
New York, June 6th, 1860. 

I received your l a s t l e t t e r just a f t e r I had despatched mine and was very 
glad to get i t . I went to B r i s t o l on Saturday and l e f t yesterday (Tuesday} i n 
the IS M. t r a i n . I had a very pleasant t r i p as I went over v i a Amboy i n thru 
Stockton. I mad® the acquaintanee of a Philadelphia merchant, Mr. *. 0. 2111son 
a very gentlemanly old man - knew Uncle David and John A, and a number of Other 
acquaintances of mine, as he used to v i s i t a r e l a t i v e named Barker st Seshsminy. 

I found Arthur down with a. fever but he was better before I l e f t . Mary 
end the rest are very w e l l . Morris expects to be admitted t h i s week I think. 
Uncle J . i s looking better than usual. I went to see Mr. Perkins. Mary i s at 
horn®'and does not look w e l l . They a l l inquired very affectionately a f t e r you. 
I rowed up to Mr. Landreth's on Monday - dined there and took Miss Barnet boating 
making altogether a s i x mile row. They are tearing down the rear wing of t h e i r 
house and ©re g o i n g to rebuild i t handsomely. Mr. and Mrs. L. seemed glad to see 
me. I had some of t h e i r strawberries. Without exaggeration some of them are as 
large as "Morris Whites" and d e l i c i o u s . Leo and Johnny go r i d i n g constantly. 
Johnny has a new pony and he i s very proud of i t . 

Mrs. Myers at l a s t accounts was same worse. They have not commenced on 
the house yet as they are waiting for Mr. Pierson's plans. I t i s a very pretty 
place. A new r a i l r o a d i s about to be b u i l t to Hewtown and w i l l s t r i k e the P. & T. 
RH. at the sand p i t s - opposite Schaffer's Lane on Uncle J's ground. Sam Wharton 
i s to be the engineer to b u i l d i t . The route was surveyed l a s t week - i t w i l l be 
a great benefit to the i n t e r i o r of Bucks County. 

I met Mr. Dnpuy at the Burlington Station. He was going to Philadelphia 
on the t r a i n I got out of. I talked to Mm a l i t t l e , he had been to see a friend's 
family i n Burlington .and would c a l l on Mary soon. He also inquired a f t e r you. 
Prof. Mahan of the Theological Seminary went to Burlington i n the same t r a i n -
the Bishop was at the cars to meet hi®. He smoked a l l the way on the Stockton. 
We went outside thru the Harrows, a d e l i g h t f u l t r i p . Morris says BeWitt has 
given up h i s profession altogether and he don't know what has become of him. 
Elizabeth and I went to B. yesterday afternoon at four o'clock so I d i d not see 
W m before they l e f t . Morris came as far as Princeton with me expecting to meet 
them on the morning l i n e . 

I only sleep i n the store occasionally when Fowler wants to go out and I 
get my meals at home with Mrs. M. I l i k e boarding there much better than I 
expected to. They are very kind tho i t i s rather lonely there. Give my love t p 
a l l at Oakland. Uncle J . was much interested i n the map and said he would come up 
there t h i s summer. I saw Mr. and Mrs. Scott and O l i v e r and Harriet and the t r i p 
i d me good. Write to me soon and t e l l me how you are. I am so sorry that you 
!ud two more c h i l l s . I f you think that the climate i s at a l l c h i l l y , come down 
d go to Long Island where you always pick up so f a s t . 

I expect a l e t t e r tomorrow at farthest. 



Mew York, Sept. 14th, 1860c 

I received jour l e t t e r on Wednesday and was so busy that I could not read 
i t t i l l evening, having so many people's work to attend t o . I m employed from 
early morning- t i l l about 12 0'clock every night, tear p i n i s a l l safe. Mrs. 
Morris found i t i n her room, the hew it came there i s beyond my knowledge - so 
you can be eonsoled by knowing that i t did not share the fate of your $10. 

I have seen Abraham but once since Sunday. They are a l l well and the 
house seems much pleas&nter when full than i t did three weeks ago. .? wish you 
could come on hers to stay. Perhaps we can manage i t yet, but i t takes a good 
deal of provender just now to keep the machine running, t r i t e to me soon and I 
w i l l answer your l e t t e r as soon as I can. This rush cannot l a s t much longer and 
then we s h a l l be comparatively d u l l again. I saw Geo. Dunning only f o r a moment. 
He i s looking we l l , i t was very thoughtful i n hi® to come and see me before going 
to Seraantown. I l i s a hears from B r i s t o l but as It i s not my custom to ask many 
questions, 1 don't know any of the news and fflLiza is not very eoamunicative. 
Josie hat commenced going to Spingler but how long she w i l l keep i t up, can't be 
said. I f I hsd the t i c k e t I would knock o f f work early on Saturday and go to 
B r i s t o l to shoot reed b i r d but I have had no time to write to you to send i t 
before. I do not recollect Mrs. Seldener at a l l , but can r e c a l l the Dr. d i s t i n c t l y 

Mr. Gushing has arrived and wants me to s e t t l e an account with a customer 
so I must ©lose t h i s . 

lew York, Sept. 18, 1860. 

At l a s t I have a 11'tie l e i s u r e to write to you. As usual about t h i s 
time there i s a l u l l In trade and we have time to get a decent night's r e s t . Cn 
Sunday I went to Meth. Church i n the morning and in the evening to the Memorial 
which l e t out i n time f o r me t© walk home with E l i z a and J . I have a good break!a* 
now before leaving home which i s s necessary arrangement as I have seldom been able 
to dine before f i v e o'clock i n the afternoon for two weeks past. Gushing went l e 
Providence on Saturday and w i l l return tomorrow. Be has been sick f o r a day or two 
and began to get scared about himself. 

Dick i s as usual. He t a l k s nothing but Douglas now-a-dsys. I suppose 
because Papa Bronson i s one of the b i g men of the party. I t seemed d u l l on S>-
without you up at the house, more so since 1. & J . have returned than before 
I was alone. Rachel was i n the ether day and inouired very affectionately a f t e i 
•em.-' She Is to be i n town f o r some time. Write to me as soon as you receive t 

I f i t reaches you i n time f o r you to write so that I can get the ticket by 
ht, send i t to me. I may be i n B r i s t o l on Saturday but i t i s very 

•^ber me to Aunt M. and the rest* Are Bnily and Mary going to 
winter. James, our Tennessee salesman, knows the Cunnings end 
l a c e w e l l . He says there i s f i n e society there, 

fo r m to be able to drive my pen over the paper without 
ks well or not a f t e r w r i t i n g steadily a l l day on the books. 

vln, t o r c h l i g h t , Wide Awake parade the other night. I t was 
four thousand i n uniform and every man with a torch, 
t h f i r e . There was a Union Meeting at the Oooper Ins t i t u t e 

L attended but the general impression here seems to be that 
-kes place, Lincoln w i l l be elected. I hope so. 

! „o write so I w i l l close now and i t i s time to shut up 



Hewport Sews, June 6th, 1861. 

fe h e r e just arrived after e ouick and pleasant passage from N.I. fe had a 
glimpse of the Sewells Ft. Battery, passing i t within gunshot, but were not favored 
with any notice. A l l our men are in good s p i r i t s and eager to meet the enemy and 
have home a l l the discomforts of the tr i p with great cheerfulness. We lay a day 
and two nights in l.Y. harbor before starting. Direct - Care Col. H. C. Hawkins, 
9th Regt. N.Y.V. with my rank of course prefixed - Lieut. The man that w i l l take 
charge of this is now going so good-bye. 

I will write as soon as I can after going ashore. 

Camp Butler, Va. 
Monday morning, June 10, 1361. 

At last we are in camp en southern s o i l at Newport lews, about 10 miles fro® 
"t . Monroe. One Vermont, one Massachusetts and two l.Y, regiments are here besides 
ourselves. They have thrown up a strong breatwork around their camp, while we are 
encamped on the outside. On landing here on Saturday, the men went to work with a 
w i l l and in about three hours we had the camp l a i d out, the tents pitched and oar 
stores brought up from the steamer. We slept quietly that night and Sunday we seat 
out scouting parties, one of which had a brush with the enemy. I took a squad out 
about six miles from camp but we met with no troops. The farm houses are a l l 
deserted, everything moved except generally a few negroes. We moved the camp to 
a less exposed position i n the afternoon, en the bank of the river, and last night 
our pickets were attacked ant the regiment was under arms twice during the night. 

In expedition of 3,000 men and a battery of flying a r t i l l e r y l e f t the camp 
last night and took the road to Yorktown. We expect to hear from them today as 
the secessionists are in force there, fhere i s a battery of four Columbians on a 
bluff in the camp about f i f t y rods from where I write and the Harriet lane i s at 
anchor at the dock so that we are secure from any attack from that side. There are 
two rebel batteries in sight on the other side of the river about 5 or 7 miles off, 
too far to trouble us any. The Captain, 1st. MAat. and myself have a tent to 
ourselves and we get along very well; considering that this i s our f i r s t experience 
in camp l i f e , the men f a l l into the duties very sjuickly. We astonished the 
Vermonters by the rapidity with which our tents went up and the style of bringing 
up the stores from the ship. The men drew up the carts at a double ouick step and 
a cheer over the rough places. They say they were here a week before being as 
comfortable as we were in one day. 

Give my love to Aunt S. and a l l the family. I think of them often and some­
times wish that I could exchange this hot Virginia sun f or the eool breezes of 
Seneca Lake.' t r i t e to me immediately and address, care Cel. 1. L. Hawkins, 9th 
Regt. f.Y.V. Camp Butler, Va. f t had a delightful t r i p down on the Marlon. I was 
not at a l l seasick, the only difference perceptible was the enormous increase in 
my appetite which could be easily assuaged for the l i v i n g was very good on board. 
My heavy flannel shirts are very comfortable as exceot on parade I seldom wear a 
coat. Our regiment has met with universal commendation both i n the city and in 
camp. You have probably seen the Tribune account of our departure. I saw Mrs. 
Morris on 5th Avenue and also the Misses S. They were just opposite where we were 
halted to receive the colors and I had a pleasant chat, &©o. Swain walked down 
some distance with me and the whole force of the store was drawn up i n l i n e to 
cheer me. Mrs. Hes. King was down too. Do let me hear from you and send me 
your photograph. If you send i t to George Swain, he wi l l forward i t . 



Our boys captured & s m e l l darkey in the woods yesterday sad presented him . 
to the officers as a servant and we find Mat very useful. W© christen®! him 
"Bikers Island" in opposition to another Co. who called theirs "Hoboken". 

I hear cannon shot off north and think i t comes from the party who went out 
lest night and the Lieut. Colonel has just ordered us to hold ourselves in readiness 
to turn out at a moment's notice so 1 will close this, but w i l l write again. 

Oaffip Butler, Newport lews, Va. 
June 15th, 1361. 

I hav© waited anxiously to hear from you but have not yet received a line 
although others are receiving letters every day. We are s t i l l in camp here and 
have very l i t t l e to break the monotony of the l i f e . Our scouting parties go out 
every day and bring in things l e f t in the deserted houses that add very materially 
to our comfort, in the shape of chairs, desks, books and other luxuries, not to men­
tion the geese, chickens, swine, etc. 

Tou probably read the account of the fight at Bethel. It was much exaggerated 
in the papers, a l l except the retreat of our troops, which was shameful. Our regi­
ment was not engaged but ©a hearing the f i r i n g we went out and arrived i n time to 
act as a rear guard. Had i t not been for this, 50 cavalry could have cut a l l the 
Steuben regiment to pieces. They were straggling along the road by twos and threes 
and our companies had to drive the® home, l i k e a flock of sheep. Our greatest loss 
was Lieut. Oreble. On going into the fight, when he saw the plan of attack or 
rather, the want of plan, he said that his l i f e was sacrificed. Our men are be­
coming accustomed to the work and they l i v e l i k e old campaigners. It is now about 
half an hour after sunrise and the camp f i r e s are a l l going and the boys at work 
cooking breakfast. They l i v e well too, besides the government rations of salt beef 
and pork, coffee, flour, sugar, etc. they catch quantities of f i s h , crabs and oysters 
to make out a meal and i f they have anything extra nice they send a dish i n to their 
officers. The health of the camp i s very good, having no sick on hand, except 
slight cases that do not amount to anything. 

The secessionists about here are very quiet. Our parties scour the country 
so thoroughly that they have not some near our pickets for two nights. Col. Phelps 
of the Tt. Regt. i s ©esiaism&er of the post and he entertains a high opinion of us* 
He says our sentries are so watchful and sharp that a mosQuito could not come .near 
the.camp without giving them the alarm. Our men do not look like the well appointed 
troops who marched down Broadway a l i t t l e more than a week ago. The uniform here 
consists of the Havelock or a wide brimmed straw hat, a grey shirt and a pair of 
pantaloons. The f u l l uniform i s reserved for parades and special occasions. My 
heavy grey flannel shirts are exactly what i s needed and suit me very well i f there 
was only another one of them, for washing i s very hard to get done in this country. 
Although I l i k e this rough kind of l i f e very well, mach better than anything I have 
tried yet, s t i l l I would give a good deal to spend an hour or two i n lew York once 
in a while. From 9 A.M. to 4 P.M. the sun i s so hot that we can do but l i t t l e 
besides lying In the shade and reading. IVen that soon becomes very much l i k e work, 
and then I begin to think how pleasant i t would be to see some friends again. 

Give my love to a l l the family at Oaklands and t e l l H. that I was very 
sorry that I did not see him the last time he was i n the city and t e l l me what 
regiment the Geneva tompany i s i n . Perhaps they might come down this way and i t 
would be pleasant to meet some of my acquaintances. How did you find Uncle James. 
Has he recovered the use of his limbs sufficiently to get out of the house? How 
he would l i k e this country, splendid land without a stone in a f i e l d . In fact the 
boys say the hardest things they can find are the crackers that they are fed with. 



k e d the eli.iia.te i s so warm and pleasant. Our eaxap was pitched i n a wheat f i e l d thai 
was almost read,/ for the cradle hut i t was soon tramped flat by some 800 feet travel­
ing thru i t in a l l directions. It seemed a sin to spoil so much grain but there are 
hundreds of acres of grain on the deserted farms that w i l l probably rot for the want 
of someone to cut i t . 

I thank Aunt. S. very much for her invitation to make that my home in case 
of wounds or sickness but hope that I will not be Obliged to accept i t on that 
account. Te l l Susan that we pick up a l l sorts of correspondence in the farm houses 
and some love letters, one of which was a very rich one, If I can get i t from the 
man who has i t , I w i l l send it to her for a sample of the southern style. 

Our tent has an arbor i n front made of pine boughs where we sit in the heat 
of the day and eat, thereby keeping the f l i e s and dirt out of the tent. I hear a 
report that there i s to be an attack on the Sewells Ft. Battery today. In that 
case we will have a good view of i t from the beach as the attack w i l l be by water 
and the whole place is i n plain sight. I intend writing to Uncle John tomorrow to 
let them know how we are situated here. Bo let me hear from you immediately. It 
makes me feel badly to have comrades receiving letters and mine do not come. If you 
hear anything from l.Y. about any of our friends, write to me for I have no means 
of hearing from them. I wish that my old linen coat had been in my valise for we 
don't pretend to dress i n uniform and that would be very comfortable. Please past 
put some stamps l a your next for there are none to be had in camp. 

This i s a long l e t t e r for me and I have no more to write is© adieu. 

Oamp Satlft?, lewpart lew 
June atnd, 1861. 6 A 

I received your precious l e t t e r yesterday but w duties as officer of the 
guard prevented me from writing befs.rt. 1 have bees up a l l Bight and most Of the 
time on foot, looking after my sentries, so that I don't feel mush like writing 
but must do i t so that you w i l l get this by Monday. We have had no excitement 
sinoe Sunday when I was out on a scouting party that did. not accomplish anything. 
We received word from f t . Monroe the day before yestettay that we were to be 
attacked that night and we slept ready for i t , but awoke l a the morning at reveille 
without having been disturbed, fe heard heavy guns f i r e d i n the direction of 
Sewells Pt. last evening. I hope they have shelled out that hornet's next. 

• We are patiently waiting for a fight of some sort and It i s the general 
opinion that we w i l l be gratified soon. Our camp l i f e i s very dull and as I have 
l i t t l e reading, my time hangs heavy sometimes as we do nothing between 9 A.M. and 
5 P.M. except dine on account of the heat. I get a real Virginia hoe cake sometimes 
from the darkies when I am out foraging. The women mix and bake me one very readily 
and they form a pleasant variety when accompanied by a glass of milk. 

Write to me soon. I look so anxiously for lett e r s . Give my love to a l l 
the family. Oeo. Swain has In&eed been a brother to me. I w i l l write again when 
domiciled i n my own tent instead of the guard tent. 

http://eli.iia.te


Caap Butler, Newport lews, fa, 
Suadays June 23rd, 1861, 

I wrote you a few lines yesterday intending to write more fully today 
but different things have occurred to prevent me sad it i s now after "tattoo" 
that I commence. This has been the f i r s t quiet Sunday we have had here, the firs1 
was occupied in moving our camp, and the second I was out on a scouting party 
almost a l l day. We had an inspection parade this morning and afterwards marched 
to a farm house near the camp and attended divine service. The Chaplain stood 
on the porch and the Companies were drawn up under the trees with arms stacked 
and the men seated on their knapsacks. It was rather picturesque end I have 
often regretted my inability to sketch similar scenes. The James liver was in 
f u l l sight, the house being only a few rods from the edge of the bluff, and the 
secessionists on the other side could have seen us plainly with glasses. After 
service I strolled down the river for a mile and lounged about t i l l supper and 
retrefet parade at sundown, then a swim fcn the salt water and my faculties are 
clear for writing a l e t t e r to you. 

I was out in command of a foraging party last week and we brought in 
some cattle. One fat ox was running with the herd and had been fired at twice 
without success with teskets, when I put a b a l l from my revolver into his head 
just above the eye. That dropped him i n his tracks and we had him butchered end 
ready to put on our cart in 20 minutes. It was a crack shot and astonished the 
boys Who had not seen me shoot before. 

Our movements are very uncertain, from one source we hear that our 
baggage wagons have arrived at f t . Monroe and from another that we are to make 
this camp our Quarters for the next four months. If any advance i s made on 
Richmond or Yorktown, we shall probably be there in the front, but the old heads 
in power keep a l l their plans quiet t i l l they are ready to act and then a l l we 
have to do i s to obey orders. 

Yours i s the second l e t t e r that has come inquiring whether I am the 
Lieut. Morris mentioned i n General Butler's despatch and again am I compelled to 
answer that i t was some other man. My company was detail ed to cover the retreat 
but we had no howitzers and the order did not come from General Butler. The 
lew York Sscpress has had some capital letters from our camp i n i t , their corres­
pondent lived with us and seemed to prefer our quarters to those of any other 
regiment in camp. 

5eo. Swain has written to me once. He told me he had sent the 
picture to you but said i t was not a very good one. What do they think of i t 
at Oaklands? fe shall probably be obliged to adopt the U.S. uniform for the 
officers when this wears out or perhaps before. It i s not as comfortable as 
this but. i s very good. Our pay has not yet arrived except for the 11 days that 
we were in the State Service before being transferred to Hncle Sam. When he 
will "Come Down" we don't know, but are in hopes i t will be soon. There i s now 
a steamboat running daily between here end Ft. Monroe that secures to us a mail 
$r@v$$ay» I hope soon to be able to make s tr i p down on her and will t e l l you 
how Ihey manage things i n that now celebrated fort, upon which our foothold i n 
this part of Ve. depends in a great measure. 

I often think of Qaklands and would give a considerable sum to be 
there for a l i t t l e while. We get s© lazy doing nothing a l l day that when we 
go bask north, i f we ever do go, the government wil l have to provide for us to 
keep us from the poorhouse. Give my love to a l l the family and say that they 



may look for me as soon after the war i s over as the cars wi l l carrym@ to them 
for i t i s the only place that seems at a l l l i k e home to me now. Morris wanted 
the position of Major in a Pennsylvania Regiment. If he gets i t , I pity the 
regiment for he knows nothing of military matters and that i s not the position 
in which he can learn fast. He had better he content with a position l i k e mine. 
I am expecting a l e t t e r from Bristol daily. I wrote to Uncle J . hut some of the 
rest wi l l answer i t of course. Don't neglect to send me your photograph as soon 
as you can. You can mail i t easily hut he sure to put the f u l l address on a l l 
your letters for there i s a 9th H.f. M i l i t i a Eegiment at Washington and I have 
no doubt they get some of our letters as we do their's, although directed to 
Washington. Write to me soon - you don't know how precious letters from home 
are. 

Gamp Butler, Hewport lews, ?a. 
June 27th, 1860. 

I received your l e t t e r and Susan's on Tuesday but as I had written 
only the day before, I postponed answering until today i n hopes that there would 
be something for me to write about, but nothing very special has turned up except 
that last night after tattoo, Col. Betts sent for me and on arriving at his tent 
he informed me that I was appointed Commander of our a r t i l l e r y corps consisting 
of 32 men and 2 f i e l d pieces, the same ones that Lieut. Greble worked at Bethel. 
It i s a post of honor sad although i t does not change my rank at present, yet i f 
we form a permanent howitser corps, I shall probably be promoted to a higher 
position. My men are picked and i f we see fight w i l l stand by their guns. 

Our camp l i f e goes ©n as usual, very quietly and d u l l . Company B. 
have a fine piano that they Ifrrrowed i n the country and as we have no lack of 
good players, i t s keys are often i n use. 1 heard tvm E l i z a the other day - she 
wrote me a long l e t t e r , but l i t t l e news. Ceo. Swain also writes. I expect a 
le t t e r from him today. The package from Mrs. Morris containing a blue shirt and 
liaen coat has just arrived. They came i n very good time and she has made ma a 
good shirt. T e l l Susan I w i l l write to her soon. My duties suae as Captain of 
a r t i l l e r y consume more of my time than our regular d r i l l did. There i s nothing 
of interest going on and i t i s d i f f i c u l t for me to write even a short l e t t e r . 

They are mounting a r i f l e d cannon at our battery and expect to be able 
to throw shell over to Pigs Pt. and s t i r up the next of secessionists there. It 
i s mail time and I w i l l send this now and write again by Sunday. Write to me soon, 
i t does me so much good to receive your l e t t e r s . Do send me the photograph in your 
next. I w i l l risk the looks of i t . Oive my love to Auat S. and to a l l the family, 
Hew do they get along with the farm? Is there any show for paying for it? Love 
to a l l and excuse this short l e t t e r . 



s 
Camp Butler, Newport News, Va. 
Monday, July l e t . 1861. 

Pardon me for not writing according to my promise on Sunday out i t was a 
busy day here. Four inspections occupied the day and gave us l i t t l e leisure time. 
We captured four of the Sew Orleans Zouaves, the crack regiment of the C.S.A. 
They did not appear to be anything extraordinary and i f they are a f a i r sample I 
think we can whip them. They reported 3,600 more within six miles but Col, Phelps 
would not let Col. Betts take our men out, much to the disgust of officers and men. 
The Col. does not give the New Yorkers a f a i r show, the Vermonters have a l l the 
fun there::.!s to be had. My a r t i l l e r y corps progress admirably and i f can get a 
battery of howitzers, your son w i l l be somebody. Our r i f l e d cannon i s mounted 
and yesterday they pitched some shell across the river but only thru just enough 
to try the range. It commands three of the rebel batteries and I think tomorrow 
we may rout some of them from their nests. 

I was very glad to receive your l e t t e r , the mail here i s so irregular and 
our letters often miscarry. Several are due me and they have probably gone t o 
some other regiment, perhaps the 9th N.Y.S.M. I envy you the cool a i r and baths 
of Clifton. I t would be pleasant to have them here sometimes when we feel l i k e 
melting. But we have the.most gorgeous sunsets I ever beheld. The sun sets 
apparently in the river and it i s almost as magnificent as a sunset at sea. Dr. 
Humphreys i s a Philadelphia and knows the McClellans - .Ely and some of the others 
and several more of my acouaintaaees. fi© i s a pleasant man and I think a good 
physician. I see by the papers that Col. Montgomery's Regt has gone to Washington. 
1 hope they come here, i t would be pleasant for me. 

The gunboat Mt. Vernon threw a shell or two into a body of cavalry about 
l | or 2 miles above camp, just beyond our picket, and scattered them. They probably 
intended to make a dash In on us but missed it this time. It was only an hour or 
two age. Our men need a fight to make them look on war in i t s serious aspect. 
They have fal l e n into camp l i f e so naturally that it seems l i k e play to them -
they have an easier time than most of them have been accustomed to and get lazy 
and dull from nothing to do. Our l i v i n g i s a l i t t l e improved too since the 
arrival of a store ship at the dock. We have butter, spices, pickles, lemons, 
oranges, etc, that we could not get before and which adit much to our comfort. If 
we stay here t i l l next f a l l , as some appear to think,we wil l be able to try some 
of the Virginia sweet potatoes for they have almost miles of them planted a l l 
around the neighborhood - but 1 scarcely think the enemy w i l l leave us in peace 
that long. 

Write to me soon, your letters are anxiously looked for and 1 was quite 
disappointed at not receiving your picture i n the l a s t . Try and send i t next time. 
Hemernber me to Aunt S. and a l l the family. I hope to gee them a l l again and that 
Mr. E. wi l l be able to walk when I return. Bliza's l e t t e r was characteristic -
f u l l of her love for the brave soldiers who went out to fight for their country 
etc. and in contrast was Josie's remark that she thought me very foolish to go 
where my l i f e was i n danger. E l i z a followed the remark with a wish that J..had 
more patriotism. Morris is yet waiting for a commission. If he wants to go, why 
don't he go and get on. The Mass. regiment i s to leave soon, their three months 
being up, and a K.Y. regt i s to take their place. In that case we hope to have 
a H.Y. Brigadier Gen'l and then we will have some show for a front seat in a 
battle or scout, fe had! a piano i n camp but i n accordance w i t h an order from Sen* I 
Butler to report a l l property found in the eountm i t was deemed advisable to Pftfecm 
i t , much against the wishes of some of our good players. We are obliged to f a l l back 
on violins and small instruments. You mu»t not expect many long letters as we 1«-
very f a l l l i f e here an jve but l i t * * —* ie about. Do write soon. 



Gamp Butler, Hewport Mews, 7s. 
July St is, 1861. 

I did not much expect last year to spend the "Glorious fourth" on the 
sacred soil o f Virginia, especially in the character of a soldier and an invader, 
hut a l l things considered, we managed to pass the day very pleasantly. We heard 
the salute f i r e d at f t . Monroe at daybreak and after a morning d r i l l , i n which I 
did not participate, thinking that i t was a desecration,of the day, we fished, 
visited and loafed t i l l 12 K. when we had a dress parade and a national salute 
fired from our Columbians. This dosed the exercises for the day and each one 
made himself as comfortable as possible, f* have a fin© band in camp now. The 
Mass men have l e f t , their three months' time having expired, and Col. Allen's 
legt from I.Y. has taken their place. The men are a hard set but we have l i t t l e 
to do with them. The Senior Captain was a member of our old corps and seemed {dad 
to renew the acquaintance. 1 think that the I.I.Z's have furnished more officers 
than any corps of the same size in the country - shows the kind of stuff we were 
made of. 

We were slightly i n hopes of an attack lest night as the enemy would 
suppose our men too much overcome by the 4th to repel an attack. They would have 
found their mistake, however, for I did not see a man drunk in the whole camp. 
Hal Linton wrote me a very kind and friendly l e t t e r thte other day and I shall 
have to answer i t soon. My a r t i l l e r y corps i s progressing finely, the men l i k e 
the d r i l l and as soon as our own guns come they w i l l be ready to go out with them 
under ay command, when I hope to have them do good service. 

Saturday?- I was interrupted yesterday by a summons to go out with my 
company on a march to cut off a corps of the enemy who were about tea miles out. 
Company f . went out last Thursday night on a scout and about 5 o'clock- yesterday 
morning met a body of the enemy i n ambush. They fought very briskly for a few 
minutes and our boys succeeded in k i l l i n g two of their officers and some men, when 
a body of cavalry eaae down the road and as our force was only 25 men, i t was 
donsidered advisable to withdraw. None of our troops were k i l l e d . Immediately 
on their return to camp with the news, Col. Betts set out With five companies of 
ours and three of the Vermont legt for the scene of action and appointed me to 
command the advance guard. We marched some 12 miles out without meeting the 
enemy. They had evidently retired in haste from the number of blankets and other 
things we picked up on the road. We came at last to cavalry picket and my beys 
drove them i n and afterward with ten men I remained an hour i n sight and almost 
within shot of about 40 of the enemy and the battalion had gone another way, 
leaving me unsupported, but they were too something to attack ma. 

While we were out Secretary Cameron was i n camp, fe heard the guns fif e d 
for the salute. The gunboat Mt. Vernon cooperated with us and shelled a house 
and the woods where the enemy were. My advanced guard was at one time within 
300 yds of where the shells were bursting. It makes one feel a l i t t l e queer to 
hear them whizzing l i k e a railroad train over your head. I v i s i t e d a house inside 
their picket with two men and found i t had been used for a hospital for the wounded 
of the morning, but they had l e f t before our arrival Sunday morning. 

I had hoped to get this l e t t e r despatched before this but was called off 

again yesterday to take out a foraging party from my company and on my return was 

too tired to write. It rained i n torrents last night but our tent i s as dry as 

can be. It i s floored and carpeted and the ground on which it stands is elevated 

a foot above the surrounding s o i l to shed the water which runs into a ditch dog 

around the tent for that purpose. Tour l e t t e r dated the 2nd. came yesterday and 

although I was disappointed at not seeing your photograph inside, I shall eertsi 



look for It in your next. You do not say how you are enjoying yourself at Gaklands 
or whether you are happy there. Hal Linton said they a l l wanted to see you at 
Br i s t o l . Sliza was the only one who had the decency to answer my letter and as I 
have written to her since, she w i l l probably be my only correspondent out of the 
family. The Bris t o l people do not li k e to write letters from Uncle Joe down. 

fe seem as yet to be fixed here and have no idea as to when we wi l l move. 
The rumors that any compromise w i l l be made are generally hooted at and of course 
the desire i n camp is to fight i t out. Congress w i l l probably do something either 
to prosecute the war with more vigor or to make some peace arrangement. One of 
our men was shot accidentally by a musket i n the hands of a comrade. The bullet 
struck him i n the l e f t side and the wound i s not considered very dangerous. It i s 
the second accident of the kind we have had and considering the carelessness of 
the men i t i s strange that we have had no more. Give my love to a l l the family 
and write me soon. 

P.S. Would my letters reach you any sooner by sending them to Geneva? 

Newport Hews, Va. 
July 9th, 1361. 

, Your welcome letter containing the photograph arrived on Monday and 
though I wrote on Sunday, I must do so again to t e l l you how glad I was to receive 
i t . The picture i s a very good likeness and the more I look at i t , the more i t 
looks like you. 

The party that had the skirmish last week are reported to have shot Col. 
Magruder, one of the best officers i n the secession army. We know that some 
officers f e l l and the negroes a l l say today that i t was him. I thought yesterday 
that we would not see tonight without a battle. A l l the men-of-war had steam up 
and were busy loading with shell and a l l appeared to foreshadow a speedy and 
extensive move in some Quarter, but where, I know not. My a r t i l l e r y corps i s now 
the best in camp and with proper care I do not despair of having guns soon for 
ourselves. The Lieut. Col. i s in favor of i t end so are most of the officers, i f 
not a l l . 

You must excuse this scrawl - i t i s after 9 p'clock and I am some tir e d for 
the mercury was about 109 in the shade, at least i t was yesterday and I think that 
today has been equally hot. We have a cooling swim in the James i n the evening 
that does much to recruit ©ur energies. The gunboat Daylight threw some shell into 
a battery on the other side today. It i s becoming a freouent occurence now and 
at the sound of heavy guns we a l l go to the bank of the river to watch the perform­
ance. Company A. returned after 24 are absence this afternoon. They had a narrow 
escape from being cut to pieces but came home without having a man k i l l e d . 

I think of you often and would l i k e to be at lose H i l l a l i t t l e while, 
though I think on the whole that this l i f e suits me as well as any other and 
certainly i s much better than the rag trade. The night i s dark and cloudy and I 
think i t w i l l rain before morning. These Virginia rains generally come down hard 
when they do come - we have had experience of several. On my next campaign, i f I 
l i v e to make one, I shall know what things are necessary to take with me and will 
be able to f i t out at less expense much more completely than I did this time, f r i t © 
me soon, the letters take six days ticome sometimes and i t makes the time seem long 
between them. Give my love to a l l the family and t e l l Susan I w i l l write to her 
soon. 



