 6, 1849, p. 1, col. 4. 

 

Note 21 SSM:  Full newspaper article clipping below. Note the italics on the word “some” is likely 

indicating sarcasm. Full page view in SSM21 PDF. 

 

 
 

Note 22.  M.M. Bagg, Pioneers of Utica (Utica, NY: Curtis and Childs, 1877), 313. 

 

Note 22 SSM:  None. 

 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Wouter_van_Twiller
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Note 23.  Utica Sunday Journal (Utica, NY), Sunday, May 24, 1896, p. 3, col. 1-2. 

 

Note 23 SSM:  Partial newspaper clipping excerpts below. Full article can be found in SSM23 PDF. 

 

     

 
 

 

 

Note 24.  Dudgeon, note 13, 78-79. 

 

Note 24 SSM:  None. Material is copyrighted. 
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Note 25.  Gouverneur Tribune Press (Antwerp, NY), Thursday, August 21, 2003, p. 4, col. 4. 

 

Note 25 SSM:  Excerpt from newspaper article titled “More history of Antwerp’s 150 years since 

inception.” Full newspaper article is in SSM25 PDF. 
 

 
Note 26.  Thayer, note 5, 133-135. 
 

Note 26 SSM:  None. See Note 5. 

 

Note 27.  Ibid., 478. 
 

Note 27 SSM:  Excerpts from Thayer provided below. In addition, Boston Herald newspaper 

advertisement from 1853 shows that “Choate’s Philadelphia Brass Band” was in the “Appolonicon” 

bandwagon drawn by the 40 horses. This is the same bandwagon used in 1854 and 1855 by Spalding & 

Rogers’ two circuses (see Notes 6 and 31). Full newspaper page containing the circus ad is in SSM27 PDF. 
 

Page number listings for G.R. Choate in Thayer’s index and Thayer’s 1853 listing of Spalding & Rogers 

North American Circus performers: 
 

         
 

Boston Herald (Boston, MA), October 5, 1853, p. 3, col. 6: 
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Note 28.  Dudgeon, note 13, 82. 

 

Note 28 SSM:  None. Material is copyrighted. 

 

Note 29.  Kitchen, note 4 and Thayer, note 5, 232, 243, 254, 281, 316, 431, 481-82, 624. 

 

Note 29 SSM:  Notes derived from Thayer for Kendall’s circus tours provided below. Select northern 

cities in NY are listed for some years. See Thayer for more detailed travel itineraries. 

 

Pg. 232 -  1832 and 1833:  Kendall, bandleader, New England Caravan [1832: ME, MA, RI, VT; 1833: MA, 

RI, VT, QUE, CT, NY - Albany] 

Pg. 232 -  1834:  Kendall, bandleader, Waring, Tufts, and Co. Circus (menagerie) [NY-Troy, MA, RI, ME, 

MD] 

Pg. 243 - 1837:  Kendall + Boston Brass Band, Purdy, Welch, Macomber & Co. Menagerie [NJ, NY-Albany, 

Troy, Rochester, Auburn, Syracuse, PA] 

Pg. 254 - 1835:  Kendall, bandleader, Palmer's Circus and Gymnastic Arena [SC, GA, VA, MD, PA] 

Pg. 281 - 1840:  Kendall, bandleader, Victory Arena and Great Western Circus - S.H. Nichols [NY-Albany, 

NJ, PA, NY-Utica, Ithaca, Cortland] 

Pg. 281 - 1841:  Kendall, bandleader, Great Western Circus or Albany Amphitheater [NY-Troy, Utica, 

Syracuse, PA, OH] 

Pg. 316 - 1847:  Kendall, bandleader, North American Circus (Spalding) [NY-Albany, Troy, Utica, Rome, 

Syracuse, PA, OH, IN, KY, MO, TN, MS, LA] 

Pg. 431 - 1848: Kendall, bandleader, Spalding's North American Circus [AL, LA, TN, OH, KY, MO, IL, IA, 

WI, MI] 

Pg. 481 - 1854: Kendall's Brass Band, 40 horse hitch, Spalding & Rogers' Two Circuses, Choate String 

Band 

Pg. 482 - 1855: Kendall's Brass Band, Choate String Band 40 horse hitch, Spalding & Rogers' Two Circuses 

United 

Pg. 532 - 1856: Kendall, bandleader, Spalding & Rogers' New Railroad Circus 

Pg. 624 - 1858: Kendall, bandleader, Nixon's Great American Circus and Kemp's Mammoth English 

Circus 

 

Note 30.  Thayer, note 5, 481. 

 

Note 30 SSM:  Detailed travel itinerary is given in Thayer on pg. 481. 
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Note 31.  Sumnter Banner (Sumterville, SC), November 22, 1854, p. 4, col. 1. 

 

Note 31 SSM:  Excerpt of relevant section of newspaper circus ad below. Full circus ad is in SSM31 PDF. 

 

 
 

Note 32.  Thayer, note 5, 482. 

 

Note 32 SSM:  Excerpt from Thayer for 1855 Spalding & Rogers’ Circus. Detailed travel itinerary is given 

in Thayer pg. 482. 

 

 
 

Note 33.  Morning Star, note 2. 

 

Note 33 SSM:  See Note 2 SSM above.  

 

Note 34.  Thayer, note 5, 587. 
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Note 34 SSM:  Excerpt from Thayer for 1856 Meyer circus shown below. Also, a Boston Herald newspaper 

advertisement from 1856 shows that “Choate’s celebrated Brass Band!” was advertised. Full newspaper 

page containing the circus ad is in SSM34A PDF. In addition, in the JAMIS paper (see pg. 88) we 

speculated that Choate was also a musician and/or band leader for other circuses in 1857 and 1859 even 

though we had yet to locate corroborating information. After submission of the final manuscript for 

publication in JAMIS, we did confirm that Choate was a bandleader in the Nixon & Kemp Great Eastern 

Circus in 1857. A newspaper clipping from the Camden Democrat shows that “Choat’s Splendid N. York 

Brass Band” was advertised with the Nixon & Kemp circus. The Nixon & Kemp newspaper ad is also 

shown below. The full newspaper page containing the Nixon & Kemp circus ad is in SSM34B PDF. 

