New York, June Sth, 1860.

I received your last letter just after I had despatched mine and was very
glad to get it. 1 went to Bristol on Saturday and left yesterday (Tuesday) in
the 12 M, train. I had a very pleasant trip as I went over via Amboy in thru
Stockton., I made the scauaintance of a Philadelphia merchent, Mr, ¥, C., Elliegon
a very gentlemanly old men - knew Uncle David and John A, and a2 mumber of other
acguaintances of mine, as he used to vislt a relative named Barker at Neshaminy.

I found Arthur down with & fewver but he was better before I left. Mary
end the rest ere very well. Morris exvects to be admitted this week I think.
Uncle J. ig looking better than ususl, I went to see Mr. Perkine. Mary is at
home' and does not loek well. They all inquired very affectionately after you.

I rowed up to Mr. Landreth's on Monday - dined there and took Miss Barnet boating
meking altogether a six mile row. They are tearing down the rear wing of their
honse and sre going to rebuild it handsomely. Mr. and Mre., L. seemed glad to see
me. I had some of their strawberries. ¥Without exaggeration some of them are as
large as "Morris Whites" and deliecious. Leo a2nd Johnny go riding constantly.
Johmmy hng a new pony and he is very proud of it.

Mrs. Myers at last azcoounts was some worse. They have not commenced on
the house yet ss they are walting for Mr, Plerson's plans. It is a very pretty
place. A new railroad is about to be built to Newtown =nd will strike the P. & T.
RR. at the sand pits - opposite Schaffer's Lane on Uncle J's ground. Sam %harton
is to be the engineer to build it. The route waes surveyed last week - it will be
2 sreat benefit to the interior of Bucks County.

I met Mr. Dupuy at the Burlington Statiomn. He was golng to Fhilsdelphia
on the train I got out of. I talked to him a little, he had been to see a friend's
family in Burlington and would call on Mary scon. He &lso inquired after you.
Prof. Mshan of the Theologlcal Seminary went to Burlington in the same train -
the Bighop was at the cars to meet him. He smoked all the way on the Stockton.
e wvent outside thru the Narrows, a delizhtful trip. Morris says Deflitt has
given up his profession szltogether and he don't mow what hss become of him.
%&hﬂh and I went to B. yesterdsy afterncon at four o'clock so I did not see
m before they left. Morris ceme 28 far as Princeton wlth me expecting to meet
"‘ﬁ them on the morning line.

3 I only sleep in the store ocecasionelly when Fowler wente to 2o out end I

«+- 7ot my mesls at home with Mre. M. I like boerding there much better than I
expected to. They ore very kind tho it is rather lonely there. Give my love %p
ell at Oakland., Uncle J. was mmch interested in the map and said he would come up
there this sunmer. I saw Mr. and Mre. Scott and Oliver and Harriet and the trip

4§ did me good, frite to me soon and tell me how you sre. I am so sorry that you

vd two more chills. If you think that the climate is at 21l chilly, come down
M iBnd go to Long Igland where you always pick up so fast.

I expect a letter tomorrow at farthest.



Hew York, Sept. 14th, 1860.

I received your letter on 7ednesday and was so bugy thst I could not read
it till evening, "aving 80 many people's work to attend to. I =m employed from
early mornlngs till ebout 12 ('clock every night. TYour pin is 211 ssfe. lirs.
Morris found it in her room, tho how it ceme there is beyond my knovledge - so
you can be eonsoled by kmowing that it did not share the fete of your $10.

I have seen Abrsham but once since Sunday. Thay are all well end the
house seems much pleasenter when full than it did three weeke ago. ' wish you
could come on here to etey. Perhape we can manage it yet, but it takes e =ood
deal of provender juet now to keep the machine runming, ¥rite to me socon end I
will answer your letter a¢ suvon 28 I ean. This rush cannot last much longer and
then we shall be comparatively dull again. I saw Geo. Dunning only for s moment.
He is looking well, it wss very thoughtful in him to come and see me before going
to Germantown. Eliza heare from Bristol but as it is not my custom to ask many
questions, I don't know any of the news and Elizs is not very commumicative.
Josle has commenced going to Spingler but how long she will keep it up, can't be
paid, If I h=d the ticket I would kmock off work early on Saturdey end go to
Bristel to shoot reed bird but I have had no time to write to you to send it
before. I do mot recollect Mrs. Seldener at all, but can reeasll the Dr. dietinctly

Mr, Qushing hes arrived and wente me to settle an account with = customer
so I mist closge this.

New York, Sept. 18, 1860,

At last I heve 2 1ittle leisure to write to you. As ususl sbout this
time there is = lull in tresde and we have time to get s decent night's rest. Cn
Sunday I went to Meth. Chureh in the morning end in the evening to the Memorial
which let out in time for me to walk home with ¥liza and J. I have a good breskfas
now before leaving home which is s necessary arrangement as I have seldom been sble
to dine before five o'eclock in the efternoon for two weeks psst. Cughing went to
Providence on Saturday and will return tomorrow. He has been sick for a day or twe
and began to get seared sbout himself.

Dick is as usual, He talks nothing but Dougles now-e-desys. I suppose
beceuse FPape Brongon iz one of the big men of the party. It seemed dull on -
without you up at the ouse, more so since E. & J. have returned than before
I wae slone. Hachel wee in the other dsgy end inguired very affectionstely ~fte
‘mu. She is to be in town for some time. Write to me ss soon as you receive t

" if it resches you in time for you to write so thet I can get the ticket by
e, send it to me. I may be in Bristol on Saturday but it is very
*nber me to Aunt M. and the rest. Are EHmily and Mary going to
winter. James, our Tennepsee szlesman, knowe the Tunninge snd
“lace well. He says there is fine society thaere.
for m to be sble to drive my pen over the peper without
ks well or not after writing steadily sll day on the books.

iln, torchlight, Wide Awake parade the other night. It was
four thousand in uniform and every man with s torch.
th fire. There wee & Union Meeting at the Cooper Institute
L attended but the general impreesion here seems to be that
-keg place, Lincoln will be elected. I hope so.

+ w0 write so T will close now and it is time to shut up



Newport News, June 6th, 1881,

fe heave just arrived after 2 quick and plessant passage from H.Y. We had a
glimpse of the Sewells Pt. Battery, passing it within smunshot, but were not favored
with any notice. All our men =re in good spirits and eager to meet the enemy and
have borne all the discomforts of the trip with great cheerfulness. We lay a day
and two nights in N.Y. harbor before starting. Direet - Care Col. R. C. Hawkins,
9th Regt. N.Y.V. with my renk of course prefixed - Lieut. The man that will take
cherge of this is now gzoing %0 good-bye.

I will »rite 22 scon ae I can after going ashore.

*

Camp Butler, Va.
Mondsy morning, June 10, 1881,

At last we are in camp on southern goil at Hewport Hews, sbout 10 milee from
t. Yonroa. One Vermont, one Massachusetts and two N.Y. regiments sre here besides
ourgselves. They have thrown up a strong breatwork around their camp, while we are
encamped on the outside. OUn landing here on Saturday, the men went to work with =
will and in about three hours we had the camp laid out, the tente pitehed and our
stores brought up from the steamer. We slept gquietly that night end Sundsy we sent
out seouting perties, one of which had a briush with the enemy. I toock & squad out
sbout six miles from camp but we met with no troops. The farm houses are all
deserted, everything moved exscept generally a few negroes. ¥We moved the cemp to
2 less exposed position in the afternoon, on the bank of the river, and last night
onr plekete were sttecked snd the regiment wes under arme twice during the night.

An expedition of 2,000 men and a battery of flying artillery left the camp
last night and took the rosd to Yorktown. We expect to hear from them today as
the seceselioniste are in forece there, There ie & battery of four Columbiane on a
bluff in the camp sbout fifty rode from where I write end the Harrlet Lane is at
anchor &t the dock e0 that we ere secure from any stteck from that side. There are
two rebel betterieg in sight on the other side of the river sbout 5 or 7 miles off,
too far to trouble us any. The Captain, lst. Liééut. and myeelf have a tent to
ourselves and we get along very well; considering that this is our first experience
in camp life, the men fall into the duties very sulokly. We astonished the
Vermonters by the rapidity with which our tents went up and the style of bringing
up the stores from the ship. The men drew up the carts at a double quick step end
a cheer over the rough pleces. They say they were here & week before being zs
comfortable re we were in one day.