Gamp Butler, July 14th., 1861. 

Since writ l a g you last there has been l i t t l e of interest going on here. 
I went to fort Monro© on Thursday and spent the day, roamed over that noted fortress, 
saw fee big floyd and Union guns and the other curiosities of the place and returned 
in the evening feeling more content with Camp Butler than when I started in the 
morning. It would be a great nuisance for us to be obliged to go about a l l day i n 
our good clothes and white gloves, after the free and easy style of shirt and pants 
that we indulge i n here. We had a v i s i t from Gen'l Butler this morning and fired 
some shells from our r i f l e d gun into the enemy's battery on the other side i n honor 
of theoccasion. 

My toe was a l i t t l e troublesome this morning and I did not attend Divine 
Service but went to hear the fighting Chaplain o f Col. Allen's regiment this evening 
at retreat parade. He is an eloquent speaker and the fine band played some sacred 
airs very beautifully. Once I thought I was at home i n church. The Chaplain was 
at St. Bethel and was fired at by a company o f the enemy while he took a sketch ©f 
the works. On® ball passed through his cap and another struck between his feat, 
the l a t t e r he dug out and sent to his wife. I have visited him in his quarters, 
which are near my d r i l l ground f o r a r t i l l e r y , and he read me one or two letters that 
he i s writing to his wife with the Intention of publishing at some future day. Th«f 
are written in a. very agreeable style and his reflections etc. are well and grace­
f u l l y brought i n . 

On the day 1 received your last l e t t e r with the second picture, which by 
the way i s not so good as the f i r s t , Susan I guess selected the best - one le t t e r 
same from Aunt Mary and one from Geo. Swain containing a handsome grey haveloek 
made for me by Miss Idszle Pexsoa. tout M. says a l l are well at Germantown and 
wants me to write to Mary, she would l i k e much to hear from her soldier cousin. It 
is fortunate that I have so much time or my increasing correspondence would swallow 
up a l l my leisure moments. 

It i s i n contemplation to raise our regt. to 1,000 men. In that ease some 
officers will have to go to H.Y, to recruit, but there i s no chance for me. The 
German regt. seat out a company on Friday who had a brush, losing some 17 men i n 
a l l , k i l l e d wounded and prisoners. They don't fight as our bays do. When at f t . 
Monroe I went to the noted Hygeia Hotel, now partly occupied as a military hospital. 
It i s delightfully cool there, the house being of wood with a long piazza and plenty 
of trees a l l around i t , but what other attraction Old Point Comfort could have as a 
watering place, I can't see. There i s no surf and out of the immediate v i c i n i t y 
of the fort, the soil i s barren and sandy end the weather intensely hot i n summer, 

I met a Mr. Sobinson of I.Y. today. He i s on a v i s i t to a l l the camps - a 
lawyer by profession and a very intelligent gentlemanly man, has travelled much i n 
Surope and here and is now waiting here for a chance to see a fight and participate 
in i t with some of our scouting parties. 

Write me soon. I look for letters much more anxiously than I did at school. 

Give my love to a l l . 



Camp Butler, July 19th, 1361. 

I was much surprised on receiving your l e t t e r today to f i n d that you bad 
been long without one from me. I have made i t a point to write twice a week, on 
Sunday and Wednesday, and this i s the f i r s t week that I have failed in doing so. 
But I have been officer of the guard and have been on other duty that has occupied 
my time so much that I could not write before. But you must not get so worried i f 
my letters do not arrive on time for at least three, i f not more, that 1 have 
written to others, have failed to reach their destination. Geo. Swain wrote me 
saying that he had heard from you incuiring about me. I was sorry that you wrote 
to him as he thinks that I do not write to you as I ought and do. 

f e have not been doing anything: special since my l a s t . There seems to be 
a strange delay i n reinforcing Gea'l Butler. H© has troops enough to held F t . 
Monroe and Hewport lews but not enough to make a move and leave enough men to 
garrison these important posts. We a l l want men sent t o take our places while 
we push on. We are more comfortable now than we have been, having drawn another 

.large tent from the U.S. that we placed at the back of ours and floored a l l the 
way through, making two rooms - one for sleeping and the other for a parlor. 

The weather today has been excessively hot and at brigade d r i l l the water 
ran off i a streams. Last night i t rained a l l the time and being officer of the 
guard, I was soaked through and went t© sleep this morning i n my wet clothes with­
out feeling the slightest inconvenience. Tonight i t i s light enough to read outsid< 
sad the a i r i s as mild and pleasant as can be. It seems strange to think that you 
©aa be si t t i n g by a f i r © when we are almost melting i n the heat. 1 will try to 
wilt© to Aunt Mary and to some other friends tonight i f sleep does net come too 
strongly on my eyelids after being up a l l last might. There i s positively nothing 
t© write about here but I w i l l coatinue to write about every three or four days 
even i f I have nothing to say and do not become so worried about my letters, i f 
anything happened here you would see i t i n the papers four days before a letter 
from me would reach you. 

Give my love to a l l the family and write soon. 

Gamp Butler, July 21, 1861. 

I write again so soon that i n case my last l e t t e r should not reach you, 
you may not be so long without a lett e r and besides today (Sunday) is my regular 
l e t t e r day, though my correspondence has been postponed t i l l late in the evening 
from a variety of circumstances. 

We commenced by a regular inspection parade at ¥§ A.M. and I had hardly 
recovered from that and made myself, as I vainly thought, comfortable for the day 
by putting on a white shirt and linen coat, when the order came for a f u l l dress 
review immediately to gratify some females whom Gen'l Butler had brought up with 
him from the Fort. This Involved a march of about a mile and a quarter i n a 
broiling sun for our brigade of five regiments makes a good long line and we were 
warm enough by the time i t was over. I forgot to mention that after the morning 
oarade we marched to hear Divine Service and that brought the second review into 
the heat of the day and then we had a dress parade this evening at &k o'clock. 
That i s what we c a l l work enough for a quiet Sunday i n camp. Our brigade d r i l l s 
are very interesting. Gol. Phelps commands every afternoon and i t is a pretty 
sight to see about 4,000 men going through with the evolutions of the l i n e , l i k e 



clockwork. that mast It be witb 30,000 troopa of a l l arms, cavalry and a r t i l l e r y , 
as they nave them on the Champs de Mara in Paris? We have had a great deal of 
rain lately and when i t does rain here In "firginay" i t comes down i n torrents, but 
our tents are good and the drops on the canvas are very l u l l i n g at night. 

fe have heard of the victories in northern Va. and are anxious for a 
fight here but we shall net probably have a chance yat fer we have not troops 
enough to make a move and as Col. Phelps says we are doing more here than we think 
for our small force holds 25,000 rebels i n check at Yorktown and on the other side 
of the James l i v e r and they look at us and don't dare to make an attack. The Colonel 
says our r i f l e s have been shipped from I.Y. and we hope sooa to be i n receipt ©f 
those valuable a r t i c l e s . Lieut Col. Betts i s i n H.Y, reeruitlng our Regt to 1,000 
men. It i s a good chance for men to j o i n a Begt. already i n the f i e l d and not have 
to wait and hang around the City before being accepted. 

Give my love to a l l the family. I think of you often and would like 
much to pay a short v i s i t to Oaklands but I don't think I would be long content 
away from camp, f r i t s me soon, I look anxiously for your l e t t e r s . 

Gamp Butler, July 25, 1861. 

Yours of the 30th arrived day before yesterday sad we have so l i t t l e to 
mark the time that I thought that today was Wednesday and w i l l try to get this off 
by an extra boat that i s going down to the Fort. A l l goes on as usual here. We 
are vary much excited about the battle at Manassas Jua«ti©»« It was a hard time 
for our troops i f the refarts we hear are true a » i we want an opp».rtmfllty to wipe 
out the disgrace. The rebels have been more audacious si nee the fight and some of 
©ur trasps have been attacked while foraging. There i s a report that our Regt and 
Baryta*® are to go to iMMagtaa but I don't bellare i t , we are want-4 here. 

I had a long l e t t e r from £11za the other day. She i s yet at B r i s t o l . 
Mary Is going to Atlantic City but Eliza i s not, a l l are well there. 

w« had an exalting ahase after a schtoaer tfent attempted to run. up the 
river, but our r i f l e d gun was too much for her and she went in shore wsMm cover 
of a battery. Our r i f l e s are at the Fort but Col. 1. with his usual obstinacy, wi l l 
decline to receive them on account of some kink he has got i n his head. He i s not 
a pofelar o f f i c e r . Gel. Betts i s i n H.Y. recruiting yet but w i l l probably return 
soon. One of the regular t r e s i s i s going to the Fart and I w i l l get him to mail 
t h i s . He i s -?alting now and I must close. I am very well - write me sooa. Love 
to a l l , 

P.8. I w i l l writs again Sunday. 



Camp Butler, July 30, 1861. 

Again I was obliged to omit writing to you on Sunday as we were out on a 
•£*outing party from Saturday evening. As usual 1 was appointed to the command of 
the advance guard. We lay a l l night in the fields near a house that we expected 
fould be visited by the enemy's cavalry for the purpose of securing the negroes 
there, but owing to an imprudence of the adjutant who commanded one detachment, 
two guns were unnecessarily fired, thereby destroying a l l chance for a fight and 
today (Monday) I am officer of the guard with the mercury at about 105. 

The Scott Life Guard have goae to Washington leaving only four regiments 
here, but the sloop of war Dale i s sent up, probably as e substitute, fe had a 
few shots at a schooner f u l l of men the other day and our r i f l e d gun at four miles 
made her ret i r e into a creek out of sight. There i s l i t t l e of interest here, we 
have had two or three accidents from the careless use of firearms but nothing 
serious. Benner, the boy from our Company who was shot i a the leg sometime ago, 
eame up from the fort yesterday. He can walk with two canes and i s fast recovering. 
W® had a funeral on Thursday of a man who has been sick a lemg time, fe sent him 
to N.Y. with a funeral escort. There are reports that we are to be drawn Into 
Fort Monro® and perhaps to go t© Washington but there is nothing certain. We are 
very comfortable here and not anxious to change. 

Kem«aber me to Aunt Susan and a l l the family and do not get worried about 
ay letters* i f we go on a march awy from here a letter may be delayed a mw&%. ' 
t o n mast not think of going to Annapolis; i t would do as good for I could go to 
S.T. as easy as there and a l e t t e r would take about the same time to go. f r i t e to 
me soon and put i a some mere flower leaves - they remind ae of the north. Tfe© 
Manassas a f f a i r was not s© bad for us after a l l . fe hop© t© be able to wipe i t 
out some day. 1 have a© more t© write and my interruptions are so frequent I can 
seareely f i n i s h t h i s . 

Camp Butler, July 31, 1861. 

I received your last l e t t e r oa Tuesday and would have written irsmedl&tely 
but I have bad some extra duty to perform that kept me busy. There i s positively 
so l i t t l e doing here that It seems foolish to sit down and commence writing on such 
a large sheet of paper, with the almost certainty of not being able to f i l l i t . 

Col. Phelps f u l l y expected en attack last night and we were oa the alert 
and ready to give the rebels a warm reception but they didn't come. I don't know 
what information he had, but he seems to think that we may be attacked any day now 
and as he i s about the best officer i n the Department, I should not wonder i f he 
was right. I have command of two of the f i e l d pieces mounted at our angle of the 
entrenchment and my boys w i l l try and make them do good service. Gen'l Butler Is 
up today knocking i n the heads of a l l the whiskey barrels that he can find, at the 
gutters and elsewhere, A l l the packages sent to the men are opened at the Fort 
and i f they contain any liquor It i s confiscated and drank by other parties than 
those i t was designed for. One of our boys found a lot of ambrotypes i a a "secesh" 
house and brought them into camp. Re gave me a good double one of two of the 
niggers, one with a v i o l i n and the other with a French horn. They are good pic­
tures and will make a pretty r e l i c of our stay on the sacred s o i l of Virginia. 

One of our captains and a lieutenant are l a I.I. on a sick furlough and 

two other Lieuts. are on recruit ing service with Lieut Col. Setts. The Colonel 

is i n Washington or Albany on business of the Department and so we are rather short 

of officers, both of the f i e l d and l i n e . Col. Hawkins w i l l be commandant of the 



poat oa bis return as Col. Phelps and his Vermonters expect to leave on Monday fer 
home, though a considerable number of them w i l l re-enlist in other regta. for there 
i t a fascination about this camp l i f e that draws men to i t although i t i s rough and 
dangerous. My correspondence has been much neglected for a week or two and I have 
gome six or seven letters to write, a business as you know that I do not much 
fancy, but people write to me and expect an answer always. Charley Swift seat me 
& few lines the other day. Be says they are a l l well but he don't know what he i s 
going to do. Business i s at a complete stand-still and no prospect of anything 
better. It i s a pity Charley Is not more of a "mllitalre". He could then find 
employment easily enough in these times, tho I am afraid the pay would not come 
often enough for him as we have not touched a red of Uncle Sam's money since w© 
entered his service, but hope to get some soon. 

Give my love to a l l the family at Oaklaads. It would do me good to be 
able to v i s i t you for a day or two. Write to me soon and t e l l me i f you have 
heard from John A. Jones. I told Geo. Murray that you thought he was in I « T . 
and he wrote oa to know about i t . George makes a good soldier and Is very much liked 
by his officers, being always respectful and polite. I see Mm frequently now and 
he always asks about you and seemed very glad to hear that you remembered him 
enough to send him news of Mr. J . and MatMlde. But i t i s now time for the mail 
to closeand this must go. Write soca. 

0 « f Butler, Aug. 5, 1861. 

I have not time to write much this evening feeling rather t i r e d . The 
Vermont ers l e f t this morning early and we have moved inside the breastwork to 
take their place. Reveille was beaten at about 3 o'clock this mcraiag and at 
5 our tents were struck and i t took us t i l l nearly night to prepare the ground 
for pitching them inside. As I write a steamer has arrived, briaging Col. Carr's 
legt. of Albany. It Is, i f I mistake not, a peer regiment, very much oa the 
order of Col. Allen's now here. It seems as i f a l l the refuse troops were sent 
here. We are the only decent Begt. in this department. Gen'l Butler sad Col. 
Phelps hold us up as models for imitatioa aad both think very highly of the 
"wild boys" as we are called, Did you see the notice eontaiaed i n the Ft. Monroe 
letter in the Tribune of July 30th ©r 31»t.T It puffed our officers high. 

I received your last l e t t e r on Sunday. They seem to come ouite regularly 
aew. We expect 30,000 troops here aad at the Fort i n the course of a fortnight 
and then we can look out for an advance* Write me sooa. Give my love to a l l . 
I shall write agala Thursday. 



Gamp Butler, Aug. 9, 1861. 

At last we are partly over the trouble of moving samp and are somewhat 
settled in our new quarters inside the entrenchments, tho i t was a hard job to 
clean and lay them out after the Vermonters who were about the dirtiest men i n 
camp that I know of. Gol. Phelps i s made a Brigadier General and we are glad 
of i t as be w i l l remain in command of this cost. 

We expected an attack last night and the Savannah, a 32 gun ship was 
mowed up from the fort to assist us and they sent us two more f i e l d pieces to 
protect the flanks. We have not yet obtained our r i f l e s but I think we w i l l 
soon. . Our pickets are so near the enemy that we can hear every beat of the drum 
at reveille and tattoo, but I scarcely think they have pluck enough to attack us. 

who do you think wrote to me the other day! Mr. Kodgers of the lose H i l l 
P.O. Tou can t e l l him that I w i l l write to him soon as I can fine time. Willie 
Bisosway has enlisted for the war. His mother and sisters are much distressed 
about i t taSm as he i s opposed to a l l their family South i n a cause "of the right 
and necessity of which w© are not f u l l y persuaded". Our boys are f a i r l y spoiling 
for a fight and a l l are anxious to wipe Gut the Bulls Baa and Bethel, but the 
enemy don't seem disposed to give us a chance, Gen'l Butler was up o n Tuesday 
and we threw about s dozen shells across the river to s t i r up Pigs Point, but they 
l a i d quiet. The rebels burned Hampton night before last and then started to com© 
here but their minds changed on the road and they went home again. 

Oon't be surprised t© hear of any tremble i n our iegt. for Gol. I. i s a 
very unpopular officer and having built up the crack N.T. Volunteer regt. we don't 
li k e to se© our reputation ruined by him. Everyone speaks highly of us sad those 
who know, see where the fault l i e s , bat public ©platen l a not always able to* jmdge 
correctly. My correspondents, the number of whom i s alarming, no less than three 
being added this week, are obliged to suffer just now for I have not written to 
anyone but you for sometime, but w i l l have to commence afaia soon. 

Give my lore to a l l the family and t e l l thea i f we are to stay here long 
I shall get a furlough to go on t© N.T. for a day or so. Some six of our officers 
have don© so but my turn has not come yet and will not for sometime being as I am 
next to the junior l i e u t . i n our Regt. I have received a l l your lette r s . The 
flowers i n the last reminded me of Oaklands. I told Geo. Murray that you had 
received a l e t t e r from Mr. Jones and that he was in this country and Geo. i s 
doing very well end'makes a good soldier. Write t© me sooa. Tour letters have 
been so p a t r i s t i c lately that there has been but l i t t l e news. I© feel the 
patriotism here with the mercury at 100 and our clothes constantly wet with 
perspiration. 

August 25th, 1861. 

I expected every day to go on to Bristol and to meet you there but the 
Col. did not seem, ready and at last Gen. Wool has ordered a l l leaves of absence 
i s be stopped and I eaa*t get #ff. I would have writtea befsra e^ty sxfeetlag 
a l l the time to see you so sooa and not knowing whether to direct to Bristol or 
Geneva, as your last l e t t e r was written before the receipt of mine informing you 
of my prospect for v i s i t i n g B r i s t o l . 



A l l has been going on as usual here and we have strong hopes of having 
something to do soon as Sen. Wool has taken cecsaand. He reviewed us today (Sunday) 
and put the brigade through some evolutions and commended our regt. highly. The 
l . Y . papers have been stopped, except those that come by mail and we are rather 
out of news from other parts o f the world but i t don't trouble us much as we seem 
to lose a great deal of our interest in outside affairs from being i n danger con­
stantly ourselves. Tomorrow our Company and two others start with a fleet to assist 
in reducing some fort along the North Carolina Coast near Hatteras-and i f a l l that 
I can learn of the expedition i s true, we are l i k e l y to have a good sharp time of 
it and have an opportunity of distinguishing ourselves. Only 210 of us and a 
detachment from Max Weber's regt. but don't believe any newspaper stories of i t t i l l 
I write to you. 

The weather i s growing c h i l l y at night and while I am writing, a blanket 
i s very comfortable about the shoulders, the the night i s superb, the moon being 
bright enough to read by. I send this to Bristol with instructions to forward i f 
you are not there. Write me soon for the letters grow more precious the longer I 
am away from home. Let me know where you are and I have about $25. to send home 
and hope next payday to have $100. i f a l l things go well. My last pay was short 
on account of my having been a sergeant for a month. 

Our l i t t l e insubordination has a l l blown over and a l l things run on 
smoothly and as well as possible. Hew recruits come on about twice a weak and the 
boys put on the airs of "old soldiers'* to the© - i t i s amusing to watch them. % 
pen i s poor and i t i s very late so 1 w i l l close but will write again when our 
expedition returns. Love to a l l . 

fort Hat teras, Aug. 31, 1861. 

We have been engaged l a the most successful a f f a i r for the U.S. since 
the war began and are now posted (3 companies of us) on a sandy peninsular l i k e 
Fire Island i n charge of two forts mounting 28 guns and commanding the only inlet 
oa the Ho. Oa. Coast north of Beaufort. W© took i t after a severe bombardment of 
several hours in which the enemy lost in k i l l e d and wounded, some 70 or 80 besides 
658 prisoners. I have command of the upper battery of 5 guns, besides 4 f i e l d 
pleees, one a rifled. Dahlgren that I had drawn i n some two miles threuja the sand. 
The mosouitos are fearful, fe found a petition signed by a l l the officers and 
men of the seeesm. forces here, requesting to be removed, saying that they desired 
to shed their blood i n defence of their country but that i f they stayed here much 
longer the mescpaltos would have it a l l . 

A l l my clothes are at Hewport lews, f e have nothing here but are as 
happy as can be, occupying comfortable barracks and taking everything as it comes. 
The"bombardment was a magnificent sight, the four frigates mi. three gunboats poured 
In a perfect hailstorm of heavy shell and completely silenced the batteries. I don't 
know how long we shall stay - perhaps the rest of the regt. w i l l come. We were 
ordered off for two days only and have been here six already. You must not be 
alarmed at not receiving any l e t t e r from me as we have no regular coBWjaieatloa 
with Ft. Monroe and have to depend oa transports. This inlet and fort i s the 
back door to Norfolk - water ©©maaaleation a l l the way. I suppose there w i l l be 
some movement made in that direction and whea i t comes, may I be there to see. 

Give my love to a l l friends and say that I have neither paper nor time 

at present to write any letters - Write to me soon, care quartermaster I. Boyes -

Fort Hatteras, Ho. Oa. I send this to Bristol with instructions to forward i f you 

are not there. I fear we have lost the Harriet Lane. She l i e s aground near the 

beach with a l l her guns and shot thrown overboard. She grounded while attempting 



to enter the Channel and Hatteras gales are not very favorable to a wrecked vessel. 
There i s l i t t l e to write about and the boat starts soon so I w i l l close. If you 
were her© you would not recognise me in a pair of grey jean pantaloons, blue shirt 
and straw hat, looking as unmllitary as possible. I have no trophies of the victory 
to send ©a. Some of our officers picked up swords and revolvers but there was 
nothing that I wanted. 

fort Clark, Hatteras Inlet, 1©. Ca. 
Sept. 2nd, 1861. 

I have an opportunity to sand you a le t t e r by the Harriet Lane, but not 
having heard from you sins© I wrote of my intention to go to B r i s t o l , I don't knew 
where to direct i t , but w i l l send i t to Bristol with instructions t© forward. The 
Lane went ashore on the second day of the bombardment and her machinery i s so much 
Injured that she i s going to I.I. for repairs. Our- fort (Clark) is situated half 
a mils up the island an the point of which f t . Hatteras stands. I have been busy 
supervising the mounting of guns and otherwise remodelling the batteries. I brought 
in four f i e l d pieces left on the sands about two miles from the fort and have cut 
embrasures and mounted them on the land side of our battery. These, with the 
addition of four 32 Pdrs w i l l give us a good protection against a large force while 
we .have SO- guns in the other fart to retreat upon in case of a defeat and the gun­
boats to aid us besides. 

This i s a sweet place to stay in winter, half the time the whole place 
is overflowed by the sea, making it very comfortable of course. I wouldn't care i f 
we had more connection with c i v i l i z e d l i f e but we are pretty well shut out. The 
inhabitants come in at the rate of from 50 to 100 per day to take the oath of 
allegiance. They are generally a poor set who don't knew much and l i v e by fishing 
and wrecking. 

I have just learned that the enemy have burned their forts at Oregon 
and Oeraeeke Inlets so that the fort at leamfsrt is the only one for us t© t 
Our steam tug the Fanny, one of the old propellers that used to run past B r i s t o l , 
mounting two r i f l e d guns, ran out and brought i n a schooner this afternoon. She i s 
very useful here and stands the sea very well. There i s aethiag doing here beyond 
the regular work ©f preparing our works t© resist aa attack which i t i s reported 
w i l l take place sooa. If i t isn't come before two days, we w i l l be in good trim 
to stand i t . fe may be sent to Newport lews again or the rest of the regt may be 
sent her© - on© or the other I hope we'll do s©oa as I have but ©ae suit ©f clethes 
with me sad would l i k e a clean shirt once in two weeks at least. 

Oive my love to a l l friends wherever you are and write me soon as 
possible. Tell a l l friends that I would write but the means of communication are 
s© uncertain that i t i s by ne means sure that a le t t e r would reach them. Bireet 
your let t e r to Lieut. Morris, 9th l e f t . N.Y.S.V. - fort Hatteras, Ho. Ca. f© have 
no pens and ink and but l i t t l e paper so excuse the pencil. 



Fort Clark®, H a t t e r a s I n l e t , B.C. 
Sept- 12th, 1861. 

I r e c a i r e d a l e t t e r from you yesterday dated Sept. 3rd, by the S t r , S. 1. 
Spauldlag that brought down the f i v e companies of our Regt. The other two w i l l be 
along I n a few days ee that from a l l appearances w© are bound t© g a r r i s o n t h i s sand 
bar f o r a time at l e a s t . Our l e g t . i s now f u l l t© 1,000 men and the r e c r u i t s are 
almost a l l f i r s t c l a s s men. Our band (24 p i e c e s ) i s w i t h u s and w i l l serve very 
'much to r e l i e v e the tedium of the l i f e and I suppose that mm we w i l l make v i s i t s 
to the mainland and destroy any of the enemy's b a t t e r i e s that are along the shore. 
I wrote C o l , Hawkins' l a s t report to S e a ' l . f o o l and such a course was s t r o n g l y 
reooaaended. 

The Speulding takes home the detachment of the 30th Regt. who were here 
w i t h us and h e a r t i l y g l a d a r e we to be r i d of them. They are a t M e v i n g , q u a r r e l ­
some set and ought t© be sent to the Tortugas and have al r e a d y brought much d i s g r a c e 
on our cause by t h e i r p l u n d e r i n g . We have taken f o u r p r i z e s sine© our a r r i v a l , three 
schooners from the l e s t I n d i e s and one from H a l i f a x , 1*9, and I understand some of 
the goods cam® from Boston and f . Y , and there a r e Invoices that w i l l i m p l i c a t e 
some houses i n those c i t i e s . I t wa» amusing to see how they were trapped. The 
f r i g a t e Cumberland l i e s o f f our of sig h t of lan d and d r i v e s the v e s s e l s i n . They 
make s t r a i g h t f o r the i n l e t and as we Show no f l a g , n o thing doubting but that the 
f o r t i s Confederate p r o p e r t y , when they are w i t h i n range we t r a i n a gun on them 
q u i e t l y and when they are i n s i d e a tugboat boards them and i n a g e n t l e way c l a i m s 
ship and cargo as a p r i z e . One of t h a Captains was b o a s t i n g to H e a t . Crosby who 
boarded him, o f the way he had cheated the Yankee c r u i s e r and dropped to the deck 
w i t h astonishment when informed that he was & p r i s o n e r . We seat two o f the p r i s e s 
to B d l s d e l p h i a yesterday and some day I hope t o see a l i t t l e p r i z e money as the 
value of v e s s e l s sad cargoes taken i s near $225,000, 

Hemember me to a l l my B r i s t o l f r i e n d s and say that w r i t i n g m a t e r i a l s are 
too scarce here at present f o r me t o correspond. I ©ann@t even get a whole sheet 
to w r i t e upon but as soon as we become s e t t l e d I w i l l send some l e t t e r s . Hemember 
me s p e c i a l l y to Mrs. l a n d r e t h and Landy and f a m i l i e s . I send t h i s l e t t e r to I.Y, 
by Capt. P a r i sen who w i l l m a i l i t f o r ae. He goes home on f u r l o u g h f o r a few days. 
T e l l M o r r i s i f he can get a commission t o come out to the war but on no account to 
e n l i s t as a p r i v a t e . We have a rough l i f e but i t s u i t s me, of course, and I 
wouldn't change i t f o r any ot h e r . F or the f i r s t week a f t e r our a r r i v a l we had 
nothing to ©at but f l a p - j a c k s aad c o f f e e every meal and n e i t h e r were o f the best 
but i t i s over now f o r our s u t l e r has come and we l i v e b e t t e r . Why don't M o r r i s 
r a i s e a company i n B r i s t o l and environs, I don't l i k e to be the only r e p r e s e n t a t i v e 
of the f a m i l y i n the f i g h t end want somebody t o help support i t s c r e d i t . 

As u s u a l we are now pushed ahead and as we ©re the c r a c k v o l u n t e e r s of I.Y, 
and the s p e c i a l pets of Oen'l Phelps, our chance f o r a c h i e v i n g d i s t i n c t i o n i s p r e t t y 
good, I hear that there i s a strong f o r c e coming from N o r f o l k to d r i v e us out o f 
t h i s . I f they come i n the daytime w© can whip 10,000 wit h our regt.and one company 
of r e g u l a r s but a night a t t a c k w i t h the bayonet would s e t t l e some of us - though 
they can't h o l d the p l a c e against ©ur f l e e t . M e a t . M i t c h e l l of Co. C. has resigned 
and expects soon to go to I.Y, f a m i l y a f f a i r s compel him t© l e a v e and he w i l l c a l l 
on Josi© and S l i z a f o r rae. He i s a gentleman and can g i v e them a l l p a r t i c u l a r s ©f 
me and our l i f e here. This e x p e d i t i o n w i l l prevent our b e i n g p a i d t h i s month and 
i t w i l l take a l l my money to keep me so that next p s ^ t ^ I s h a l l be able t o send 
at l e a s t $250. to you. 



fe have deliclous Carolina sweet potatoes now and fresh figs for which 
1 have acquired a great l i k i n g . They taste l i k e f u l l y ripe persimmons and are 
sold at 6 cts. per dozen. 

t r i t e to me soon and let me know a l l the news. I shall write you by 
every opportunity and that w i l l probably be about once a week or as often as a 
transport brings down stores, etc. If we ever make a descent on lewbern or 
Elizabeth City, some of Gushing King & Cos. debtors w i l l be reminded of their 
obligations pretty strongly i f they can be found. One of them I believe was i n 
this fort just before we came but l e f t before the attack. 

An M&glish man-of-war poked her nose in to see what was going on, the 
other day, but meeting with no attention and probably thinking from the looks of 
things that the blockade was tolerably effective.at t h i s point, she went out 
again. It would astoni sh you to hear the enmity expressed against John l u l l In 
both Army and Wavy. The old feeling of /76 and 1912 i s s t i l l strongly alive and 
seems to be growing and i f this trouble is settled soon, England may yet again 
find by experience the strength of Uncle Sam's arm. 

The beach here i s covered with beautiful shells and I wi l l put some in 
my trunk as mementoes of the occasion, together with a piece of a different kind 
of shall that flew into the officers Quarters and by the blood on the floor, I 
should judge did some execution. 

Ihen you go to dermaatown, apologise to Aunt M. for me. 1 would have 
irirltten to Mary before and have partly written a letter at Newport lews but my 
work was heavier than that of amy other 2nd Lieut, there, on account of my being 
on special duty of one kind and another almost a l l the time, but as soon as I am 
relieved from the post of ordnance officer by one of the regular army, which, w i l l 
be i n a few days, I w i l l write. When you write, direct to 9th Regt. I.Y.V. 
Port Clark, Hatteras Inlet, K.C. We w i l l probably stay here unless our Company 
goes to Ocracoke, in either case the letters w i l l reach me safely. T e l l Morris 
to send me a paper occasionally - we are out of news altogether. 

P.S. We had a rough time on those hulk© oa. the f i r s t dsy of the attack. 

Port Clarke, Hatteras Inlet, U.S. 
Sept. 20th, 1861. 

I thought that the mall had played me a poor trick i n not bringing me a 
letter from you but i t came this morning before I was up, having- been sent by 
mistake to one o f the companies quartered at Camp Wool about two miles up the 
beach. Things here are in statu quo since the arrival of the rest of our regt. 
We have had the baad at Port Clarke to enliven us a l i t t l e , they play at guard 
mounting in the morning, at evening parade and for an hour before tattoo. It 
Is a very good band and gives great satisfaction. 

I was sorry to hear that Morris i s aet e f f yet. It must be rough to 
see the Fezias aad a l l heads going to fight and he l e f t at home. Tel l me l a your 
next what Regt. the fezins are in end what positions they hold. Will Disosway i s 
off to Washington with the Lincoln Cavalry. He w i l l see service soon. We are 
vegetating finely here, being a l i t t l e more comfortable than at f i r s t . The 
natives bring us f i s h and potatoes and our sutler keeps the fancy articles of food. 



There I s nothing yon can send me except letters. Books would he thrown 
away as my v a l i s e i s too f u l l already f o r comfort. I have clothes enough except 
a f a t i g u e uniform that I i n t e n d to procure from f o r t Monroe as soon as the f a t e s 
w i l l permit me to reach that place. We have been ordered to have three days 
rations cooked and to be i n readiness to start at a moment's notice for parts 
unknown, but as I heard of e force o f 3,000 men at the Li g h t Souse through the 
natives, I guess we are going to give them a "wipe" although 3 to 1 i s hardly 
f a i r odds, but the Zouave 9th t h i n k they are good f o r the odds. 