 

 
 

Boston Herald (Boston, MA), May 26, 1856, p. 3, col. 5: 
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Ashland Union (Ashland, OH), September 16, 1857, p. 4, col. 4: 
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Note 35.  Ibid., 621-22. 

 

Note 35 SSM:  Excerpt from Thayer for 1858 Burt & Robinson circus: 

 

 

 
 

Note 36.  Ibid., 566. 

 

Note 36 SSM:  Excerpt from Thayer for 1860 Lent’s circus provided below. In addition, Camden Democrat 

newspaper advertisement from 1860 shows that “G.R. Choat’s National Brass Band” was advertised. Full 

newspaper page containing the circus ad is in SSM36 PDF. 
 

 
 

Camden Democrat (Camden, NJ), May 5, 1860, p. 3, col. 3: 

 

 
 



Page 17 of 56 

 

Note 37.  1860 Census, George R. Choate, 22nd Ward, 4th Division, New York, NY. 

 

Note 37 SSM:  1860 United States Federal Census record for George R. Choate ("Musician") shown below. 

 

http://persi.heritagequestonline.com/hqoweb/library/do/census/browse?selection=county&year=1860&ye

arid=8&state=NY&stateid=1&countyid=753 

 

1860   >   NEW YORK   >    NEW YORK   >   22-WARD, 4th DIVISION (DISTRICT), NEW YORK CITY 

Series:  M653    Roll:  820   Page:  53   Date: 15 June, 1860 

 

 

http://persi.heritagequestonline.com/hqoweb/library/do/census/browse?selection=county&year=1860&yearid=8&state=NY&stateid=1&countyid=753
http://persi.heritagequestonline.com/hqoweb/library/do/census/browse?selection=county&year=1860&yearid=8&state=NY&stateid=1&countyid=753
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Note 38.  New-York Reformer (Watertown, NY), Thursday, July 19, 1860, p. 2, col. 6. 

 

Note 38 SSM:  Excerpt from “Local News” subheading “Carthage News.” See SSM38 PDF for full article. 

 

 
 

Note 39.  Thayer, note 5, 429. 

 

Note 39 SSM:  None. 

 

Note 40.  Ibid., 481. 

 

Note 40 SSM:  Except from Thayer for 1854 Spalding & Roger’s Circus. Note that Choate is NOT listed in 

Thayer but the 1854 Spalding and Roger’s circus ad in Fig 4a. of the JAMIS paper (see also note 31 SSM 

above) shows that Choate was leader of the “String Band” just as he was for the 1855 Spalding & Roger’s 

Circus (see Note 32 SSM).  

 

 
 

Note 41.  Ibid., 407-410, 621-622. 

 

Note 41 SSM:  None. 

 

Note 42.  The Advance (Ogdensburg, NY), September 13, 1861, p. 5, col. 4. 

 

Note 42 SSM:  Full newspaper article clipping below. See SSM42 PDF for full article. 
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Note 43.  Choate, George R., Muster Records of the 35th N.Y. Volunteer Infantry, New York State 

Archives, New York Civil War Muster Roll Abstracts, 1861-1900, Cultural Education Center, Albany, 

NY, Archive Collection #13775-83, Box #117, Roll #975-976. 

 

Note 43 SSM:  Choate’s muster record for 35th N.Y. Infantry is shown below. SSM43 PDF contains this 

and also Choate’s muster record for the 20th N.Y. Cavalry as well. 

 
Note 44.  National Republican (Washington, D.C.), July 13, 1861, p. 3, col. 4. 
 

Note 44 SSM: Full newspaper article clipping below. See SSM44 PDF for full page view. 
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Note 45.  Carthage Republican (Carthage, NY), July 25, 1861, p. 2, col. 5. 

 

Note 45 SSM:  Full newspaper article clipping below. See SSM45 PDF for partial page view from 

microfilm scans. 

 
 

Note 46.  The Advance, note 42. 

 

Note 46 SSM:  See Note 42 SSM. The Note 42 newspaper clipping references Choate advertising for 

musicians in the “Jefferson County papers.”  Below is one of these ads from the Daily Reformer 

(Watertown, NY), September 11, 1861, p. 2, col. 4. A full page view of this ad is in SSM46 PDF. 
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Note 47.  Shaw, Albert D., A Full Report of the First Re-Union and Banquet of the Thirty-Fifth N.Y. Vols. held at 

Watertown, N.Y. on December 13th, 1887 (Watertown, NY: Times Printing and Publishing House, 1888), 

Colonel Lord’s Second Letter, March 3, 1888, pp. 54-55. 

 

Note 47 SSM:  A modern day reprint of this book is available at 

http://www.higginsonbooks.com/cwny35ih.html.  Relevant excerpt from Colonel Lord’s second letter: 

 

 

 
 

Note 48.  Morning Star, note 2. 

 

Note 48 SSM:  See Note 2 SSM above.  

 

Note 49. Jefferson County Journal (Adams, NY), January 4*, 1887; Wesley Shaw, Letters, 1861-1865, various 

letters from March 1862, New York State Library, Scanned Publications Collection, Document ID #8385, 

Alt ID #122314952. 

 

*Note the date in the JAMIS paper was January 1 and this is corrected here to be January 4. 

 

Note 49 SSM:  All Jefferson County Journal and Jefferson County News newspaper entries were obtained 

from “The History of the 35th New York Regiment in the Civil War” published in 2013 by The Historical 

Association of South Jefferson, 29 East Church Street, Adams, NY (see http://hasjny.tripod.com/ and 

http://hasjny.tripod.com/id11.html). 

 

The Wesley Shaw letters from the NY State Library are available online: 

http://128.121.13.244/awweb/main.jsp?flag=collection&smd=1&cl=library1_lib&field11=122314952&tm=14

09178284124&itype=advs&menu=on). Excerpts from Jefferson County Journal and Wesley Shaw Letters are 

http://www.higginsonbooks.com/cwny35ih.html
http://hasjny.tripod.com/
http://hasjny.tripod.com/id11.html
http://128.121.13.244/awweb/main.jsp?flag=collection&smd=1&cl=library1_lib&field11=122314952&tm=1409178284124&itype=advs&menu=on
http://128.121.13.244/awweb/main.jsp?flag=collection&smd=1&cl=library1_lib&field11=122314952&tm=1409178284124&itype=advs&menu=on


Page 22 of 56 

 

both provided below. Digital images of the relevant pages from the Wesley Shaw Letters are in SSM49 

PDF. 