Give my love to Aunt 5. snd all the family. I think of them often and some-
times wish that I could exchange this hot Virginis sun for the @ool breezes of
Seneca lLske, Write to me immedistely and address, care Col. R. L. Hawkins, 9th
Regt. W.Y.V. Cemp Butler, Ve. ¥We had a delightful trip down on the Marion. I was
not at 211 seasick, the only difference perceptible was the enormous increase in
my appetite which could be easily assusged for the living was very good on board.
My heavy flannel shirts are very comfortable zs exceot on parade I geldom wear a
coat, Our regiment hag met with universsl commendstion both in the eity snd in
camp. You have probably seen the Tribune acecount of our departure. I saw lirs,
Morris on 5th Avenue and also the Migses D. They were just opposite where we were
halted to receive the colors and I had a pleasant chat, Geo. Swain walked down
pome digtance with me and the whole force of the store was drawn up in line to
cheer me. Mrs. Hez. King wes down too. Do let me hear from you and send me
your photograph. If you send it to George Swain, he will forward it.



2

Our boys captured = small derkey in the woods yesterday 2nd presented him
to the officers a8 & servant and we find him very useful. ¥e christened him
"Rikers Island" in opposition to another Co. who called theirs "Hoboken'.

I hear camnon shot off north and think it comes from the party who went out
last night and the Lieut. Colonel has just ordered us to hold ocurselves in resdiness
to turn out at = moment 's notice so I will elose this, bat will write again.

Comp Butler, Kewport Hews, Va.
June 15th, 1861.

1 heve weited snxliougly to hesr from you but heve not yet received = line
elthough others are receiving letters every fday. We are still in camp here &snd
have very little to break the monotony of the life. Our scouting parties go out
every day and bring in things left in the deserted housee that add very matérislly
to our comfort, in the shape of chairs, desks, books and other luxaries, not to men-
tion the geeee, chickens, swine, ete.

You probably read the smeccount of the fizht at Bethel. It was mich exagserated
in the papers, e2ll exeept the retreht of our troops, which was shameful. Our regi-
ment was not engaged but on heering the firing we went out and arrived in time to
agt as 2 rear guard. Hed it not been for thie, 50 cavalry could have cut all the
Steuben regiment to pleces. They were straggling along the road by twos and threes
and our companies had to drive them home, like a flock of sheep. Our grestest loss
wae Lieut. Greble. On going into the fizht, when he saw the plan of attack or
rether, the want of plan, he ssld that his 1ife was sacrificed. Our men are be-
coming accustomed to the work and they live like o0ld campaigners. It is now about
half an hour after sunrise and the camp fires are all going and the boys at work
cooking bresicfast. They live well too, besides the government ratiops of salt beef
and pork, coffee, flour, sugar, ete. they cateh quantities of fish, erabs snd oysters
to make out a meal and if they have anything extra nice they send s dish in to their
officers. The health of the camp is very good, having no sick on hand, excert
slight cases that do not amount to anything.

The secessionists sbout here are very quiet. Our parties scour the country
g0 thoroughly that they heve not come near our pickeis for two nights. Col. Fhelps
of the Vt. Regt. is Commander of the post and he entertains = high opinion of us.
He esys our sentries are 80 watchful and sherp thet a mosquito could not come near
the camp without giving them the alarm. Our men do not look like the well appointed
troops who marched down Brosdway a little more than g week ago. The uniform here
gonslsts of the Havelock or 2 wide brimmed straw hat, a grey shirt end a pair of
pantaloong. The full uniform ie reserved for parades and special occasions. My
heavy grey flennel shirts are exactly what is needed and sult me very well if there
wes only another one of them, for washing is very hard to get done in this country.
Athough I like this rough kind of 1ife very well, much better than anything I have
tried yet, etill I would give 2 good deal to spend an hour or two in New York once
in 2 while. From 9 A.M. to 4 P.M, the sun is so hot thet we can do but little
besides lying #n the shade and reading. BEven that soon becomes very much like work,
end then I begin to think how pleasant it would be to see some friends agein.

Give my love to all the femily st Oaklands end tell H. that I was very
sorry that I d4id not see him the last time he was in the eity and t&ll me what
regiment the Geneva Compeny 18 in., Perhaps they might come down this wey and it
would be pleasent to meet some of my scqusintances. How did you find Uncle Jemes.
Hes he recovered the use of his limbs sufficiently to get out of the house? How
he would like this country, splendid land without a stone in = field., In fact the
boys say the hardest things they can find sre the crackers that they are fed with.
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iod the climete is so warm and plessent. Our camp wgs pltched in = wheat field that
wine almost ready for the eradle but it was soon tramped flat by some 800 feet travel-
“ng thra it in all directions. It seemed & sin to spoll so much gfain but there are
hundreds of aeres of grain on the deserted ferms that will probsbly rot for the want
of soumeone to ecut it,

. I thenikt ‘unt. S. very much for her invitation to make that my home in case
of wounde or sickness but hope that I will not be dbliged to accept it on thet
sccount., Tell Susen that we plek up sll sorts of correspondence in the ferm houses
and some love letters, one of which was & very rich one, If I can get it from the
men who has it, I will send it to her for = sample of the southern style.

Our tent hss an arbor in front msde of pine boughs where we sit in the heat
of the day and eat, thereby keeping the flies and dirt out of the tent. I hear a
report that there is to be an attack on the Sewells Pt. Battery today. In that
cage we will have a good vlew of it from the beach as the sttack will be by water
and the whole place is in plain sight, I intend writing to Uncle John tomorrow to
let them know how we are situasted here. Do let me hear from you immediztely. It
malkkes me feel badly to have comrades receiving letters and mine do not come. If you
hear anything from .Y, sbout any of our friends, write to me for I have no means
of hearing from them, I wish that my old linen eost had been in my valise for we
don't pretend to dress in uniform and that would be very comfortable. Flease pumk
put some stemps in your next for there are none to be had in camp.

This is a long letter for me snd I have no more to write so adieun.

Camp Butler, Newport New
June 22nd, 1861. 6 A

1 received your precious letter yesterday but my duties as officer of the
guard prevented me from writing before. I have been up all night and most of the
time on foot, looking after my sentries, so that I don't feel much like writing
but muet do it so that you will get this by Monday. We have had no exeitement
since Sunday when I was out on a scouting party that did not accomplish anything.
We received word from Ft. Monroe the day before yeeterday that we were to be
gttacked that night and we slept ready for it, but awtke in the morning at revellle
without having been disturbed. We heard heevy guns fired in the direction of
Sewells Pt. last evening. I hope they have shelled out that hornet's nest.

We are patiently welting for & fight of some sort and it is the genersl
opinion that we will be gratified soon. Our camp life is very dull =nd as I have
little resding, my time hangs heavy sometimes as we do nothing between 9 A.M. and
6 P,M. except dine on gccount of the heat. I get & real Virginia hoe ceke sometimes
from the darkies when I am out foraging. The women mix and beke me one very readily
end they form 2 pleasant variety when accompanied by a glass of milk.

Wirite to me soomn. I look so anxiously for letters. Give my love to all
the famlly. Geo. Swain has indeed been a brother to me. I will write agein when
domiciled in my own tent instead of the guard tent.
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Camup Butler, Newport Baws Va
Sunday, June 23rd, 1861.

I wrote you & few lines yesterdsy intending to write more fully ‘today
but different thinge have occurred to prevent me and it is now after "tattoo”
that I commence. This has been the first quiet Sunday we have had here, the firsf
wee occupied in moving our camp; and the second I was out on & scouting perty
elmost all day, We had an inspection parade this morning snd afterwards marched
to a farm house near the camp and attended divine service. The Chaplain stood
en the porch and the Companies were drawn up under the trees with arms stacked
and the men seated on their knapsacks. It wae rather plcturesque snd I have
often regretted my inability to sketch similsr scenss. The James Hiver was in
full sight, the house being only a few rods from the edge of the bluff, and the
secessioniste on the other slde could have sesen us plainly with glasses. After
gervice I strolled down the river for a mile and lounged sbout till supper and
retrebt parade at sundown, then a swim #n the selt water and my faculties are
clear for writing a letter to you.

I was out in commend of = foraging perty last week and we brouszht in
gome cattle. One fat ox wae rannins with the herd and hed been fired st twice
=ithout success with mmekets, when I put 2 ball from my revolver into his head
Just sbove the eye. That dropped him in hig tracks snd we had him butchered and
ready to put on our cart in 20 minutes. It was a crack shot and astemished the
boye who had not seen me shoot before.