The post of Ordnance Officer don't elevate a " f e l l e r " only it gives 
him a l i t t l e extra dignity to put on and plenty of work to do and i f the sesesh 
are bold enough to a t t a c k us i n the daytime, your respectable son w i l l probably 
have a good share i n the glory of whipping them. The Spalding came down yesterday 
with stores on board. She i s our only means of communication with Christendom 
and i t i s a week since she was here and you can imagine the anxiety with which 
the newspapers were looked far and the disgust with which w© hailed the announce­
ment of no battle near Washington. Bid you see the report of Col. Max feber and 
the ears signed «y tne lierman ©ixxaejrs ^* i f l C s . l a t>u« m ^ u e , wi *ae xuTja 
I think. They He from be^iannlng to end and the men are a perfect pack of 
thieves over *hom the officers have no control. They destroyed more property 
here in two days than our men would in as many years. 

S i g h t before l a s t we had a r e g u l a r Hatteras storm or r a t h e r squall, for 
i t only lasted about a half hour but w h i l e i t lasted i t was hard. The h a i l came 
down li k e bullets and even s p l i t shingles on the roof. One of the officer's tents 
was l i f t e d up bodily and carried into the swamp and i t s occupants and their baggage 
strewn miscellaneously over the sand, I happened to be in a tent with two other 
officers smoking our pip e s i n a peaceful manner when the stem burst on us almost 
without warning, r i p p i n g off the tent f l y and tearing -up thec-.-cfags. Iverythlag 
was soaked i n five minutes but the poles stood fast, and we iaSa our escape to the 
barracks. 

Where are l l i z a and Josie - have they returned to I.Y. or not? I f yea 
have such weather as we have been favored-with they esuld not think o f going t© the 
city. W© are too lazy to do anything here and were It not absolutely necessary t© 
rise, w© would l i k e abed a l l day. Hot what you mean when y©u say you go t© bed, 
for ours are simply bunks wpoa which you l i e rolled up in a blanket with your head 
on a knapsack. The undressing consists of going to the extent of taking off beets 
and sometimes not t h a t , but you wake up i n the morning feeling fresh and good -
mattresses are a luxury that w© have abolished, considering them a nuisance in our 
present condition. 

lemember me to a l l the family at Germantown and don't give any of my 
letters to anyone to read, You know i t was always my f a l l i n g when a boy that I 
could not write my company hand t o you but must always scribble. I w i l l continue 
to write by every transport while we remain here but as the war mails are very 
irregular, you must not be disappointed i f you do not receive one in three weeks. 
The papers will keep you posted on our movements. The Herald correspondent resides 
in Capt. Jardines

:
 quarters - perhaps some clue to the puffs that Co. 0. gets. 

Jardine is working f o r a commission i n the regulars and w i l l probably get i t . 

Write me soon - direct to Fort Clarke, Hatteras Inlet, K.O, and the 
letters will probably reach a© i n about 10 days from date. At least my lew York 
letters took that long* 



fort Clarke, Hatteras Inlet, 8.C. 
Sept. 29th, 1361. 

The "Spanieling" arrived on Friday night and brought me two long letters 
from you - one dated the 9th and another the 23rd., a f a i r example of the irregularity 
of the mails. They were the only letters I received for the malls that came to 
Newport News for three days were mislaid on board ship and could not be found when 
she arrived, so that I don't know how many are lost. The 20th Indiana Regt. came 
down on the S. and have been sent to Chicamacomac. a. place about IS miles up the 
island, fe have also received two small gunboats to cruise in the Sound. They are 
Mew York steam tugs fitted up for the purpose snd answer very well. 

The Susquehanna brought in two prize schooners today and another was driven 
ashore in a heavy storm that came on Thursday. She was loaded with sugar and molasses. 
A detachment of our boys was sent- up the beach, to save as much as possible but I do 
not yet know how they have succeeded. As a specimen of the style of a Hatteras gale -
i t drifted the sand three feet deer? on the platforms of ay guns. I spent an hour on 
the beach watching the breakers in the midst of i t - i t was a sublime sight. My 
duties have been unusually arduous today (Sunday) and yesterday in consequence of 
the arrival of a large quantity of ammunition consigned to your son. f e are now 
pretty well supplied with powder and shell end could make a good defense. The 
invoice was addressed to 1st. Lieut. S.K.fi, and I accept i t as a good omen. 

Lieut. Mitchell received the aecentance of his resignation today and an 
honorable discharge from the service. 1© has been, in fact, my only intimate and 
I am more sorry to see him go then i f i t had been anyone els© i n the Regt, The 
papers bring us the news of Mulligans brave conduct and of his f i n a l capture. I© 
hop© i t i s not as bad as represented. M. i s a brave fellow and deserved better 
luck. Oar time passes as monotonously as usual and we are becoming i a external 
appearance, a regular set of wreckers or pirates. I seat to Ft. Monroe by this 
Str. for a new fatigue coat - mine i s about worn through by the sand. 

T e l l Aunt Mary that we are doing our best to end the war here but the 
main battle must be at Washington and I wish we could be there to help our boys * 
w© could do a great deal ©f good. Our surgeon, Dr. Humphreys, i s a Phliadelphiaa 
and a classmate of H y MeOlellaa. 1® knows a good many of my aesuaiataaees i a the 
ci t y . Perhaps Aunt M. who knows about almost everyone there, may know him. There 
i s nothing you caa send me t© add to my comfort for despite the rough l i f e , I am 
very comfortable. % health i s good sad what mere 4© I want? When I send any 
money hose, recollect that i t i s sent for you to spend and ao$. invest for, me. 
and I don't want to find you short of a single thing oa my return and I don't car© 
to find a cent of money of mine there either. I m abundantly able to take ©are 
of myself now end want you to enjoy yourself more than you have done. Auat M. 
will have more demands upoa her from Robert's folks and besides I don't waat you 
t© be any longer dependent on anyone else. H i z a and Josie seem to be making a 
long tr i p this summer. I w i l l t e l l John Mitchell t© c a l l and i f they are act l a 
towa i t w i l l do no harm. My chances for a furlough are very poor and there i s no 
prospect of a change for sometime to come, so i f you really think it best to go 
to Oaklands for the winter, i t i s act worth while to wait for me. I caa imagine 
Josie's disgust at receiving Charley's l e t t e r . What induced aim t© write, I don't 
see, not that I em at a l l opposed to corresponding with young ladles but Charley 
makes such a poor f i s t at l e t t e r writing that I should hardly think he would l i k e 
to venture on writing to so very particular a demoiselle as Josie. Morris w i l l 
hardly get a majority, he isn't at a l l f i t for i t and had better begin as a Lieut. 
T e l l me when you write what positions the Vezins hold l a the army. Henry may make 
a good officer but I don't think much of the other and as to German troops, the 



fewer that Uncle Sam has in his service the better for our credit. Such fishing 
as we have here would astonish John and Arthur. You see a Zouave with pantaloons 
rolled up, walking quietly along the beach, close to the surf, with a long line 
thrown out among the breakers, when suddenly he w i l l be almost jerked off his feet 
and then with the line over his shoulder, pulling l i k e a mule and y e l l i n g l i k e an 
Indian, f i n a l l y with the aid of two or three more, a f i s h weighing from IS te 30 
lbs. w i l l be hauled up on the beach. They are celled drums and are good eating. 
One of our boys was hauled into the surf the other day by on© and would have been 
drowned for h© would not l e t go, but for the aid of some others who pulled him sad 
the fi s h out. Sharks are plenty and a great many other f i s h . Bert month, If we 
are here, we w i l l have fin© blue fishing. 

Civ© my lev© t© a l l friands and writ© t© me often * the letters straggle 
along. 

Fort Clarke, October Sad. 1861, 

I write you today because w® start tomorrow morning on an expedition 
that may keep me t i l l after the next str. s a i l s . We sustained what was, under 
the circumstances, a rather serious less, yesterday. Our steam tug the fanny 
was captured by the rebels with a valuable ©arge. She was up th© Sound ©a her 
way to the camp ©f th® Indiana 20th, about 40 wiles up and was attacked by three 
rebel gunboats. Her two guns were manned by 12 of my a r t i l l e r y boys who made a 
gallant defease and would have brought her o f f with .flying © t i e r s but for the 
utter incapacity i f nothing worse, of the off i c e r i n charge. As i t was they 
inflicted considerable damage on the enemy but were ©bilged, to surraaAer and 
are now prisoners. 

Tomorrow at daylight, i f this rain holds up, Lieut. Bahkhead of the 
Susquehanna, w i l l take out an expedition of tw© gaboats and launches - th© 
battery consisting of 2 - 32 f$g$. and 4 r i f l e d guns and a fere© of men. Your 
sen accompanies him with a picked squad of his a r t i l l e r i s t s to endeavor to 
retrieve the misf ertune ©I yesterday (which would probably have been a vlatory 
had he been with them). Don't say so t© anyone else - i t sounds l i k e "brag". 

• Our commander, Lieut. B. i s an able officer and has seen a good deal of service 
and 1 hope to have a better tale t© relate on my retura. The remainder ©f our 
Begt. i s expected by the next str. and th© prespeet© axe we w i l l be quartered 
here for a considerable length of time. 

Col. Hawkins seems to let me do just as i t suits me and seldom objects 
to any request or change that I wish to make* There will be vacant, 1st. Lieut, 
positions soon and i f I do anything creditable this time, my chances for promotion 
will be very f a i r indeed. Aside from this a f f a i r a l l goes on as usual in this 
dreary place and were i t not for my aim©st constant ©eeap&tlsa i n ©ria&aa© duties, 
th© time would pass slow enough. We leak for letters and papers with great 
eagerness and I hope to find one from you awaiting my retura. 

31 v© my love to th© folks whether at Oermaatowa or B r i s t o l and pray 
for success to the good Cause. 



Fort C l a r k e , Oct. 3th, 1861. 

I received by the Spaulding yesterday, your l e t t e r of the 1st. l a s t , end 
am glad that you seem to be passing the time so pleasantly. I inclose a le t t e r 
that I had written a few days age when starting on an expedition which was not as 
long as anticipated, f© started for the Indiana Gamp with provisions etc. on 
board and on arriving found them so short of everything that we returned immed­
iately to Hatteres for another load instead of cruising for four or five days as 
we intended. We reached the fort in the evening and had to l i e off a l l night on 
account of the intricacies of the channel fad the next morning we got aground -
f i r s t the "Ceres" and then our boat the "futnaa", in attempting to help her off, 
so that w© must perforce wait for high water at 8 o'clock P.M. 

While ly i n g on deck reading i n peace, a boat came alongside with orders 
from Col. Hawkins for me to return instanter to camp. My gig was manned and I 
was ashore in a very short time and found a l l hands in marching order but myself, 
l e f t at home to protect the fort under command of Capt. Morris of the 1st. A r t i l l e r y , 
He i s a good of f i c e r and we did very well together. It appeared that the very night 
that we l e f t the Indiana camp after landing the stores, the enemy came with seven 
streamers, among the® our captured ^feaay" and commenced landing 2,500 men under 
f i r © of their fleet's pins. Of course the 500 Indianans had to retreat, which they 
did i n haste, leaving teats, baggage and ©11 behind them. It was to meet and protect 
them that our boys went up and marhhed 30 miles through soft sand and came back on 
Saturday night about nine o'clock as near worn out as could be. X had. some 300 l b s . 
of pork aad 4 barrels of hot coffee ready for them and i f you ever saw grateful men 
It was those Ind. boys, They are a fine set and were almost dropping with fatigue 
and hunger. 

Our frigate the "Susquehanaa" aad the faaboat "Moaticello" went up on the 
outside and shelled the rebels, k i l l i n g about 150. The Indiaaans lost some 50 a l l 
told and one prisoner was on the outer beach while the Montlcelle" was f i r i n g aad 
was i a irons. He got them taken o f f oa some pretext and s p r i n g i n g v i m a captain, he 
snatched a p i s t o l from his (the Captain's) belt, shot him, knocked down two guards 
and running into the surf, swam to the Moaticello, half a mile off and was taken oa 
board a l l safe - so much for the feet era hoys. 

Had i t not beea for the unlucky grounding of our two boats i n the Sound, 
we would have been in a splendid fight, As It was the intention for us to go back 
immediately to the lad'a camp. 7 to 2 would have been some odds, but we had a good 
battery on board and good men to man i t . It was a crazy thing to send 500 men 40 
miles from relaforeemeats oa a saad bank only 20 miles from the enemy's stroag 
fo r t i f i c a t i o a s oa Heaaoke Island and I should not be surprised i f Gel, Hawkins 
was court-martialed for i t . At any rat©, Gen'1. Jos. I. P. Mansfield i s here now 
i n command t i l l Sen'l Williams i s ready to come and with such an officer we need 
fear l i t t l e . Col. H. has beea becoming more and more disgustingly elevated by his 
posltioa and i t i s time he was brought dowa. 

Write me sooa agaia. fe are uader orders today to move our quarters 
further up thelsland end i t will be pleasanter as there are trees and higher greuad 
there, and the 20th will take our place here. The Spauldiag leaves at oae o'clock 
and I shall not probably be able to write to Mary B, this week but w i l l do so by 
the next str. There i s nothing that you can send me at a l l . I am comfortable sad 
well so that i s as ranch as caa be asked for. Tours was the only l e t t e r that the 
"Sp." brought me, much to my disappointment, as I expected aaother but so many 
have miscarried that probably mine are among the number. Oive my love to a l l at 
Cermantown or 1. I send my letters to.the l a t t e r place thinking you w i l l be sure 
to get them anyhow. But this must go. Write soon to m©. 



Csmp wool. Get. 21st. 1861. 

Again the Spanieling has brought me news from home and it seemed more 
welcome now than ever, for the dullness of this place has bean almost insupportable. 
Soon after writing you last we moved up here - two miles above f t . Clarke on the 
Sound side, where the island i s composed of two strips of sand beaoh with a swamp 
between them, f i l l e d with l i v e oak trees. Ia this delectable spot we are quartered 
and when G-en. Williams ordered reveille to b© beaten at 4 o'clock A.M. whoa it i s 
bright moonlight aad the men to d r i l l for an hour before breakfast, i t i s not 
surprising that some companies had about 30 down with fevers. We have a l i t t l e 
better location than some others sad have escaped with three or four sick. I seem 
to be chill-proof as almost a l l the officers have been more or less a i l i n g but my 
health has been excellent and my feelings good. The Indiana Regt. occupy our old 
quarters at Clarke and we have been ordered back there by the Sen'l and w i l l have 
to take up our abode in teats, a proceeding that our boys don't fancy as they built 
a number of bgrracke there expecting to stay in them and i t i s not pleasant to build 
houses for others to occupy. 

f© have a cousin of Mr. Pierson's in our Regt. He i s Serg't. of Co. C. 
a Newark boy, Buteaberry by name sad a very good fellow. Who i s the Dr. Spear who 
has been called to Bristol? Is he good for anything? We are ruaniag out of 
subjects of interest here - i t is becoming worse than Kewport lews, the days pass 
along rapidly and we seem to be wasting valuable time here and a l l want to move 
on to some more c i v i l i z e d spot. Our blockading fleet did a nice thing at Charleston 
le t t i n g the Nashville escape. I believe that the commanders of many of our vessels 
are secessionists at heart. We looked for some news from Washington but none cam©. 
It seems as i f UeClellea aad Beauregard were not intending to risk a. battle at that 
point. 

Or. White, our assistant surgeoa (Dr. Crane's pupil) was a classmate 
of Harry sad Sam McCiellea aad Dr. Htssfhreys was a classmate of Ely McCle's aad 
has a most profound contempt for that young man's s k i l l and acquirements. In his 
own words, he thinks him a most perfect blockhead he ever saw. The paymaster cam© 
down i n this boat to pay our three companies, 0. .0. aad H. who were away whea the 
rest were paid and as ours i s the last oa the l i s t , I doubt whether I shall get i t 
i a time to express $100. to you, but will do eo by the aext boat. S i z e and Josie 
arrived at home sooner than you expected. I hear they were in N.Y. before October -
probably Miss lasting was set style enough for J . 

Remember me to a l l the fs a l l y and i f the boat don't leave too soon, I 
w i l l write to Mary by her but being in command of the e*ap&ay end payday, my time 
is pretty well occupied. Write to me sooa. I direct my l e t t e r s to Bri s t o l as 
being the safest place and do not be alarmed i f you do aot receive a. l e t t e r whea 
you expect i t as many of my l e t t e r s have miscarried, both go lag and coming. Yours 
was the only oa© that 1 have received by this str. aad I expected at least one more. 
What did Morris gala by his tr i p to Washington? If he wants to see camp l i f e l a 
the rough, let him go to Ft. Monro© and take the "paulding for Hatteras Inlet. It 
would be a pleasant t r i p and Port Monroe i t s e l f i s well worth a v i s i t . Write m© 
sooa. 



z u 
Camp fool - Nov. 2nd, 1861. 

The
 t!

Spaalding
!i
 arrived yesterday after a longer ahsen.ee than usual and 

brought me your letter of the 32nd u l t . and the on® written at B r i s t o l , to which 
Morris added a c o d i c i l . I am glad to hear fhat you are a l l well end spending your 
time pleasantly, but would not advise a v i s i t to Annapolis at present. Affairs 
are too unsettled to trust yourself without necessity i n that part of the country. 
f# have just had a regular Hatteras southeaster. The water overflowed our camp 
ground and was a. foot deep i n some tents but the wind seems to be l u l l i n g and we 
may have good weather again. My own health continues good and they t e l l me I grow 
fat on the sand we have to eat in our food. We saw the "Great Expedition" pas© 
down the coast and hope for i t s success, but have not much fait h ; they put too 
many too troops on board. 

f « were notified of the l i t t l e disaster in which Cel. Baker was k i l l e d by 
a
 w
s@ceSh" gunboat that ran down the Sound and shelled us with a long range r i f l e 

gun. So damag© done however and we did not stop work to look at her. The Indiana 
regt. here are a poor set, th© officers don't know much and the men are a dirty 
sat and don't know soldiers' duty at a l l . Some excuse may be mad© for them as 
they have no clothes or other conveniences but they are the last men that I would

 1 

trust. It seems our fate to be brigaded with poor troops. , 

They have a big joke i n camp new oa them. Capt. Barnett, Meat. Whiting 
and self with a sergeant as sailor, were out sailing on th© Sound the other day in 
a small boat and shooting dusks with our revolvers. (1 shot tw© and struck one four 
times before we could get him) and returning at about 10 P.M. some fear miles fr©» 
.ft* 'Clarke, we overhauled a schooner with a large party of ladlaaaas ©a board who 
had & load of weed. I hailed them and seared the party so, unintentionally ©a my 
part, so that they ran away from us a mile or so into the Sound and on arriving at 
th© fort, told sueh stories about being hailed by a body ©f secessionists i n boats 
that their Cel. Brown had the long r o l l beaten and the whole ©amp mater arms, much 
to the disgust of oar boys who dislike being waked from their aatural .rest without 
cause. Since then, when two ©f our party get together th© officers who are i n the 
secret say - "there go 250 man" - as the ladlaaaas reported at least 500 men, each 
of us i s eoual to 125. fs don't get up any more at I A.M. Gen'l Williams has 
seen the error ©f his ways and changed th© hour of reveille to 5:45. 

I heard of C.I. 4 Oofs affairs indirectly and am sorry they have made such 
a bad thing of i t . Poor Charley must be i n a bad way indeed. I wish I could help 
him but he i s f i t for nothing i n the army. I seat $100. to you by Adams Ex. on the 
last stearner, car© of Geo. Swain. Don't forget to pay him one dollar for express 
charges. I seat the money to pay i t i n advance but they refused to take i t here, 
not knowing how much the rate was. I enclose the receipt i n this l e t t e r l a case you 
don't receive the money. It is in Treasury notes and one I.T. b i l l . I thought i t 
better to send them than gold. I write to H i z a this mall and am surprised that 
Mitchell has not called. He promised to f a i t h f u l l y and wi l l probably do so soon. 

Hatteras i s a rough place and about the last spot where I should wish to be 
stationed but we hope to be withdrawn soon. Col. Hawkins i s under arrest for 
refusing to receive an o f f i c e r transferred to our Regt. by Sav. Morgan. The man 
i s a notorious bed character and loafer i n I.T. and was obliged to leave his former 
Hegt. the I.T. 1st., on account of shooting on© of his men i n a f i t of passion, 
©f course we won't have such a duck among 'as and have compelled him t© resign, 
el the he was ordered here by Gen. Wool. The Col. may have a rough time on a court 
martial but much as I dislike him, I should be sorry t© see him cashiered for sueh 
a cause in which we a l l support him. Col. Betts i s a fine o f f i c e r , however, and 
everything goes smoothly under his command, f r i t © to rae soon. 

http://ahsen.ee


Ca'r.p f o o l - HOT. 13th, 1861 

I was disappointed i n not receiving a l e t t e r from you by the Spaulding 
but suppose that as she l e f t before the usual time that your l e t t e r did not reach 
Fort Monroe t i l l after her departure. I was unable to write you by her last t r i p 
as she only stayed i n one day aad I was i n command of my Oomp'y, the Gapt. aad L t . 
Leahy being on detached service, and moving from Gamp fool to Clarice to take the 
place of the Ind'a 20th who were taken back to Ft. Monroe, much to our satisfaction 
as they were a dirty set and i n our opinion would have been worse than useless l a a 
fight. The steamer brought dowa the Penn's 48th this time and ay comp'y has beea 
obliged to come back to Gamp Wool again, making the f i f t h time that we have moved 
since our a r r i v a l on these delectable shores. I t i s a Schuylkill Co. Segt. aad I 
am not acquainted with any of the officers. Col. lagle i s In command - he was Ool 
of the 6th Penn'a of the three months' yolunt 

I don't know where this letter w i l l reach you but w i l l direct i t to 
Annapolis according to your request. You cannot complain of a lack of news of us 
in the papers as I see that the Herald and Tribune of the Sth both devote several 
eolustas to Hatt eras* We expect to leave for Fortress Monroe oa the next t r i p of 
the Spaulding - ultimate destination unknowa - perhaps Newport Sews again, perhaps 
Washington or Port Hoyal - don't care which, iould rather go to the l a t t e r and see 
some work. There i s nothing doing here. A French man-of-war was lost below here 
in the storm aad the aesesh lost a privateer steamer the ""fiuslow* i n endeavoring 
to ge out to her. f e lost three men who started i n a s a i l boat from Hatteras to 
come to Gamp Wool - supposed to be drowned as the boat was picked up tea miles up 
oa the beach, bottom upward. 

Should 1 be ordered to l.Y. oa recruit lag service, of which there i s a 
chance, I w i l l l e t yea know. Geo. Murray showed me a daguerreotype of Mathilde 
that he had seat to him from H.Y. It i s a good one aad makes her look rather 
pretty- I wrote to E l i z a last week but have not yet received an answer. Will 
send a present to Josie when I get some more money - have to get a U.S. uniform 
out of my next month's pay, so I d l l not have so much to send home but w i l l try 
to send $50. It Is rather expensive l i v i n g here - everythlag i s so high. 

Oae of our LieutS. lliagsciehr, has beea promised an appointment oa his 
brother-in-law's, Gen. SI ©gel's staff. It w i l l give me a chance for promotion 
aad I hope to get i t . Remember me t o Miss Leverett aad t e l l her that she would 
hardly recognise her old pupil in the present Lieut of the Math, If we should 
by any chaace get to f&shiagtoa, 1 w i l l try to obtaia two or three days furlough 
and go see you but I doa't think we will b© sent there. Col. Hawkins i s under 
arrest yet but I hope he w i l l come out a l l right. When you write next you had better 
direct to Fort Monroe. I am i a good health aad enjoying myself as much as possible 
uader the circumstances, f r i t © as sooa as you receive t h i s . 

Gamp Wool, Nov. 16th, 1861. 

I received your l e t t e r of the 11 th this moraiag and trust that you have 
before this received the one that I sent by the last stearner to the care of Miss 
L, Your determiaatioa to go to Annapolis surprised me a l i t t l e but as you are S© 
pleasaatly situated there now, I am aot sorry for the move. We have been ordered 
to Fort Monroe and wil l leave this as soon as another regimeat Is ready to take 
our place. Th© "Spaul&iai? brought more good aews th&a ever before - the capture 
of S l l d e l l & Mason, the successful attack oa the Port Hoyal forts, the success of 
l e i son i n Kentucky and last the release of Col. H. from arrest and our orders to 



return to action and c i v i l i z a t i o n a l l contribute to keep our sp i r i t s up. The weather 
is improving, growing colder and consequently becoming healthier, and time for i t too 
as we have buried five on the island, besides three who were drowned and one sent 
home. We have three officers in ff.t. sick and about the same number here who are off 
duty for the same cause. My own health i s excellent and hope i t wi l l remain so. 

I went duck shooting in a sailboat last week with Lieut. Whiting and when 
some six miles out in the Sound near some shoals and a small island of about an acre 
where the dueks abounded, a

 H
secesh

w
 gunboat bore down on us and favored us with one 

of her compliments In the shape of a r i f l e d cannon shot and as we were not in trim 
to answer her, we travelled for home under a good s t i f f breeze.that soon bore us 
out of danger as her gaaaers were very poor sticks, judging from the shot that was 
sent at us. Yesterday three or four of us walked up to Trent about 3 miles, duck 
shooting in th© ereeks and l i t t l e bays of the Sound and took dinner at the house of 
one of the Union men of the Island. They are always glad to see us and treat us 
well, seldom wishing to accept pay but I always try to give an equivalent for what 
I receive. They are too poor and short of provisions for us to l i v e on thesa. 

Sapt. Sodriguez has been away in command of a. party for a week back but 
has now returned. The care of my company gave me something to do in his absence but 
now everything i s fast relapsing into i t s primitive dullness. I am glad that they 
think Of the poor fellows in the hospital. T e l l Miss L. and Mrs. B. that there i s 
no way i n which they can assist and comfort the sick soldier as by giving him the 
l i t t l e delicacies that a sick man wants. The Government provides l i b e r a l l y , medicines 
and a l l those things bat the l i t t l e things that remind one of home are what i s wanted. 
Willie Di so sway i s on a leave of absence for three months, 1 believe, on account of 
typhoid fever. I would l i k e very well to go north for a few days but not at the 
expense of my health, 

E l i z a has xxo% yet answered my l e t t e r but wi l l probably do so soon as she 
i s a good correspondent. I don't care so much about i t as I have another who t e l l s 
me a l l the news of Interest that Eliza would probably give and writes me regularly 
too. Josie might laugh at the idea of my writing to the B's, but I find i t a very 
pleasant correspondence - don't say to Sli z a anything about i t . Remember me to 
Miss Leverett and say that she must not keep you long enough i n Annapolis to he 
taken by the

 w
sesesh

s
 though the way we have been whipping them lately seems to 

take away most of the chances for that. 

When I commenced this l e t t e r I thought that i t would be a l i t t l e longer 
than usual but my stock of subjects seems to have run out and the climate here i s 
either blowing a l l the time or else warm and unhealthy, frlfee to me sooa though I 
hope that we w i l l not have to stay i n this place long. It Is spelling our regiment. 
I can imagine you si t t i n g at the window looking at the soldiers marching past and 
wondering whether your son's men look l i k e that but they don't for We have the best 
looking sad marching legt. out although the men are not large but stout and active. 
My company are said to be the most active i n camp - they certainly are the healthiest 
and I thlak that their constant action keeps them well. They don't sit and mope i a 
their tents but indulge i n a l l sorts of rough sports and games, which I often sit 
and watch from my tent door. 

Is there such a thing as a couple of pair of white knit woolen gloves to 
be had in Annapolis? I f there i s I w i l l send you money enough to buy them for me. 
I want thin ones, i.e. knit of fine yarn and not clumsy. White Berlins are getting 
cold for this time of year - the thermometer was 2 degrees above freezing last night. 

Give my respects to Mrs. B. and Hrs. Brewer. 



Caaip Wool, Bo v. 27th, 1861. 

Your two letters of the 18th and 21st. last, arrived this morning. The 
Spaulding has been absent longer than usual and we vainly hoped that she might have 
been delayed to wait for the regiment that i s to take our place, but no such good 
luck i s in store for us and a l l f e l t a l i t t l e blue when i t was found that she brought 
us no orders or even any news that might lead us to expect a speedy removal from 
Hatteras Banks. It i s hard to stay here when we should be engaged i n some of the 
expeditions that are lending brilliancy to the war and our 9th has earned a right 
to have some active service - that i s , i f three months endurance of this unhealthy 
and desolate spot can earn i t . 

Your stay i n Annapolis w i l l familiarize you with the aspect of war in i t s 
pleasant er phase but troops fresh from l.Y. l i k e the D'Spineuil Zouaves do not look 
much li k e the old stagers who have seen the animal i n some of i t s roughest forms. 
The fevers here as the weather grows colder seem to assume a typhoid type instead 
of disappearing. The Peaaa. 48th buried a staa yesterday; by the time they have 
put as many under as we have they w i l l know how to conduct a military funeral 
better than they now do, We have not lost any since my last l e t t e r but we have 
one man in the hospital not expected to l i v e and also 36 sick at Fort Monroe, 
which number we calculate to increase by this steamer at least a dosea* 

Col. Hawkins i s s t i l l at Monroe and there seems to be no chance of his 
returning sooa. He i s presiding officer of a court martial, a post that he caa 
f i l l better than that of Colonel la the f i e l d . I am Meat, commanding Capt. 
lodrigues being on a wood party at Trent some 8 miles -up sad l i t . Leahy i s Provost 
Marshal and you may rest assured that .the Company doesn't lack dignity when year 
sea i s at the head. 

I walked up to the lighthouse and back the other day with L t . f h i t i a g , a 
distance of betweea 28 ant 30 miles a l l told aad most of i t through deep loose 
saad. fe started for a walk and prolonged, i t out of curiosity to see the light 
house which neither of us had ever v i s i t e d . It is about 160 f t . high, the lower 
half of stone and the upper part of brick. The shape i s octagonal with a wiadiag 
staircase inside. Secesh have carried off a l l the reflectors and important parts 
of the lantern but did not injure the tower. It commeads a view of the isiaad for 
a long distance and we saw 4 larger ships about 15 miles out bound soiithward, 
probably transports carrying men and stores to Beaufort. 

I am improving i a my shooting so that there i s only one of f i c e r i a the 
regt. caa beat me and he caa't much. I shot*a single duck f l y i a g at 40 yds 
distaace with my revolver while out sailing. We see flocks of duck here some­
times a mile long, thousands upon thousands. 

I was sorry to hear of the death of Jam Thompson. We were rather 
intimate at school and he came to see me i a l.Y. not long before the war broke 
out. Who told you of it? Your l e t t e r i s a l i t t l e blurred there, i t seems to 
be Miss Carr. I don't know her. Remember me most kindly to Miss Leverett and 
Mrs. B. If such a thing i s possible you may see me running i n some fine day 
but the prospect i s very uncertain, our chief hope l i e s i a being ordered to Ft. 
Monroe to take part i n the next expedition but whether Sen. Sutler w i l l allow 
i t or not remains to be seen. The secession steamers run up and f i r e a gun or 
two at us about twice a week but they do not venture near enough to disturb our 
equanimity. There i s a report that the rebels have blown up the works at Roanoke 
Island but we have not yet ascertained the truth of the report. Th© cause i s 
said to be a mutiny l a the Ho. Ca. Regiments. There i s to be an electloa held 



in this county tomorrow for a representative to Congress. It looks to me very 
l i k e a humbug; the few people here are in my opinion not to be depended on. There 
are very few young men among them and we know that some of the sons are i n the 
rebel army and th© fathers stay at home playing possum. 

I shall look for the gloves with some anxiety; mine must be regular gloves 
with fingers. We are unable to procure anything here and have t© depend on th© 
Spaulding for a l l our l i t t l e comforts. Th© paymaster came down this time but 
owing to the neglect of our Adjutant in forwarding the muster roles, only two 
companies, 0. and I. w i l l be paid off. It i s unfortunate as i f we move I shall 
want some and have lent most of mine but he willprobably be down again next tr i p 
and we wi l l be a l l right. How much will be sent home depends on the cost of my 
U.S. uniform that has not eeme yet. 

If my feelings are net too blue, I w i l l write to H.L. by this steamer 
but yours were the only letters that I received from the north and Eli z a and Morris 
both owe me & l e t t e r , f© had a heavy frost this moraiag, th© f i r s t ©a© that has 
been vis i b l e , not because i t has not been cold ©hough, but the wind blows her© 
almost Incessantly and prevents frost. Write t© me sooa again for I don't think 
that the Spaulding w i l l remain long at 014 Point before returning to us as we are 
in need of a great Seal i n th© way of provisions, underclothing, etc, I am dipping 
my pen in a quart ink bottle which w i l l account for the numerous blots In this 
l e t t e r , more than I have made in six months; thanks to Miss L's teachings, my 
letters have that merit i f no other. My health i s goad yet and th© climate dees 
not seem to affect me muah. Co, H. i s th© healthiest Co. in the regt, Its avarage 
of sick i s only three or four while other companies have from 10 to 20, Write to 
me soon. 