 

Jefferson County Journal (Adams, NY), January 4, 1887: 

 

Excerpt from letter to the Jefferson County Journal by Capt. Mendell: 

 

“On Thursday or Friday of the same week [CHD note: the days immediately following the first Battle of 

Bull Run] Company G with the Regiment with bag and bagged crossed the Potomac on the Long Bridge 

and went into camp near the site of Fort Tillinghast, also near Arlington. When the head of the Regiment 

was past the middle of the bridge the band played ‘Dixie’ with a will, causing the boys to shout and 

cheer.” 

 

Excerpts from Wesley Shaw, Letters, 1861-1865, March 1862, New York State Library, Scanned 

Publications Collection, Document ID #8385, Alt ID #122314952: 

 

"Near Alexandria March 20 1862" 

... 

"Since I wrote you last we had marched more 60 miles[.]  the day i wrote to you last was sundy and that 

night at 12 we had orders to be ready to march at 5 am for centerville (it was 20 miles).  the whole army of 

the potomac was on the move at that time when we went through fairfax the stars & strips was waving to 

the breeze[.] are men had taken the place in the morning[.] we got there at noon[.] it was a rainy day as 

we marched into fairfax we unwound our colors and the band played dixie as we marched through[.] 

they gave us three cheers for the union ..." 

... 

"March 11 I saw Maj Gen McClellen and his staff as he rode by on horse back[.] he had his cap in hand[.] 

our band played hail to the chief[.] we gave him three hearty cheers.” 

... 

"13 Jessie Patterson [private/corporal Co. H; discharged for disability, August 10, 1862 in D.C.] was back 

to camp[.] we lost are Brigade gen[.] our regt was in line with out arms to bid good by to him[.] as he 

pased by the band played old lang syne[.] as he went by we all raised our hats off are heads[.] when he 

got to the colors he made a few remarks then he left us[.] he went to washington as com of D.C." 

 

Note 50. Jefferson County News* (Adams, NY), September 19, 1861. 

 

Note 50 SSM:  Excerpt from Jefferson County News below. See also Note 49 SSM. 

 

“HQ, Arlington Heights” 

“Letter by S.J. Mendell dated Sept. 15th” 

... 

"Our Chaplain, Rev. S.L Merrill, preached to us this afternoon a most excellent discourse from 2d Cor.6:2: 

'Now is the appointed time; behold now is the day of salvation.'  The band played some sweet, plaintive 

music, and we all felt and realized it was good for us to be there." ...  “Capt. S.J. Mendell, Co. G” 

 

*Note the newspaper name in the JAMIS paper was Jefferson County Journal and this is an error.  This is 

corrected here to be Jefferson County News. 

 

Note 51. Ibid., October 24, 1861. 
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Note 51 SSM:  Excerpt from Jefferson County News below.  

 

“Headquarters, Falls Church, VA – October 16, 1861” 

... 

"We are daily becoming more and more accustomed to camp life, and can better bear up under its 

privation. But the nights, now long and growing longer, are the worst to be disposed of, especially when 

the weather is cold and disagreeable.  In that case we go to our tents and made the most agreeable 

disposition of ourselves possible." 

 

"By the way of change and to spice our camp life with a little surprise, we had an Inaugural Ball at 

Taylor's Tavern one night last week, and which passed of pleasantly to all participating in the ‘merry 

dance.’ Our band furnished music, good as ‘Horth's best.’ But the supply of ladies was very limited; only 

two could be found for the occasion.  The music was Running Away, and dance we must, and so there 

was no alternative but to improvise some ladies from officers and soldiers, by putting a cape on one, an 

apron on another, and a bonnet on a third, and so on, all of which did not detract from the merriment of 

the dance." ... “S.J. Mendell” 

 

Note 52.  Ibid., August 15, 1861; Carthage Republican (Carthage, NY), September 5, 1861, p. 2, col. 4; Ibid., 

January 9, 1862, p.1, col. 6 and p. 2, col. 1; National Republican (Washington, DC), January 13, 1862, p. 1, 

col. 5-6; Shaw letters, note 49. 

 

Note 52 SSM:  Excerpt or clippings from each newspaper article provided below. See also SSM52A and 

SSM52B PDFs for microfilm scans of Carthage Republican articles and SSM52C PDF for National Republican 

for a full page view. 

  

Excerpt from Jefferson County News, August 15, 1861: 

 

“Headquarters, Arlington Heights, 35th Regiment, August 4th, 1861” 

... 

“Presume for all know that our Colonel, William C. Browne, has tendered his resignation as Colonel of 

the 35th, and been accepted.  He left camp for home this morning, and carries with him the kindest 

feelings and good wishes of the Regiment.  As he left the ground our band played ‘Sweet Home’ ...” 

 

Partial newspaper article clipping from Carthage Republican, September 5, 1861, p. 2, col. 4: 
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Partial newspaper article clipping from Carthage Republican, January 9, 1862, p.1, col. 6 and p. 2, col. 1: 

 
          ... 

          ... 
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Partial newspaper article clipping from National Republican (Washington, DC), January 13, 1862, p. 1, col. 

5-6: 
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Note 53. Daily News and Reformer (Watertown, NY), March 1, 1862, p. 2, col. 4-5. 
 

Note 53 SSM:  Partial newspaper article clipping below. See SSM53 PDF for full page view. 
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Note 54. Ibid., March 10, 1862, p. 2, col. 4. 

 

Note 54 SSM:  Partial newspaper article clipping below. See SSM54 PDF for full page view.  

 

 
 

 

Note 55. Regular US Army regiments were allowed to keep their regimental bands. 

 

Note 55 SSM:  None. 