Our movements are very uncertain, From one source we hear that our
baggege wagons have arrived at Ft. Monroe and from another that we are to make
this camp our quarters for the next four months. If any advence is made on
Richmond or Yorktown, we shall probably be there in the fromt, but the old heads
in power keep all their plane quist till they are ready to aect snd them all we
have to do 1s to cbey orders.

Yours ie the second letter that has come inquiring whether I am the
Iieut. Morris mentioned in General Butler's despatch and agein sm I compelled to
enswer that it wae some other man. My company was detailed to cover the retreat
but we had no howitzers and the order did not come from General Eutler. The
New York Express has hed some capital letters from our camp in it, their corres-
pondent lived with us and geemed to prefer our quarters to those of any other
regiment in camp.

Geo. Swain has written to me once. He told me he had sent the
picture to you but seid it wes not a very good ome. What do they think of it
at Osklands? We shall probably be ebliged to adopt the U.S, uniform for the
officers when this wears out or perhsps before. It is not as comfortable as
this but is very goed. Our pay hase not yet arrived except for the 11 days that
we were in the State Service before being transferred to Uncle Sem. ¥hen he
will "Come Down" we don't know, but are in hopee it will be soon. There is now
a stesmboat running daily between here =nd Ft. Monroe that secures to us a mail
svery fday. I hope scon to be able to make a trip down on her end will tell you
how they manage things in thet now celebrated fort, upon vhich our foothold in
this part of Ve. depends in a great measure.

T often think of Ogklands and would give a considerable sum to be
there for = little while. We get so lazy doing nothing all day that when we
go back north, if we ever do go, the government will hsve to provide for us to
keep ue from the poorhouse. O&ive my love to sll the family snd say that they
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may look for me as soon after the war is over as the cers will caerryme to them
for it 1e the only place that seems at 2ll like home to me now. Morris wanted

/ the position of Major in a Pennsylvania Regiment. If he gets it, I pity the

- regiment for he kmows nothing of military matters and that is not the position
in which he csn learn fast, He had better be content with a position like mine.
I em expecting a letter from Bristol daily. I wrote to Uncle J. but some of the
rest will answer it of course. Don't neglect to send me your photograph ss soon
as you can. You can meil it essily but be sure to put the full address om all
your letters for there is & 9th N.Y. Militia Regiment at Washington end I have
no doubt they get some of our letters as we do their's, although direeted to
Washington. Write to me moon - you don't know how precious letters from home
-E-r-l

Camp Butler, Newport News, Va,
June 27th, 18360,

I received your letter and Sugan'e on Tuesday but as I had written
oenly the day before, I postponed snewering until todsy in hopes thst there would
be something for me to write about, but nothing very specisl has turned up except
that last night efter tattoo, Col. Betts sent for me end on arriving at his tent
he informed me that I was appointed Commander of our artillery corps consisting
of 22 men snd 2 fleld pleces, the ssme ones that Lieut. Greble worked at Bethel.

- It is & post of honor amd although it does not change my rank at present, yet if
we form s permanent howktszer corps, I shall probably be promoted to a higher
position. My men are picked and if we zee fight will stand by their guns.

Our cemp life goes on as ususl, very quietly and dull. Company B.
have a fine piano that they borrowed in the country and as we have no leck of
t good players, its keys are often in use., I heard from Mliza the other day - she
wrote me a long letter, but little news. Oeo. Swain also writes. I expect =
letter from him today. The package from Mreg, Morris contzining a blue shirt and
linen coat has just arrived. They came in very good time and she has made ma a
good shirt. Tell Susan I will write to her soon. My duties mxw as Captain of
artillery consume more of my time than our reguler drill did. There ie nothing
of interest golng om and it ie difficult for me to write even a short letter.

They are mounting s rifled cannom at our battery and expect to be able
to throw ghell over to Pigs Pt. =nd stir up the next of secessioniets there. It
is mail time end I will send this now and write again by Sundsy. Write to me soon,
it does me so much good to receive your letters. Do send me the photograph in your
next, I will risk the looks of it. Oive my love to Aunt S. and to all the family.
How do they get along with the farm? Is there any show for paying for it? Love
to 2ll and excuse this short letter.
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Camp Butler, Hewport News, Va.
Monday, July lst. 188l.

Fardon me for not writing secording to my promise on Sundsy but it wes a
bugy day here. Four inspections occupied the day and gave us little leisure time.
We captured four of the New Crleans Zouaves, the crack regiment of the C.S.A.
They did not sppear to be anything extraordinaery and if they are a fair sample I
think we can whip them. They renorted 2,600 more within six miles but Col. Fhelps
would not let Col. Betts take our men out, much to the disgust of officers and men.
The Col. does not give the Hew Yorkers a fair show, the Vermonters have 211 the
fun there is to be had. My artillery corps progress admirably and if can get =
battery of howitzers, your son will be somebody., Our rifled cannon is mounted
and yesterday they pitched some shell seross the river but only thru just enough
to try the range. It commands three of the rebel batteries and I think tomorrow
we mey rout some of them from their nests.

I was very glad to receive your letter, the mall here is so irregulsr and
our letters often miscarry. Several sre due me anl they have probably gone to
gome other reglment, perhaps the 9th H.Y.S.M. I envy you the cool mir and baths
of Clifton. It would be pleasant to have them here sometimes when we feel like
melting. But we have the most gorgeous sunsets I ever beheld. The sun setes
apparently in the river and it is =lmost ag magnificent as & sunset at sea. Dr,
Humphreys ie & Philadelphis and knows the MeClellang - Ely and gome of the others
and several more of my acqualntances. e is & pleasant men and I think a goed
physiclan. I see by the papers that Col. Montgomery's Regt has gone to Washington.
I hope they come here, it would be pleasant for me.

The gunboat Mt. Vernon threw a shell or two into = body of cavalry sbout
1& or 2 miles sbove camp, Jjust beyond our picket, and scattered them. They probably
intended to meke a dash in on us but missed it this time. It was only an hour or
two ago. Our men need a fight to make them look on war in its serious aspect.
They have fallen into camp life so naturally that it seeme like play to them -
they have #n eesier time than most of them have been sccustomed to snd get laszy
and dull from nothing to de. Our living is & little improved too since the
arrival of a store ship at the dock. We have butter, spices, plckles, lemons,
oranges, etc. that we could not get before and which add much to our comfort. If
we stay here till next fall, as some sppear to think,we will be able to try some
of the Virginia sweet potatoes for they have almost miles of them planted 211
around the nelghborhood - but I scarcely thinmk the enemy will leave us in pesnce
that long.

Write to me soon, your letters are enxiously looked for and I wes gquite
diseppointed at not receiving your pieture in the last. Try and send it next time.
Remember me to Aunt S, and all the family. I hope to see them all agein end that
Mr. H. will be =ble to walk when I return. Eliza's letter was characteristic -
full of her love for the brave soldiers who went out to fizht for their country
ete. and in contrast was Josie's remark that she thought me very foolish to go
where my life was in denger., Eligs followed the remark with z wigh that J..hsad
more patriotism. Morris is yvet waiting for a commission. If he wants to go, why
don't he go and gzet on., The Hass. regiment is to leave soon, thelr three months
being up, end a N.Y. regt 1ls to take their place. In that csse we hope to have
e N.T. Brigadier Gen'l ond then we will have some show for 2 fromt seat in a
battle or scout. We hed a plano in camp but in sccordsnce with an order from Gem'l
Butler to report all property found in the country, it wae deemed advissble to return
it, mueh sgainst the wishes of some of ocur good players. Ve are obliged to fall bask
on violins and small instruments. TYou mme* not expect many long letters ss we le
very #ull 1ife here ar' ve but 1i+*" -—"%e about. Do write soon.
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Camp Butler, Hewport Hews, Ve.
July 5th, 186l1.