Camp Wool - Dec. 6th, 1861. 

You w i l l have to be coateat with a short letter from me this time as I 
have been much occupied by the paying off of my company and by other matters and 
there i s l i t t l e of interest to t e l l you, f© have no prospect of going away from 
here at present and have resigned ourselves to our fate* My health continues 
very good and i f my letters would only come more regularly, I would be quite 
content. 

Two seeesh steamers came down this morning about 6 A.M. and fi r e d a 
dozen or so of shells at us but retired without doing any damage. Oar navy here 
seems to be afraid to show themselves in the found and let th© seeesh insult us 
as much as they please. 

lemember me to a l l th© family at Annapolis and write to me sooa; bytha 
next steamer I w i l l send you a long l e t t e r . I f you have any stockings or any 
underclothing to send, send them to me. They will be very acceptable to our 
men. It is almost impossible to obtain a furlough from here and you must not 
expect too much to see me, though I would give almost anything but my commission 
to see you. 



Camp Wlafield, Doc. 15th, 1881. 

The Spaulding touched here on Tuesday on her way to Port Hoyal - long 
enough to leave the mall and now she is returning to f t . Monroe end stops here 
about the same length of time, fe have again moved - this time about three miles 
up th© island so that we are unable even to see the steamer when she comes i n and 
have to wait for news and everything else. The prevailing idea at present i s that 
w© are to form part of Baraside's expedition that i s to rendezvous here. If this 
is th© case, we will probably leave in the course of a week but I know nothing 
certain. 

My box will probably some by th© next steamer and I am anxiously waiting 
for i t as the gloves are becoming necessary just now although th© weather for the 
f i r s t week i n December was l i k e June aad some days i t was hotter* Our boys are 
employed now i n building a f o r t i f i e a t i o a across the island, a kind of duty that 
does not exactly suit their ideas and they do as l i t t l e as possible. My chance 
of getting a furlough i s poorer than ever. Gen. Williams has just issued an order 
refusing to grant leaves of absence without a certificate from the doctor. Two 
of our officers go home oa this t r i p of the Spaulding, both suffering from old 
attacks of c h i l l s aad fever. 

I have not heard from His*, for a long time, eh© owes me a l e t t e r aad 
i t i s strange that she toes not write, ileawisber ©e to a l l the family at Annapolis. 
There i s nothing to write about here; i t i s worse than Hartsville used to b© aad 
we l i e about ®a«p aad don't know the day of the week mere than half the time. I 
©a serry to let this l e t t e r be se short especially as «y last was so hurried but 
there seems to be ao help for i t . My ideas don't run clear this moralag, probably 
the effects of a slight fever I had for two or three days, but i t has l e f t me as 
well as ever. Write to me soon. 

Trent Outpost - Hatteras, H.Q. 
Dec. S2ad, 1861. 

Your two letters bearing dates of the 6th and 10th have just arrived. 
They find me an advanced guard some six miles above Camp Wool. Our company was 
ordered on this servio© about a week ago and we have had a very pleasaat time so 
far. f© have a small intrenchment oa a h i l l o c k in the midst of piae woods i a 
which most of our teats are pitched end I am glad to be able to t e l l you that 
we have fleers? i n fact the 9th are noted for making themselves comfortable aad 
i t i s seldom that you see a teat without a fl o o r after we have beea three days i a 
a place* About a month ago I invested $8. i n a camp bed or cot, a new invention 
that packs up in a bag half the size of a pillow case and whea set up makes a 
comfortable bed, raised about a foot from the ground, so that Ma Chere mother must 
not be worried about her son aor reproach herself with not having sent him anything. 
He Is an old campaigner by this time and does aot fare worse thaa most other people. 

The package has not yet reached me but I hope i t i s on the Spaulding 
aad w i l l come up tomorrow. The S. brought me my commission as 1st. Lieut, so you 
will have to address my let t e r s to Company I. after this Oapt. J as. Whiting. He 
i s my best friend in the Hegt. aad I am glad we are to be together. He aad Dr. 
White were classmates at Williams College and meet agaia here. We three make a 
good mess. Col. Hawkins has beea mad© a Brigadier Oen'l. at least such i s the 
report brought up from Hatt eras. He came down oa the Spaulding aad w i l l probably 
v i s i t this outpost tomorrow whea "fighting H," as our company i s called, w i l l give 



him a grand recaption. He has r i f l e s for our flank companies §. and B. and I 
hear also three Bshlgren howitzers. In that case your son wi l l probably be in 
command of the a r t i l l e r y again, much to his l i k i n g . From the tone of your letter 
I can imagine Ma making herself a second Florence Nightingale among the sick 
soldiers. Nothing will do the poor fellowB so much good - i f our boys here had 
some one to carry them delicacies they would get well in half the time, 

I have been on two hunts lately, one after possums and coons by moon­
light and the other after deer. We were rather unlucky however and only shot 
one though I saw three. We had a fine possum roasted for supper the other night. 
He was as fat as a roasting pig and about the same size. The meat was as good 
as chicken; our sweet potatoes here are very fine, we get them of the color of 
pumpkins and as sweet as honey. 

There i s an old school house close to our camp that our boys have 
cleaned out and every night they have a dance and songs to while away the 
evenings whea they are not on guard, We have a very good v i o l i n i s t i n the 
company - he was considered a fine player in I.T. and furnishes the music for 
Quadrilles, waltzes and jig s in good style. See. Swain wrote me by this s tr. 
that he i s well but says his prospects are "slightly mixed

1
* but that dry goods 

have seen the last of him, I don't wonderi 

Tour prescription for typhoid fever seems good but as you seem to doubt 
i t s efficiency In the second letter and you know my f a i l i n g of thinking that each 
profession know their own business best so that i f I told i t to Humphreys, he 
would probably have some pet of h i s own that he would think better. My own 
health continues good, the open a i r l i f e agrees with me so that i f I return safe 
to the north, i t w i l l go hard for me to go into business again, I w i l l send you 
my old commission. It is of no use to me now and i t may be a curiosity to you. 
The next grade i s that of Captain but i t wi l l probably be more than six months 
before I get that. 

Write to ice soon even i f you have nothing to t e l l . Tou know that 
let t e r writing never was my forte though I think that I do better than formerly. 
Remember me to Miss leverett and thank her much for her kind invitation to a 
Christmas dinner but I fear i t w i l l be impossible for me to be there, though i t 
would please me much to accept that and another invitation that I have for New 
Years in I.T. Just imagine such weather as we have had for two weeks past. It 
has been as hot as Bristol i n June and this so near Christmas, but tonight (Sunday) 
i t i s raining and by tomorrow night i t may be freezing, such sudden changes do 
the north winds bring, Tou have been in camp now and can imagine our appearance 
at night lying around the tent enjoying our pipes end conversing about "a year 
ago this time". The old corps furnishes an inexhaustible topic and i t has been 
a good thing for the legt. that we were so well acquainted. A l l pull together 
and then we can do anything. Write soon. 

Camp Winfleld, Jan. 8, 1882. 

The Spaulding after two weeks delay, brought me your letters of the 
21st and 27th u l t . as well as the unexpected box whose contents have been 
par t i a l l y discussed with an avidity that I knew would have pleased the donors 
had they been present to see the performance. The turkey malgre i t s ten days 
t r i p , was delicious and with the cranberry sauce was a change indeed after the 
Hatteras fare that we have l a t e l y had. The other box came by the last steamer 
and the shirts and gloves were luxuries to me. The gloves are exactly what I 



him a grand reception. He has r i f l e s fer our flank companies G-. and S. and I 
hear also three Dshlgren howitzers. In that case your son w i l l probably be in 
command of the a r t i l l e r y again, much to his liking* from the ton© of your let t e r 
I can imagine Ma making herself a second Florence Nightingale among the sick 
soldiers. lathing w i l l do the poor fellows so much good - i f our boys here had 
some one to cgrry them delicacies they would get well in half the time. 

I have been on two hunts lately, one after possums and coons by moon­
light and the other after deer. We were rather unlucky however and only shot 
one though I saw three. We had a fine possum roasted for supper the other night. 
He was as fat as a roasting pig and about the same size. The meat was as good 
as chicken; our sweet potatoes here are very fine, we get them of the color of 
pumpkins and as sweet as honey. 

There i s an old school house close to our camp that our boys have 
cleaned out and every night they have a dance and songs to while away the 
evenings when they are not on guard. We have a very good v i o l i n i s t i n the 
company - he was considered a fine player in f.X. and furnishes the music for 
quadrilles, waltzes and j i g s in good style. Q-eo. Swain wrote me by this s tr. 
that he i s well but says his prospects are "slightly mixed" but that dry goods 
have seen the last of him. I don't wonder.

1 

lour prescription for typhoid fever seems good but as you seem to doubt 
i t s efficiency in the second let t e r and you know my f a l l i n g of thinking that each 
profession know their own business best so that i f I told i t to Humphreys, he 
would probably have some pet of h i s own that he would think better. My own 
health continues good, the open a i r l i f e agrees with me so that i f I return safe 
to the north, It w i l l go hard for me to go into business again. I w i l l send yarn, 
my old commissi©!!. It i s of no use to me now and i t may be a curiosity to you. 
The next grade i s that of Captain but i t w i l l probably be more than six month* 
before I get that. 

Write to me soon even i f you have nothing to t e l l . lou know that 
let t e r writing never was my forte though I think that I do better than formerly. 
Remember me to Miss teverett and thank her much for her kind invitation to a 
Christmas dinner but I fear i t w i l l be impossible for me to be there, though i t 
would please me much to accept that and another invitation that I have for New 
Years in I.T. Just imagine such weather as we have had for two weeks past* It 
has been as hot as Bristol i n June end this so near Christmas, but tonight (Sunday) 
i t i s raining and by .tomorrow night i t may be freeging, such sudden changes && 
the north winds bring. Tou have been in camp now and can imagine our appearance 
at night lying around the tent enjoying our pipes end conversing about "a year 
ago this time". The old corps furnishes an inexhaustible topic and i t has been 
a good thing for the Regt. that we were so well acquainted. A l l pull together 
and then we esn do anything. Write soon. 

Camp Winfield, Jan. 8, 1862. 

The Spaulding after two weeks delay, brought me your letters of the 
21st and 37th u l t . as well as the unexpected box whose contents have been 
par t i a l l y discussed with an avidity that I know would have pleased the donors 
had they been present to see the performance. The turkey malgre i t s ten days 
t r i p , was delicious and with the cranberry sauce was a change indeed after the 
Eatteras fare that we have lat e l y had. The other box came by the last steamer 
and the shirts and gloves were luxuries to me. The gloves are exactly what I 



wanted and with the cuffs keep my hands warm in spite of the cold northers that. 
have been blowing for a week past. Ton did not congratulate me on my promotion 
to 1st. Lt. but from that I think you did not receive my lett e r announcing the 
fast, for 1 know Ma would be the f i r s t to rejoice at i t . My O&pt. Whiting i s a 
gentleman and altho not very long in the regt. (3 mos.) he was one of my most 
intimate friends here. He, Br,. White and myself mess together and have a sociable 
and good time. 

Our Company (K) has been turned into an a r t i l l e r y corps sad are i n 
possession of three f i e l d pieces, 1 r i f l e and two 12 pdr. Howitzers - much to my 
satisfaction, for you know that the a r t i l l e r y was always my favorite arm. Qen'l 
Burnside*s expedition i s to rendezvous here and we expect Col. Hawkins tomorrow 
to take us with i t or i f not to return to f t . Monroe to recruit our ranks and to 
recover the s p i r i t s and morale of the men which are fearfully damaged by a four 
months stay on Hatteras and by Gen'l Williams who has proved himself a petty tyrant 
and has almost ruined our regt. by his course toward i t . Part of the expedition i s 
already here and when the troops come I w i l l try to see Dr. Flag and others of 
your .acquaintance and i f we don't go with Burnside there w i l l be a good chance for 
my seeing you before long as we are not to stay on Hatteras at any rat©. 

Thank Miss Leverett and Mrs, B. for a l l the good things they sent me. 
Tell them they can't imagine how we appreciate such things from home, I wrote 
to ELisa nearly six weeks ago and have received no answer. If she don't choose 
to write, well and good, so long as I hear from you by every str. I don't care and 
as you know, I don't acknowledge the right of anyone else to say who shall be my 
correspondents and who shall not. 

My health continues goedL in spite of everything- and we have been through 
some hard service, fighting malaria and disease i s worse than fighting the enemy 
and our tent has been pitched in places so damp that the top blanket was always 
wet in the morning as i f i t had been out i n the rain, but my health has been 
providentially preserved and I have had. no chance to ask for a sick furlough, tho 
the doctors would give me one on a slight provocation - they are both good friends 
of mine. I am occupying my dinner hour today in order to secure this l e t t e r to 
you as I am i n commend of a party of 100 men today engaged i n building a redan fort 
to command the beach and have not much time to spare. My writing i s worse than 
usual today but as I handle a pen so l i t t l e i t does not come natural. 

Write to me soon again and give my love to a l l . You w i l l become au fait 
on military matters i f you stay at Annapolis and when I come back I can talk «•shop" 
without fear of not being understood. 

Camp fool, Jan. 30th, 1862. 

It has been almost a month now since I have been able to send you a 
le t t e r . Gen. Burnside'g expedition i s here and the greater part of i t i n the Sound, 
They have had some of the worst weather possible since their arrival but has passed 
through with the loss of only 4 vessels. In fact, today Is the f i r s t clear and 
pleasant day we have had. Qen'l B. has not allowed any le t t e r s to leave hitherto, 
text a steamer leaves today that w i l l take most of the mail. Lieut. Bailey of the 
Mass, 27th came to see me yesterday. He says he would have been under the sod by 
this time had i t not been for year good nursing. He seems to be a good fellow and 
took dinner with our mess. My birthday was net marked by anything special. I 
couldn't help comparing i t with the last one when we had a ouiet l i t t l e dinner i n 
22nd Street, but I consider my circumstances improved from last year. I have 



postponed writing so long thinking that the mail would not go that now I a® 
hurried for time. We expect to go with Burnside to Boanoke Island, which i s 
defended by three batteries mounting in a l l about 34 guns and garrisoned by 3,000 
men, under the command of the great H, A. Wise of V&. and Oen'l H i l l of JJ.E. 
My company hare a baitery of § pieces * 2 r i f l e d guns and 3 howitzers. We had 
a l i t t l e practice last week and at a mile's distance I made some good shots. It 
i s quite cheerful about Hatteras now with the fleet of over 100 sail and carrying 
15,000 troops; the bands play every night and the music sounds well over the water. 

I have not heard from you for a long time. My letter of Bee, 26th or 
thereabouts has not been answered but we l i v e in hopes of fighting our way to some 
better place where we can have something to keep our s p i r i t s up a l i t t l e . After 
this expedition we are te return to f t . Monroe or lewport News and recruit, when 
a l l the officers w i l l have a chance to go home, but I want to distinguish myself 
somehow and give our battery a name, 

Remember me to Miss L. and Mrs. B. - thank the former for her kind note 
that cam© in your last and t e l l her that my worst sickness i s the "blues", a 
complaint fearfully common on Hatt eras. Write to me as soon as you can, s t i l l 
to the same address. The letters w i l l be forwarded to us wherever we may be. 
Lieut. Bailey wished to be remembered to you and to Mrs. B. He seems to feel 
very grateful to you a l l for your kindness to him and to his friends - but the 
"Contraband" waits for the mail so good-bye. 

Transport "Kagle" Pamlico Sound, 
February 10th, 1362. 

I can imagine you looking day after day for a l e t t e r from me and have 
been almost as much worried as yen, thinking of my i n a b i l i t y t© send one, but 
5-en'l Bumside would not a l l * * any mail to go before his expedition had accomplished 
at least part of i t s object. To begin at the beginning - the fleet have had nothing 
but bad weather since they l e f t Ft. Monroe so that «* did not embark t i l l Monday, 
the 3rd. and arrived opposite Boanoke Island on Friday. My Company (K) with five 
guns were on board a canal boat, very ©amfajrtabie however, towed by a ferry boat. 
The gunboats shelled the batteries a l l that morning and i n the evening we landed 
about 5,000 men and bivouacked i n a swampy eetafield ©11 night. On Saturday 
morning Foster's brigade, about 4 regit, rent out and attacked a masked battery 
in the weeds about a mile o f f . We were obliged to wait as a neserve and I t e l l 
you i t was hard to l i s t e n to the volleys of « a k e t r y and the cannon shots and net 
to be able to help. Pretty seen the wounded began to come in and in about two 
hours they sent for us. fe marched instant er and on arriving found our troops 
a l l thru the woods f i r i n g and fighting a force of about 1,800 rebels who were 
behind a breastwork surrounded by swamp and mounting 3 guns, one road only leading 
to i t about wide enough for one wagna and the woods on the other side occupied by 
seeeah. As we f i l e d along i n front of the battery the bullets began to f l y and 
i t was a sight to see our l i n e of fez capped men crouching l i k e panthers along 
through the brush. At length, Gen'l Parks, our Brigadier, gave the order -
"Zouaves.' Charge and clear that woodJB and with such a y e l l as you never imagined, 
in we dashed up to our waists almost in water and cleared that wood in five minutes. 

Our Major leading, we next charged the battery and for a moment or two ©a 
that road I didn't expect to see you again, the Mini© balls whistled round us l i k e 
h a i l . One cut the sleeve of my coat but after giving us two more rounds of grape, 
the rebels ran and we mounted the breastwork in triumph. When they f i r e d the last 
shot, your son was the nearest man to the works and entered side by side with I t . 
Leahy, the f i r s t officers of ours i n i t , we f e l t good and then a cheer went up -



is. 
such as Zouaves know how to give, f e formed again and pursued the eaemy, a party of 
whom tried to escape in boats but my company and another were on their tracks and 
after a short skirmish in a marsh and crossing a creek up to our armpits, brought 
back the boats. In one of the® was 0. Jennings f i s e ( son of H.A. He was struck 
by 4 balls and died the next day. I have the sword of an off i c e r who was with him 
in the boat. After this the fight was over. The balance of our brigade and the 
1st. followed the rebels to their camp when they laid down their arras. We have 
some 4,000 prisoners, 5 batteries with about SO ps of cannon and hold the island, 
one of their strongest points, and the charge of the 9th decided i t . Gen'l Renaud 
tried to get every other regt. to charge through that swamp and none would budge 
t i l l we came up and needed no second order, The others l a i d about in the woods 
f i r i n g end reoeivfcag the enemy's f i r ® but t© l i t t l e purpose, and as we rushed over 
them they would sing out - "Go i n boys.' Go ia.*

M
 but forgot to show us the way. 

Lieut. -Te'tvster was badly wounded in the arm and Lt . Debevoise received a 
flesh wound in the side, but we have not lost a man although there are a good 
many wounded. One of our Company was shot i n the shoulder but not dangerously, 
and one had his musket struck twice within a minute without hurting him. I saw 
one of our boys with Ms belt plate dented an inch deep by a ball but his thiOk 
woolen sash saved him from a bad bruise. The Lieut. Colonel of the B'Bpineuil 
Zouaves was with us and was shot through the brain while cheering our boys en. 
He was a fine old French soldier with silver moustache and hair and spent the 
night before i n our cabin with Capt. fh l t l a g and royself. f e didn't think he was 
one fated to go so soon. 

February 11th. - We bivouacked the night of the fight in a cornfield some 
four miles up the island. 1 may as well my now that i t rained the whole time 
we were on shore and i t was no joke to rough i t as we did with nothing to eat 
but what we could k i l l . The next morning (Sunday) the right wing marched t© the 
barracks where the rebel prisoners were. They are built i n the best manne* and 
are far ahead of anything that I have seen in the barrack l i n e . They are rows of 
long wooden buildings divided into compartments for six men, each room big enough 
for 30, with a large fireplace and chimney i n each. They had plenty of feed, 
flour, pork and crackers, but no coffee or sugar. The store bettarle® are 
beautifully constructed and ere the best earthworks I have yet seen. Almost 
every one had at least one heavy r i f l e d gun, carrying about a 60 l b . shot, but 
with a l l that they did not do our fleet as much damage as they should. 

It i s a heavy blow for the rebels aside from the less of guns and mm as 
the island commands the two sounds and opens the rear of Kerf oik and this and 
the'two counties opposite on the mainland, grow as much corn as the rest of the 
States. Our boys are in glorious s p i r i t s and from, .my knowledge of them I think 
that the next time they are called on they w i l l do better even than t h i s . The 
rebels relied much on the swamp which they thought impenetrable. One of the 
prisoners said - "fe thought we were to fight men, not f i s h " . 

On Monday morning we ©arched at daylight some fi v e miles through a snow 
storm and embarked i n small boats to go on the fleet again. By some mishap our 
canal-boat the "Shrapnel" was not out in the channel and we were landed on the 

"lagle" and when I commenced to write about ten o'clock last night, Capt. Whiting 
and myself get our mem on board the S. after a two mile pull i n a blinding snow­
storm. But the mail i s waiting and I wi l l Close t h i s . Direct to 9th Regt. N.T.T. 
Burnside's Expedition, for I don't know where we will be. Oh, I saw Dennison and 
Bailey of the Mass. 27. They think everything of you and both hunted me up. 
Dennison found me lying by a egsap f i r e about 9 o'clock at night and sat down and 
we had a comfortable talk. 



Cunboat "Shrapnel
8
 off Hoanoke Island 

Feb. 38, 1382. 

then 1 last, wrote you about the 11th la s t , we had just been through the 
fight and sins© that time I have not been able to send off a l e t t e r to you, nor 
have w© received a mail except about 20 l e t t e r s t© a company and none for a© among 
them, f e l a i d i n the - Sound t i l l the 18th when our Belt- embarked on the gunboats 
"Hunchback", "Perry", "Barney" and some two or three more, end sailed up the Chowan 
l i v e r . ff« found i t a rather fin© river with about f l f t , of water for a long 
distance. At the mouth i t i s about 4 miles wide but before we reach ed l i s t e n i t 
became very narrow and crooked with a swamp m one side and high wooded bank on 
the other. We passed some pretty plantations, th© stilte houses snd negro hats 
looked well through the deep green of the forest but the only people were a few 
negroes who were collected i n front of some of the deserted mansion®. 

The leading boat of the souadron had just arrived opposite finton at 
dusk on the 19th and was to anchor for the night,,as a l l seemed to be quiet and 
there were one or two women walking on the bank, men the rebels opened f i r e on 
her with a 12 pdr. gun end musketry, riddling her with bullets. Fortunately a l l 
hands were below at supper and no one was k i l l e d . Col. Hawking was up i n the cross 
trees looking out when the f i r e opened and the way he s l i d down was a caution. It 
was too late to do anything that night so w« retired down the river a mile or two 
•and waited for morning. It was a dreary rainy night and as no ligbtts were allowed, 
i t was dull enough. 

At about 7 A.M. of the 20th we went up again and our boys landed under 
cover of a f i r e from our boats. I never saw a better landing - It was done in 
perfect order and we were ready for a fight as soon as we were ashore sad marched 
up into the village after i t , but as usual, "secesh* had run, leaving knapsacks 
and blankets along the road. Co. K. was detailed for picket duty and I had the 
advanced l i n e of skirmishers but we were not able to find an enemy. The village 
was occupied a© barracks snd storehouses for the C.S.A. army eo we burnt most of 
i t , not having time to carry off the spoils. It seemed a shame to burn such a 
pretty place but I think i t was right. 

We returned immediately, taking a look at Menton on our way back and 
returned to the "Shrapnel" on the 21st. where I m now. fe are lying about a 
mile from shore in Croatan Sound and as we have had bad weather for some days, 
there has been but l i t t l e intercourse with, the rest of the regt. Bailey of the 
27th Mass. has been to see me again. He and Dennison seem to have taken a fancy 
to me. The only man we lost at Hoanoke w-ss one of our Company. He was not badly 
wounded but he was imprudent and aggravated i t t i l l he died, f e expect to start 
soon for somewhere and Col. H. says that we wi l l go to Old Point after the next 
fight. Weren't you glad to hear of our behavior at Roanoke? It makes tae feel 
good as I can now be believed when I talk of the 9th as the crack I.T. Begt. 
They have had the rough part of a soldier's l i f e at Hat teres and now they show 
that they can sustain their reputation as a good fighting l e g * , fe are to have 
Boanoke on our colors. 

How I want to hear from you but the mails are l i k e angels v i s i t s but we 
look for better times, from a l l w© hear I think that the rebellion i s about 
crushed. They don't fight with the true gr i t , to use a common phrase, their soul 
i s not i n i t and when the bayonets are coming they run. Write soon. 



Gasp Reno. Ho ana ice I aland, 1.0. 
March 8th, 1862. 

for the f i r s t time sine© our disembarkation on this Island, I have a place 
and time to write to you more f u l l y than I could on board the "Shrapnel" where our 
Quarters were confined and the interruptions were constant. Tour two letters of 
the 11th and 23rd of February came to hand on the 4th, much after the proper time, 
but our mails have been very irregular since Hew Year's and not one half have 
arrived. By some chance, fortunately, yours reached me i n safety though a l l the 
rest except one from John Mitchell miscarried. 

fe have been lying in the Sound on board our boats ever since the fight 
while most of the other troops have been ashore in camp and we were much rejoiced 
to hear that the expedition was going on somewhere else but you can judge of our 
feelings when the order came for us to remain with the 89th K.Y. and the 6th H.H. 
to garrison the island, fe f e l t that i t was a poor return for our services and 
that we had the right to be employed in active service after our long stay at 
Hatteras, but Col. IT. i s senior Colonel and that was made the excuse, though he 
fought hard against it and begged at least i f he was forced to stay that his 
Hegt. might go - but there i s a strong jealousy ©gainst us, especially in lens's 
brigade and i t was of no use, »o we landed on the 6th and are now occupying some 
of the secesh barracks at the upper end of the island. Col. Hawkins i s acting 
Brigadier and has chosen me as his aide, so that I an at present detached from K. 
which i s ordered to a point some S miles below that commands the eastern channel, 
as there are some hopes of .an attempt to retake the place on the part of Gen'l 
Bragg who has come to lorfolk from Pensaeola with his brigade. If they come here 
they w i l l probably have a hot time of i t . The island i s one of the best places 
we have yet seen- there are several good farms bat there i s considerable swamp. 
The natives are of about the same glass as the Hatt eras bankers, some of them 
perhaps a l i t t l e c i v i l i s e d by % h f peopl© who used to resort to fag* lead just 
opposite, which was a rather fa^tfflRable watering place for this part of 8.0. 

I did not intend to have m>< let t e r to you read by outsiders there were 
some things in i t that sounded too much l i k e bragging, i f I recoilect right, and 
that I would t e l l to no one but you though they are known here. I bop® you didn't 
copy them. I wrote to Harriet Landreth two weeks ago and w i l l write to Uncle J. 
when there i s an opportunity, fe are not notified when a mail i s going out so I 
trust my l e t t e r s t© the tender mercies of the adjutant's mail bag and hope they 
wi l l go quick. You must not be .to©.much disappointed at the irregularity of my 
let t e r s , fe are not settled enough to give me a chance to writ© often. 

Lieut. Col. DeMonteil spent the night before the fight with us on the 
"Shrapnel" and I took quite a fancy to him. He knew Cavarny, my old teacher, 
and we talked t i l l quite l a t e . As I passed him in the charge next day, he was 
cheering aur men on, standing on a log, a prominent mark for the enemy, and 
shouting

 M
Sn Avant, 2ou Zous.

M
 Not a minute afterwards he f e l l with a bullet 

through Ms head. 

Sunday, Mch. 9/62. Benaison has just been up to see me - he staid about 
an hour, saw a review end inspection of the Regt. and was some surprised at the 
style our battery was conspicuous and called forth much admiration from the army 
officers who were there. D. seems to be a good sort of fellow and I rather l i k e 
him. He says the expedition is under orders to start at daybreak tomorrow -
probably for Hewbera, though we don't know for certain. 

When have you heard from Eliza? She has not written me for three months. 

She surely i s not so foolish as to be provoked at my correspondence with the D's -

i t i s not l i k e her. Geo. Belevoise, 2nd Lieut, of Co. A. who was wounded in the 



side and went home, i s son of Mrs. Cornell of 7th Avenue, so that S. w i l l hear 
from me that way. I tent some messages but had no opportunity to write. Does 
Aunt Susan write as i f there was any show for every paying for the farm or i s i t 
a l l they can do i t make the interest? Srain mast bring good prices now and those 
who stay at home to farm ought to make money but i t wouldn't suit me. I wouldn't 
change my present mode of l i f e , rough and f u l l of dangers as i t i s , for a quiet 
l i f e at home, at least just at present when a l l hands are wanted to wind up this 
thing. Morris ought to came out, h® w i l l he sorry he didn't after the war i s over. 
I wouldn't exchange the honor of having belonged to the 9th for a good deal. 

I am writing in Oapt. Parisen's quarters, ©ur own mot being f i t t e d up 
much as we move so soon. Our bays are amusing themselves by r o l l i n g cannon balls 
for tenpins in the company street. The weather i s superb., warm and sunny as June 
and the pine woods around contribute to make us forget that at the north you 
probably are wearing the thick winter clothing yet. We have had shad for two 
weeks past but I don't think they are as good as we used to have at B r i s t o l . 
What I want most i s stamps, please send m $1. worth. I enclose $5, and have 
about $100. to send as. soon as the express i s ready to take i t . there w i l l 
probably be $160, more next payday i f my new uniform don't cast too much, fe 
are obliged t® get i t altho I prefer the 9,8. regulation that I now wear. 

Remember me to Miss L. and to Mrs. B, A l l chances for furlough seam 
to be extinct at present. O p t . Be met t goes home soon on recruiting service 
and I hear that K. i s to be recruited up to 125 men. But i t i s time to close 
as the mail I hear i s t© ©lose t h i s afternoon. 

Camp Reno. Boanoke Island, B.C. 
Sunday, Meh 17, 1862. 

Yesterday w© had the f i r s t large mail that has reached, us since the 
Expedition started. It brought me yours of the 3rd and ©la© one from fflisa, 
which was commenced i n January. I have written several times since the battle 
of Boanoke and hope that before this my letters have reached you.. The medals 
are a humbug, we think ©f refusing them. I.I. City has sent us a flag which we 
received today bat don't want i t . Oar ©Id red regimental color that i s faded, 
torn snd weatherbeaten, is worth a dozen new ones. 

Ceo. Dunning*s marriage don't surprise me much - he i s to© great a 
catch to remain single long, that kind of person i s Mrs. W.T HEXX. • 1 told 
0-eorge Murray about Mathilda and Mr. J . - he i s quite well and wishes to be 
remembered. Geo. i s a sergeant of Co. B. and a good soldier. 

What a nuisance that "Merrimac" has made of herself. It ought to make 
these old naval fogies think about taking l o r f c l k . The last time I saw the old 
"Cumberland" she was lying off Hatteras protecting us. We rather expect secesh 
down this way soon, our battery goes down the island tomorrow morning and I am 
relieved from aid duty to go with I t . If I can get a furlough at a l l i t w i l l b© 
in about two weeks. Six of our officers go home tomorrow, 13 of them are promoted 
from Sergts. I send this to Baltimore by l i t . Donaldson, as the quickest and 
surest way to have it reach you. Hawkins may change his mind about l e t t i n g any 
more go, so I don't think much of i t . 

.Eliza, don't seem to write in good s p i r i t s , though she wrote a 12 page 

l e t t e r . I was sorry to hear that Josie had been delicate a l l winter. She says 

they miss me much snd says "how blessings brighten, etc." She seems to 

be much taken up with church a f f a i r s as they have been having a revival going on 



at 7th.. Ave. for a long time. I -want to go Horth now more than ever before since 
leaving i t . In fact I was positively touched with homesickness for the f i r s t time. 
What between not being very well, disgust at being "! eft to garrison Koanoke, and 
anxiety to see to some of my private business north and chief of a l l a longing to see 
Ma again, I f e l t miserable enough, but with a chance to see service a •rain, as we are 
going to put one of our r i f l e d 13 Pdrs. on a sailboat and cruise a l i t t l e on our own 
hook and a distant prospect of a short furlough, I feel some restored. 

lemember me kindly to a l l friends and excuse a short l e t t e r as I wi l l write 
soon again. 

Camp Reno, Mch. 29th, 1362. 