 

Note 56. John F. Bieniarz, I Was Detailed to the Regimental Band, A Compendium of Civil War Brass Bands from 

New England, Vol. 1: Massachusetts Volunteers (South China, ME: Sam Teddy Publishing, 2012), iv-xxiii. 

 

Note 56 SSM:  None. Material is copyrighted. 

 

Note 57. In addition to Choate, the other regimental band members mustered out around this time were: 

Joseph DeCory, Chester S. Elmer, John Fitzgerald, Erastus H. Gillman, William W. Gleason, David Joy, 

Jr., Zabina Lane, Emory Leasure, Charles Sawyer, Wells B. Smith, Franklin B. Mallory, John H. Raymond, 

William H. Potter, and John N. Vodra. Several other band members were discharged prior to August 1862 

for various reasons, and a few band members that had been temporarily detailed to the band were 

transferred back to their original company after the regimental band was discharged.  

 

Note 57 SSM:  This information was compiled and confirmed from a variety of supplemental sources. 

First, the muster out rolls roles in the published regimental history (see Note 47) provided a list of 

regimental band members and other, non-band, company musicians (drummer, fifer, or bugler).  An 

example of the muster out roles (pages 96-97 from Note 47) is provided below. However, these records 

are incomplete and sometimes have errors. Thus, the pension records of the band members and possible 

band members (e.g. company musicians) were examined at the National Archives to confirm that each 

band member listed here was a member of the regimental band and not just a company musician. For 

example, Frederick McOmber and Mark Bradley are shown on the muster out rolls (page 97 of Note 47) 

as being transferred to the regimental band (see below) but their pension files do not confirm this (e.g. 

McComber was a company musician) so they were likely not regimental band members. Wells B. Smith 
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did not have a pension file, but his membership in the regimental band was confirmed by the muster out 

rolls (see below) and a newspaper article providing his first-hand account of the presentation of the E.G. 

Wright silver bugle (see Note 75). Select pages of other regimental band members’ pension files are in 

SSM57A PDF and select pages containing regimental band members’ muster out rolls from Note 47 are in 

SSM57B PDF. Also, Choate’s entire pension file from the National Archives and Records Administration 

(NARA) is available in SSM92A PDF and his NARA Compiled Military Service Record (CMSR) for the 

35th N.Y. and 20th N.Y. Cavalry are in SSM92B and SSM92C, respectively. 
 

Example of muster out role (pages 96-97) from Shaw, Albert D., A Full Report of the First Re-Union and 

Banquet of the Thirty-Fifth N.Y. Vols. held at Watertown, N.Y. on December 13th, 1887 (Watertown, NY: Times 

Printing and Publishing House, 1888): 
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Note 58. Morning Star, note 2. 

 

Note 58 SSM:  See Note 2 SSM above.  

 

Note 59. Bieniarz, note 56. While all official bands in Union volunteer regiments were abolished by the 

end of 1862, recent work by Bieniarz has documented hundreds of unofficial, post-1862 brass bands in 

volunteer Union regiments. 

 

Note 59 SSM:  None. Material is copyrighted. 

 

Note 60. Morning Star, note 2. 

 

Note 60 SSM:  See Note 2 SSM above.  

 

Note 61. New-York Daily Reformer (Watertown, NY), December 22, 1863, p. 2, col. 2.  

 

Note 61 SSM:  Full newspaper article clipping below. See SSM61 PDF for full page view.  
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Note 62. Colonel Newton Lord resigned his commission in March of 1865 and Lieut. Colonel David M. 

Evans was then promoted and became colonel of the 20th NY Cavalry. 

 

Note 62 SSM:  New York volunteer regiment rosters are available from the New York State Military 

Museum and Veterans Research Center (http://dmna.ny.gov/historic/index.htm). The 20th N.Y. Calvary 

roster is here: http://dmna.ny.gov/historic/reghist/civil/rosters/cavalry/20thCavCW_Roster.pdf. Entry for 

Col. Lord is below.  

 
 

Note 63.  New-York Times, Sunday, April 9, 1865, p. 1, cols 1, 2. Additional details about the 20th NY 

Cavalry’s activities that morning include establishing mounted patrols to control rioting and restore 

order, working to control a large fire in the business district that almost destroyed all of Richmond, 

chasing the retreating rebel army, and capturing about 100 rebel prisoners and placing them in prison. 

 

Note 63 SSM: Full newspaper article clipping below. See SSM63 PDF for full page view.  

 

 
 

Continued on next page .... 

http://dmna.ny.gov/historic/index.htm
http://dmna.ny.gov/historic/reghist/civil/rosters/cavalry/20thCavCW_Roster.pdf
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Note 64. Sallie A. Brock, Richmond During the War; Four Years of Personal Observation (New York: Carleton 

& Co., 1867), 367. 

 

Note 64 SSM:  PDF available on Google Books at: 

http://books.google.com/books?id=S3wVAQAAMAAJ&pg=PA256&dq=Richmond+During+the+War&hl=

en&sa=X&ei=EuQEVJHwNdKSgwS0oYLAAg&ved=0CCoQ6AEwAA#v=onepage&q=Richmond%20Duri

ng%20the%20War&f=false. Pg. 367 excerpt shown below. 

 

 

http://books.google.com/books?id=S3wVAQAAMAAJ&pg=PA256&dq=Richmond+During+the+War&hl=en&sa=X&ei=EuQEVJHwNdKSgwS0oYLAAg&ved=0CCoQ6AEwAA#v=onepage&q=Richmond%20During%20the%20War&f=false
http://books.google.com/books?id=S3wVAQAAMAAJ&pg=PA256&dq=Richmond+During+the+War&hl=en&sa=X&ei=EuQEVJHwNdKSgwS0oYLAAg&ved=0CCoQ6AEwAA#v=onepage&q=Richmond%20During%20the%20War&f=false
http://books.google.com/books?id=S3wVAQAAMAAJ&pg=PA256&dq=Richmond+During+the+War&hl=en&sa=X&ei=EuQEVJHwNdKSgwS0oYLAAg&ved=0CCoQ6AEwAA#v=onepage&q=Richmond%20During%20the%20War&f=false
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Note 65.  Richmond Whig (Richmond, VA), Friday, April 7, 1865. 
 