I did not ummch expect last year to spend the "Glorious Fourth"” om the
sacred soil of Virginia, especizlly in the character of = sdldier andi an invader,
but 211 thinge considered, we managed to pass the day very plessantly. We heard
the sslute fired at Ft, Monroe at daybreak and after a morning drill, in which I
did not participate, thinking that it was a desecration,of the day, we fighed,
visited and loafed till 12 M. when we had a dress parade and a2 national salute
fired from our Columbians. This closed the exercises for the day and each one
made himgelf as comfortable as possible. We have 2 fine band in camp now. The
Mags men have left, their three monthe' time having expired, snd Col. Allen's
Eegt from H.Y. hes taken their place. The men are & hard set but we have little
to do with them. The Senior Captain wae & member of our old corps snd seemed =lad
to renew the acquaintance. I think that the F.Y.Z's have furnished more officers
theh any corps of the same slze in the country - chows the kind of stuff we were
made of,

We were slightly in hopes of an attack lest night se the enemy would
suppose our men too much overcome by the 4th to repel an attack. They would have
found their mistake, however, for I did not see a msn drunk in the whole camp.
Hel Linton wrote me & very kind and friendly letter the other day snd I shall
have to enawer it soon., My artlllery corps is progressing finely, the men like
the drill snd as soon as our own guns come they will be ready to go out with them
under my commend, when I hope to have them de good service.

Spturday:- I was interrupted yesterday by = summons to go out with my
compeny on & march to cut off s corps of the enemy who were about ten miles out.
Company F. went out last Thursdsy night on a scout and about 5 o'eclock yesterday
morning met 2 body of the enemy in smbush. They fought very brisikdly for a few
mimtes and our boye succeeded in killing two of their officers and some men, when
a body of cavalry came down the road and as our force was only 25 men, it was
donsidered advisable to withdraw. None of our troops were killed. Immediately
on theilr return to camp with the news, Col. Betts set out #ith five compsnies of
ours nd three of the Vermont Regt for the scene of action and appointed me to
command the advance guard, We marched some 12 miles out without meeting the
enemy. They had evidently rétired in haste from the mumber of blankets and other
things we picked up on the road. Ve came at last to cavelry picket and my boys
drove them in snd afterward with ten men I remained sn hour in sight =nd almost
within ghot of sbout 40 of the enemy snd the battsalion had gone asnother way,
leaving me unsupported, but they were too gomething to attack us.

#hile we were out Bemretary Cemeron wsze in cemp. We heard the guns fired
for the selute. The gunboat Mt. Vernon cooperated with us and shelled a house
and the woods where the enemy were, My advanced zuard was at one time within
300 yde of where the shells were bursting. It mskes one feel a little queer to
hear them whizzing like a railroad train over your head. I visited s house inside
their plcket with two men and found it had been used for a hospital for the wuu.nm
of the morning, but they had left before our arrival Sunday morning,

I hsd hoped to get thisg letter despatched before this but was called off
ggain yesterday to teke out a foraging party from my compsny asnd on my return was
too tired to write. It ralned in torrente last night but our tent 1z a2 dry as
can be. It is floored snd carpeted and the ground on which it stends is elevated
a foot above the surrounding soil to ched the watér which runs into s ditch dug
around the tent for that purpose. Your letter dated the 2nd. ceme yesterday and

although I was dissprointed at not seeing your photograph inside, I shall certal
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look for it in your next. You do mot ssy how you are enjoying yourself at Osklands
or whether you sre happy there., Hal Linton gaid they all wanted to see you at
Brigtol. Eliga was the only one who had the decency to snswer my letter and ss I
heve written to her since, she will probably be my only correspondent out of the
family. The Bristol people do not like to write letters from Uncle Joe down.

We seem as yet to be fixed here and have no idea as to when we will move.
The rumors that any compromise will be made are generally hooted at snd of ceurse
the desire in camp is to fight it out. Comgress will probably do something either
to prosecute the war with more vigor or to mske some peace arrangement. OUne of
our men was shot accidentelly by & mumsket in the hande of a comrade. The bullet
struck him in the left side and the wound is not considered very dangerous. It is
the second accident of the kind we have had end considering the carel essness of
the men it is strange that we have had no more. Give my love to all the family
and write me soon.

P,8. Would my letters reach you any sooner by sendins them to Geneval

Hewport News, Va.

, Your welcome letter containing the photograph arrived on Mondsy =nd
though I wrote on Bunday, I maet do eo0 egain to tell you how glad I was to recelive
it. The picture is & very good likeness and the more I look at it, the more it
locks like you.

The party that had the skirmish last week are reported to have shot Col.
Magruder, one of the best officers in the secession army. We know that some
officers fell end the negroes 2ll say today that it was him, I thought yesterday
that we would not see tonight without a2 battle. All the men-of-war had steam up
and were busy loading with shell end 21l sppesred to foreshadew a speedy and
extensive move in some guarter, but where, I know not. My artillery corps is now
the best in camp and with proper care I do not despalr of having guns soon for
ourselves. The Lieut. Col. is in favor of it snd so are most of the officers, if
not ell.

You must excuse this serawl - it is after 9 p'eclock and I am some tired for
the mercury wes sbout 109 in the shade, at least it was yesterday snd I think that
today has been equally hot. We have =z cooling swim in the James in the evening
that does much to recruit our energies. The gunboat Daylight threw some shell into
a battery on the other side today. It is becoming e fregquent occurence now and
at the sound of heavy guns we all go to the bank of the river to watech the perform-
ance. Company A. returned after 24 hrs absence this afternoon. They had a narrow
escape from being cut to pieces but came home without having 2 man killed.

I think of you often and would like to be at Rose Hill a 1ittle while,
though I think on the whole that this life suits me as well as any other and
certainly ie mach better than the rag trade. The night is dark end eloudy and I
think it will rain before morming. These Virginia rains generally come down hard
when they do come - we have had experience of several., On my next campaigm, if I
live to make one, I ghall know what things are necessmry to take with me and will
be able to fit out at lees expense much more completely then I did this time. Write
me soon, the letters teke elx days tocome sometimes end it makee the time seem long
between them. OGive my love to all the family and tell Susan I will write to her
goon,
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Camp Butler, July 1l4th, 1861,

S8ince writing you lagt there hag been little of interest golng on here.
I went to Fort Monroe on Thursday and spent the day, reamed over thet noted fortress,
saw the big Floyd 2nd nion guns and the other curiosities of the place and returned
in the evening feeling more content with Camp Butler than vhen I started in the
morning. It would be a great nuissnce for us to be obliged to go sbout all day in
our good clothes =nd white gloves, after the free end ezey style of sghirt =nd pents
that we indulge in here. We had & vigit from Gen'l Butler this morning and fired
gome shells from our rifled zun into the eneny's battery on the other side in honmor
of theoccasion.

My toe wes 2 little troublesome this morning and I did not sttend Divine
Bervice but went to hear the fighting Chaplain of Col. Allen's regiment this evening
at retreat parsde. He is an eloguent spesker snd the fine band pleyed some sacred
airs very beautifully. Onsce I thought I was at home in churech. The Chaplain was
at Gt. Bethel =nd was fired at by a compeny of the enemy while he took a sketeh of
the works. (One ball pessed through his casp and snother struck between his feet,
the latter he dug out end sent to hie wife. I have vigited him in his querters,
which are near my drill ground for artillery, snd he read me one or two letters that
he i3 writing to his wife with the intention of publishing at some future day. They
are vritten in & very agreeable style and his reflections ete. are well and grace-
fully brought in.

On the day I received your last letter with the second piecture, which by
the way 18 not =0 gZood ma the first, Susen I guess selected the best - one letter
eame from Aunt Mery snd one from Geo., Swain containing a handeome grey havelock
made for me by Miss Iigzie Pexson., iunt K. says all are well at Germantown and
wants me to write to Mary, she would like much to heer from her soldler cousin. It
is fortunate that I have s0 much time or my increasing correspondence would swallow
up all my leisure moments.

It is in contemplation to raise our regt. to 1,000 men. In that case some
officers will have to go to N.Y, to recruit, but there is no chance for me. The
German regt. sent out s company on Friday who had a brush, losing some 17 men in
all, killed wounded and prisoners. They don't fight as our beys do. When at Ft.
Monroe I went to the noted Hygeia Hotel, now partly occupied as a military hospitel.
It is delightfully cool there, the house being of wood with 2 lovg plaszza and plenty
of trees all arcund it, but what other attraction 0ld Point Comfort could have eas a
wvatering place, I can't see. There ig no sarf and out of the immediate vieinity
of the fort, the soil is barren and sendy snd the weather intensely hot in summer,

I met 2 ¥r. Robinson of N.Y. today. He is on a visit to all the ceamps - a
lawyer by profession snd a very intelligent gentlemanly man, has t{ravelled much in
Europe and here and is now waiting here for = chance to see s fight and participate
in it with some of our scouting parties.