Tour l e t t e r s of the 10th and 17th arrived yesterday, f© have to wait longer 
than ever now as a l l our mails go to Newborn before being sent here, which delays 
them an indefinite time as they do not think i t worth while to send up a str. just 
ts carry the mail, I have been relieved from aid duty because Capt. Whiting's 
orders were changed and he only has half the comparer down the island while I remain 
at Gamp Reno in command of three guns and the other half. As an a r t i l l e r y officer 
I have no guard duty to do and have consequently an easy time. I am l i v i n g with 
Dr. fhite in a comfortable barrack, the best house in camp about IS x SO, and a 
fine fireplace where we keep a $©oi log f i r © going. Our mess consists of Drs. 
f h i t t , Hussggihrays, Meat. Lyon, 4th. Hbol© lalaai. ©riaaao© o f f i c e r of the post and 
myself. We have rockfish and sweet potatoes i n abundance but have to depend on 
preserved meats as we have had no fresh meat since our landing. 

Some 100 contrabands have come in and I have a very good boy for servant, 
he rides some 0 miles every morning and brings us in fresh milk, a luxury that you 
must be a soldier to appreciate. He belonged to a Dr. Liadeey of lashiagtoa, B.C.. 
who has a farm down her© and ran away some weeks age, Lieut. Lyon i s a real Tank©© 
from lewport, H.I, He i s master of half a dosen trades and well informed on most 
subjects, especially on chemistry and makes a very pleasant companion, Humphreys 
has taken a great fancy to him and h© i s very particular who he messes with. I don't 
get up t i l l 7| A.M., get breakfast, light a cheroot and go out to look at guard 
mount lag whleh i t i s fart of a soldier's bomndea duty to go to see. At 10 w© 
have a company d r i l l which I sometimes superintend and as often don't; at 1 comes 
battalion d r i l l when I take the battery to the regimental d r i l l ground about half a 
mile off and we d r i l l for an hour or two. Afterwards comet dinner sad tress parade 
at 5 P.M. when we do ourselves proud. We had almost a l l the offioers of the H.H. 
6th up the other day and they went back with the expressed convictioa that nothing 
could beat the style ©f the Zou'a. 

I have nothing more to do except supper or a game of ball and spend the 
evening round our f i r e with the Drs. chatting on a l l subjects t i l l about 10 or 12 
and then w© r e t i r e . Altogether it is as comfortable a place as w© could well be i n , 
except as to mail f a c i l i t i e s in which i t i s wore© than- Hatt eras, only w© ought to 
have been at Hewbera. We know we did our duty here and Oen'l Burnside, Parks and 
Poster have said so but Heno and his brigade hate us, at least as far as the 9th 
H.J. and the 51st H.Y. are concerned. They spread a l l kinds of l i e s about concerning 
us and trying to injure our reputation while as a regt. there i s , I can safely say, 
ao Other in th© H.S. service superior to us in discipline and knowledge of our duties. 
Of eeurs© we have some scamp© but I think that at the present time th© greater portion 
are i n the guard house and the worst cases securely anchored to 68 l b . shot that 
rather cools their fiery s p i r i t s . Our company,(K) was formerly the scapegoat of the 
regt. but since Capt. f h i t i a g has been in command, i t s conduct has been second to none. 
We have not had a man i n the guardhouse for months. As to the f i a t on a f f a i r , no regt. 



could have disembarked i n better order. Our orders were to burn certain houses 
which was don© by men selected for the purpose and a l l the rest remained in the 
ranks. The stories of our pillaging, etc. are false. I writ© these things to 
you as I know you take almost as arach interest in our good name as I do myself. 
It i s almost a passion with me, believing i n the 9th as I do. Col. Betts resigna­
tion was caused by his being obliged to lose a lucrative situation in the Supreme 
Court i f he staid our any longer. He i s a great loss but i t wi l l not affect the 
regt. as much as i t would some six months ago. 

Camp Eeno, Boanoke Island, B.C. 
April 7th, 1862. 

The mail today brought me your two letters of the 23rd and 28th of 
March. It i s getting to be such a habit to receive two from you by each mail 
that I should hardly be content with one. The boat went back to Bewbera before 
I had time to read, let alone answer, %hm so that I am obliged unwillingly to 
let a mail s l i p without sending a l i n e to you, but we expect another boat to go 
in two days and I write this to be sure to be In time. 

Wil l i e Scott's death must have been a great blow to his mother, there 
w i l l she go? Creeley has made a fool of himself about McClellan. He i s l i k e 
Mr..Perkins and a lot more who think they know more about conducting a war than 
a soldier and are disgusted and growl because a General don't do isrpossibilities. 
We are in the worst place for news that you can Imagine. Somebody steals our 
papers and a l l we can get are rumors. If they are to be believed, we are doing 
splendidly. Bo. 10 taken, the Merrimac sunk, McClellaa at Ft. Monroe with 100,000 
men and Yorktown in our hands * a l l good news but nothing known. 

I am glad to be able to answer your questions so well. 1st. Boanoke i s 
healthy i f our sick l i s t i s to be believed, fe have not lost a man from disease 
since our a r r i v a l . Our camp i s on the highest part of the island and i s as healthy 
a spot as there i s here. I don't speak freheb - parceaue - there's nobody to talk 
to. I weigh almost to a pound what I did when we l e f t I.Y., eat l i k e an anaconda 
or other similar vegetable you choose to think of, have shaved the whiskers that 
have hung round ay face i n bushy luxuriance hitherto and wear the mustache and 
goatee as formerly, look I presume quite natural only sunburnt - at least I judge 
so as no one ever compliments me on being hanSafcaej have good milk morning, noon 
and night, 'which my darkey purveys before breakfast somewhere down the island, and 
other good things not in proportion as grub i s rathsr scarce except f i s h and eggs. 

Don't think, under any circumstances of v i s i t i n g this place. If you could 
see Hags Head you would not think much of i t as even a temporary abiding place. It 
i s a collection of f i s h huts and the blackened ruins of the hotel end the larger 
buildings that once made a l l i t s glory. As to my furlough, i t must wait t i l l Col. 
H« i s in the humor. He i s acting Brigadier Gea'l. and I am only a 1st. Lt. As to 
our hospital, Br. Humphreys would feel insulted i f you doubted the a b i l i t y of Ms 
nurses to attend properly to the sick. I have stamps enough for the present but 
you might send a few more - they are handy to have in the house. I think I told you 
that the remains of Sir Walter Baleigh's star fort are yet to be seen - you can trace 
the outline of the parapet very plainly. Bo not feel discouraged because I don't 
come home - i t isn't best or advisable or I'd come. Perhaps you would feel better 
in Germantown, better try l t anyhow. They want to see you and you want a change from 
Annapolis and hospitals. Two of our companies and four of the 6th I.E. have gone 
up the Sound somewhere. I came near going but being alone with my detachment, couldn't 



Remember me to Miss L. and the rest, f e l l them that my luck seems to 
run against furloughs. I am s i t t i n g in White's quarters at about midnight or 
after, as near as I ©an guess. White is off to Hewbern for a few days and I 
rule in his stead over the shanty. It Is a ©old, rainy night hut I am as 
©omfortable as a hug with a j o l l y fiir© ©f oak and pine logs i n the fireplace. 
Write often, your letters always come though the mails are so irregular. I 
heard from Geo. Swain the other day - he seems to he i n low s p i r i t s about 
having nothing to do. He says Mr. King, Sr. i s sick and has been for sometime. 
Dick and Gushing are settling up at 42 Pine Street - poor business I suspect. 
Humphreys says he don't know Mrs. Maroy. What was her maiden name? He has 
myriads of cousins and don't know the half of them. Don't t e l l her though. 

If I did get a furlough, Annapolis would be an inconvenient place to go 
to and time i s precious when a fellow has so l i t t l e es he generally has on a 
leave of absence and at Germantown I could go right to you without delay. Write 
me soon. 

Gamp Reno, April 15th, 1862. 

the last mail fro® th© north did not "bring me a l i n e from anybody, much 
to my disgust, fe have nothing to write about her© as everything goes on smoothly. 
Burnside came up on Sunday and we gave him a review. The boys looked gay i n their 
fancy uniform which i s rich but not flashy l i k e that, of the late S ' % l a © u i l Zouaves. 
Our regimental health i s good, none badly sick. We start tonight on an expedition 
somewhere into I.C, Our whole regt. the 83th I.Y., 6th l.H. and two more from 
Newborn. I think Burnside w i l l be in command. Our battery goes along under the 
direction of Cel. Howard of th© Marine A r t i l l e r y and I writ© you so that you wi l l 
get this at the usual time i f a mail goes befof© we return. White has been to 
Hewbern and reports s great deal of sickness there - typhoid fever, etc. It i s 
much healthier on Roanoke. Capt. Harnett has gone to H.Y. on recruiting service. 
It is not my luck t© get away ~ I w i l l probably serve my time out. Write to me 
soon. In haste. 

P.S. A p r i l 17th. lot off yet but expest to go before long. Dr. White goes 
to l.Y. with the sick that are able to go and w i l l take this note. I am well and 
wish I could go north but with the prospect of a battle before us, of cours© i t i s 
out of th© question. I direct to Germaatowa as your l e t t e r came today saying you 
were going there. Am glad you are well and feel good about the Corinth f i g h t . 
I write every mail and don't know why mine don't reach you. Love to a l l . 

Camp Seno, Roanoke Island 
April 21st. 1862. 

I write in haste that i f possible this may reach you before the published 
accounts of our battle, fe started l a steamboats on Good Friday, five regiments 
of us, and sailed up th© Pasquotank to a point three miles below Elizabeth City, 
landed at 12 P.M. and started at 3 A.M., marched 25 miles, met the enemy (the 3rd 
Georgia and a l o t more) and whipped them by a charge, i f you can so c a l l i t , of 
men who were worn out by a loag forced march as ours were. We lost some 70 killed, 
and wounded. Our Adjutant, Gadsden, was k i l l e d . Capts. Graham and Hammill and 
Lleuts. lliagssehr, Bartholomew and Col. Hawkins wounded. Lieuts. Morris and 
Herbert had two of our battery guns along and I an happy t© state, did much to 
gala the day. W© k i l l e d a large number of the enemy gad silenced two of their guns. 
We fought for sometime under a heavy f i r e of grape and canister that raked the road 
we were in completely. With my usual luck I ©am© near a wound but didn't get i t . 



I was sighting ray gun snd a canister shot struck on my canteen that had swung 
in front of me and sashed i t in, fortunately not hurting me. fe bivouacked on 
the f i e l d pnd at 10 P.M. received orders to march back again which we did, 
through clayey roads wet by the rain into mud almost impassable, to the boats 
about 15 miles off. We reached there about 5 A.M., having marched 40 miles and 
fought a battle inside of 26 hours - pretty good for a set of N.Y. boys - and 
didn't we sleep, whew.' Having had no rest for two nights, we were as near played 
out as could be. Poor B i l l y Gavanaugh was k i l l e d , shot through the heart. He 
lived about half an hour. I was sent for to see him on the f i e l d but could only 
stay a minute. Be gave me some messages and said - "Dleki Te l l them I died doing 
my duty.'' He was a brave boy and it made me sad having known him so long and he 
only joined the regt. to be with me. Our Adjutant Gadsden haft only been with us 
a few weeks end this was his f i r s t fight. Be had made himself much liked i n the 
regt. slready and we feel his loss much, at the f i r s t o f f i c e r who has falen in the 
f i e l d . 

I hope this will reach you a l l right and write to me soon. Of course 
these wounded officers going home stop my chance for a furlough yet awhile. 

P.S. I w i l l ^ r i t e again soon - the mail i s going right away and I want 
you to get t h i s . 

Gamp Bene, Boanoke Island, 
May 1st. 1862, 

My last letter was a short one, written just after the South Mills 
a f f a i r and this i s the f i r s t chance we have had of sending any letters since that 
time. The mail that same today brought no l e t t e r for me but as i t was a small 
mail and another w i l l be coming i n a few days* t hap© f o r better luck next time. 
As no true reuort of our fight w i l l reach you, I w i l l give a. short account of 
i t . 

We were ordered four days before starting to be ready at an hour's 
notice to leave on an expedition involving & long march and a fight. Of course 
a l l the natives heard of i t and gent the news straight to secesh. Good Priday 
we started on steamboats, the 89th B.T., the 6th I.H. and ours from here and the 
51 st. Penna and 21st lass, from Bewbera * a l l under command of fen'l Beno. fe 
took tw© howltsars and the gunboat Virginia seat two m@re. We landed about 
midnight three miles below Slisaheth Oity and our brigade started at 4 ©'clock 
on the march;through the treachery of a guide we marched 25 miles Instead of 12 
as we should have done, and found the other brigade lying off while our tw© guns 
under command of Lt. Herbert, our 2nd. Lieut engaging the enemy at long range. 
I waa immediately sent to take charge of our guns snd went right to work. Mean­
while our regt. was led out into the open f i e l d in front of the enemy'g position 
which was on the edge of a wood and was ordered to charge while s t i l l some 600 
yds. ©ff and suffering from the enemy's guns. The men were worn out by the rapid 
march under a hot sua but went i n . We lost some 60 k i l l e d and wounded in 10 
minutes and they were then inclined to the right t© take the rebels i n flank, 
which ought to have been done in the f i r s t place* The enemy construed t h i s into 
a repulse end returned to their guns, from which they had retired, but meanwhile 
I had run my 12 pdr. up to 400 fcds. distance and opened with shrapnel with such 
good effect that after a few rounds of grape, which didn't do much harm, they 
l e f t incontinently as soon as our men began t© show on their flank. A l l this 
time the other regts. had done nothing, though tw© ©f them were fresh to what w© 
were and after the enemy had retreated, the 6th B.H. fi r e d a volley into the woods 



and thought they did a large thing. We slept on the f i e l d i n the rain of course, 
it always rains on our expeditions, hut at 10 o'clock a l l hands were waked up and 
formed in l i n e of battle. We supposed we were going to look up another fight or 
destroy the canal and tired as they were, every man was at his post. Instead of 
that we were marched back to our boats over a clay road, wet and muddy. We reached 
the river bank early i n the morning after having marched 40 miles and fought a 
battle inside of 26 hours, Raining as i t was I l a i d down on the bank and slept for 
two hours, almost "played out", to use a common expression. 

The whole thing was fearfully mismanaged. W© might have captured almost 
a l l the rebels and their guns and accomplished a l l we were sent to do. Instead of 
that, the a f f a i r was resolved into a duel between our Hegt. and the 3rd Georgia, 
the crack southern regt. and one that has repeatedly sent us challenges. They were 
fresh and under cover, we tired and in the open f i e l d under a l l the f i r e they could 
give us, and we whipped them but our loss was severe. We took but 750 men into 
the f i e l d end lost 10 k i l l e d and 58 wounded. Col. Hawkins was hit in the arm and 
the Adjt. k i l l e d . B i l l y Oavanaugh was k i l l e d and a l l those who f e l l were brave 
boys. In return, our Chaplain counted 30 af their dead i n one l o t , k i l l e d by our 
battery and they acknowledged th© loss of the Capt. and 1st. Lieut, of their battery. 
I sighted my guns myself and It was pretty work while th© grape shot was flying 
around us l i k e a young hailstorm. One struck my canteen, which had swung to the front 
while sighting my piece, but the canteen being f u l l i t didn't go through. I have the 
bullet or rather grape shot, one of my boys picked it up and I keep i t to show you 
when I go home, whenever that happy time cornea, but our wounded officers must have 
furloughs and that of course knocks mine in the head. 

Col. Haward of the Marine A r t i l l e r y , who was i n command of a l l our guns, 
did me the proud thing by a special mention in his report to Gen. Burnside. (Don't 
mention these things to anyone. I don't l i k e to hear what I write for mother'© 
own ear, talked about - i t seems l i k e bragging, as there i s no one els©.whose 
opinion I care enough about to t e l l these l i t t l e things-) I've been in two fights 
now and am not i n a hurry to see a third though I am ready when ordered. The f i r © 
we were under was twice as heavy as Htanok© and our men behaved gallantly but i t was 
sickening to see our brave boys f a l l i n g so uselessly. I could have shot Reno or 
Hawkins that day with a good w i l l and in any other service but ours the former would 
be cashiered for his mest culpable mismanagement. I think they w i l l shift th© blame-
on other shoulders but I know and wil l always consider th© boys who f e l l at jfeuth 
Mills murdered and nothing else. It i s enough to make a man resign and were my lave 
for the service or my regt. less, I would do so. ' I have pretty thoroughly used a 
sailor's privilege of growling but feel more than I write - these things can't be 
talked about much. 

I am writing at about 1 o'clock A.M. in the guard tent, being o f f i c e r of 
the guard and it i s raining l i k e fury as i t does here about a third of the time, so 
i f my "chirog" i s a l i t t l e worse than usual, consider the circumstances. Why don't 
Eliza write me. I answered her l e t t e r long ago. Had© Sam don't do his duty by us, 
his faithful servants. The complaints of hie mail are neither few or far between. 
It Is abo&t an even chanee whether half our letters reach us or net. Give my love 
to a l l the folks and write me soon again. I have had one l e t t e r since you reached 
Germantown. 

The f i r s t year of our enlistment i s up next Sunday. I hop® the war wi l l 
be pretty well ended in the next 12 months. We have had no news from the north less 
than two weeks old and don't know what McGlellan.is doing or whether Grant i s 
hammering the Corinthians or not. I have a seceah officer's sword captured at 
Roanoke and a l i t t l e hunting r i f l e , a tinton trophy. One of them I calculate to 
give to Uncle John and the other to Mr. L. H, Scott, i f I get home a l l right and 



maybe by that time I ' l l have some more. A sergeant and eight men are going to 
I.T. by the boat tomorrow morning as an escort to Adjt. Gadsden's body. I was i n 
hopes that an officer would go in charge, in which case I had a good chance, bat 
Col. H. got mad about something and wouldn't send any of us and as he wears an 
eagle on his shoulder strap and I only a bar, there i s nothing to be said. 

Are any of the Yezins out? They have enough boys to furnish one or two out 
of the family to fight a l i t t l e for; the f l a g . Write me a l l the news. 

Camp Reno, Roanoke Island, 
May 8th, 1862. 

Yours of April 31st. came by the last mail and as a mall leaves tomorrow 
morning I w i l l answer i t now though the next boat that goes to Hatteras w i l l probably 
take a l e t t e r quicker than this which has to go to Newbern. I am glad you are having 
a pleasant v i s i t to Germantown i n spite of the absence of hospitals, though there i s 
really something attractive i n them after you have been a few times through and be­
come interested i n some cases. I f the men i n the Annapolis hospitals were as cheerful 
as ours are they wouldn't be sick so long. Humphreys says he never saw a set of men 
that were more j o l l y while suffering from sickness or wounds than these "lambs of the 
9th". It would have done you good to have heard the party of wounded that went heme 
by the last steamer when they went off - nothing but jokes and fun. Almost every one 
had his bullet to show, but i t was on the f i e l d that they showed the true manliness, 
lot one but many of those wis w#r* only hit i n the arm or hand would t e l l the Br. when 
he came to them - "lever mind me, go to that man over there. He i s hit worse than I 
am" - snd never grumbled because their turn did not come quick. 

We have a report from Norfolk that the Merrimac & Co. went out the other 
night into Hampton loads and the Jamestown and Yorktewn were gobbled by our fleet 
and that the Merrimac hadn't come back, I hope i t i s true but want some details. 
Also the capture of Hew Orleans. It seems probable but in the lack of position 
information, we hesitate at believing anything. If Borfolk f a l l s , we won't stay 
on Boanoke long, that is a pretty sure thing, as 500 men would garrison i t s u f f i ­
ciently. McClellan is the man now. If the rebels are well whipped at Yorktown or 
Corlnthia, the game i s up, 

What was the caution about my spending ray money for i n your letter? fas i t 
caused by any prospect of want in particular? If there i s anything of the kind - i f 
you have lost any money, do write me. I will have at least $300. to send home next 
payday which ought to be soon as our muster r o l l s have already gone to Fort Monroe, 
i f the express ever comes here to get i t . If net, I wi l l send a draft on l.Y, which 
you can easily get cashed. Spend every cent that I send i f you want anything. I 
can earn more when I get home at something or other though I would l i k e much a 
position in the regular service, i.e. i n the A r t i l l e r y . 

I am at present acting on a general Court Martial now s i t t i n g at Headquarters, 
which relieves me from a l l other duty for sometime as we have a number of cases to 
try - some pretty serious. I went to see C«pt. Whiting at his l i t t l e camp down the 
island last Friday and stayed t i l l Monday, had a good day's snipe shooting on the 
lags Bead beach besides a pleasant cruise in our gunboat. It i s really cold tonight, 
a big f i r e i n our fireplace i s necessary for comfort -rather singular for May i n this 
latitude. The woods are f u l l of flowers, however, the laur e l , dogwood and a number 
that I don't know the names of, make a ride down the island a very pleasant one. 
We have about 500 contrabands now, 160 dame over the other day in a bunch. If the 
stream keeps up much longer this part of B.C. w i l l be pretty well depopulated of the 
colored gentry. What w i l l we do with them after the war i s overt 



Give ay l o v e to a l l . I t seams l i k e a huge task f o r m@ to attempt to 
write to anyone e l s e "but you and in consequence I seldom do i t , careless as 
usual of what my correspondents think. Military matters are always uppermost 
In my thoughts and i t must bore anyone to read my letters so they don't lose 
much. Conway has redeemed M s character in a great measure by h i s conduct at 
South Mills and xx since. He used t o be a good deal of a humbug. 

P.I, I hate fancy envelopes but they are a l l I can procure. Sec. 
Murray inquires after you often. If you have any news of Mr. J . always write 
it to me. 

Camp Reno, loanoke Island, 
May 16th, 1862. 

Tour l e t t e r of May 4th came tonight. I t i s strange that none o f my 
letters written since the South M i l l s a f f a i r have reached you but I m glad 
that you saw our boys In Phila. Co. i . i s a good Company for anyone to ask 
about me - they a l l liked m# - but you must not take a l l they say for gold. 
Zouaves are as bad as Irish f o r blarney. 

I didn't t e l l you anything about that Captaincy business, i t was 
unpleasant and I didn't want i t known out of the Regt. A Captain's 
commission came for me the other day from Albany, duly signed by Morgan and 
a l l in good order, although Hawkins had sent on another name to f i l l the 
vacancy. Of course it, looked l i k e out side wire-pulling on my part, though 
I w i l l do my brother officers the justice to say that they did not suspect 
me of having had anything to do with i t . Of course I sent i t back to Morgan 
with a short note saying that I could not aacept any appointment unless i t 
same i n the regular way through a recommend from our Col. Morgan has had 
his fingers in our regimental pi® several times and always got them scorched. 
He w i l l learn after a while that we can attend to our own business better 
without outside help. I think i t must have been done through Judge Bronson's 
Influence. I have no other friends in ! . ¥ . at a l l l i k e l y to do anything of 
that kind. 

Since the f a l l of Borfolk. w« are daily expecting orders to leave 
this island as i t i s no longer a post of importance. Where we go i s not 
known. If there is no prospect of our being called into action soon I w i l l 
try to go north in a week or so and w i l l probably succeed, but don't expect 
me too much. I am such an uncertain individual - i f you are content at 
Cermantown you had better stay either there or at Bristol for a while yet. 
that is Morris doing at Old Feint? I wish they would taks the opportunity 
to come down here. 

The 5th of next June w i l l te the anniversary of our embarkation at 
lew York for lewport lews. The time has passed tcler&bly fast in spite of 
Ratteras and I have picked up considerable knowledge of soldiering in that 
time and been under heavy f i r e twice, not often to b© sure but better than i f 
I had become a home guard and stayed north. There i s nothing to write about 
this time - the woods on the island are a l l clothed in their new dress of 
green, the fresh light shade of which looks refreshing against the sombre 
background of the pines. Give my love to a l l the family and write as often 
as you can. If the mall don't go for some days, I w i l l write again but as we 
generally have not more than half an hour's notice, i t don't do to wait. It i s 
after midnight and I wish I was spending the evening north of the Mason & Dixon 
line instead of in Roanoke. 



Carap Reno, Roanoke Island. 
May 24th, 1862. 

The last three malls although they came pretty near together, brought me each 
a letter from you, much to my satisfaction, but we lead such a quiet l i f e here on 
Roanoke that i t is hard to find material for a l e t t e r . The arrival of the paymaster 
has been a welcome break i n the monotony as funds were growing low, I find that I 
wi l l have f u l l $300. clear this time. Sol. Hawkins the other day, when I told him 
of my desire to go home, said I could go as soon as some of the absent officers 
should return, when that w i l l be however i s uncertain - probably in the course of a 
month. I have put things i n training for a commission i n the regular A r t i l l e r y and 
don't despair of success. A recommend from Burnside would carry some weight with i t . 

We had green peas yesterday for dinner but through the stupidity of our H.C. 
cook, who cooked them shells and a l l , they proved to be uneatable. An order has 
come for the mail to go - Love to a l l . I w i l l write again tomorrow. 

Old feint Comfort, 
May 30th, 1862. 

Don't be surprised to hear from me here. Cel. Hawkins selected Capt. Whiting 
and myself and 20 of our men to escort him to Horfolk v i a Currituck Sound and a canal, 
the f i r s t t r i p through, fe have a fine side-wheel boat, the "Port Hoysi

M
 with two 

of our howitzers on board, fe l e f t Roanoke at 4 A.M. yesterday, starting from Camp 
Reno at 2 A.M. of course up a l l si#t} ran threap the Sound and up forth River with 
no other mishap than running aground two or three times. The river scenery was much 
l i k e that of the H&ekeaaaek that we cross before reaching Jersey City, a low marsh 
on each side. About 80 miles from Roanoke we took the canal that runs through a 
dense cypress swamp for i f miles, the f i r s t cypress swamp we have seen. It was a 
grand t r i p through the lof t y cypress avenue and realized f u l l y the description I 
have read of said swamps, fe struck the Elisabeth River about IS miles from Horfolk, 
which place we reached without further Incident at about $ $«M. We went with Col. 
H. to see Gen'l Tiele and after a good .supper slept at the Atlantic, the f i r s t time 
I have slept between sheets for a year - i t f e l t good. 

This morning we started for f t . Monroe, saw the remains of the Havy Yard 
and shipping - the large p i l e of coal i s s t i l l burning - saw the battery on Craaey 
Island and Sewall's Pt. and reached the Port at about 6 A.M. Capt. f . and I ana 
v i s i t i n g old acquaintances at the Fort and enjoying ourselves with the good l i v i n g 
of the Hygeia u n t i l 4 o'clock when we start for home, i.e. for Roanoke. Something 
of a compliment, wasn't i t , to select us for this duty. It makes a l l the rest open 
their eyes. 

I received your l e t t e r of the 18th. Am glad you are well and enjoying 
yourself. Col. H. told me yesterday that Capt. 0hild and myself are going to H.Y. 
recruiting soon when some of the sick officers return. We w i l l probably be in l.Y. 
a month at least and as there are two of us we will have half of i t leisure time. 
Write to me soon - Love to a l l . 

P,S. I would have written that we were coming but we only got the order 
to leave at 8 P.M. and we started the same night at 2 A.M. with three day's rations 
cooked and two howitzers - quick work, wasn't it? 



Csmp Reno, loaaoke Zsiand, 
June 7th, 1862. 

Once more I have an opportunity of writing to you v i a Korfeik as Capt* 
Whiting starts tomorrow morning at 2 08clock for the t r i p . Lieut. Herbert goes 
this time as I went l a s t . Oea. Burnside i s going through on th© boat with them 
so they will have a pleasant t r i p . Tours of the 26th of May arrived a l l right 
and as another mail has cose in I hop© to see your writing again before I send 
this, f© have just heard of the capture of Hlchmond and th© general favorable 
aspect of things north and am proportionally elated thereat and begin t© think 
that our fighting i s over. That move of Banks appears to have been either a very 
cute plan to trap Jackson or els© a bad business was very s k i l l f u l l y mad© th© best 
of. fe are l i v i n g along in the regular dull camp l i f e . The boys have had a 
theatre going for some weeks past and do very well indeed considering th© many 
disadvantages they labor under, fe have a baseball elmb composed of the officers 
and manage to keep a l i t t l e l i f e l a us that way. I am going home sometime but 
I don't know when. Col. 3. i s absent on an expedition and gives me no satisfaction 
as to the time of my departure, 

I P.M. The mall has been distributed and no l e t t e r from Mother. I hope 
for one by next mail at least as the mails are so far apart and you may have been 
at Bristol when my last letter arrived. Hemember me to a l l my friends as usual. 
The more I think or writ© about home th© bluer I get. It i s the f i r s t time that 
these feelings have got hold of me since I have been out and i f Col. Bush don't 
come to terms sooa, I w i l l go anyhow. Br. Humphreys w i l l give me a sick c e r t i f i c a t e 
any time I ask him as I have been bothered with neuralgia for two months most a l l 
the time, arising from my- teeth and we have no dentist here or anyone that i s 
posted, so I had to grin and bear i t . 

Write to me soon again and do not be disappointed at my short l e t t e r s as 
there is nothing to write about and I can't compose a l e t t e r out of nothing. 

P.S. I w i l l bring some Hoeaoke flowers on with me - I had no time to get 
any to put in this l e t t e r . 

Camp Reno, June 11th, 1862. 

I received yours of the 2nd today enclosing Mrs. BuBois' cards and I em 
glad Mary i s married. Is i t what folks c a l l "a good match'

1
? The Louisiana i s not 

here now nor l i k e l y to be her© - she was at the Roaaoke fight and also accompanied 
us. to flntoa. Murray i s not particularly liked in the navy - at least saoag those 
that I know and from a l l accounts i s not l i k e l y to be in the hottest f i r e . Will 
look for young Mcllvain i f I come across the boat. Am sorry Mr. King i s s t i l l sick 
and hope he w i l l recover. Tea see the irregularity of our mails by my l e t t e r of the 
18th of May arriving oa the same day as the oae writ tea oa th© 30 th. We have no 
regular mail and I write this hoping t© send i t by tomorrow. 

Capt. Whiting and L t . Herbert returned last night from Morfolk but went 
back immediately to bring Burnside who had gone on to Washington. I expect them 
tomorrow end thea i f Rush C. don't change his mind, the next t r i p carries your son 
northward on his way to H.Y. but l a wartime everything i s "unsartln" and I doa't 
feel particularly jubilant• Col. H. i s at present off at Plymouth with Company!

1
. 

He i s raising a, regiment of loyal 1. Carolinians, a kind of business that suits him 
as he i s king pin. However, he treats me well, more « i v i l l y than he does most 
people, but I think his taste for independent sovereignty w i l l keep us oa Roanoke 



a l l summer. He is a hard man to put anywhere as he i s almost i f not quite the senior 
Col. in the Volunteer service and would he restive under some of these fresh brigadiers. 

I hope ay trunk i s a l l right at Eliza's as I Intend bringing on my watch and 
dressing case with me when I return* My ideas of active service and of a soldier's 
l i f e have materially altered since June 5, 1861. fe often laugh at our mess table 
spread with turtle soup, chickens, green peas, etc. and wonder how much pity would he 
spared for the suf fering soldi ears away from home, i f you only knew how we l i v e d . 
It i s only f a i r , however, after our rough l i f e at Hatteras. As a refinement of 
luxury, we have constructed a large Indian "punkah" or fan the width of our table and 
suspended from the rafters, which i s kept in motion by a "piccaninny" from the contra­
band camp and serves the double purpose of keeping us cool and driving away the 
swarms of f l i e s that infest a l l houses. Not that we have needed i t aaich for the 
f i r s t purpose as the past two weeks have been a continual storm and a good f i r e has 
been a necessity for comfort. 

A l l hands are at the theatre this evening, nhieh makes i t easier for me to 
write a l i t t l e mere than usual for it is rather a task to writ© when a party i s i s 
the room talking and joking a l l the time. jfe hop© by this time that McOlellan has 
got Hehmead but I fear much that Beauregard has been too sharp for Halleck and has 
reinforced Lee or whoever is i n command at Bichmond, with almost his whole force, 
but we can whip them anyhow and England afterwards. Stsney has been raising a 
hubbub down i n lewbara about the niggers- If he Is supported by the government, 
half of Burnside's officers w i l l resign. A l l hands are rapidly becoming Abolitionists. 

f r i t e as usual and i f I don't came i t will be a l l right. Love to John and 
Arte and to the rest of the family. 

Portress Monroe, June 24, 1862. 