Note 65 SSM:  Full newspaper article clipping below. See SSM65 PDF for full page view. See also 

“Dispatch of April 7, 1865” in New York Times on April 10, 1865.  

 

 
 

Note 66.  Ibid., Thursday, April 6, 1865. 
 

Note 66 SSM:  Full newspaper article clipping below. See SSM66 PDF for full page view. 
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Note 67. Morning Star, note 2. 

 

Note 67 SSM:  See Note 2 SSM above.  

 

Note 68.  Our research has found numerous references that specifically mention Choate’s bugle playing, 

and these include pre-war, during the war, and post-war accounts. Other than his obituary, we have 

found no mention of Choate playing the cornet in all the documents we have reviewed thus far. The 

overwhelming evidence indicates that Choate played the keyed bugle whenever he was performing in 

brass bands. See notes 10, 18, 19, 20, 45 and also New-York Daily Reformer (Watertown, NY), October 16, 

1866, p. 3, col. 1; Watertown Daily Times (Watertown, NY), June 24, 1876, p. 3, col. 2; Malone Palladium 

(Malone, NY), December 26, 1867, p. 3, col. 1; Ibid., May 30, 1867, p. 3, col. 1. 

 

Note 68 SSM:  Partial newspaper article clippings are below as indicated. See SSM68A, SSM68B, SSM68C, 

and SSM68D for PDFs of full page views. 

 

New-York Daily Reformer, October 16, 1866, p. 3, col. 1:  

 

 
 
The partial clipping in the second column reads: To attempt to describe the sensation of an audience 

when the ???le [Bugle; see discussion below] Solo, “Blue Bells” was performed by ???f [probably ‘Prof’] 

Choate, would be in vain, for one has ??? to hear to become satisfied that he has ??? earned the reputation 

of not only being proficient on this instrument, but as a professional teacher of music is deservedly ???ed 

[probably ‘ranked’] among the first musicians of the ???.   

 

The ‘???le Solo”  must be “Bugle Solo” since “cornet” would not work with “le” at the end. 
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Watertown Daily Times, June 24, 1876, p. 3, col. 2: 

 

 ...  

 

Note: Reference to Munson (line below Choate’s) is for James S. Munson the Drum Major of the 35th N.Y. 

appointed in January 1862; thus the song lyrics date to 1862. 

 

Malone Palladium, December 26, 1867, p. 3, col. 1: 
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Malone Palladium, May 30, 1867, p. 3, col. 1: 

 
 

Note 69.  Morning Star, note 2. 

 

Note 69 SSM:  See Note 2 SSM above.  

 

Note 70.  Eliason, note 15, 94: in this 2005 article, it was dated much earlier due to the author’s misreading 

of the inscription. 

 

Note 70 SSM:  None. Material is copyrighted. 

 

Note 71. Ibid., Bugles number 6 and 7 in the article’s appendix were both twelve-key silver bugles 

presented in 1851 and cost $350 and $480, respectively.  

 

Note 71 SSM:  None. Material is copyrighted. 

 

Note 72. Bieniarz, note 56, p. xix. 

 

Note 72 SSM:  The pay in 1861 for volunteer regimental band musicians was $17/month for third-class 

musicians (total of 12), $20/month for second-class musicians (total of 6), and $34/month for first-class 

musicians (total of 6). The average pay across all band members is $22/month for a full regimental band. 

See also the advertised pay rates in newspaper ad in Note 46 SSM which is recruiting two second-class 

musicians ($20/month) and ten third-class musicians ($17/month).   

 

Note 73.  Carthage Republican (Carthage, NY), January 9, 1862, p.1, col. 6 and p. 2, col. 1. 
 

Note 73 SSM:  Partial clipping from Carthage Republican, January 9, 1862, p. 2, col. 1 showing total cost of 

the presentation sword and emoluments was $182.  See SSM52B PDF from Note 52 for full page view. 
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Note 74.  Ibid., January 2, 1862, p. 2, col. 6. 

 

Note 74 SSM:  Full newspaper article clipping shown below.  See SSM74 PDF for full page view. 

 

 
 

Note 75. Watertown Daily News (Watertown, NY), December 27, 1861, p. 2, col. 2. The correspondence 

letter was sent to the paper by regimental band member Wells B. Smith (note 57) on December 22, 1861. 

 

Note 75 SSM:  The Watertown Daily News only existed for a brief period of time and the newspaper 

microfilm is NOT available from the New York State Library. It is only available from the Watertown Daily 

Times (WDT) which is the modern day descendent newspaper (see 

http://www.watertowndailytimes.com/). Even so the microfilm is difficult to locate. Reference email 

below regarding its precise location in the WDT archives. A microfilm scan of the full newspaper article is 

below. The letter to the editor is signed “Respectfully yours, W.B.S. of the 35th Regt’l Band, N.Y.V.” See 

Note 57 SSM for muster out record showing Wells B. Smith (pg. 96) as a regimental band member. See 

SSM75 PDF for various microfilm scans of the article. 

 
From: Davis, Curt H. [mailto:davisch@missouri.edu]  
Sent: Thursday, March 13, 2014 1:30 PM 
To: Lisa Carr 
Cc: Fisher, Delores A. 
Subject: RE: Watertown Daily News (1861-1862) Microfilm 

 
Lisa, 
 
Very good. Thanks for getting back to me so quickly.  
 
In your email below you refer to the “Reformer” which was weekly before 4/22/1861 and then Daily thereafter.  However, I am 
interested in the Watertown Daily News from 1861-1862.  Apparently the Watertown Daily News was a competing daily paper with 
the Watertown Daily Reformer after it went from weekly to daily on 4/22/1861.  They co-existed and then combined in late January 
of 1862 to become the Watertown Daily News and Reformer.  So I think the microfilm you are referring to below is for the Daily 
Reformer and not the Daily News?  Please check this to be sure.   
 