Write me soon. I look for letters much more anxiously tham I did at school.
Oive my love to all.
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Oamp Butler, July 19th, 1861,

I wag much surpriesd on ressiving your letter todsy to find that you had
Been long without one from me. I heve made 1t a polnt t0 write twice & ®esk, on
Bundey erl fednesdsy, snd thie im the first week that I have feiled in doing so, _
But I heve been officer of the gnerd snd have been on other duty thet hne vocupied
my time eo mueh that I could not write before. Bubt you muset mot get Be worried if
my letters do not mzrive on time for at least thres, 1f not more, that 1 hove
written to others, heve Tslled to resch thelr dextlnation. 0Gac. Swsln wrote me
seying that he had heard from you ifnquiring sbout me. I wae sorry thet you wrote
te him ae he thinks that I do not write to you ag I ooght and da.

We have not baen doing anything epsciel eince my last. There sesmz to ba
e ptrange delsy in reinforcing Jam’'l Butler. He has brosps encugh to held Ft.
Wonroe and Hewport Hews Tt net enough to make s move and leave snough men 4o
gerrison these Lmportant reata. %o all =2t men sent to tzke our places while
we pueh en. ¥a are mors somforisbls now than we hove baen, hevlog drewn another
large tent from the U,5, thet we placed at the beck of ours and floored sil the
wey through, making two roome - one for esleeplng and the other for s parior,

The weaiher today has heen axceselvely hot snd st brigade drill the weter
ran off in streeme. Lest night it Tained all the time mnd Yelng offioer of the
ganrd, 7 wap aoaked through and went to slsep this morning in my wet olothes with-
it Fesling the slightest Inconvenionse. Tonight it 1le Yight anmigh to reaf outaids
snd the air im se mild and pleasmnt as can ba. It sedmp siTange to think thet you
gan be sitting by a fire shen we are slmgat meltizg in the heat. I il $ry to
write to Aunt Mary end te some other friends {ondight if sleep does not come too .
strongly on my ayelids after being up 211 lset night. There is posltively noihing
ko write sbout hers but I will zootlmas to write abomt svery three or four deya
even 1f I havae nothinzg to say snd do not becoms a0 worrled sbout my lotters, if
anything happened here you would ase it 1o the pepers four deys before = letter
from me would rsach youw.

Give @y love to all the famlly and write soon.

Camp Butler, July 21, 1881,

I write again 20 scon that 1n cege my last letier ghould not ressh you,
you may mot be so leng without o letter =nd besldes today {Sunday) is @y regular
letter day, though oy corrsapondsace has besn sostponed t111 late ln the eveming
from e variety of clroumstanoss,

Wo commenced by e reguler inspestion parade at 75 A.M, end I hed hardly
regaavared from thei and made mywelf, se I valnly thought, confortable for the day
by putting on o white ehirt and linen aost, when iha order ceme for 2 full drese
review imnediately to zratify eome females whom Gan'l Butler had brought up with
him from the Tort, Thiz involved = march of gbout & mile and & guartsr in o
bralling ean for our brigade of five regimenis mekse 2 good long llne and we wers
warm encugh by the tima 4{ wes over. I forgot to mention that after the morning
parade we mzrched te hear Divine Servisce end that brought ths second reviewx inte
the hest of the day ond then we had s dress parads this sevening at 6% o'clock.
That is what we omdkl work encugh for 2 quiet munday in g¢smp, Our brigede drills
ars very intereating., Ool. Phelps ocoamnands evary afterncon aend it ls a pretiy
atght to see sbout 4,000 wen going through with the evolutlona of the llne, like
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clockwork. What must it be with 30,000 troops of all arms, cavalry and artillery,
ag they have them on the Champe de Mars in Paris? We have had a great dezl of
rain lately end when it does rain here in "Pirginny" it comes down in torrents, but
our tents are g£ood and the drope on the canves are very lulling st night.

We have heard of the viectories in northern Va. and are anxious for a
fight here but we shall not probably have a chance yet for we have not troops
enough to make a2 move and as Col. Fhelps says we sgre doing more here than we think
for our small force holds 25,000 rebels in check at Yorktown and on the other side
of the James River snd they look st us and don't dare to make an attack. The Colonel
says our rifles have been ghipped from N.Y., and we hope soon to be in receipt of
thoge valusble articles. Lieut Col. Betts is in E.Y. reeruiting our Regt to 1,000
men. It is a good chance for men to join a Regt. slready in the field and not have
to wait and hang sround the City before being accepted.

Give ny love to all the family. I think of you often and wonld like
much to pay e short vieit to Oaklande but I don't think I would be long content
away from camp. Write me soon, I look snxiously for your letters.

Camp Butler, July 25, 1861.

Yours of the 20th arrived dey before yesterdsay snd we have so little to
merk the time that I thought that today wae Vednesday and will $ry to get this off
by an extra bost thet is going down to the Fort. All goes on as ususl here. We
are very much excited about the battle at Mansssae Junection. It was a hard time
for our troops if the reporte we hear are true znd we want an opportunity to wipe
out the disgrace. The rebels have been more sudacious since the fight and some of
our troops have been attacked while foraging. There is a report that our Regt end
Duryea's are to zo to Weghingbon but I don't believe it, we are want=d here.

I had 2 long letter from Eliza the other day. She is yet at Bristol.
Mery is going to Atlentie City but Elizas is not, all are well there. !

#e had en exeiting chasge after a schoomer that attempted to run up the l
river, btut our rifled gun was tco mich for her and she went in shore under cover
of a battery. Our rifles are at the Fort but Col. H. with his usuel obsiinecy, will
decline to receive them on account of some kink he has got in his head. He ig not
a popular officer. Col. Betts is in N.Y. recruiting yet but will probebly return
goon. One of the regular troops ies going to the Fort and I will get him to mail
this. FHe is waiting now and 1 must close. I am very well - write me soon. Love
to all.

P.§. I will write again Sundsy.



Camp Butler, July 30, 1861,

Again 1 was obliged to omit writing to you on Sundey as we were out on a
pzouting party from Ssturdsy evening. As ususl I wes appointed to the command of
the advance guard. ¥e lay 211 night in the fields near s house that we expected
would be vieited by the enemy's cavalry for the purpose of securing the negroes
there, but owing to an imprudence of the adjutant who commanded one detachment,
two guns were unnecessarily fired, thereby destroying sll chance for a fight and
todey (Monday) I am officer of the guard with the mercury at about 105.

The Scott ILife Guard have gome to Wsshington leaving only four regiments
here, but the sloop of war Dele ie sent up, probsbly zs & subetitute. Ye had &
fow ghote at 2 schooner full of men the other day and our rifled gumn at four miles
made her retire into 2 creek out of sight. There is little of interest here, we
have had two or three accidente from the careless use of firearms but nothing
serious., Benner, the boy from ocur Company who was shot inm the leg sometime ago,
ceme up from the fort yesterday. He cen welk with two canes s2nd is fast recovering.
Ve had s funeral on Thureday of a men who hae been sick & long time. We sent him
to H.Y, with & funeral escort. There are reports that we are to be drawn lnto
Fort Monroe and perhaps to go to Washington but there iz nothing certain. We are
very comfortable here end not anxious to change.

Hemember me to Aunt Susan end pll the femily and do not get worried about
my letters;if we go on g merch gwsy from here = letter mey be delayed s month.
You muet not think of going to Annepolis; it would do no good for I ecould go to
H.Y. 28 easy as there and a letter would take about the seme time to go. Write to
me soon and put in some more flower leaves - they remind me of the north. The
Mgnagsas affalr wes not so bad for us after all. Ve hope to be able to wipe it
out gome day. I have no more to write and my interruptione are so frequent I can
geareely finish thie.

Cemp Butler, July 31, 1861.

I received your last letter on Tuesday snd would have written immediately
but I have had some extrs duty to perform that kept me busy. There is positively
so 1ittle doing here that it seems foolish to sit down and commence writing on such
2 large sheet of peper, with the almost certainty of not being able to fill it.