I reached Old Point a l l right oa Saturday morning sad faaadthat our beat 
was not expected t i l l Sunday so that I sight as well have had another day north as 
not. I stayed in Borfolk a l l night and about noon Sunday the "Port Royal" came in. 
Capt. W. had despatches for McOlellan and we are waiting here yet tor answers. The 
telegraph to the General'g headquarters gave out yesterday during the storm and 
delayed the arrival of our orders. 

No news in particular. At last accounts from Charleston, we had cut off 
some 6,000 or 8,000 secesh on James I eland and i f we get that we can shell the City 
with ease. There i s a report i n the filchmond Despatch of the 18th that 6,000 men 
from Newbern are within 30 miles of felden but I doubt i t . Our despatches this t r i p 
w i l l be important and I don't think B&rasld© wil l move before receiving them. It i s 
very dull here, nothing exciting going on. There was a heavy siege battery shipped 
to McOlellan yesterday with the stores belonging to i t . By last accounts he i s 
progressing slowly but surely and i f my information i s correct and lt comes from 
good authority, look out for a battle about Friday, There don't seem to be much 
chance of a move for the 9th. It looks now as though we were to stay at Boanoke. 

Please send the box as soon as possible and i f you can put i n a book of 
surveying and a trigonometry from my school books i a the book case. Bon't d© i t 
openly. Civ© my lev® t© the f s a l l y and a l l friends, espeelally to Mrs. laadreth. 
T e l l Josie I w i l l writ© as soon as I get t© camp t© a region of pen and ink. ffrite 
soon and make your l e t t e r "via Pert Monroe", 



Fort Foster, Boaaoke Island, N.C. 
Jane 36th, 1363, 

We were detained at fort Monroe waiting for despatches until last night 
and reached here this evening at about 6 o'clock, Capt. h i t l n g gees back to Old 
Point in the morning at 3 o'clock but as sous other officers are going for the 
t r i p , I_ stay in camp or rather ia our fort, as our Company now garrison the fort 
that fought our gunboats at the battle of loaaoke. Sad I only known that th© 
wires were going to break on both sides of Torktown I might hare had three more 
days home but of course that couldn't be foreseen. Our despatches this time were 
of great importance and as I said in my l a s t , the battle of Richmond, i f not 
already fought, i s probably going on,' Lieut. Bebevoise i s going north tomorrow 
on account of his wound which has reopened. He wi l l mall this i n Philadelphia 
for me so that you w i l l receive i t much sOoaer than by the regular mall. 

I hope to heceive the box soon as the underclothing i s needed much. Our 
fort i s on the beach and by passing through an embrasure in front of my tent we 
have a fine bathing ground. Tour letters of the 11th and 18th were analtlag 
me as well as the notification from 7th Avenue, which I w i l l answer tonight i f 
my other l e t t e r s don't take up to© much time. 

I found the 6th H.H. goae to Newbem sad w© have oaly the 89th and our 
regt. l e f t . Col. Hawkins seems to be in too good sp i r i t s for m© to anticipate 
any likelihood of a move. His idea i s that we have glory enough and prefers to 
remain in command here to gflag lato active service, 

f e l l Josephine that I. expect to see that pair of slippers one of these 
days - they would be very convenient here. Give my love to a l l my friends and 
to the family. There i s nothing to t e l l about. I found everything pretty much 
as I l e f t i t but probably before a week i s over you w i l l hear from Buraside i n 

, some Quarter or other. Write to me eooa, mark your let t e r "Via Port Monroe". 

P. 5. Send me one of my vlgaettes. 

fort Moaro©, July 3rd, 1862. 

A l l Is again changed since 1 last wrote. Oa Suadsy we received orders 
to be ready to start at an hour's nolle© with 7 days rations and oa Tuesday 
morning we started for Hewbera. When with!a some ten miles of i t , a tug met us, 
ordering a l l back to Roanoke to pack up to leave but our steamers being short 
of coal, we kept on to Hewbera, coaled up and came back oa Wednesday, reaching 
the Island i n the evening. In about an hour I was on my way to Old Point and 
arrived here this noon with despatches. Everything is in confusion her© and 
from a l l that 1 can leara, which i s nothing positive, after two or three days 
t « r r i b l e fighting, McClcllaa, i f not beat ©a, has at least retired from his 
position some 20 miles. A l l sorts of coaflictlng rumors ©.re around but one 
thiag i s sure, the slaughter oa both sides exceeds anything we have yet witaeaeed, 
some say as high at 50,000 for both sides, the invariable statement, however, i s 
that the rebel loss i s at least double ©ur«» When you w i l l hear from me again, 
I do not know. We are evidently off somewhere and i f ray ©nspieioaa are eorreet, 
Buraside wi l l have some fighting such as he has not yet seen. Our battery goes 
and i f I fight i t w i l l be in my chosen way as aa a r t i l l e r i s t . Ho word from you 
since I l e f t but I hope to fiad my box i a Norfolk tomorrow morning. If you have 
not sent i t , don't do so - our movements are now too uncertain. 



fort Foster, Roanoke Island, I.C. 
June 26th, 1803, 

We were detained at fort Monroe waiting for despatches u n t i l last night 
and reached here this evening at about 8 o'clock. Capt. f h l t l a g goes back to Old 
Point in the morning at 3 o'clock but as scon other officers are going for the 
t r i p , I stay in camp or rather i n our fort, as our Company new garrison the fort 
that fought our gunboats at th® battle of Boanoke. lad I only known that the 
wires were going to break on both sides of Yorktown I might hare had three mere 
days home but of course that couldn't be foreseen. Our despatches this time were 
of great importance and as I said in my l a s t , the battle of Hlehmoad, i f not 
already fought, i s probably going on, Lieut. Debevoise is going north tomorrow 
on account of his wound which has reopened. He will mall this In Philadelphia 
for me so that you wi l l receive i t much sooner than by the regular mall. 

1 hope to deceive the box soon as the underclothing i s needed much. Our 
fort Is on the beach and by passing through an embrasure in front of my tent we 
have a fine bathing ground. Your letters Of the 11th and I f t h were awaiting 
me as well as the notification from 7th Avenue, which I w i l l answer tonight i f 
my other l e t t e r s don't take up too mush time. 

I found the 6th B.H. gone to Bewbera and we have only the 89th and our 
regt. l e f t . Gel. Hawkins seems to be i n too good sp i r i t s for me to anticipate 
any likelihood of a move. His idea is that we have glory enough and prefers to 
remain in command here to going into active service* 

T e l l Josephine that I expect to see that pair of slippers oae of these 
days - they would be very convenient here. Give ay lev© to a l l my friends and 
to the family. There i s nothing to t e l l about. I found everything pretty much 
as I l e f t i t but probably before a week i s over you wi l l hear from Burnsiae in 
some euarter or other. Write to me soon, mark your l e t t e r "Via Port Monroe". 

P.S. Send me one of my vignettes. 

*> 
Port Monroe, July 3rd, 1862. 

A l l i s again changed since 1 last wrote. On Sunday we received orders 
to be ready to start at an hour's notice with f days rations and on Tuesday 
morning we started for Bewbera. then within some ten miles of i t , a tug met us, 
;©rd«rlng a l l back to Boanoke to pack up to leave but our steamers being short 
of coal, we kept on to Kewbem, coaled up and came back on Wednesday, reaching 
the island i n the ©renins. In about an hour 1 was on ay way to Old Point and 
arrived here this noon with despatches. Bverything i s in confusion here and 
from ©11 that I can learn, which i s nothing positive, after tw© or three days 
terrible fighting, McClellan, i f not beat en, has at least retired from his 
position some 20 miles. A l l sorts of conflicting rumors are around but one 
thing is sure, the slaughter on both sides exceeds anything we have yet witnessed, 
some say as high as 50,000 for both sides, the invariable statement, however, i s 
that the rebel less i s at least double ours* then you w i l l hear from me again, 
I do not knew, fe are evidently off somewhere and i f my suspicions are correct, 
Burns!de wil l have some fighting such as he has not yet seen. Our battery goes 
snd i f I fight i t w i l l be i n my chosen way as an a r t i l l e r i s t . Bo word from you 
since I l e f t but I hope to find my box in Norfolk tomorrow morning. If you have 
not sent i t , don't do s© - our movements are now too uncertain. 



Give my lore to a l l friends - t e l l Mrs. Landreth that I w i l l write in my 
f i r s t leisure moments hut lately I have been working night and day. Hadn't you 
better stay about Pennsylvania unless Aunt Susan wants you bad? Mrs. King I know 
would be happy to have you. Love to a l l the family. Write to me soon as usual 
only omit the "via Norfolk". If I go this l i n e will probably stop for the present 
In haste. 

fort Horfolk, Va. 
July 15th, 1362. 

Although 120 miles nearer you by the map, yet i a point of fact I am as far 
removed as ever, fe arrived here on Saturday via the canal and my time has been 
so much f i l l e d up with company business that i t has been hard for me to find time 
to send you a l i n e , fe are at Fort Horfolk about one mil© below the City on the 
Slizabeth River. The 80th and 103rd 8J.T. are l a our brigade. The balance of 
Burnside's fore© that cam© round outsid© are at fewport lews or v i c i n i t y . We are 
comfortably quartered in tents on the bank outside of the Fort. Co. E. have brought 
their f u l l battery by special order of Gen. Burnside and I am at present i n command, 
Capt. Whiting being Provost Marshal. Col. Hawkins seems to ©how special favor to 
oar Company, especially to th© officers and Buraside has paid us high compliments, 
fe have com© l a fighting trim - ao baggage. A change of underclothing i s a l l the 
men carry and the officers to© for that matter. 

I found my box h«r© a l l right, the watch pleases me much. It was wis© not 
to send my gold one. Thank Josie for th® perfumed sachet. Tour let t e r of June 30th 
arrived today, having been over two weeks on the way as it went to Boaaoke f i r s t . 

f© have just received new r i f l e s , th© Springfield, a beautiful piece and the 
regt. needed them. We await orders to move at any moment though they may not come 
for a month but MeClellaa i s not out of th© woods yet and we shall probably have 
some hard fighting to do. We l i v e better here than we have lived for a year - the 
darkies* bring fresh vegetables and we get fresh meat from Norfolk. I hailed a 
schooner going down the river today that came from B r i s t o l . Hoquet owns half of 
her, I don't know her name - nobody on board that I knew. Th© Minnesota i s here. 
I was on board today on business. She is a magnificent craft and the officers are 
trumps. 

I learned today from a darkey who was at South Mi l l s with the 3d Georgia 
that my gunnery was much more destructive than we supposed and from his account 
the f i r s t shot that I fi r e d personally swept the men of on© gun clear off. He did 
not know who we were but his description showed that he must have been on the spot. 
We have had a very heavy thunderstorm tonight and i t is not entirely over now but 
our tent stood i t well although the foundations are i n the sand - probably the 
proverb refers only to houses, f e l l Arte to writ© and I wi l l answer his l e t t e r . 

One company of ours was l e f t at Plymouth, S.C. and the gunboats went up 
Roanoke River some 50 miles and had a fight with guerillas. Some of our boys went 
up to see the fun and Lieut. Green got a bullet through the calf of his leg. H© 
wanted to come with us but could f i n d no one to exchange with him. He didn't expect 
to see a fight before we did, I have mad© two blots already, an uikaaual thing with 
me but I am writing i n haste and my ink i s thin, I am detailed as officer of th© 
guard tomorrow and must be up a l l tomorrow fclght but thought i t impossible to put 
off writing to you any longer. I received the paper and envelopes - Just what I 
wanted and gave the Alexanders to our company, exchanging some of the plain for some 
of my ruled. I thought K. ought to have i t i a preference to others. I wi l l write 
again soon that you may not be without a l e t t e r so long again. Write often. 



fort forfolk, July 21st, 1862. 

Today I received yours of the 16th and m much surprised that you have 
received no l e t t e r from me since the 3rd for I have -written two since that, hut here­
after w i l l make rare by writing oftener. Don't get to thinking that I am sick or 
wounded for I was never better and now i t seems altogether l i k e l y that we will stay 
here for 30 days anyhow, although we know nothing for certain, I intend to send for 
my trunk tomorrow from Roanoke - we might as well be comfortable while we can, 

Sol. Hawkins is under arrest and I think he and Kimball w i l l both be gotten 
rid of. It won't be the worst thing for the regt. either, but don't say anything 
about i t , I have net been upto Norfolk yet except to the docks, my time i s pretty 
much occupied by company business, I spent two days at Old Point last week getting 
ordnance stores and have to go again tomorrow and probably to Hoanoke too, I wi l l 
write t o Josie as soon as I have finished your l e t t e r for I want to have her photo­
graph. There i s nothing to write about here. We are in regular caim> l i f e , getting 
the papers every day and plenty t o eat * ice cream, f r u i t s , etc. Norfolk is f u l l 
of secesh and there are not 100 Union people i n the place, 

I read Pope's general orders today about l i v i n g on the enesay. Hurrah for 
Pope! I t looks something l i k e now we shall have a stop put to this guarding rebel 
property and a l l that kind of work. I think l t is Lincoln's work - he seems more 
and more the maa every day. The only thing to do now i s to kick Congress out of 
the Capitol and let Abraham take the f i e l d as General i s slate with ScGlellan as 
military adviser - things would work better. Congress i s i n strong disrepute i n 
the army. The b i l l for cutting down of f i c e r s ' pay 13 percent i s very i l l timed. 
They sit i n Washington making mischief, drawing $8. per day while we are out her© 
endangering ©ur l i v e s end the pay eaten up as i t i s with the necessary expense* 
at sutler's prices i s barely enough to get along with. Better l e t them retrench 
on some of the fat contracts. They could save more on tw© "jobs" than the reduction 
of office r s

5
 pay will amount to in a year. 

Don't get discouraged about the times or the war. If my judgneat i s 
correct we are approaching the last act of the Hchmond business. McClellan, 
Burnside and Pope will be too much for Davis £ Co, yet and the blows w i l l f a l l 
heavily snd in unexpected quarters. 

31 ve my love to a l l the family and friends. I w i l l writ© ©very week any&©w 
or oftener as I have time, f r i t © soon and address "Burnside' s Sx. Port Serf oik, Va." 

Newport lews, Va. July 27th, 1862, 

Once more my letters are dated from the spot that witnessed my f i r s t t r i a l 
of a soldier's l i f e . We moved from Ft. Korfolk en Friday and have been so busy 
since changing camp snd getting settled that I have had n© chance to write. We are 
about a mile further up the river than we usee to be and In a pleasanter situation 
on the bank of the James, which i s here about 30 f t . high. There are about 15,000 
men encamped here and the long lines of tents are a sight t© beheld. It i s the 
f i r s t time we have been Quartered in a large camp but w© hold ©ur own and have not 
yet seen anything t© beat us although our boys have only their fatigue uniforms 
here, 

I received your l e t t e r of the 9th via Roanoke - our mails go the rounds 

to reach us but in camp the days pass so rapidly that i t scarcely seems two days 

sine© I wrote you l a s t , I send this by Capti Child© who goes to I.Y. on recruiting 

service. My short t r i p spoils my chance for going. Cen'ls. Burnside and Halleck 



went up to see McClellan yost@rd.ay - what w i l l come of the v i s i t nobody knows. I 
think i t doubtful whether we w i l l move from here before 30 days or even longer but 
i t i s not certain. We brought our battery along and hope to have a chance to use 
It . I am positively wishing for a fight - i t i s so stupid lying in camp doing 
nothing. 

I wrote to Josie last week and want her to send me her photograph. I 
scarcely know my own writing now, I touch a pen so seldom. I am now Lieut, command­
ing Co, G. i a the absence of Capt. ChUds, which i s something of a bore, but can't 
be helped. 1 l i k e Jim Whiting better than anyone that I have yet come across and 
we get oa very well together. He will probably be in N, Y. i a the course of a month 
i f we stay here as he wi l l relieve some of the recruiting o f f i c e r s . I heard from 
Ceo. Swala yesterday - he don't seem to write i a good s p i r i t s . What ever Induced 
him to risk a l l with 0. K. & Co. I don't know. Write to me soon and direct - 9th 
I , f * f , 1st. Brigade, 3d Division, Burnside's Kx. Newport Hews, fa* Give my love 
to a l l friends. I wi l l write again in two or three days as the vein is aot oa me 
no- and i t i s with d i f f i c u l t y that I have written thus f a r , 

F.I. If you are i n l.Y. and see our recruiting advertisement, please 
send my dressing case to the officer, care Capt. Childs and he w i l l bring i t on. 

Oa Board Str. "Hew York", Hampton loads, 
Suaday ive'g. August 3rd, 186t, 

Again we are oa the move, this time tee with our destination unknown. 
My time has beea so f i l l e d up i n camp at lewpert H'ewe that I have postponed writiag 
longer than I iatended although i t is only a week since my last l e t t e r was mailed, 
but being the only off i c e r i a Company G. to which Company I was detailed when Capt. 
Childs l e f t for H.Y, on recruiting service, my duties were uausually arduous ©ad 
occupied my time very f u l l y , f© received orders to start last evening and struck 
teats at about 8 o 'clock this morning, embarking on the craft and ruaaiag immediately 
down the river to Fort Moaroe, off which we are at preseat lying waiting for daylight 
to follow i n the wake of the rest of the 9th Army Corps who have preceded ue. As 
near as I can judge, w© are bound, up the Rappahaaneck or somewhere i a that direction 
but the papers w i l l doubtless inform you where we are before this reaches you. 

Judge Whiting and daughter came down yesterday to see Capt. f. and this 
suddaa start shortened their v i s i t rather unexpectedly. Our regt. has been more 
tbaa ordinarily sickly since our a r r i v a l at Newport Hews - a great many cas©s of 
swamp fever. Co. X. has some 8 ©r 10 down and we were obliged to leave four 
officers behind this trip being too sick to stand any fatigue. My own health has 
however been excellent. 

Monday nightf f© woke this morning to find the str. running up the 
Potomac and our destination to be Aequia Greek and i t was refreshing to see h i l l s 
and valleys again after the swamps of I.C. f© l i e off the Acquia Creek landing 
tonight and disembark at daybreak, taking the ears for Falmouth, a mile ©r so from 
Fredericksburg, There i s no chance to send any betters a» our movement Is as yet 
secret and after this you must not be at a l l worried not to hear from me for a 
month at a time when marching through this country we have but few opportunities 
to send l e t t e r s , but I w i l l write whenever I cett. 

Tuesday nights W© are encamped just opposite Fredericksburg oa the other 

side of the Rappahannock. I had an hour to spare in the afternoon and went over 

to see Mr. Allen. He Inquired very cordially after you but i s a strong secesh. 

The town looks probably almost as i t did when you were here over SO years ago. It 

i s gaat#=a progressive place - even Mr. Allen' § old clerk i s s t i l l with him. 

mailto:yost@rd.ay


Our whole Corps i s here and part of Pope's and General P. and the greater 
part of his army i s at Sarrenton about 30 miles off. This i s a magnificent country 
for fighting, so h i l l y and enough woods and streams to make scouting pleasant. 
They had a brush near here last Sunday but nothing of consequence - i t woulft take 
a strong force to whip us. We have six light batteries and two regts. of savaliy 
and our own infantry who hare the credit of being as good troops as any in the 
f i e l d . 

Write to me as soon as you receive this for we may not stay here long. Love 
to a l l . 

Camp Parke, Falmouth, Ye. 
Aug. 9th, 1862. 

Your l e t t e r dated the 4th reached me today and as our movements are rather 
uncertain nowadays, I answer immediately. We have just received orders to reduce 
our baggage to the minimum quantity and to be ready to start tomorrow morning i f 
necessary. There i s a report that a brigade that went out a day or two since 
have got into trouble and need support, but be that as i t may, everything here 
looks l i k e work. Burnside can either support Pope or McClellan end a l l the troops 
are kept in marching trim, 

Boa't feel bad about my not going home on recruiting service. I wouldn't 
l i k e to go with our regt. in the f i e l d as i t i s at present. This i s too much 
chance for glory. Bristol people in my opinion always were grumblers and croakers. 
One thing i s sure - the army were never l a much better s p i r i t s . Boa't mention 
McClellan and Ben Butler i n the same breath i n military ears. The l a t t e r i s no 
General - he makes © good military governor for Hew Orleans and has good administra­
tive a b i l i t i e s but he i s nothing of a soldier. The "draft" i s just the thing we 
waat to brlag out the lazy houads who have stopped at home and grumbled at us 
every time snythiag weat wrong. The new troops can garrison the forts and leave 
the old hands to do the fighting. If Morris i s afraid of the draft, he had better 
enlist and have at least his choice of regts. and can perhaps get a commissioa. 

If we doa't meve before Monday I think of sending some of my extra Clothing 
home by express as my trunk i s pretty f u l l and I waat te put my camp bed aad blankets 
i a i t . The bed i s the most comfortable thiag a man can carry. As soon as the tent 
i s pitched i t can be put up and you are comfortable, especially when i t saves oae 
from sleeping oa wet grouad. Our band has rejoined us with the additloa of three 
or four good musicians to replace those lost at Camdea. The suppression of regi­
mental bands was another of the b r i l l i a n t acts of the late Congress - nothing keeps 
up the s p i r i t s of th© men so much as music aad oa the battle f i e l d they act as aa 
ambulance corps, thereby avoiding the aeeessity of taking men from the ranks for 
that purpose. Instead of reducing officers pay ©ad the l i k e , they would have done 
much better to have docked some of the jobs they gave cut to p o l i t i c i a n s . 

Remember me to a l l friends i n B. aad to the family. T e l l Arte to write 
from the new house to me. I would l i k e to hear from him. There is nothing to 
write about i n Gamp - i t is very hot during the day and pleasant at night. These 
mooalight nights are just the things for marching. Writ© to me sooa. 

Camp Parke, near Fred'g. 
August 16th, 1862. 

Your l e t t e r of the 10th came yesterday and being ©n guard tonight I have 
a good opportunity of answering i t . My reception at Mr. Alloa's was not sufficiently 
cordial to indue© a© to repeat th© v i s i t . H© did not ask me to see his wife aad I 
oaly talked to him while i n the store. Everything looks pretty much as i t did whea 



you were here, so he says, and I should think so too for i t i s a slow old place* 
I am glad to hear Chat Morris is coming out at last though he need not have been 
afraid of the draft for in my opinion i t is only a big scare this time anyhow to 
bring volunteers. We do outpost duty here every 4 days - the regiment marches 
through Fred'g and detachments are posted on the different roads to support the 
cavalry pickets, fe bivouac close to our arms - no f i r e s allowed and i f we continue 
to have such weather as we had last time, i t i s a pleasant business. We start at 
daybreak and are relieved by another regt. at the end of S4 hours. The Lincoln 
Cavalry are camped about two miles off - they came in yesterday and today. I 
intend to go to see Will Disosway as soon as possible. McClellan's army seems to 
be coming this way. MeCall's division i s here and part of Pits John Porter's Corps. 
Our regt. seems to be kept back from the fighting but our turn w i l l come some day. 
We are having K's battery f i t t e d with limbers and when they are finished we w i l l 
have s. very serviceable battery. 

Capt. Whiting i s sick with the jaundice and talks of resigning. I hope 
he don't but i f he does, your son w i l l be captain Morris, i f he i s not before. I 
have risen pretty fast already. Considering * from private to 1st. Lieut, and 
l i k e i t better than i f I had come out in a higher position. I sent my trunk to 
Bristol directed to Uncle J , thinking you would be there* We cannot carry any 
baggage of any account and I thought l t would be a f i r s t rate travelling trunk 
for you. Take off the cover with my nam® on and have "Morris* .put oa the end of 
the trunk. It i s a large one and few things in i t * There i s a let t e r i n the tray 
with instructions about seme things i n i t . I enclose you the key. Bo as you think 
f i t with i t . Send i t to Mary and let her open i t and read the l e t t e r or wait t i l l 
you go there again. Some of Capt. W's things are in i t snd I would l i k e them sent 
on. 

Lieut. Snals of ours died of fever last Sunday - I don't know whether I 
told you or not, and we had one man drowned on the fest Point. Pour of Company K. 
were on board but a l l escaped. I knew Cel. Scott and Maj. Sort of the 6th l.B. 
very well. They both lost their wives on board that miserable boat. 

fiemember me kindly to Hiss L, and to Mrs. Batchelor. I would come on to 
see you but we are very shert of officers, some six being sick. Ky health i s very 
good and I hep© i t w i l l eoatia&e se. The l i n e officers have formed a regimental 
mess that works admirably and i s less expensive than ©ur old style of messing two 
or three together and saves us a p i l e of trouble. Writer to me soon and send 
some postage stamps, 35 at least. They are a useful a r t i c l e and i t i s troublesome 
to be without them. Don't think of eotaiag on here. Bever .mind who t e l l s you that 
l t i s easy work for i t i s impossible almost to get her© and secesh are too plenty 
to make i t pleasant. 

Camp Parke, near ffred' g. f a . 

Aug.. 24fh, 1863. 

Yours of the 20th containing postage stamps arrived yesterday just after 
I had come in from picket duty with the regt* We had a wet night and sleeping by 
the roadside i n the rain was no particular fun, alth© you would have thought so t© 
have seen how the boys enjoyed i t . There was heavy f i r i n g in the direction of 
Culpepper towards morning, which, kept up about two hours. There i s a report that 
Jackson i s at his old tricks but I think he w i l l be bagged this time. Troops have 
been pouring in here at the rate of from 4 to 10 regts. per day. The 5th (Doryers) 
and the 10th, Br. White's regt. came i a last night. We had the officers of the 5th 
to breakfast this morning. White i s looking very well and we men glad to see him. 
Oa dlt,that McClellan Is te be here i n a day ©r two. Berdan's sharpshooters passed 
our camp last evening. Our boys got held of California Joe, a noted character and 
treated him en prince. We are not l i k e l y to move for sometime yet - i t seems as i f 



the 9th was t o he t r e a t e d as a hand box regt - much to our d i s g u s t . I f I continue 
f e e l i n g as I do j u s t now, I don't t h i n k i t w i l l be necessary for ise t o have a nurse. 
If I am..wounded I shall probably be sent north - or anywhere I want to be seat. 
(That last seat ease i s a fine one, six I's i a It.) Address your let t e r now to 
Company K. Capt. Childs has returned and my services are required here as Capt. 
Whiting has gone home sick for two weeks. He had the jaundice bad and was consid­
erably run dowa. There i s but l i t t l e going on here except troops passing through 
on their way to Pope, Almost a l l of McClellaa's troops except Heintzelman's Corps 
have come here, I hear that he i s coming down through Va, via Manassas Cap. 

Tou had better send the trunk key to Mary. I want those things of Whiting's 
to go on. Write to me soon - seme address. I w i l l write again Sunday. 

Camp Parke, tfalmeuta, Va. 
Aug. 29th, 1382, 

Tou must not expect my letters to be as regular as they have hitherto 
been for a l l our baggage has been sent to Acquia Creek and I have nothing but what 
I have on and we are expecting to move at any moment. We can hear cannoaading 
almost every day in the distance and last aight the men slept oa their arms ready 
for a fight. I received your short note a l l right aad i f I am sick or wounded aad 
need aursiag be ewe that I w i l l let you knew, Bis weather i s getting cooler and 
just rl#*.t for marching ©a ilehmeai, where I hope we w i l l be led as soon as Pope & 
SO, have disposed of imtikwn* there i s no special aews - I am well aad busy but 
w i l l write as often as I Sam. A l l my writing paper that i s here has to be carried 
l a my pocket, fe hear of aa order forbidding a l l communication by l e t t e r with the 
aorth aad hope i t is not so. 

Give my love to a l l aad write soon though our mails are "unsartin". f i l l 
Hi sosway has a commission in Dodgers mounted r i f l e s . I am glad of i t . Remember 
me to Miss L. and Mrs. B. and other friends. 

Acqaia Creek, Sept. 2, 1882. 

I write tonight not knowing how seoa I may have a ehaaee again though i t 
i s probable that we wi l l stay a short time at Alexandria but i t i s not certain, 
fe l e f t Pred'g on Sunday night ~ marched a l l night over fearful roads deep in mud 
to this place f u l l 18 miles by the road, reached the lauding by sunrise and forth­
with were marched two miles further to support a battery planted on one of the h i l l s , 
where we are at present with two day's rations cooked, aad orders to be ready to 
start at a mom eat

1
 s aotiee, which probably means tomorrow and our destination Alex­

andria and then I hope to the front. Buraside's best regt. caa't be kept back much 
loager though I hardly think the fighting w i l l last t i l l we get there unless Pope 
is whipped, which would be an unfortunate business. . fe don't know anything beyond 
newspaper reports, which are sufficiently.blue, but we hope f o r the best. If Jaeksoa 
i s whipped here thoroughly, It finishes seeesh * they have staked a l l on the move 
and well moved i t i s too. The country about here i s thickly wooded and very h i l l y , 
a mean country to fight i a * nothing but bushwhacking. 

fashlagtoa, Sept, 8, 1862, 

Arrived here yesterday - camped out side the city - doa't know how long we 

w i l l stay. May garrison the c i t y , f r i t e sooa - direct to Washington instead of 

Pred'g. Would have written yesterday but couldn't. I am well and a l l right. 

I w i l l write as often as I can. 



Sear Unity Town, Md. 
Sept. 10th, 1863. 

Lieat, Herbert i s going to Washington on business for the battery snd I take 
the opportunity to writ© yon as we have no chance to receive or send letters on the 
road. We l e f t our camp i n the v i c i n i t y of Washington on Sunday about noon, marched 
10 miles and bivouacked with the rest of our division near Leesboro, staid there 
the next day and Tuesday morning started at a l i t t l e after 4 A.M. and made about 
16 miles, arriving at this place last night, fe are now awaiting orders to move 
which may come in an hour and perhaps not t i l l tomorrow. I have a horse now and 
find i t a decided Improvement on the march. We drew 10 for our battery and Whiting 
and I appropriated one apiece. Our men are marching without knapsacks, carrying 
an overcoat, a change of underclothes and the shelter tent on their backs. We make 
our 15 miles per diem with great ease and no straggling. It i s a painful commentary 
on the discipline of our famous Army of the Potomac to see the crowds of stragglers 
that line the roads. Washington i s f u l l of them and at a low estimate, we passed 
f u l l 4,000 on the road for the f i r s t 10 miles from the c i t y , 

I can now say with certainty what has hitherto seemed l i k e a boast, that 
your son i s i n the best regiment i n the U.S. service. Burnside says so - Parke 
says so"- Beno says so - everybody who has seen us says so and we know i t . Burn­
side came up to us while at a halt and ca l l i n g Col. Kimball said - "I have seen 
crowds of stragglers on the road but not one redhead." A l l seem particularly 
interested in our battery and give us everything we want and as seeesh are not 
very far from us,. we expect to give a good account of ourselves when we meet them. 

Herbert i s waiting and this must go - Write soon, some of your letters may 
reach me though i t seems a month since the last came* 

Sharpsburg, Md, Sept. I f , 1863. 

I have at last an opportunity of sending a line to say that I am a l l right 
and i n spite of the showers of shot and shell that seeesh rained upon us, my 
cuticle i s s t i l l whole. When I wrote you last has escaped my memory, the big 
events of the past few days have rather mixed up my ideas of time* After leaving 
Washington we marched right along to Frederick - which place we reached on the 
afternoon of the 13th after a march of twelve miles.**** There I f i r s t saw 
McClellan. He rode through the town and a l l the women flocked round him l a 
crowds, kissing his horse and going on high. The next day we marched to 
Jefferson, 7|- miles and back, 15 miles altogether, skirmishing for five miles 
of i t over a rough country and reaching ©ur bivouac in Frederick about 11 P.M. 
Reveille sounded at 2| A.M. snd we started for Middleton, which place we reached 
at f A.M. and entered after a slight skirmish}in the afternoon we marched up on 
the mountains five miles further on where the fight was going on. Our brigade 
was ordered up to support a battery on the h i l l and had not been formed five 
minutes when the rebels charged on us from the woods but were met by such a heavy 
f i r e that they f e l l back i n disorder and i t was near this that the Ohio regts, th© 
10th, 13th and 33rd fought and seeesh lay piled in heaps. I saw one Ohio boy who 
had bayoneted three rebels In succession. They fought l i k e tigers and drove the 
rebels back down the h i l l on the north side. On the 15th we l e f t our mountain 
bivouac on the battlefield and marched down some five miles on the Harper's Ferry 
road. The next day the a r t i l l e r y kept up a heavy f i r e a short distance in front 
without much loss on either side. l a the evening we marched on again and took up 
a position in a cornfield on the edge of a wood. At daylight a rebel battery 
commenced shelling us and the brigade commander wouldn't l e t us answer. We had 
14 ©r 15 wounded i n the regt. before we changed position to the top ©f a neighboring 
h i l l where we got our guns to work and did a great deal of good, driving back an 



advance of the enemy on our l e f t flank twice. Receiving orders to move, we took 
the guns down to a position to command a fort that the rebels were trying to hold. 
Here we had some fine practice though a rebel battery oa the other side shelled us 
severely. The brigade now went over the fort aad catered the action, charging the 
rebel lines in style. The Hinth surpassed i t s e l f , doing gloriously, our loss how­
ever i s near 200 k i l l e d and wounded. Lieut. Cooper k i l l e d , Lieut. Graham lost a 
leg, Capt. Childs and one or two more slightly wounded. Everyone i s loud i n our 
praise and our l i t t l e battery did some good execution - i t was specially reported 
to Burnside. We did picket duty for another battery that night and the next day an 
this morning joined the brigade with our guas, marched to the banks of the Potomac 
near which we are encamped for the night. The a r t i l l e r y has been playing heavily 
about two miles up the stream this afteraooa and i f as I think l i k e l y , the rebels 
have a l l crossed, we shall follow tomorrow aad drive them to Richmond. I was under 
heavy f i r e four times on the 17th aad was providentially preserved without a scratch 
and am ready f o r mere, though a l i t t l e rest would be very grateful to us, our days 
and nights having been confounded so much l a t e l y . 