Also FYI, I spoke to Jeff Sohn (518-474-6280) at the NYSL who was responsible for coordinating the NY State Newspaper Project 
Survey for the NYSL.  This NYSL survey is what apparently created the database entry (WC7EN02 ) for the Library of Congress 
website.  In the NYSL database, Jeff indicated that WC7EN02 entry had notes from 2005 about the survey being received from John 

http://www.watertowndailytimes.com/
mailto:davisch@missouri.edu
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B. Johnson (editor) and that the microfilm in question (Watertown Daily Times) may be in Drawer 29 and on Reel 2.  Just passing 
this along in case that might help you locate the film if the reels you refer to below are not the correct ones. 
 
If we can find the right reels, I would only need the microfilm for 2 weeks after they arrive.  I would be happy to pay for Fedex 
charges both ways if that would help. 
 
Curt 
 
Library of Congress screenshot of Watertown Daily News entry: 
 

 
 

Watertown Daily News (Watertown, NY), December 27, 1861, p. 2, col. 2: 
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Note 76. Robert E. Eliason, “D. C. Hall and The Quinby Brothers,” Journal of the American Musical 

Instrument Society 33 (2007): 85-97. 

 

Note 76 SSM: None. Material is copyrighted.  

 

Note 77.  City directories of Sturbridge, Boston and Norwich; 1850 United States Census. 

 

Note 77 SSM:  None. 

 

Note 78.  A method of turning rotary valves with a string wrapped around a collar on the valve shaft still 

commonly used on French horns. The idea was first used by Thomas D. Paine of Woonsocket, Rhode 

Island on instruments he produced in the late 1840s. 

 

Note 78 SSM:  None. 

 

Note 79. Bufkin, William A. “Union Bands of the Civil War.” PhD dissertation, Louisiana State 

University, 1973, 170, 172. 

 

Note 79 SSM:  None. 

 

Note 80.  Daily Journal (Ogdensburg, NY), Wednesday, May 8, 1867, p. 3, col. 2. 

 

Note 80 SSM:  Full newspaper article clipping shown below.  See SSM80 PDF for full page view. 

 

 
 

Note 81.  Ibid., Saturday, December 14, 1867, p. 3, col. 3. 

 

Note 81 SSM:  Full newspaper article clipping shown below.  See SSM81 PDF for full page view. 
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Note 82.  Ibid., Saturday, August 28, 1869, p. 3, col. 4. 
 

Note 82 SSM: Full newspaper article clipping shown below.  See SSM82 PDF for full page view. 

 

 
 

Note 83.  Commercial Advertiser (Canton, NY), Tuesday, August 9, 1921, p. 4, col. 2. 

 

Note 83 SSM:  Excerpt of newspaper article clipping shown below.  See SSM83 PDF for full page view. 

 

 
 

Note 84.  St. Albans Daily Messenger (St. Albans, VT), February 7, 1874; March 9, 1875 and Malone Palladium 

(Malone, NY), Thursday, December 10, 1874, p. 3, col. 1. 

 

Note 84 SSM:  Full newspaper article clippings are shown below.  See SSM84A, SSM84B, and SSM84C 

PDFs for full page views. 
 

             
 

 

St. Albans Daily Messenger, February 7, 1874: 

St. Albans Daily Messenger, March 9, 1875: 

Malone Palladium, December 10, 1874: 
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Note 85.  City directory of Rockford, IL, 1880, p. 8 under “St. James Band.” 

 

Note 85 SSM:  Available from the Rockford Public Library. Excerpt from 1880 shown below. See SSM85 

PDF for full page view and other Rockford city directory listings for various years between 1880-90. 

 

 
 

Note 86.  Rockford Journal (Rockford, IL), July 22, 1882, p. 1, col. 1. 

 

Note 86 SSM:  Newspaper article clipping shown below.  See SSM86 PDF for full page view. 

 

 
 

Note 87.  Ibid.*, July 29, 1882. 

 

Note 87 SSM:  *Ibid is INCORRECT.  The correct Rockford newspaper was the Daily Gazette, July 29, 

1882, p. 4, col. 2. Full newspaper article clipping shown below. See SSM87 PDF for full page view. 
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Note 88.  Ibid.*, April 21, 1887. 
 

Note 88 SSM:  *Ibid is INCORRECT.  The newspaper was the Daily Gazette, April 21, 1887, p. 4, col. 7. Full 

newspaper clipping below. See SSM88 PDF for full page view. 

 
 

Note 89.  Ibid.*, January 13, 1888. 

 

Note 89 SSM:  *Ibid and year are INCORRECT.  The correct newspaper and year are the Rockford Register, 

January 13, 1883, p. ?, col. 2. Full newspaper clipping below. See SSM89 PDF for full page view. 
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Note 90.  Ibid.*, December 2, 1888. 

 

Note 90 SSM:  *Ibid is INCORRECT.  The newspaper was the Morning Star, December 2, 1888, p. ?, col. 6. 

Full newspaper article clipping shown below. See SSM90 PDF for full page view. 

 

 
 

Note 91.  Morning Star, note 2. 

 

Note 91 SSM:  See Note 2 SSM above.  
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Note 92.  Choate, George R., pension file, application #875592, certification #656830, Civil War and Later 

Pension Files, Records of the Department of Veterans Affairs, Record Group 15, National Archives 

Building, Washington, DC. 

 

Note 92 SSM:  National Archives and Records Administration (NARA) pension file card #875592 for 

George R. Choate shown below. Full NARA pension file for George R. Choate (invalid application 

#875592, certification #656830) and later Caroline W. Choate (widow application #581745, certification 

#388762) is in SSM92A PDF. Choate’s NARA Compiled Military Service Record (CMSR) for the 35th N.Y. 

Infantry and 20th N.Y. Cavalry are in SSM92B and SSM92C, respectively. 
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Note 93. Morning Star, note 2. 

 

Note 93 SSM:  Death certificate from SSM92A PDF shown below. See Notes 2 and 92 SSMs above. 
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Note 94.  J. Loyd Davis (1936-2011) was an avid collector of antiques in the Kansas City area for more than 

forty-five years. His greatest knowledge and most extensive private collection were in early American 

phonographs, but his collecting hobby started with a focus on early American sheet music and musical 

instruments. He acquired instruments locally but also through national advertisements that appeared in 

Collectors News and the Antique Trader. By 1966 Davis had acquired several dozen instruments, and he 

then began to hold various public exhibits to educate and inform a larger audience.  