Col. Phelps fully expected an attack lest night and we were on the zlert
and reedy to give the rebels a warm reception but they didn't come. I don't lmow
what information he had, but he seems to think thst we may be attacked any day now
and as he is sgbout the best officer in the Department, I should not wonder if he
was right. I have commend of two of the field plieces mounted at our angle of the
entrenchment snd my boys will try and mske them do good service. Gen'l Butler is
up todsy kmoeking in the heads of =11 the whiskey barrble thet he can find, at the
sutters and elsewhere, All the peckages sent to the men are opened at the Fort
and if they contain any liguor it is confiscated and drank by other parties than
those it was designed for, One of our boys found a lot of smbrotypes in a "secesh"
house and brouzht them into cemp. He gave me 2 good double ome of two of the
niggers, one with s violin =nd the other with a French horn. They are good ple-
tures end will make a pretty reliec of our stay on the sacred soil of Virginia.

One of our captains and a lieutenant ere in N.Y. on a siek furlough end
two other Lieuts. are on recruiting service with Lieut Col. Betts. The Colonel
is in Washington or Albany on business of the Department end so we are rather short
of officers, both of the field end line. Col, Hawicins will be commsndant of the
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post on his return as Col. Fhelps and his Vermontere expeet to leave on Monday for
home, though a considersble mumber of them will re-enlist in other regts. for there
ig a Tascination sbout this camp life thst drawe men to it =lthough it is rough end
dangerous. My correspondence has been mmch negleeted for 2 week or two and I have
some six or seven lettere to write, a buginess as you know that I de not much
faney, but people write to me and expect an answer always. Charley Swift sent me
a few lines the other day. He says they are all well but he don't know what he is
going to do. Business is at & complete stand-still and no prospect of anything
better. It ig a pity Charley is not more of 2 "militsire”. He could then find
employment eseily enough in these times, tho I am afraid the pay would not come
often enocugh for him as we have not touched 2 red of Uncle Sem's money since we
entered his service, btut hope to get some soomn.

five my love to ell the femily at Osklands, It would do me good to be
able to visit you for 2 day or two. Write to me soon mnd tell me if you have
heard from John A, Jones. 1 told Geo. Marrsy that you thought he was in N.Y.

end he wrote on to kmow sbout it. George mskes s good soldier and ie very much liked

by his officers, belng slwaye respectful and polite. I see him frequently now and
he plweye asks sbout you snd seemed very glad to hear thst you remembered him
enongh to send him news of Mr, J. and Mathilde. But it is now time for the mail
to closesnd this mast go. Write soon.

Camp Butler, Aug. 5, 1861.

I heve not time to write much this evening feeling rather tired. The
Vermmonters left this morning esrly end we have moved inside the breastwork to
take their place. Reveille wss beaten at about 3 o'clock this morning end at
B our tents were struck snd it took us till nearly night to prepare the ground
for pitching them inside. As I write & steamer has arrived, bringing Col. Carr's
Regt. of Albany. It is, if I misteke not, & poor regimemt, very much on the
order of Col. Allen's now here. It seems as if all the refuse troops were sent
here. We ere the only decent Regt. in this department. Gen'l Butler and Col.
Phelpe hold us up es models for imitstion and both think very highly of the
"wild boys" as we are celled. Did you see the notice conteined in the Ft. Monroe
letter in the Tribune of July 30th or Zlet.? It puffed our officers high.

I received your last letter on Sunday. They seem to come quite regularly
now. We expect 20,000 troops here and at the Fort in the course of a fortnight
end then we can look out for an advance, Write me soon., Give my love to all.

I shall write 2zaln Thureday.



Camp Butler, iug. 9, 1B61.

At lest we are partly over the trouble of moving camp end are somewhat
settled in our new quarters inside the entrenchments, tho it was a hard job to
clean and lay them out after the Vermonters who were sbout the dirtiest men in
cemp thet I kmow of., Col, Phelps ie mede a Brigedier General and we are glad
of it s he will remain in command of this oost.

We expected an attack last night and the Savannsh, 2 32 gun ship wae
moved up from the fort to assist us and they sent us two more field pieces to
protect the flanks. %e have not yet obteined our rifles but I think we will
egoon, ,Our pickets are 20 nesr the enemy that we can hear every beat of the drum
at revellle and tattoo, but I searcely think they have pluck enough to attaek us.

#ho do you think wrote to me the other dey? Mr, Rodgers of the Rose Hill
P.O0. You can tell him that I will write to him soon as I can fine time., Willie
Disoswesy has enlisted for the war. His mother and sisters are much distressed
about it xskw as he is opposed to all their family South in a csuse "of the right
and necessity of which we are not fully persuaded". Our boys are fairly spoiling
for a fight and 211 are anxious to wipe omt the Bulls Fun and Bethel, but the
enemy don't seem disposed to give us a chance, OCen'l Butler was up on Tuesdsy
and we threw about a dozen shelle seross the river to stir up Pigs Point, but they
laid quiet. The rebels burned Hampton night before last and then started to come
here but their minds changed on the roed and they went home again.

Don't be surprised to hear of sauy trouble in ocur Regt. for Col., H, is a
very unpopular officer snd having built up the e¢rack N.Y. Volunteer regt. we don't
like to see our reputation ruined by him. ZEveryone spesks highly of us =nd those
who know, see where the fault lies, but publie opinion is not always able to: judge
correct]ly. My correspondents, the mumber of whom is alerming, no less than three
being =dded this week, sre obliged to suffer just now for I have not writtem to
enyone but you for sometime, but will have to commence sgein soon.

Give my love to all the family snd tell them if we are to stay here long
I shall get a furlouszh to go on to N.Y. for s day or so. GSome six of our officers
have done so but my turn hag not come yet and will not for sometime being ae I em
next to the junior lieut. in our Regt. I have recelved sll your letters. The
flowers in the last reminded me of Osklands. I told Geo. Murray that you had
received & letter from Mr. Jones and that he was in this country and Geo. is
doing very well end mekes & good soldier., Write to me soon. Your letters have
been =0 patriotic lately that there has been but little news. We feel the
patriotiem here with the mercury at 100 and our clothes constantly wet with
perspiration.

Aagunst 25th, 1861.

I expected every day to go on to Bristol and to meet you there tut the
Col. did not seem ready ond at lest Gen. Wool has ordered all leeves of sbsence
to be stopped end I can't get off., I would have written before only expecting
gll the time to see you so soon and not knowlng whether to direct to Bristel or
Geneve, 28 your last letter wee written before the receipt of mine informing you
of my prospect for visiting Bristol.
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All has been going on as usual here and we have strong hopes of having
something to do soom as Gen. Wool has teken commend. He reviewed us today (Sunday)
end put the brigsde through some evolutions and commended our regt. highly. The
N.Y. papers have been stopped, except those that come by msil =nd we sre rasther
out of news from other parts c¢f the world but it don't trouble us much as we seem
to lose a great desl of our interest in outside affeirs from belng in denger con-
stantly ourselves. Tomorrow our Company snd two others start with a fleet to assist
in reducinz some fort along the North Carolina Coast near Hatteras-znd if sll that
I can learn of the expedition is true, we 2re likely to have & good sharp time of
it and have an opportunity of distinguiehing ourselves. Only 210 of us =nd a
detachment from Max Weber's regt. but don't believe =ny newspaper stories of it till
I write to you.

The weather is growing chilly st night snd while I am writing. a blanket
is very comfortable sbout the shoulders, tho the night is superb, the moon being
bright enough to read by. I send this to Bristol with instruetions to forward if
you are not there. Write me soon for the letters grow more precious the longer I
em swey from home. Let me know where you sre and I have about $25. to send home
and hope next paydsy to have $100. if ell things go well. My last pay was short
on sccount of my having been = sergeant for s month.

Our little insubordination has all blown over and all things run on
smoothly and as well as possible. New recrults come on sbout twice & week and the
boys put on the aire of "old soldiers" to them - it is smuging to wateh them., My
pen is poor and it is very late so I will close but will write again when our
expedition returns. Love to 211,

Fort Hetteras, Aug. 31, 1861.

We have been engaged in the most successful affair for the U.5. since
the wer began and sre now posted (3 companies of us) on a sandy peninsular like
Fire Islend in charge of two forts mounting 28 guns and commanding the only inlet
on the No. Ca. Coast north of Beaufort. ¥e took it after a severe bombardment of
seversl hours in which the enemy lost in killed and wounded, some 70 or 80 besides
658 prisoners. I heve command of the upper battery of § guns, besides 4 field
pleces, one a rifled Dahlgren that I had drewn in some two miles through the samd.
The mosquitos are fearful. We found a petition signed by ell the officers and
men of the secesh. forces here, requesting to be removed, saying thet they desired
to shed thelr bloecd in defence of thelr country but thst if they stsyed here much
longer the mosquitos would hsve it all.