Write to me soon - your letters may come to me sometime. 
Miss L. and a l l friends. We have no mails and I send this by a friend who i s on 
Gen, Rodman's staff, so don't be worried about my l e t t e r s . 

Camp near Sharpsburg, Md. 
Sept. 22ad, 1362. 

Your l e t t e r of Sept. 7th reached me yesterday after having been two weeks oa 
the road. We are s t i l l lying i a camp at the juactioa of the Aatietam Creek aad the 
Potomac and the report i s that i a a few days we start for Washington but whether 
there i s any truth in the report or not, I doa't know, Capti Childs of ours, who 
-was wounded in the foot, goes home today on furlough aad w i l l mail this l e t t e r for 
me. I wrote a long letter to Uncle John yesterday which w i l l do for a l l the Bristol 
people. It i s positively work to write i a camp aow, barely pens aad ink enough to 
address the envelopes and a l l who have them very loth to lend. 

I saw the death of Barry Beatty i a the paper but he was put down as belonging 
to a Cavalry regt. It must be hard oa his poor wife. So the Hleskell's say I had 
a cool reception at Mr. Allen's. T e l l , vet of it? The old man's acting i a an 
unchristian and ungentlemanly manner didn't hurt me much. I doa't suppose you 
will have a chance to see any of our wounded boys this time - they w i l l probably be 
seat to the north. Humphreys has shown himself the best surgeon I have yet seen in 
the Army - he does splendidly. I f we should go to fasSiiftoa, I w i l l write for you. 
to come on or will get a short furlough, ^ r i t e to me often and remember me to a l l 
the family at Annapolis. 

Harper's Ferry, Sept. 26, 1862. 

I hope my letters reach you more regularly than yours do me as I write by 
every opportunity and the chances occur but seldom. Our battery was ordered away 
from the regt. aad we l e f t the bivouac at the mouth of Aatietsm Creek oa the 
eveaiag of the 23rd, marching a l l aight aad are aow, after many tribulatioas, on 
top of London Heights with Gen. Summer's corps aad under the immediate command of 
§aa..Greea. there or when we go next, I doa't know aad am act sure that i t won't 
be home for I am sick and disgusted with the management of everything here aad my 
owa health i s not what i t ougjht<to be. This last month's work has put me sadly i a 
need of rest aad If I caanot get a 20 day's leave, I shall be stroagly tempted to 



resign, though i t i s against my principles, hut I am of hut l i t t l e use here now. 
I intend to ride today, i f Gen. Green will give me leave, over to Burnside's corps, 
i f they are to he found, and try to get permission to send our guns hack to lashing-
ton. They are of no use In this country and i t was only hy dint of unceasing exer­
tion and the hardest kind of work that we got them into the last fight, Capt. Whiting 
is completely done up - almost unable to move and at the same time that I see about 
the guns, I w i l l demand a furlough. Whether i t w i l l be of any use or not, can't be 
told but I hope for the best as " t e l l i t not in Oath

8
, your beloved son is for the 

f i r s t time fearfully homesick. I w i l l writ© again after my return from Ant let am 
and let you know the result of my t r i p and hope the letter won't be so blue for I 
am thoroughly ashamed of this on looking over i t and a great mind not to send i t as 
i t i s the f i r s t complaining let t e r I remember to have written, but don't show i t or 
read i t to any gag. My knee does duty for a table and my pen is tied to a stick i n 
default of a better holder, which will account for the penmanship. 

Bo you know of anything I could do in case of my returnl" I should be 
ashamed to go among' friends after leaving the army i n this way, though i t i s not 
worth thinking of for I may get a leave of absence that w i l l set me a l l right 
again, Bemember me to Mies L. and Mrs. 1. and a l l friends. I hope to be able to 
thank them for their kindness to you soon. Bid you know a medical cadet attached 
to the 78th P.Y.? I met him at the ford of the Shenandoah and he said he l e f t 
Annapolis about three weeks ago and had met you often. I didn't have time to ask 
his name. It was pleasant to hear from you even as long ago as that for nay last 
letter from you was dated Sept. 7th. Should what i s l e f t of the 9th Army Carps 
go into winter quarters anytime soon or in any decent place, I w i l l try to have you 
come up and see us for probably I w i l l stay. It w i l l take a great deal to make me 
leave the regt. You willthlnk from this l e t t e r that I have become very v a c i l l s t i n g 
and don't know my own mind but my inducements to leave and to stay are both strong 
and a t r i f l e may decide the scale. 

Keep writing as often as you can and to the same address. The letters 
have a better chance of reaching us when sent to the regt. than when directed to us 
in detached service. 

P.S. Afternoon: Gen'l Green won't let me go to Antietam and I don't 
know what to do but w i l l let you know as soon as anything turns up. 

London Heights, Va. 
Sept. 29th, 1882, 

, Capt, Whiting expects to start for I. t , tomorrow and w i l l mail this for 
me in Washington so I write today in order to have l t ready* My last l e t t e r was 
so dolorous that this ought to go quick i n order to efface the impression that on© 
must have made*. Tour two le t t e r s of the 15th and 20th were brought over to me from 
camp today and I sincerely hop© that ay letters written immediately, after the South 
Mountain and Antietam fights have reached you long before t h i s . Indeed they ought 
to have don© so before the date of your last l e t t e r but probably the obstruction 
©f the «pads by wagon trains etc. delayed them* Gen'l MeOlelian's despatch 
announcing a complete victory may do for the public, but to my eyes a t r i f l e more 
would have turned the scale the other way and made i t a defeat. The rebels fought 
splendidly and were much better handled than ©ur men were* Our fighting on the 
l e f t was against double ©ur numbers and though we beat them, had they attacked us 
that night, we would have had a tough time to have saved the bridge. I think the 
trouble was that Burnside expected to© much from his men. We did more for him 
than could be asked of troops but for want of a reserve, were f i n a l l y obliged to 



withdraw from the position we took from the enemy at such a sacrifice of l i f e . 
Capt. Whiting has resigned and his resignation has been accepted by Burnside - he 
needs recruiting badly. Be need not trouble himself about a position i f he comes 
out again as he was offered a Colonelcy by telegraph today, fhe Binth has only 
one Company that has two officers with i t so that my chance for a leave of absence 
i s a pretty slim one. It has been my luck to stay with the regiment and attend to 
my business while many of the others have been home twice and some oftener s t i l l 
and the ones who go home are precisely those who have done the least duty l a the 
regt. but I shall try anyhow and maybe Lt. Col. Kimball w i l l let me go. 

So Morris went out as a private i n the Pa, Home Guard. I wonder how he 
liked i t , though they saw nothing of soldiering, i t was a l l play. How I would have 
liked the command of that company for about a, week to show them a l i t t l e of what the 
army proper was. It would be fun for me to d r i l l the stay-at-homes and make them 
toe the mark i n 9th Begt. style. Don't work too hard i n the hospitals - you w i l l 
be sick yourself the f i r s t thing you know and then home I would corae even i f i t 
took a dishonorable discharge to bring ae* 

Prom a l l appearances we are not going to make any move at present. There 
is talk of reorganising the army again and i f there i s much of i t l i k e the portion 
on these heights, i t needs i t sadly for Bank's corps i s a disgrace to the service. 
We are trying hard to be ordered hack to the regt. and I hope we w i l l succeed for 
i t i s very stupid with no one to speak to and on top of this mountain. Our only 
congelation i s the food we get - plenty of eggs and fresh bread and butter from the 
valleyi but how long this w i l l l a s t , we don't know. It w i l l be awful traveling 
even on horseback when the rainy season sets i n . 

Don't think of coming to Harper's Perry on any account. There i s no place 
you could stop and no conveyance and being alone here I couldn't leave camp to go 
down to the town for any length of time, but as soon as I can I wi l l either get a 
furlough or resign or do something of the kind. 

October 2nd, 1862, 

The order for Capt. f's discharge has not yet come but i s hourly expected. 
If he don't go today I shall have to mail this letter as l t i s almost a week since 
I wrote you. I have sent to the regt. for an Officer to assist me and i f he comes 
will endeavor to make a personal application for a furlough as my desire to see 
home and friends again rather increases than diminishes. The President reviewed 
the troops on Bolivar Heights yesterday and our forces on this mountain were kept 
in line t i l l moonlight expecting him but he did not come and w i l l probably be here 
today i f i t clears up. There i s a heavy wet mist that dampens everything and i s 
worse than rain. 

I hope our messenger from camp today w i l l bring me a letter from you. Our 
mails are so irregular that a letter i s a rarit y and i s generally two weeks old 
before we get i t . Bernember me to the family at Annapolis snd write soon. 

October 3rd, 1862. 

Capt. W. goes this morning and w i l l mail this in Washington, fe have but 
8 l i n e officers beside myself with the regt. A l l the rest home but I wi l l come on 
the f i r s t opportunity. I feel better than I have done and have had another officer 
sent here to assist me. There i s a mail in. camp and I hope there is a letter from 
you i n i t . Burnside says we are going back to Berth Carolina - Good for us, for I 
am sick of large armies and Virginia fighting. Write often. 



Loadon Heights, Va. 
Oct. 6th, 1862. 

I returned on Saturday afternoon from a short t r i p over to the Regt. My 
business was as much as anything to make some arrangement about getting home. 
Cel. Hawkins was obliging as far as words went - he promised that as soon as some 
of those now absent returned that 1 should go and this time I shall press the 
matter and not leave i t as at Roanoke without caring very much. I told Col. H. 
that X wouldn't and couldn't enter on another campaign without rest and he said 
that positively I should have i t . He was very decent aad Invited me to mess with 
him while i a camp, which offer was accepted as I know where the good l i v i n g l i e s . 
Msj. Jardine made me sleep with him, much to the disgust of a clique of l i n e o f f i ­
cers who thought that Lieut. S. was airish l a associating with the f i e l d instead 
of the l i n e , but mush I cared. 

The ninth is set what it used to be. Several of th© recent appointments 
have not turned out well and Lt. Col. Kimball is act a men calculated to inspire 
respect and he has formed round him a clique of Irish supporters of whoa your soa 
i s happily not a member, and i a consequence i s not very high i a Col. K's est last lea. 

The weather after a hard gal© yesterday has become much cooler aad i t feel© 
l i k e a northern October - much to our r e l i e f , for the warm weather was very 
oppressive. The troops have a l l been moved off the ridg© oa to the slap© of the 
mountain, leaving only my company with their guns and the signal officers aad i t p 
pleases me rather than otherwise t© have th© camps moved. The troops were s© 
different from what we had been accuatomed to and the officers were aot men that 
I would associate with. They are cutting a l l the woods about th© ridge down aad 
we have a magnificent view from almost ©ay point. I saw a l i t t l e skirmish i a th© 
neighborhood of Charlestowa this morning l a which the rebels drov© back our cavalry 
with a piece of a r t i l l e r y - at least so 1 judged, from what I ceuld see. fh© rebel 
cavalry are very bold - they come up close under the mountain to the very farmhouses 
where I send to get my supplies aad our cavalry doa't seem to do anything. As a 
general rule they are a very poor set. I think of getting permission of th© (Jen'l 
to take a dozen of my boys aad to scout through th© valley for a day or two. I 
think I can briag some of them t© their senses. 

Bid you see the picture of our charge in frank Leslies Illustrated? It i s 
the best and most falthtol picture of the kind I ever saw. The story in i t of ©ae 
of our wouaded men f i r l a g after a runaway of another regt to make him help the lom 
off the f i e l d i s authentic, f e had every other man k i l l e d or wounded that day that 
was in the ranks. The rebels won't parol© our boys - they have eight of them aad 
released some of other regts. taken at the same time but seat our boys v i a f l a -
chester to Richmond. 

October 7th. lothing aew s t i r r l a g up here. I am awaiting news from camp 
that two of the Captains have returned and thea I go on for a leave of absence 
myself. Though the arrival of the Paymaster would be a great convenience i f nothing 
else, for ay funds are getting low and we have a©t received our pay yet for July 
sad August, i f he don't com© i t w i l l oblige me to go t© Washington to draw my pay 
for a v i s i t north without money would be a poor business and after a l l my accounts 
are settled this payday, I shall have something over $100. clear. 

Remember me to a l l the family at Annapolis aad t e l l them aot to imagine 
that the whistle of bullets or the scream of shells i s an unmusical sound but 
rather a pleasant one after you get used to i t . then i n camp the other day a 
musket was accidentally f i r e d i n some other regt. and the mini© bullet came singing 



over our heads and you could hear the boys a l l around saying - "D'ye hear that? 
Ain't it natural?" They seem to have a thorough contempt for bullets and in 
proof of which every other man that we carried into action i n the ranks was 
either k i l l e d or wounded. Writ© soon snd often. 

London Heights, f a . 
Sunday, Oct. 12th, 1862. 

Sorry am I to have to t e l l you that at present there i s no show for my 
getting a leave of absence. Dr. White wrote me a ce r t i f i c a t e of d i s a b i l i t y re­
quiring thirty days leave to set me up again. Humphreys endorsed i t and took i t 
to Burnside who said that we were now in another Army Corps and he had not the 
power to grant my request but i t must go to G-en. Williams. I took i t to the 
Med. Director of this Division who said he would endorse i t for me but it would 
be useless as no leaves of absence were granted to officers unless the medical 
certificate stated that there was danger of death or permanent d i s a b i l i t y . Of 
course I can't ask White te do that for me and must rest contented as possible 
u n t i l something turns up. My resignation, even did I desire to send i t i n , would 
net be accepted i n this Army Corps - they hang on to good officers l i k e grim death, 
probably because they have so few of them, but hope s t i l l remains in the bottom of 
the casket and it may not be very long before you see me. As far as we can learn 
there i s a strong likelihood of our being kept her© a l l winter and tomorrow i t i s 
my Intention to set the company to work making winter Quarters for themselves. 
The trees that have been f e l l e d for strategic purposes w i l l furnish good material 
for huts and w© can be very comfortable. 

By the way, i f you wish to do Company K. a service and any of the 
Bristol people wish to expend their surplus cash and labor ©a making soldiers 
comfortable, you can hint t© them that some warm gloves and underclothing would 
be most acceptable, especially good flannel shirts and drawers. Goverxamnt clothes 
are net good for much; also that much material can bo saved i n the manufacture 
by making them of a moderate slse, judging from specimens that I have seen. The 
ladles must think that soldiers are a race of Titans, while on the contrary the 
redoubtable Hawkins Zouaves are almost a l l small sized. 

Your two letters of the dates Sept. Btth and Oet. 5th arrived together 
on Wednesday. It i s surprising that my letters don't reach you more regularly. I 
write often and they ought to go. Morris ought to be d r i l l e d for a week with a 
40 l b . knapsack on for not coming over when he was so near. I would have ridden 
ten miles to see the Br i s t e l company. The Knight beys have been unfortunate - one 
Hi l l e d and the ether wounded, not more so however than three brothers Johnson i n 
my old company H. one was k i l l e d outright, one wounded (since dead) at Ant let am, 
while the third i s i n N.Y. recruiting} a l l fine boys, good soldiers tee. I am very 
sorry to hear of Dr. Pierce

1
s i l l n e s s . Suppose the plan one© thought of had been 

followed, for me to study medicine? I shouldihave been ready now to step into a 
niee l i t t l e practice i n B r i s t o l . Did I t e l l you that Denny Is back with the Begt? 
His arm i s very weak but he thinks that in time he w i l l have a good deal of us© of i t 
and he was very glad to see m© when 1 went over, and speaks in the very warmest terms 
©f Mrs. Morris and her care of him. 

My name has gene ©n f©r a Captaincy at l a s t , according t© Col. H, and 
probably you w i l l soon be able to address your letters to Capt. Morris. Don't say 
anything about i t though - there are so many sli p s between the cup and the l i p that 
i t don't do to talk about these things beforehand, especially in wartime. When you 
writ© to Geneva and other places, always remember me to the folks. I have very poor 



accommodations for writing and if a correspondence is once Begun it causes a 
great amount of trouble to keep it up and there are so many friends that i f I 
write to one I must to another, which i s simply impracticable and my simplest 
and easiest plan Is not to writ© at a l l . How the blots on this sheet would have 
horrified Miss Leverett when I was at school - you can show i t to her for fun 
as a specimen of one of her scholar's neatness. Remember me kindly to a l l the 
family. Should I succeed in getting off I think I will go f i r s t to Annapolis 
for you but my hopes are vague and I am inclined to think, delusive. f r i t © 
often and s t i l l send to the Regt. for we are not much known here. 

London Heights, Va, 
October 17th, 1362. 

Tour short l e t t e r of Oct. 10th came this morning while I was absent, 
having taken a ride over to the Regt. of Pleasant Valley on some battery business. 
My last few letters from London have been of a rather gloomy complexion, I fear, 
but as my health i s much improved, they must take a different turn for, aside 
from many inconveniences unavoidable in such a situation, this i s as good a plae© 
for a soldier perhaps as any other, fe have a magnificent panorama of the valley 
lying between this ridge and the Alleghanies for some thirty miles and on a clear 
day I doubt whether the scene can b© surpassed. Since I have become acquainted 
with the signal officers whose station i s only about a stone's throw from ay l i t t l e 
camp, the time passes more pleasantly and I am posted on the movements going on 
around us. Yesterday we had a good view of the third skirmish that has been 
fought near Chariestown. (Mr. Perkin's old place, by the way, isn't it?) Since 
we came to the Heights, Oen. Hancock was i n command of our forces and drove the 
rebels out of the village and took possession. It was an a r t i l l e r y a f f a i r a l t o ­
gether, the infantry having nothing to d© and mad© a very pretty spectacle for a 
looker-on as we could see both parties and wateh almost every sh e l l . Col. Hawkins 
sent i n a request to Can. "Burnside today to order us back to the Regt. If he does 
we shall be better off i n many respects but my desire i s to send my guns back to 
the Havy as we have done about a l l the work we Can do with them i n such a country 
as this, but they are especial pets ©f Sen. B's and he w i l l hardly let them go. 

Dr. Humphreys has gone north on sick leave for 20 days. He has worked 
l i k e a horse ever since Ant let am and is pretty well worn out. There i s no chance 
of my getting leave t i l l he returns and probably not then for mine is one of those 
faces that don't show sickness or thinness t i l l the last and i t i s hard to convince 
anyone that 1 have been sick. Nothing is the matter now except weakness. 1 am not 
f i t to start on another esapaiga and won't be l o r sometime to come i f kept here. 

There are so many object lens to your coming to see me that i t makes i t 
altogether inadvisable. The trains don't run regularly, there Is no conveyance to 
be had after you get here for love or money; the town i s nothing but a barracks 
and i s such a disgusting place that I never go there except on business; besides 
the chance of not finding me here after you arrived. Altogether w© had better 
take the chances of ay being enabled to go home even on recruiting service, which 
would be a bore and would confine me to H.Y, most of the time yet i s better than 
nothing, 

Does Charley Sardette act up t© the spirit of his verses? They are 
not bad - better than many of the soft (in the Army signification) effusions that 
have been In the papers since the breaking out of the war. Do yon know the masher 
©f the Regt. that the B r i s t o l Company of 3 yrs. men i s in? I see many Peana regts. 
and might come across them as the Army ef the Potomac i s a l l about us. The r©b©l 
camp fi r e s are s t i l l v i s i b l e over the valley and they do not appear diminished i n 



number so ire may have another t r i a l of strength before winter sets i n unless Gen. 
George B. thinks i t better to let the® alone, fh© raid of cavalry into Pa. was 
disgraceful to us, allowing them to pass around the rear of our Army again. Our 
cavalry are not worth their forage and never w i l l be under the present order of 
things. 

Would Mary send me any picked walnuts If I wrote? They are just what I 
want In samp to season th© meats with. Sutler's sauces etc. are poor trash. You 
would be amused to see me superintending my cuisine. My utensils are a porcelain 
lined kettle, a saucepan and gridiron and 1 cam roast a chicken over the embers 
with some sticks i n style, I raised some corameal in the valley and we have mush 
and molasses and fr i e d mush i n the morning in our old Bri s t o l fashion. It goes 
well with ham or mackerel and i s a large Item In our cookery. My darkey i s 
learning to cook quite well aow and don't need much watching except to see that 
the salt fish i s soaked before broiling, something a darkey is l i a b l e to forget. 

.Remember me to Miss it, aad Mrs. H aad a l l frieads who Inquire. The 
Bristoilans are doing well to send their contributions to you. Anthony Burtoa 
i s what a sick soldier would c a l l a tramp, t r i t e often, your letters seem to 
take longer to reach me than others de« 

P.S. ' Please send m© two or three stamps aow aad then;! am almost out 
and short of funds. 

London Heights, f a . 
October 20th, 1863, 

Your l e t t e r of the If th came here yesterday, having made very good time. 
Should we remain here for a time I can make such arraagemeats as w i l l permit you 
to come and stay for a week without much discomfort. The farmer's wife who 
supplies me with bread and butter, etc. i a London Valley can give you a room. 
It i s a very quiet, alee place aad they are good Union people, but you must wait 
t i l l I am paid f o r my funds are aow at the lowest ebb, aot having been paid for 
so loag. Having to pay such, prices fear everything has made a l l hands pear, I 
am compelled to do what I never intended to sad ask you to send ae $10, l a year 
next i f you can spare i t . It i s pretty rough to have over $400. due and not have 
enough cash to get provisions with, but the Government seems to think we caa fight 
aad march aad l i v e without moaey. 

Weald the smoking cap and gloves make too large a package to send by 
mail? If they would, you might send them by express - directed to Lieut. Morris, 
Battery K. 9th H.Y.T. London Heights, f a , to be called for at Harper's Perry. 
So Mrs. P. read my letter to the society. It must have beeh Interesting for I 
was so worn out at the time i t was written that I could scarcely stand. They 
have not favored me with aa answer yet - perhaps as a reward for my aot writing 
before, I heard from Geo. Swain by oa© of our recruits aad wrote to him ©a 
Sunday. He i s a good fellow and one of those I epslt as friends. He says 
Gharley Swift i s i a terror about the draft aad i s down on President Llacola for 
ordering the same. My underclothing i s a l l right - I have three undershirts and 
drawers in good order, l e t s of stockings and handkerchiefs. 

This is a regular f a l l day - clear aad cold with a strong northwester 

blowing, fe caa see farther today than any time sine© I have been up here. Th© 

st©spies of Martiasburg are very distinct sad the rebel camp f i r e © are very few 

i a number and scattered. I think they have retreated v i a Froat Royal aad l e f t a 

rear ms.^- of cavalry aad a r t i l l e r y to cover the retreat. •Jaoksoa's old plan. 



1 am very sorry to have- to write for money but i t i s unavoidable and I 
will have the more to send on next payday. Write soon and often. Remember me to 
i l l friends - especially Miss L. and Mrs. B. 

Harper's Ferry - Oct. 28th, 1862, 

Tour l e t t e r of the 33rd I received in the Regt.'s camp yesterday while 
over there on business from which I returned this morning and as my last letter 
was a week ago, this note w i l l be better than nothing. The Eegt. moved this 
morning from Pleasant Valley and will probably bring up at Lovettsville on the 
other side of the Potomac and I expect orders to j o i n them when they get there, 
at least so Gen'l Getty gave me to understand. I f , as i t seems probable, they 
go into winter Quarters, then i t w i l l be a better plan for you to come than this 
i f i t don't please the great Rush. G.H. to send me north. I shall not ask for a 
leave again i f i t keeps me in the f i e l d t i l l our time i s up. The $10. came a l l 
r i ^ i t and was very acceptable. Love to a l l friends. 

P.S. The package of gloves, Sap'slid gaava came safely, I saw Saraett 
and am glad he met you - he is one of our best officers. 

London Heights, Va. 
October 31st. 1862. 

My time has been so occupied for the last ten days that you must not 
blame me i f my letters do aot reach you regularly. I wrote a hasty note last 
Tuesday and have time to write the same now. I l l of Sumner's Corps have l e f t 
Bolivar Heights and gone up London Valley i n the direction of Winchester, to 
which point Burnside also seems to be directing his forces by way of Lovettsville. 
fe are coaaeaueatly entirely separated from the Regt. and have been moving from 
position to position about the mountain as each general, and we have had about 
three a week, should fancy. Gen. Geary has ordered us to Boliva Heights aow 
but how sooa we start i s more thaa I know. lours of the 23rd came a l l right -
It ia doubtful when I caa get another as our comraunlcatioa with the north i s 
cut off aad I doa't l i k e to have you write to me here as w© are so li a b l e to 
leave at any time, 

I have just finished mustering my Company for pay - aot to receive the 
money but to verify the r o l l s . The position of Capt. i s by ao means an easy one. 
He gets ten dollars a month extra for responsibility and i t i s worth in my case 
at least $100, 

The woods on the mountain® around are gorgeous in their autumnal dress 
and the prospect from th© top of the h i l l at sundown i s somethiag superb. I 
wish you could be her© but ©ut movements are so uneertaia that i t won't do just 
aow. As soon as I find that we are settled for two weeks i a one place, I will 
writ© you to come oa but I. Ferry i s now neither a pleasant, safe nor settled 
place for you to come to. Remember me to a l l friends. Write sooa aad direct 
your aext to Battery &• 9th I.Y.V. Harper»s Ferry, Va. It w i l l be better I 
think to try that way for oac©, 

P.S, Oct. 31st. Night. Have just received orders to rejoia the Regt. 
Will probably leave tomorrow or next day. Bo you know Gen. Kan©, brother of Br. 
Kane of Arctic notoriety? He i s i n command here and I have just been over to 
have a chat with him. I hope to find some letters from you at the regt. 



Keyes Gap, Va. Nov. 5, 1862. 

I start ed on Monday not to rejoin the regt. as anticipated in my last 
hut with two of my guns accompanied Gen. Sane on a l i t t l e expedition last night 
and night before. We guarded a ford of the Shenandoah and today we moved up on 
the mountain. I never saw such roads as these mountain roads are. They are 
enough to disgust a decent horse and I fear my gun carriage® won't stand i t 
long. Should Gen'l Burnside have moved, we may have some d i f f i c u l t y and he 
sometime reaching the Begt. and consequently my letters may he delayed though 
I w i l l write as often as possible and hope to find a p i l e of letters awaiting 
me at the 9th. 

The weather l a fortunately for us, beautiful, though I think a storm i s 
brewing but my tent wi l l be along and I don't care. My chief need i s of funds 
but I can't see how they w i l l reach me and I must be content to take rough fare 
t i l l the payment comes, which I hope won't be long deferred. Give ay love to 
a l l friends and when we go into winter quarters I expect to see you look well 
though I could not learn from Barnett, a satisfactory account of your looks as 
he had not seen you before to know your usual style of looks. 

Perhaps i f you write immediately you might direct to Lieut. B.H.M. 
Battery I, 9th I.T.V. London Heights, fa. -and enclose another $10. i f you can 
spare i t . Don't do i t unless you can for I hate to writ© for money. After 
receiving your letters wanting to come to H. ferry, i t made me feel very anxious 
to have you and had we remained a week longer I would have telegraphed for you 
to come on. As i t i s , I may do so yet. Write soon. 

"Marshall Bouse", Alexandria, Va 
Bov. 18th, 1862. 

Once more I am back in the neighborhood of Washington. We l e f t on the 
Orange and Alexandria 1.1. on Sunday morning at 11 A.M. and reached Manassas 
after dark and found that the army had l e f t Warrant on and we could get no trans­
portation further* We bivouacked a l l night alongside the railroad i n th® rain 
and next morning I went to Gen. Sickles who i s in command there and he advised 
me to return and proceed v i a Acquia Creek to Fred'g, Va. f© l e f t Manassas at 
2 P.M. and did not reach the Alexandria Depot t i l l after midnight - th® slewest 
t r i p I ever undertook - got my men quartered at the Soldier's let ret* and 
stopped at this house where 111 ©worth was murdered for the balaaee of the night* 
I start at S§ A.M. tomorrow for Ac quia Creek by boat and expect to meet the Begt. 
at Fred'g. We passed thru the Bull Bun battle ground and had a good chance to 
see the country, riding as we did on top of freight cars* 

I met a Mr. Porter and his father of Boston, Just returning with the 
body of his brother who was k i l l e d there. They were very gentlemanly people 
and had travelled much a l l over the world, so that the t r i p down was not as dull 

. as i t might have been. I feel better now and hope to get safely to the Hinth. 
Give ay love to all. the family - I wil l direct you where to send the photographs 
i f I don't get them myself from Mrs. 1. 



Gamp near Falmouth, 7a. 
November 21st, 3-862 

I sent you a hasty note from Alexandria and am new able to report ray 
safe arrival at the Regt. fe l e f t Alexandria at 9 A.M. on the 19th and disem­
barked at As aula Greek about dusk, a l l the docks there having been destroyed, 
Landing was a slow process, only one lighter being available and to add to the 
discomfort a drizzling rain set i n . f® were sufficiently comfortable, however, 
for the night and at 10 A.M. yesterday I started my company for this place, 
marching on the R.R. track, the road being almost impassable on account of the 
mud. It rained a l l day but I accomplished the march and rejoined th® Regt. a 
distance of over 13 miles, by sunset, i n spite of the rains ray men kept up 
their s p i r i t s admirably though i t was hard to have them camp on the wet ground 
in the rain. I stopped with Oapt. Barnett and although wet through, have 
experienced no i l l effects; in fact am feeling better than while in Washington. 

I found tw© letters from you dated the 7th and 10th but not the one 
containing the $7. which i s probably i n the mail we expect tomorrow. Also a 
letter from Uncle John himself and a vary kind one that I shall keep. He 
enclosed one from Arthur written In style. 

Br. White i s here, acting Brigade Surgeon. He i s not content away 
from the Si nth and has been here in Humphrey's absence, t e l . Hawkins,-y I m 
happy to state,, took my disposal of the guns i n very good part sad I am inclined 
to think was rather glad to be r i d of them as my company i s a valuable accession 
to the Regt. having more men for duty than any other i n i t . The whole army seems 
to be concentrating here though the rebels s t i l l held Fret'g and the pickets con­
verse with one another across the river, no picket f i r i n g being allowed. A rebel 
got off a rather good thing the other day. Our boys were talking about going to 
Richmond and he offered to describe the road. Said he - "you have to cross two 

" H i l l s " and go through a "Langstreet" with a "Stonewall" at the back of them before 
you get there. 

I sent Lieut. D. to Mrs. Brewers for my cartes de v i s i t e and was sur­
prised to 1 earn that she had gone to Annapolis on account of the death of her 
mother. I hope It i s not Mrs. Batehelor and think i t must be Mrs. Brewer, Sr. 
as the former I heard you say was i n Baltimore, Write to me often and direct 
as usual to the 1st. Brigade, 3rd Div. 9th A.G. The malls are more lrregui&r 
than ever but as soon as the Ascuia Greek H.R. is open they w i l l come a l l right 
again. 