In the early 1960s, the UMKC Conservatory of Music’s Carl Busch Collection of scores, manuscripts 

and instruments was donated to the American Bandmasters Association housed in the Sousa Library at 

the University of Illinois. A few instruments remained and were acquired by Davis after “seven months 

of negotiation” in exchange for nineteenth-century American sheet music (note 103). It was a display of 

these leftover instruments in the mid-1960s, including an ophicleide, which caught the attention of 

doctoral student Robert E. Eliason. The display influenced Eliason’s choice of a dissertation topic and set 

him on a course of studying American made brasses. 

 

Note 94 SSM:   

 

J. Loyd Davis (ca. 1971) standing with part of his collection of early American phonographs: 

 

 
Photo courtesy of the J. Loyd Davis collection. 
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Cover page and excerpt from a flyer for an exhibit of the Art and Music Department of the Kansas City 

Public Library, April 7 to May 7, 1966. The banjo on the cover page is the Stewart Champion presentation 

banjo (instrument #1) on the excerpt on the right and is now known to date from the early 1890s: 

 

Photos courtesy of the J. Loyd Davis collection. 

 

Note 95.  Christine M. Ayars, Contributions to the Art of Music in America by the Music Industries of Boston, 

1640-1936 (New York: H. W. Wilson Company, 1937), 224. 

 

Note 95 SSM:  PDF copy available online https://archive.org/details/contributionstoa00ayar. 

 

Note 96.  Winona Daily Republican (Winona, MN), Tuesday, August 8, 1893, p. 3, col. 3. 

 

Note 96 SSM:  See Note 2 SSM above and SSM2B PDF. 

 

  

https://archive.org/details/contributionstoa00ayar
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Note 97.  Choate, George. R., pension file, note 92. Affidavit of Hannibal and Harriet Choate, September 

23, 1893 supporting widow’s pension claim of Caroline W. Choate, application #581745, certification 

#388762.  
 

Note 97 SSM:  Affidavit from widow’s pension file application shown below. See full pension file in 

SSM92A PDF. 
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Note 98.  US Census, 1850, note 7. 

 

Note 98 SSM:  See Note 7 SSM above. 

 

Note 99. Deborah Choate Thomas, daughter of Charles Choate, granddaughter of Hannibal Choate, 

telephone conversation with author, February 24, 2013 and Rebecca Choate Garland, daughter of Charles 

Choate, granddaughter of Hannibal Choate, telephone conversation with author, March 14, 2013. 

 

Note 99 SSM:  Notes from Choate granddaughters’ phone conversations with co-author Curt H. Davis 

below. Photo of Hannibal Choate senior playing the flute in his music parlor at 263 W. 5th St also shown 

below. Full image of music parlor photo in SSM99 PDF. 

 

ACRONYM KEY 

 

HCS = Hannibal Choate, Sr.  

HCJ = Hannibal Choate, Jr. (oldest son of Hannibal Choate, Sr.) 

CAC = Charles A Choate (youngest son of Hannibal Choate, Sr.) 

GRC = George R. Choate 

AC = Amos Choate (father of Hannibal Choate, Sr. and George R. Choate) 

LC = Louisa/Louise Choate (sister of George R. Choate and HCS) 

DCT = Deborah Choate Thomas (granddaughter of HCS) 

 

NOTES FROM PHONE CALL WITH DEBORAH CHOATE THOMAS, SUNDAY, FEB. 24th, 2013, 7:40 

PM (lasted ~1 hr): 

 

Background:  Deborah "Debby" Choate Thomas is daughter of Charles A. Choate, granddaughter of 

Hannibal Choate, Sr. (younger brother of George R. Choate) 

 

-HCS left home before age 21; paid wages earned to his dad until he was 21 (NOTE:  This is confirmed by 

details in HCS obit) 

-HCS was talented musician and made extra money growing up playing on nights and weekends 

-DCT is not sure where HCS/GRC got their musical training; speculates that it could have been their 

mother Betsy 

-Some of the extra money HCS made playing music (before he was 21) he sent to LC in a sanatorium in 

the south somewhere (maybe Alabama/Mobile?) as she was sick with tuberculosis.  AC did NOT approve 

of this and thought the extra music money belonged to him; AC demanded HCS repay AC this money as 

well, which HCS did. 

-HCS retained his strong interest in music and arts even though he had very successful dry goods 

business 

- HCS founded Winona Opera House and Symphony with other Winona city leaders 

-HCS had impressive music parlor in his house (on 5th St., 1st floor; immediately to left after you enter 

the front door) 

-HCS played both flute and violin, played chamber music with friends every Sunday afternoon after 

church. 

-Family photos show HCS playing flute and violin along with others in music parlor at house on 5th St. 

-HCS music parlor had organ, grand piano, his instruments (violin and flute), music box for his wife, and 

small display stand of small brass instruments (on round pedestals).  Brass instruments were very old 

and were NOT played by HCS or anyone else since they played chamber music on Sunday afternoons. 

-HCS did not have his sons (CAC and HCJ) learn music of any kind, they focused on business. 
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-After HCS died in 1923, oldest son HCJ got the house and contents, big office in Choate building, etc.  

-HCJ kept the music parlor and most of the rest of the house as left by HCS; it was big house; they didn't 

need the music parlor for anything else (HCJ had no kids); HCJ was ill with Parkinson's for better part of 

his life, etc. 

-HCJ dies in 1959; his wife ("Aunt Kay") likely needed money thereafter (no HCJ income from business); 

she sold house and contents (music parlor, etc.) in 1960 or maybe 1961. 