All my clothes are at Newport News. We have nothing here but are as
happy 28 can be, occupying comfortable barracks =nd teking everything as it comes,
The bombardment was a magnificent sight, the four frigates and three gunboste poured
in a perfect hailstorm of heavy shell and completely silenced the batteries. I don't
know how long we shall stay - perhaps the rest of the regt. will come. We were
ordered off for two daye only snd have been here six slready. TYou must not be
alarmed at not receiving any letter from me ss we have no regilar commnication
with Ft. Monroe snd have to depend on transports. This inlet =nd fort is the
beck door to Norfolk - water communication all the way. I suppose there will be
some movement mede in that direction and when it comes, may I be there to gee.

Give my love to all friends and say that I have neither paper nor time
at present to write any letters - Write to me soon, care (uartermmasster E. Boyes -
Fort Hatteras, Ho. Ca. I send thig to Bristol with ihstruections to forward if you
are not there. I fear we have lost the Harriet Lane. She lies aground near the
beach with a2ll her guns and shot thrown overboard. She grounded while attempting
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to enter the Channel and Hatteras gsles &re not very favorsble to a wrecked vessel.
There ig little to write about and the boat sterts socon so I will clese. If you
were here you would not recognize me in = pair of grey jesn pantsloone, blue shirt
end straw hat, lookinz se wnmilitary as possible. I have no trophies of the vietory
to send on. Some of our officers picked up swords end revolvers but there was
nothing that I wanted.

Fort Clark, Hatteras Inlet, No. Ca.
Sept. 2nd, 1861,

I have &n opportunity to send you a letter by the Harriet Lame, but not
having heard from you since I wrote of my intention to go to Bristel, I don't know
where to direet 1t, but wlll send it to Bristel with instructions to forward. The
Lane went ashore on the second desy of the bombariment and her mechinery ig so much
injured that she is going to W.Y, for repairs. Our fort (Clark) is situated half
2 mile up the ieland on the peint of which Ft. Hatteras stands. I have been busy
supervising the mounting of guns snd otherwisge remodelling the batteries. I brought
in four field pleces left on the sande sbout two miles from the fort mnd have cut
embrasures and mounted them on the land side of our battery. These, with the
addition of four 32 Pdrs will give us & good protection ageinst s large force while
we have 20 guns in the other fort to retreat upon in case of a defeat and the gun-
boats to aid ue besides.

Thie is 2 gweet place to stay in winter, half the time the whole place
ie overflowed by the sea, msking it very comfortable of course. I wouldn't care if
wve had more connection with civilized 1ife but we are pretty well slmt out. The
inhsbitants come in a2t the rate of from 50 to 100 per dsy to take the ocath of
slleglance. They are generally a poor set who don't kmow much and live by fighing
and wrecking.

I have just learned that the enemy have burned their forts at Oregon
end Ocracoke Inlets so that the fort at Besufort is the only one for ues to trouble.
Cur steam tug the Farny, one of the old propellers that used to run past Bristol,
mounting two rifled guns, ran out and brought in & schooner this afterncon. S5She is
very ugeful here and stands the sea very well. There is nothing doing here beyond
the regular work of preparing our works to resist an atteck which it is reported
will teke place soom. If it don't come before two deys, we will be in good trim
to stand it. Ve may be sent to Newport News again or the rest of the rezt may be
gent here - one or the other I hope we'll do goon as I have but one esult of clothes
with me and would like e clean shirt once in two weeks at least.

Give my love to ell friends wherever you sre and write me poon as
poseible. Tell gll friends that I would write but the means of commmnication are
g0 uncertain that it ie by no means sure that a2 letter would reach them. Direect
your letter to Lieut. Morris, %th Regt. N.T.5.V. - Fort Hetteras, FNoe. Ca. We have
no pens and ink snd but 1ittle paper so excuse the pencil.
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Fort Clarike, Hatterae Inlet, H.C.
Sept. 12th, 1861.

I received a letter from you yesterdsy dated Sept. 3rd, by the Str. 5. R.
Speulding that brought down the five companies of our Regt. The other two will be
eglong in a few days g0 that from sll appearsnces we are bound to garrison this sand
bar for a time at lesst. Our Regt. 1s now full to 1,000 men and the reerults are
almost all first class men. Our band (24 pieces) is with ue and will serve very
mach to relieve the tedium of the 1ife and I suppose that soon we will make visits
to the mainland and destroy any of the enemy's batteries that are along the shors.
I wrote Col, Hawkins' lest report to Cen'l. Wool snd such & course wes strongly
recommended.

The Spsulding takes home the detachment of the 20th Regt. who were here
with us and heartily glad are we to be rid of them. They are a thieving, garrel-
gome set and ought to be gent to the Tortugas =nd heve slready brought muech disgrace
on our causge by their plundering. We have taken four prizes since our arrivsl, three
schooners from the West Indies ond one from Halifex, N.S. and I understand some of
the goods came from Boston and N,Y. and there are invoices that will implicate
some houses in those clties. It was amising to see how they were trepped. The
frigate Cumberlend lies off our of sight of land snd drives the vessels in. They
mgke straight for the inlet and as we show no flag, nothing doubting but that the
fort is Confederste property, when they are within range we train s gan on them
gquietly and when they are inside = tugboat boards them =nd in s gentle way claims
ship snd cargo as a prize. One of the Cepteins was boasting to Lieut. Crosby who
boarded him, of the way he had cheated the Yankee crulger and drepped to the deck
with sstonishment when informed that he was a prisoner. We sent two of the priges
to Philadelphie yesterdsy end esome day I hope to see a little prize money ms the
value of vessels and cargoes teken is near $225, 000,

Remember me to all my Bristol friends and say that writing msterizls are
too scarce here at present for me to correspond. I cannot even zet & whole sheet
to write upon but as soon =& we become settled I will gend some letters. Remember
me speclally to Mrs. Landreth and Iundy snd families. I send this letter to N.Y,
by Capt. Parisen who will mail it for me. He goes home on furlough for s few deys.
Tell Morrie if he can get a commigsion to come out to the war but on no zceount %o
enlist a8 a private. We have = rough 1ife but it suits me, of course, and I
wouldn't chenge 1t for eny other. ¥or the first week after our arrival we had
nothing to eat but flap-jacks and coffee every mesl and neither were of the best
but it is over now for our sutler hag come end we live better. Why don't Morris
raise a compsny in Bristol and enviroms. I don't like to be the only representative
of the family in the fight end want somebody to help support its credit.

As ususl we ere now pushed shead and ss we are the erack volunteers of N.Y,
and the special pets of Gen'l FPhelps, our chance for achieving distinction is pretty
good, I hear that there iz a strong force coming from Norfelk to drive us out of
this. If they come in the daytime we can whip 10,000 with our regt.and one company
of regulars but & night attack with the beyonet would settle some of us - though
they can't hold the place against cur fleet. Lieut., Mitchell of Co. C. has resigned
and expects soon to go to N.Y, PFamily sffeirs compel him to leave and he will call
on Josie and ¥liza for me. He ie 2 gentleman snd can give them gll particulars of
me and our life here. This expedition will prevent our being pald this month and
it will tske 21l my money to keep me 80 that next payday 1 shall be able to semnd
at least $250. to you.



#e have delielous Cerolina sweet potatoes now and fresh fige for which
I have ecquired a greast liking, They taste like fully ripe perasimmons and are
gold st © ets. per dozen.

Write to me goom and let me kmow all the news. I shell write you by
every opportunity and that will probably be sbout once & week or as often a8 &
transport brings down stores, ete. If we ever make a descemt on Newbern or
Elizabeth City, some of Cusghing Eing & Cos. debtors will be reminded of their
obligations pretty strongly if they can be found. One of them I believe was in
thie fort just before we came but left before the attack.

An ¥nglish man-of-war poked her nose in to see what was going on, the
other day, but meeting with no attention end probebly thinking frem the looks of
things that the blockade was tolerably effective at this point, she went out
again. It would astonish you to hear the enmlty expressed against John Bull in
both Army and Navy. The old feeling of /76 and 1812 is still strongly slive and
seens t0 be growing and if this trouble is settled soon, Fngland may yet egain
find by experience the stremgth of Uncle Ssm's srm.