Please knit Oapt. Barnett a pair of gloves l i k e mine only make the l e f t 
thumb larger at the lower joint and just below i t , than the right as his wound has 
swelled i t a l i t t l e , I w i l l pay for the worsted but he i s a good friend of mine and 
I l i k e him to have them. I met George lares of Geneva on the boat he i s commis­
sary of subsistence on Gen. Woodbury's staff. He was home last summer and saw 
H. Hurl hurt. He says they are doing well. 1 else met one of my old Bart s v l l l e 
school mates. He recognised me and was very glad to see me - people turn up in 
unexpected places sometimes. Writ© soon and address, 

Beeember 5th, 1862, 

Mr. Brewer arrived this morning and we went to Jay Cooke & Co*' s together 
and after a l i t t l e trouble disposed of the $100. note and also one $50. The f i f t i e s 
are a l l right, I return ©ne of th«m,t and also the $20. The trouble was I think with 
the clerk of J.C. & Co. whohad sold th© note to get r i d of i t and did not wish to 



take It beck. My dispatches from Headquarters have aot arrived yet but my men have. 
They were delayed one day to wait for the paymaster who however was ordered back to 
Washington without paying our Hegt. I am well this morning and feel better. Write 
to me soon and I w i l l write as soon as I reach the Hegt, 

Washington, B.C. 
December 13th, 1862, 

I intended writing a long l e t t e r today but am obliged to leave i n a 
hurry for Harper's ferry to get my guns - It i s enough to make a man sick t© 
have to be away from his Regt. at a time l i k e t h i s . Remember me to a l l the 
family, I w i l l write again as soon as I return, probably on Monday, 

Washington House, Washington, D,C, 

I returned from Harper's Ferry ni^at before last without accomplishing 
anything, as usual. They have my guns In position on Md. Heights and had them 
there so Maj. Gen. Morell ordered them kept. Consequently I returned minus my 
guns. Most of the troops have l e f t there, only three or four Md. legts being 
l e f t . I rode over London Heights and up the valley for old acquaintance sake 
though the report was that the rebel cavalry were then i a force. The country 
looked very desolate i a it© winter garb but there was pleaty of gam© aad I would 
have well l i k e d a week's shoetiag. A fleek ©f wild turkeys came ri^ht into ©amp 
one day and ©reated ©oasidersble excitement. 

I stepped with Major Rolf©, 14th Mass. Heavy A r t i l l e r y and had a pleasant 
time. Siac© coming to this city I made the acquainteae© of L t . Geo. H, Dana of 
Boston, a good fellow sad of good family, I guess, cousin of R. H. Dana who has 
done some scribbling. I have seat again to Headquarters for orders and hop© to 
leave here soon, Company F. of ours has come up from forth Carolina and are on 
their way to camp which w i l l make the Ninth once more respectable i a point of 
ambers. They did act suffer much in th© fight aad are I hear in goad order. 

f r i t © sooa, direct to camp as before. I am so disgusted with th© way 
my business has gone that I doa't feel l i k e writing much, Remember me to a l l 
the family. 

Washington House, Washington, B.C. 
December 23rd, 1862. 

Once more my l e t t e r i s dated from this miserable c i t y . It seems as thou^i 
they had completely forgotten me i a camp as no orders or answers to my letters 
reach me. Requests t© make purchases and a l l such thlags come readily enough but 
nothlag that I waat. It i s over three weeks now since my arrival here and that 
time has been absolutely wasted as far as military a f f a i r s are concerned. Th© 
oaly good thing about i t was that my health was improving t i l l I took a severe 
cold from sleeping l a a warm room that has set me back a l i t t l e . Here i t i s almost 
Christmas again aad very l i t t l e l i k e oa© w i l l i t seem to me. Major Jardine has 
get another leave of absence and gone north, also a Lieut, of Co. G. Positively 
they treat m© i a a very meaa way. Had I the funds i t i s possible that home I 
would go l a spite of them but i t won't do to go poor. There i s but l i t t l e aews 
from the Army. Buraside assumes the respoasibility ©f the move oa Pred'g aad he 



w l l l win j e t . lad he led the Hinth Corps on as he intended, the enemy's l i n e 
would have "been "broken sure. I met an old friend or rather he hunted se up. 
John Osgood of Yt. who used to be with O.K. & 0©. with me. fe were the only 
republicans i n the store and had to fight the rest a l l through the Presidential 
campaign of 1880. He i s now a clerk in the Interior Dept. and a, man of some 
influence. 1 have obtained a key to the secret of Dick ling's money making or 
at least te a part of I t . He i s a shrewd fellow Is Richard. Osgood introduced 
me to Mr. Brary, one of Mrs. Irving's boarders, you recollect we mat him at 
Willards. I also met Mr. Carrath of Boston, a gentleman I spoke t© you of 
meeting at Burkes Station oa the Manassas R.R. where he had been to get th© 
body of his soa. He recognized me aad was glad to see me and says he has just 
returned from Pred'g where he has been attending to the wounded. Our old Gen'l 
Phelps i s at Willards and I have been trying to see him but thus far have been 
unsuccessful. He i s a man I respect and believe i n and would rather serve under 
him than under amy man but Burnside. 

Remember me to a l l the family and ay wishes for a Merry Christmas 
to a l l , though I anticipate $ dull enough one for myself, f r i t s soon and often 
I wi l l get the letters on my return to the Regt. The chances are that my orders 
w i l l come to go back in a day or two and the soeaer th© better for me. 

fashiagt.©a, B.C. 
January 1st. 1863. 

My Hew Years l e t t e r must come from this city although when I last 
wrote I had hopes of being able to date i t from the f i e l d . You must have a 
number of letters awaiting me in Camp since I have not heard from you since 
Mr. Brewer brought a© that short note you wrote. My stay here seems to be 
prolonged almost beyond endurance. On the f i r s t intimation of a near battle 
at fred'g, 1 am off to th© front and let the orders go. I am writing in John 
Osgood's room in the Patent Office. He has been to see the President and other 
dignitaries of the State and seems pleased with the looks of things. 

There i s nothing new or interesting going on here and i t i s stupid 
enough for me, not having any acquaintances, but I hope soon to be off again. 
Remember me to a l l the family end write as sooa as you receive th i s , direct to 
car© of John Osgood, Washington, B.C. He w i l l send i t to me i f I have l e f t . 
I am fixed as I used to be at school, with nothing to write about and unable to 
make up a l e t t e r . 

Washington, B.C. 
January 4th, 1863. 

At length my long wished for orders have com©. About f i v e o'clock 
this afternoon I received a telegram from Sea. Buraside ordering me to return 
to my Regt. without delay, either with or without th© guns aad tomorrow morning 
at 8 A.M. I take the boat for Acquis Creek, much to ay satisfaction, for I am 
as thoroughly disgusted with Washington aad ©vtrythlag belonging to i t as a 
young man well caa be. Indeed, without John Osgood, I hardly know how I should 
hav© got thus far but h© Is a pleasant eampaaioa and a man that I esteem 
very highly. By th© way, do you know anything of a family by the nam© of feed? 
There i s a widow lady aad daughter, a very pretty and interestiag g i r l of about 
S3, stoppiag h©r© and I have mad© their aOauaiataa©© aad only learned toal#it 
to© late to ask any questleas, that she (the old lady) has beea l a Bristol aad 
knows you. She was the wife of Maj. feed of the Marines. I have a sort of 



w i l l win yet. Sad he led the Ninth Corps on as h@ Intended, the enemy's li n e 
would have "been "broken sure. 1 met an old friend or rather he hunted me up, 
John Osgood of f t . who used to be with O.K. & Co. with me. fe were the only 
republicans i n the store and had to fight the rest a l l through the Presidential 
campaign of 1880. He i s now a clerk in the Interior Sept. and a, man of some 
influence. I have obtained a key t© the secret of Dick ling's money making or 
at least to a part of i t . He i s a shrewd fellow i s Richard, Osgood introduced 
a© to Mr. Drary, ©a© ©f Mrs. Irving'© boarders, you recollect we met him at 
Willards. I also met Mr. Car ruth of Boston, a gentleman I spoke to you of 
meeting at Burkes Station on the Manassas 1.1, where he had been to get the 
body of his son. fie recognized me and was glad to see me and says he has just 
returned from Fred'g where he has been attending to the wounded. Our old Gen'l 
Phelps i s at f l l l a r d s and I have been trying to see him but thus far have been 
unsuccessful. He i s a man I respect and believe i n snd would rather serve under 
him than under any man but Burnside, 

.Remember me to a l l the family and my wishes for a Merry Christmas 
to a l l , though I anticipate a dull enough one for myself. Write soon and often 
I wi l l get th© letters on my return to the Regt, The chances are that ny orders 
w i l l come to go beck in a day or two and. the sooner the better for me. 

Washington, B.C. 
January 1st. 1863. 

My lew Tears l e t t e r must come from this city although when I last 
wrote I had hopes of being able to date i t from the f i e l d . You must have a 
number of letters awaiting me in Camp since I have not heard from you since 
Mr. Brewer brought me that short note you wrote. My stay here seems to be 
prolonged almost beyond endurance. On the f i r s t Intimation of a near battle 
at fred'g, I am off to the front and let the orders go. I am writing in John 
Osgood's room in the Patent Office. He has been to see the President and other 
dignitaries of the State and seems pleased with the looks of things. 

There i s nothing new or interesting going on here and it i s stupid 
enough for me, not having any aef»ai.atantes, but I hope soon to be off again. 
Remember me to a l l the family and writ© as soon as you receive this, direct to 
care of John Osgood, Washington, D,S. He w i l l send i t t© me If I have l e f t . 
I am fixed as I used to be at scheel, with nothing to writ© about and unable to 
make up a l e t t e r . 

Washington, B.O, 
January 4th, 1863. 

At length my long wished for orders have come. About f i v e o 'clock 
this afternoon I received a telegram from Gen. Burnside o r d e r i n g m© to return 
to ay Regt. without delay, either with or without the guns and tomorrow morning 
at 8 A.M. I take the boat for Ac aula Creek, much to my satisfaetlea, for I em 
as thoroughly disgusted with Washington and everything belonging to i t as a 
young man well can be. Indeed, without John Osgood, I hardly know how I should 
have got along thus far but he i s a pleasant companion and a man that I esteem 
very highly. By the way, de yen know anything of a family by the name of Weed? 
Thar© i s a widow lady and daughter, a very pretty and interesting g i r l of about 
03, stopping here and I have made their a © f ^ « t a a s © and only learned t o a i ^ i t 
toe 1st© to ask any questions, that she (the eld lady) has bean l a Bristol and 
knows you. She was the wife of Maj. Weed of the Marines. I have a sort of 



Indlatlnct and confused idea of her and of the name hut desire f u l l y information, 
which please send me i n your next as I have particular reasons for wishing to know. 
They are not i n good circumstances but are of the sort that would feel ashamed to 
have i t known that they are obliged to work for a l i v i n g , a sort of people that your 
son don't admire. 

My last letters have been very short and stupid but I have been so blue at 
having to stay here that i t must be my excuse and I will write longer ones when I 
get back to camp. That Monitor business Is a sad one, on more accounts than one. 
We bed hoped that the Ironclads were more seaworthy. I met Dave Swain of Bristol 
here th© other day. He i s i n the employ of a City B.H. Co. end i s doing well. It 
seemed natural to see a Bristol face again, something l i k e an oasis i n the wilderness. 
Do you attend to the hospital as much as ever? I got some dozen of my boys from the 
hospital here and gent them to camp well and able to do duty, so that xnx on my 
return I shall have a company nearly 100 strong, something to be proud of in an old 
Hegt. l i k e ours. One of the results of my Washington t r i p has been that I have made 
the acquaintance of a good many people who may be useful to me i f I re#ain in the 
army and perhaps w i l l aid me i n getting into the Regulars, 

Write to me soon to the old address - 9th Army Corps and give my love to a l l 
the family. 

Camp opposite fred'g, Va. 
January 9th, 18S3. 

Tour letters of the 5th and 6th last, reached me today, I was unable to 
start on Monday morning as at f i r s t intended and was thereby enabled to reselve 
your letter sent to the care of Osgood. On Tuesday at 8 A.M., however, I l e f t 
the City of Magnificent Distances, i n the dim distance without the slightest 
craving ever to see i t again unless i t might be in transit to some more congenial 
spot. How officers can l i e about that town as they do, I can't see. To me i t was 
the most stupid of places. We reached camp about five o*©look F.M. of Tuesday and 
I have been busy ever since* Reported of course to Gen'l Getty and saw Hawkins 
& Co. meeting a warm reception everywhere. My company has also required consid­
erable attention to get new arms, etc. To cap the climax, Gen. Getty has again 
detailed me as Judge Advocate to a Gen I Court Martial now in session. He must 
have a better ©pinion of my talents i n that l i n e than I have myself. I thought 
several times of writing you t© come to Washington but as everything had turned 
out wrong with me there end your last v i s i t was an unfortunat© one, I thought I 
wouldn't. Should i t be my luck to get a leave of ©©uits© I w i l l let you know 
immediately. 

My estimate of Mrs. Weed was about right. Soa© indistinct reminiscence 
had connected her with Mrs. Downing and your explanation clears i t up. The 
daughter bids f a i r to follow i n the mother's track i n some things but your 
eaution as to my forming sudden or any friendships with anything feminine was 
entirely needless to your son as he i s beyond danger of anything of th© kind. 

We are as comfortable i n camp as can be expected t h i s celd w©ath©r, have 
California fireplaces in our tents and bum a l l the wood obtainable. Should we 
stay another month in this part of Va. there acn't b© a stick l e f t big enough to 
drive a pig with. My Company i s the largest in the Regt. I turn out about 75 men 
now on parade and i t i s In as good order as the rest too. Gen'I Burnside, Gen, 
Wilson and staff came over to dress parade last night and complimented us as usual. 



Sven Sumner, "Bull" Sumner, went back to his quarters after reviewing us and said -
"I've Just seen a regular regiment such as I've not seen for 17 years." Be walked 
up and down th© line front and rear and saying - "I'm looking for a man and can't 
find him." lobody knew what he meant t i l l he had finished when he said he wanted 
a man to find fault with but not a button was out of place or a musket dirty, though 
the Regt. returned from picket only about 4 hrs. before. 

I miss the spring mattrasses a l i t t l e - i t spoils me to go to a city and 
stay so long. There is nothing doing here, no prospect of a. move, d r i l l s every 
day as usual and a l l i n good s p i r i t s . Give my love to a l l the family and write 
often. If I had more to write about I would make longer letters but I can't and 
my Judge Advocate business keeps me at work a l l day. 

Camp opposite Fredericksburg, Fa. 
January 18th, 1883. 

My delay i n writing has been greater than usual this time but i t shall not 
happen again. Your last two letters came on the same day and I feel more and more 
sorry that I did not telegraph to you to come on before my departure from fashingtoa. 

"fe are under marching orders with three day's rations and as the mail between here 
and Washington i s temporarily stopped, you w i l l not lose anything by my slowness in 
writing. We were to have started this (Sunday) evening for somewhere but I under­
stand that the orders have been countermanded. While I m writing, a battery has 
opened on the bank of th© river, probably Benjamin's 20 pdrs, but the f i r i n g i s 
slow and does not amount te much, I rod® el sag the river bank the other day and 
took a leek at the city but could not see that much damage had been done. The 
rebels have been busy since the battle and the whole h i l l s i d e Is covered with 
breastworks and r i f l e p i t s but the next time w© attack, i t w i l l be on the flank, 
not in front as before. 

My duties as Judge Advocate have kept me much employed and I have just 
returned from taking the proceedings to Brig. Gen. Getty for approval and am sow 
again in command of my company and better pleased than to be on detached service 
and not knowing whether anything i s going on wrong or not. 1 dined today with 
Col. Hawkins. We had oc-tall soup, a roast turkey and r i c e pudding, pretty good 
that for camp. The Col. and I get along very well together. 

Tomorrow w i l l be my 23rd birthday, the last was spent on Batteras very 
pleasantly, the one before I shall not readily forget and I wonder where the next 
will find me -probably In the army, i f l i v i n g , as my prospects for a position i n 
the Regular Art'y are pretty good when my time in this Regt. i s up. The 4th of 
May does not seem so far off to us, only a l i t t l e over three months, and we have 
been out over 20 months but we shall probably see some more sharp work before the 
l i n t h returns to c i v i l l i f e . Bid I t e l l you 1 met John Fassitt at Ac quia Creek? 
Be i s an aid on the Gen. Blrney's staff with the rank of Capt. - looks very much 
as he used to. Perhaps the best thing you can do is to go to Geneva though you 
had better wait t i l l warmer weather. fe are having a regular eold snap just now, 
after a week or two of real June weather - followed by a heavy southwester» 

Robt. Banning's let t e r must have been rather a damper but you mast draw 
on whatever I have sent you i f you want a single thing. I shall soon earn more 
and make up my loss in Washington. There i s positively nothing mere to write 
about. The army, or at least our Corps, i s ready to start ©n short notice and 
only await the orders. Bave you made those gloves for Capt. Barnett? If you hare, 
send them by mall, fe need such protections now. It i s cold work standing on the 
h i l l at parades, etc. 



Remember me to a l l the family at Annapolis and write to me before' you go to 
Oaklands that I may send my letters there* G©a. Halleck wrote to Sen. Burnside to 
know the reason of Capt. Morris

1
 long delay in Washington and i t was sent to me thru 

Sens. Sumner, Wilcox and Getty, so I was obliged to make a report that w i l l probably 
be satisfactory and give the officer who reported me some hard hits i n i t . 

Camp near Falmouth, Va. 
January SSth, 1363. 

Bo l e t t e r from you for about ten days. The authorities seem disposed to 
stop a l l our privileges, malls included, as a sort of reward 1 suppose for not 
succeeding in that last movement which fortunately did aot start us from camp. 
I wrote last Sunday while we were on picket along the banks of the Bappahanaock 
so there is not much new for ma to t e l l . Our General has gone but before leaving i n ­
timated that his old fint h Corps might expect to be called to go with him sooa. 
Gen. Hooker apparently intends to stay here sometime. He has ordered th© Division 
CommissArl©* t© build bakeries for th© troops but i t may b© only a bltndtt© deceive 
th© rebels. 

My ©wa health continues good, though we are surrouaded'by a small sea ©f 
mud, covered with snow. My teat i s however very c®mf©rtabl©, hawing a good stove, 
invented by our old adjutaat, Svaaa. It packs, pipe (V ft.) aad a l l i a a box 10 
inches square and warms a tent l a th® ©Oldest weather. A #a?S© f e l l oa the teat 
th© other day during th© storm aad slightly tore things but fortunately missed my 
head by a foot. I was out with an axe in short order aad a do sea of Company K. 
sooa mad© i t a l l right again, 

I t . Col. Kimball has gone to 1ST, on a 15-day leave. Mat Graham, one of 
our Li cuts, had his leg carried off at Aatietam. Humphreys made a good stamp 
just above the kaee aad Mat i s now here walking about on one of Palmer's a r t i f i c i a l 
legs, fe have but three months more t© serve and then what i s to be done? f r i t e 
to me before you go to either Germantown or Geneva. If the mails are not more 
regular than they have been, you w i l l have to write sometime before starting for 
i t to reach me. Give my love to a l l , I weald write more bat am blue and can 
thiak of nothing to say, 

P.S. I have no stamps today and am obliged to send i t as a soldier's letter. 

Oa Board "Robt. Morris" 
Chesapeake Bay - February 8, 1863, 

Once more on our way to Port Monroe and a delay in my writing to you, but 
this time picket duty aad a sudden move from Camp kept me from sending my usual 
l e t t e r . The Hinth Corps are ordered to report to Goal. Bix at Old Point but we 
w i l l probably be with our old leader, Geal. Buraside once more, much to our satis-
factioa. The f i r s t feeling of a l l seemed to be oa© of r e l i e f at leaving th© 
army of th© Potomac, an army that w© were taught to ©xpeet great things of and one 
that we have found to be a great humbug. Our ultimate destination, I don't know. 
I saw Gen'l Getty on the dock at Acuta Creek and after shaking hands, I remarked 
that i t seemed almost l i k e going home to go to Old Pt. H© replied that we were 
probably going nearer my old cruising ground than that, so I think we may bring 
up in Berth Oa, Again I had hoped to get a tea-day leave but this knocks i t a l l 
i a the head. 



defended with any sort of s k i l l and the rebel entrenchments are well placed. The 
batteries of our Corps came up today. They have been detained at Camp Hamilton 
near Hampton by the bad roads. I have seen Benjamin and several other officers 
of my acquaintance who are very pleasant associates. In fact, the A r t i l l e r y 
officers are by a l l odds the pleasantest and most intelligent Glass of officers 
in the service. 

My l i t t l e camp stove i s troublesome tonight and has interrupted me 
several times already by refusing to give out i t s quantum of heat, something 
unusual as i t generally gets red hot on slight provocation. (Jive my love to a l l 
the Annapolis family and t e l l Miss L. that when I go home again, even i f for a 
short time, I w i l l make a pilgrimage to Annapolis to see her. , Write often as you 
can - the stamps came a l l right. The days pass so rapidly that i f we stay here 
much longer our next tr i p w i l l be to B.T. We hear that the 7th have already made 
arrangements for our reception and intend making l t a b r i l l i a n t one, so that a l l 
hands are counting the hours that are to elapse before we leave the service. 

Hewport Hews - Feb. 27th, 1863. 

The mails must be uncommonly slow or something for i t seems more than a 
week since your last l e t t e r arrived. It was the one containing stamps, but I con­
sole myself with the reflection that you may have gone further north and thus your 
letters are delayed. Abe had a grand review here of the 9th Corps on Wednesday 
by Gen. Blx. There were about 12,000 men out and six batteries. The Ninth was 
of course the ornament of the show. We had about 500 men out and looked well. 
Tomorrow l a the last day of the month and we w i l l be mustered, a job that entails 
plenty of work on Company commanders in the making out of r o l l s , etc. Br. .White 
has resigned and goes to I.T. tomorrow. Bis sister and mother I presume have 
persuaded him to the step. Bow that he has his papers, he feels blue enough and 
we are very sorry to lose him, he is a gentlemen and one of my few Intimates, 

Shad are beginning to come here but are too high yet for a line officer's 
mess. When I become Capt. of A r t i l l e r y , I can spread myself more. Gen. Getty 
treats me i n a very friendly manner and wi l l do almost anything for me so I do not 
despair of receiving a eom*lssion in my favorite branch of the service. I have 
had some pleasant rides since I wrote l o s t . One in particular. I had a young horse 
of Capt. Gardner's, Asst. Adjt. Gen'l of the division, and went about 7 miles up 
the river, through fields, over ditches and brooks and making pretty good time too. 
Capt. Barnett was with me on his black horse, captured from a rebel officer by the 
said Capt. B. when we were here the f i r s t time. Be i s a beauty and the capt. would 
not part with him for anything. 

There i s but l i t t l e news here, everything works smoothly, only It Is a 
s i ^ i t to see the boat come In - 13,000. loaves of bread on board every day. It 
would astonish some of our small bakers at home to see the piles of i t but i t goes 
the way of a l l bread before the next morning and the hungry jaws of Bncle Sam's 
soldiers are ready for another cargo. Bo write to me often, my letters are of 
course dull as there i s nothing to write about but I hope soon to be able to see 
you again even i f I don't go home with the Begt. Give my love to a l l the family 
and write soon. 

P.S. This blank page looks too bad, i t makes my let t e r appear so short 
yet I hear nothing to write about. My health Is good and as long as we stay here I 
hope It wil l remain so, I had a row with L t . Col. Kimball yesterday or rather my 
Lieut, had and I supported him. If Col. K. had kept on he would have rained the 
discipline of the Begt. It has ended in Col. Hawkins resuming command of the Ninth 
in addition to commanding the brigade. Cel. Kimball don't love me much, but It Is 



l i t t l e I care for Ms Worship's favors. He has not heen able to get a hold on rae 
and as long as I do my duty he can't. But don't think I am incurring his di s l i k e 
without cause. It was necessary and i f he had not publicly reversed his own order, 
I would have either court martlaled him or resigned, neither of which would i t have 
suited me to do, Write soon. 

Bewport Hews, Va. Mar. 6th, 1863. 

Though there i s nothing of particular interest to write about, I w i l l en 
deavor to answer some of your questions. 1st: I can't get a commission in the 
Regulars with the rank of Oapt. or i n fact any other as things look, but i f a l l 
things prosper, I may get i t after a time. Gen'l Getty w i l l do a l l he can for me. 
Capt. Webster i s very well, he has received command of Co. B. as I prophesied when 
in Washington. He is a good fellow and I l i k e him* I am sorry about Barnett's 
gloves but as you say, we w i l l have but l i t t l e more cold weather. The last few days 
however, have made overcoats and thick gloves a necessity. Dr. White was not satis­
fied away from the Binth and when Humphreys was detached as Med. Director, of the 
Division, he worked to be assigned to us again and succeeded. The money l e t t e r that 
was sent to London never reached me. It was probably either robbed or i s i n the 
dead l e t t e r o f f i c e . 

low I think I have answered a l l your last questions. Th© reason I forget 
them sometimes i s because your l e t t e r i s not with me while I answer i t . My letters 
are written sometimes i n the Provost Marshal's o f f i c e , or at Gen. Getty's or 
wherever I happen to be when the humor takes me to write, but tonight I am at home 
in a new tent, floored and carpeted with canvas, a camp bed for my Lieut, and a 
mattress for myself. Our trunks for seats and a round table which, when covered 
with a blanket, might be taken for mahogany. My camp stove i s i n an eld outer tent 
which serves as a sort of vestibule and lumber room for company property, etc. 

Give my love to a l l the family as usual and write often. I have nothing 
to a ay but w i l l write soon again. Gen'l Burnside has sent his horses and orderlies 
down and we expect to see our old General again before many days and then we w i l l 
be cent ent. 

Bewport lews, Va. 
Mch. 28th, 1863. 

Your l e t t e r from Germaatown arrived a l l safe. I thought you liked to be 
there but from the tone of your l e t t e r was surprised to find that you did not. We 
are l e f t a l l alone here now, the 1st, and 2nd. Div. having gone west. Lieut. Benja­
min commanding Battery % 2nd. Art 'y, wanted me to go with him as Lieut, for the 
balance of my time and perhaps i t would have been better, but I did not. My hopes 
of having a Benna. battery are knocked in the head by a Capt, coming to take 
CQBsa&ad of i t and I must wait for something else. 0euld I get Uncle «T. to use 
his influence, i t ought net to be d i f f i c u l t for me to get an appointment either i n 
the Regulars or Volunteers. The ehances now seem to be that we w i l l be sent home 
about April 20th to be mustered out. If this i s the case, we only have about three 
weeks mere to stay. At present i t i s my idea to stay only a few days In 1*Y,, pay 
a short v i s i t to Phlla. and Bristol and perhaps to Geneva and then get the best 
position I can snd come out again, but of course a l l my plans depend on circumstances. 
There i s positively nothing doing here. I take my daily ride with commendable regu­
l a r i t y , generally going 10 or 12 miles to get up an appetite. We seldom d r i l l , 
having a large guard every day and some sort of exercise i s necessary to keep ones 
bleed from stagnating. Maj. Jardtne i s yet north and we are awaiting his return 



witb. some anxiety as he w i l l probably bring back definite news of our return and 
also of the chances of raising a Regt. to come back for the war. Gapt. Barnett i s 
acting Provost Marshal and has a good deal of work on hand as our men are becoming 
rather unruly, knowing that they hare but s short time to serve. 

(Jive my love to a l l the family and write soon. 

Camp Hamilton, Portress Monroe, Va. 
April 5th, 1863. 

We made an unexpected move on Friday and marched to this place, relieving 
the 139th H.Y, Tele, who are sent to Williamsburg. On Good Friday, 1852, we had a 
march also. It seems to be our fortune to disregard Sundays and fasts. Owing to 
Col. H's selfishness or something l i k e i t , m w i l l probably stay i n the f i e l d t i l l 
our time is up, when we might as well have been in l.Y. tomorrow. We had a heavy 
snowstorm yesterday and last night but the warm rain of today i s carrying i t off 
fast. This camp has one advantage over lewport News, i t i s so near th© Fort that 
we can get anything we want without d i f f i c u l t y . There i s only one battalion be­
sides our own. It Is Roberts heavy Art'y designed to garrison the Port and i f I 
am not mistaken, i t was raised about Phil a. 

Give my love to a l l the family and write a l l about Aunt M's new house. 
I hope you w i l l be able soon to offer the children ocular evidence that you have 
a son, an of f i c e r , i a the "Zavous" as an Irishman called us. 

Prom a l l I can learn, Poster is in a nice scrape in H.C, If this storm 
had not come i n time to help him out, he had 1,500 men surrounded by ten times 
their number and the water was so low that h i s guhboats could aot get up the river 
to help hi®. Gen'l P. was as friend of ours but I should be sorry to see him 
surrender l a that way. Gea. Bix i s l a command here but we of course neither see 
nor hear my thing of him. 

There i s nothiag to write about - week after week passes with the same 
routine of duty aad we seem i n danger of stagaating. The last two moaths have gone 
by very quickly sad I can scarcely believe that we have only one moath more to serve. 
If you go to B r i s t o l , f i a d out why aeither of my two l e t t e r s were answered, not 
that i t w i l l make any difference now but I would l i k e to know. I w i l l send you 
$50. this week;If I could collect some more debts, I would send more, but money i s 
not particularly plenty and my t r i p to Washington was rather expensive. I use fancy 
paper to show you how the boys get things up. It was brought out by one of Co. P*s 
men and i s generally used by the Regt. The envelope has a Zou, l i k e the one i n the 
corner of the paper. Write soon. 

Battery on Hansemond R. Va. 
April 15th, 1863. 

I have been so driven for a week that i t has been impossible for me to 
write. I am in command of three light 12 pdrs. and two 20 pdr. Parrott r i f l e s 
scattered i n thru different works. I burst one of my 20 pdrs. in a fight this 
morning but drove the rebs from their batteries. The General is pleased and i t 
is a l l right. We had a sharp fight but my f i r i n g was tooheavy for them. I have 
been s t i r r i n g them up a l l the afternoon and expect to have them come back tomorrow. 
It has rained a l l day and I am soaked with mud and water but a l l sound as yet. 
Write soon. 



Pt. Calhoun, Apr. 13th, 1363. 

I am s t i l l in command of Jay battery in position opposite the rebels and 
write to say I am a l l right yet. Gen'l Getty complimented me for my work the 
other day by naming a new work battery "Morris". Love to a l l . 

Battery Stevens on Bansemond B, 7a. 
April 2Srd, 1863. 

Bow for a good long l e t t e r to t e l l yon of the doings of your beloved son 
since his arrival at Suffolk, fe were ordered from Camp Hamilton a week ago, last 
Friday night, landed at Portsmouth on Saturday morning and marched to Suffolk that 
ni^bt - 25 miles. Lt. Col. Kimball was shot by Corcoran that ni^at. On Monday 
we garrisoned f t . Kansemond and I had the pleasure of throwing some 18 pdr shot 
into a rebel l i n e advancing down the Summerton load. The next day Gen'l Getty 
sent ae with my company to take charge of tw© guns in Fort. Montgomery and i n 
Ft. Halleck. I stayed there one night and the next day took 18 men, leaving th© 
rest i n Fort M. with a Lieut, and took charge of two 20 pdr. Parrotts, which we 
placed that night in a masked battery (Battery Kimball) directly opposite a rebel 
battery of five guns. At daylight a light battery below me opened on the rebels 
to draw their f i r e . As soon a* I discovered th© position of their pieces, I opened 
and after three hours of pretty sharp work, silenced them. On© of my 20 pdrs. burst 
but did not hurt anyone. The Gen'l stood near me through i t a l l and was much pleased 
He named a new battery, Battery Morris, i n compliment. I stayed at Battery Kimball 
two days and was then ordered to the point opposite t© which the rebs had a battery 
that annoyed our gunboats. The morning after ray arrival they opened from a fresh 
place but we shut them up i n about an hour. 

It was determined to land some troops on the other side and try to cut off 
the rebel battery and as a preliminary, I opened a hot f i r e for over half an hour 
and then the 89th B.T. and 8th Conn, were landed and by a b r i l l i a n t move captured 
the whole party and five guns. Gen'l Getty complimented me in orders. He told me 
that the rebel commander informed him that my f i r e was s© heavy and well directed 
that he could not get a man to show his head or to work a gun and they l a i d so close 
that our troops were within a hundred yards before they were seen. 

Gen. Getty has offered to horse and equip the captured battery of two 
light 12 pdrs. and two 24 pdr. Howitzers and give l t t© me i f I will raise the man, 
which can easily be done out of the 3 yrs. men i n our Begt. He spoke to Gen. Halleck 
about l t when he was here and probably my commission will come from the President as 
Capt. of A r t i l l e r y and an independent battery. The General don't went me to leave 
the service and am under greater obligations to him than to any man out. He gave 
me these 20 pdr. r i f l e d guns, the best on the post, in preference to his regular 
officers and put me where a l l the work was to be done and I was bound to do it i n 
style. 

Give my love to ©11 the family. I hope to see you soon though I w i l l not 
probably be able to stay long. Write when you receive this to 9th Begt. H.T.7. 
Suffolk, Fa. It will reach me in due time. 

April 24th. A l l well and raining hard - nothing new except that Corcoran 

has gone out on a reconnoisance and will probably be scared back. 
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