-HCS's violin was only thing saved from music parlor and given to DCT sister's (Rebecca "Becky" Choate 

Reed) and her grandson ("Eli") is professional violinist and plays HCS violin to this day 

 

NOTES FROM PHONE CALL WITH REBECCA CHOATE GARLAND, SUNDAY, MAR. 14th, 2013, 1:30 

PM (lasted ~30 min): 

 

Background:  Rebecca "Becky" Choate Garland is daughter of Charles A. Choate, granddaughter of 

Hannibal Choate, Sr. (younger brother of George R. Choate) 

 

-HCJ left music parlor “as is” after HCS passed away 

-Remembers going into music parlor after HCJ died in 1958 

-Remembers seeing photo of HCS playing violin in quartet in the music parlor 

-Remembers seeing 3-4 small brass instruments on stand(s); some were "unusual looking" 

-Violin from HCS was saved by her farther CAC and now her grandson Eli Spindel plays it (went to 

music school at Vasser; interested in music history) 

-CAC retrieved violin from music parlor around the time of HCJ's death 

-Doesn't know how/where HCS learned to play music; confirms HCS played flute and violin 

-No idea what HCJ's wife (“Aunt Kay”) did with contents of music parlor after HCJ died in 1958 

-No idea when HCJ's wife sold and left Choate home 

 

Photo of Hannibal Choate, Sr. (ca. 1890s?) senior playing the flute in his music parlor at 263 W. 5th St: 

 

 
Photo courtesy of the Winona County Historical Society (http://winonahistory2014.weebly.com/) 

http://winonahistory2014.weebly.com/
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Note 100.  Deborah Choate Thomas, e-mail message to author, February 24, 2013. 

 

Note 100 SSM:  Email below from Deborah Thomas to co-author Curt H. Davis. Email address partially 

redacted for privacy. 

 

________________________________________________________________________________________ 

From: ******@tds.net [mailto:******@tds.net] 

Sent: Sunday, February 24, 2013 10:52 AM 

To: Davis, Curt H. 

Subject: Re: Fwd: Research on George Choate - Older brother of Hannibal Choate, Sr. 
 
Dear Curt, 
  
My sister Becky and I are very interested in your message about George Choate.  I forwarded your message to her 
and she can let you know about any possible photo.  I ‘m so interested to read that George was a musician, since I 
was fascinated by grandfather Choate’s music room which included a grand piano, an organ and a stand of rare 
brass instruments.  Grandfather played flute and violin and spent Sunday afternoons playing chamber music.  I never 
understood why he didn’t teach his sons music! 
  
(I would be interested to know how you came to be interested in George Choate.) 
  
Sincerely, 
  
Deborah Choate Thomas 

________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

Note 101.  Thomas and Garland, note 99. 

 

Note 101 SSM: See Note 99 SSM above.   

 

Note 102. Morning Star, note 2. 

 

Note 102 SSM:  See Note 2 SSM above. 
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Note 103. Record book, “James Loyd Davis Rare Instrument Collection,” September, 1964 – March, 1971. 
 

Note 103 SSM:  Excerpts from J. Loyd Davis (see Note 94) record notebook showing entries for the two 

E.G. Wright bugles and the J. Lathrop Allen cornet and correspondence letters describing their purchase. 

All three instruments were purchased in June of 1969 from Mrs. Margaret Paape of Winona, MN.  While 

Davis describes the Allen cornet as “silver plated copper,” the instrument was so badly tarnished that the 

some of the tarnish had a reddish color in places. A thorough cleaning, polishing, and examination of the 

cornet revealed that it is solid silver. SSM103 PDF has larger views of all images below. 
 

  

  

Photos courtesy of the J. Loyd Davis collection. 



Page 54 of 56 

 

Letters concerning the Choate instruments from Davis’s files.  Martha (Marte) Paape Devine was 

Margaret Paape’s daughter and often handled all typewritten correspondence for her mother when her 

mother sold items she had acquired from estate sales to collectors around the country: 

 

Photos courtesy of the J. Loyd Davis collection. 

 



Page 55 of 56 

 

Note 104. Winona Daily News (Winona, MN), Monday, March 4, 1968, p. 7, col. 5. 

 

Note 104 SSM:  Excerpt from newspaper article clipping below. Full newspaper article in SSM104 PDF. 

 

 
 

Note 105. Martha (Marte) Paape Knopick, formerly Marte Paape Devine, telephone conversation with 

author, January 27, 2013. 

 

Note 105 SSM:  Notes below from phone call.  Phone number partially redacted for privacy. 

 

Background: J. Loyd Davis (see Note 94) purchased Choate bugle, Allen Valve Bugle, and E.G. Wright 

(11-key) Bugle from Margaret Paape in June 1969. Emil & Margaret Paape (pronounced ‘Poppy’) lived at 

602 E. Broadway, Winona, MN. Martha/Marte Paape Knopick (DOB: 1/26/1949, Fountain City, WI 54629, 

608-687-XXXX). Her previous married name was Martha/Marte Devine in 1969 (husband was Michael J. 

Devine; see Note 104 SSM above). 

 

ACROYNM KEY 

 

JLD = J. Loyd Davis 

CHD = Curt H. Davis 

 

NOTES FROM PHONE CALL WITH MARTHA PAAPE KNOPICK, Sunday, January 27, 2013, 2:18 PM, 

lasted ~10 minutes): 

 

- Cornet/bugles were not family heirlooms  

- Her mom was NOT an antique collector and did not have a collectibles or antique store 

- Her mom did NOT go to auctions or flea markets 
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- Her mom went to garage sales, estate sales, etc. looking for old things to buy [CHD: lots of old things in 

Winona since it was trade center on Mississippi river providing outlet for MN farmers] 

- Described her mom's activities as being just like "American Pickers" show on the History Channel 

- Her mom subscribed to Antique Trader and Collector's News and would write collectors from around the 

country that advertised in these trade pubs trying to sell things she found  

- She is sure that is how her mom found out about JLD and contacted him 

- Her mom Margaret thought her own handwriting was bad and usually asked Martha to type up 

letters to these collectors [CHD: Just like she did to contact JLD] 

- Martha did this as a "dutiful daughter" helping her mom whenever she asked, even after she 

was married 

- Her mom bought/sold this way to make extra $$ for family 

 

Note 106. Fred Benkovic founded the First Brigade Band of Milwaukee, one of the earliest re-creations of 

a nineteenth-century brass band, and was an active collector and historian of the period. 

 

Note 106 SSM:  See http://www.1stbrigadeband.org/. Excerpt below from the First Brigade Band 2009 

Annual Report describing Benkovic and the formation of the 1st Brigade Band in 1964.  

 

 
 

 

http://www.1stbrigadeband.org/