The beach here is covered with beantiful shells =nd I will put some in
my trunk as mementoes of the occasion, together with & piece of & different kind
of shell that flew into the officers quarters and by the blood on the floor, I
should judge did some execution.

Hhen you go to Germantown, spologisze to Aunt M. for me. I would have
wkitten to Mary before and have partly written & letter at Newport News but my
work was heavier then that of any other 2nd Lieut. there, on mccount of my being
on speciel duty of one kind and emother almost all the time, but as soon as I am
relieved from the post of ordnance officer by one of the regular army, which will
be in a few days, I will write. VWhen you write, direct to 9th Regt. K.Y.V.

Fort Clark, Hatterse Inlet, N.C. We will probably stsy here unless our Company
goeg to Ocracoke, in either case the letters will reach me safely. Tell Morris
to send me a paper occasionally - we are out of news altogether.

FeS. We had & rough time on those hulks on the first day of the attack.

Fort Clarke, Hatteras Inlet, N.C.
Sept. 20th, 1861.

I thought that the mail had played me a poor trick in not bringing me a
letter from you but it came this morning before I was up, having been sent by
mistake to one of the companies quartered st Camp Wool sbout two miles up the
beach., Things here are in statu quo since the arrival of the rest of our regt.
We have had the band at Fort Clarke to enliven us = 1ittle, they plsy at guard
mounting in the morning, st evening parade and for sn hour before tattoo. It
is & very good band and gives great satisfaction.

I was sorry to hear that Morris is not off yet. It must be rough to
gee the Vezins and all hends golng to fight and he left st home. Tell me in your
next what Regt. the Vezins are in end what positions they held. W#ill Disosway is
off to Waghingbon with the Lincoln Oevelry. He will see service sgoon. We are
vegetating finely here, being a little more comfortable than at firet. The
natives bring us fish and potatoes and our sutler keeps the fancy articles of food.
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There ls nothing you cen eend me except letters. Booke would be thrown
away a8 my valise is too full slready for comfort. I heve clothes enough except
a fetigue uniform thet I intend to procure from Fort Monroe as soon as the fates
will permit me to resch that place. We have been ordered to have three daye
retions cooked and to be in resdiness to start st a moment 's notice for parts
unknown, but zs I heard of = force of 3,000 men at the Light House throuzh the
natives, I guess we are going to give them 2 "wipe" slthough 3 to 1 is hardly
fair odds, but the Zouave 9th think they are good for the odds.

The post of Urdnance Officer don't elevate & "feller" only it gzives
him 2 1ittle extra dignity to put on and plenty of work to do and 1if the gesesh
are bold enough to attack us in the daytime, your resnectable son will probably
have & good share in the glory of whipping them. The Spalding came down yesterday
with stores on board., She is our only means of commniecation with Christendam
and it is 2 week since she was here a2nd you can imagine the anxiety with which
the newspzpers were looked for and the disgust with which we hailed the announce-
ment of no battle near Washington, Did you see the report of Col, Max Weber and
the card signed by the German officers of his Regt. in the Tribune, of the 10th
I think. They lie from beginnning to end and the men are a perfeect pack of
thieves over whom the officers have no control. They destroyed more property
here in two dsys than our men would in as many years.

Night before lagt we had & regular Hatteras storm or rather squall, for
it only laested sbout 2 half hour but while it lasted it was hard. The hail came
down like bullets and even split shingles on the roof. One of the officer's tents
wae 1ifted up bodily and carried into the swamp and its occupants and thelr begzage
strewn miscellaneously over the sand. I happened to be in & tent with two other
officers smoking our plpee in 2 peaceful menner when the storm barst on us slmost
without warning, ripping off the tent fly and tearing up the pegs. Everything
was sosked in five mimites but the poles stood fasst, and we made our escape to the

-barraciks.

fhere are Elize and Josle - have they returned to N,Y. or not? If you
heve such weather g8 we have been favored with they could not think of going to the
gcity. We esre too lazy to do anything here and were it not absolutely necessary to
rise, we would like sbed all day. FNot what you mean when you say you go to bed,
for ours are simply bunks upom which you lie rolled vp in 2 blanket with your head
on g knspsack. The undressing consists of goingz to the extent of taking off boots
and sometimes not that, but you weke up in the morning feeling fresh and good -
mattresses are 2 lumry thet we have sbolished, considering them & muisance in our
present condition.

Remember me to 2ll1 the family at GCermantown and don't give any of my
letters to anyone to read, You know it was always my falling when a boy that I
could not write my company hand to you but must slways seribble. I will contimue
to write by every transport while we remain here but as the war mails are very
irregular, you must not be digsppointed if you do not recelve one in three weeks.
The papers will keep you posted on our movements. The Herald correspondent resides
in Capt. Jardinee' quarters - perhaps some clue to the puffs that Co., G. gets.
Jardine ies working for a commission in the regulars and will probably get it.

Write me soon - direet to Fort Clarke, Hatteras Inlet, N.C. and the
letters will probsbly reach me in sbout 10 days from date. At least my New York
letters took that long.
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Fort Clarke, Hatteras Inlet, H.C.
Sept. 29th, 1861.

The "Speulding" arrived on Friday night =2nd brought me two long letters
from you - one dated the 9th 2nd another the 23rd, a fair exemple of the irrsgularity
of the mails. They were the only letters I received for the mails that came to
Newport News for three days were miglaid on board ship and could not be found when
gshe arrived, so that I don't know how meny are lost. The 20tHh Indisna Regt. came
down on the 5. =nd have been sent to Chicamscomac, & place sbout 15 miles up the
igland, We have also received two small gunboats to cruise in the Sound. They are
Hew York steam tugs fitted up for the purpose =nd answer very well.

The Susguehanne brought in two prige schooners todsy and another was driven
ashore in 2 heavy storm that came on Thursdsy. She was loaded with sugar and molasses.
A detachment of our boys was sent up the beach to save as omch as possible but I do
not yet lknow how they have sncceeded., Ae 2 spacimen of the style of o Hatteras gale -
it drifted the sand three feet deen on the platforme of my guns. I spent an hour on
the beesch watching the breskere in the midet of it - i1t wae 2 sublime sight. Ky
duties have been unusually srduous today (Sundsy) snd yesterdsy in consequence of
the grrivael of a lerge quantity of smmnition consigned to your son, We are now
pretty well supplied with powder and shell =nd could make a good defense. The
invoice was addressed to 1st. Lieut. R.,H.M. 2nd T accept it as & good omen.

Lieut. lMitchell received the accentence of his resignation today snd an
honorable discharge from the service. He has been, in fact, my only intimate and
I am more sorry to see him go thsn if it had been anyone else in the Rezt. The
papers bring us the news of Mulligens brave conduet end of his final caspture. We
hope it ies not as bed as represented. M. is a brave fellow and deserved better
luck., Our time passes as monotonously &z usual and we are becoming in external
appearance, 2 regular set of wreckers or pirates. I sent to Ft. Monroe by this
Str. for =2 new fatigne coat - mine is about worn throuzh by the samd.

Tell Aunt Mary that we are doing our best to end the war here but the
msin battle must be at Washington and I wish we could be there to help our boys -
we could do & great deal of good, Our surgeon, Dr. Humphreys, is a Philadelphian
and a classmate of Ely MeClellan. He knowe a good many of my amcquaintances in the
elty. Perhaps Aunt M. who kmows about slmoet everyone there, may know him, There
is nothing you can send me to add to my comfort for despite the rough life, I am
very comfortable. My health is good and what more do I want? When I send any
money home, recolleet that it is sent for you to spend and not to invest for me
and I don't want to find you short of & eingle thing on my return and I don't care
to find & cent of money of mine there either. I am ebundantly able to tske care
of myself now and want you to enjoy yourself more than you have done. Aunt M.
will have more demands upon her from Robert's folks =nd besides I don't want you
to be any longer dependent on anyone else, Kliga and Josie seem to be making a
long trip this summer. I will tell John Mitchell to eall and if they are not in
town it will do no harm. My chences for & furlough are very poor and there is no
prospect of a change for sometime to come, so if you reslly think it best to go
to Osklande for the winter, it is not worth while to wait for me. I can imagine
Josie's disguet at receiving Charley's letter. What induced him to write, I don't
gee, not that I em et ell opposed to corresponding with young ladies but Charley
makes such a poor flst at letter writing thet I ghould hardly think he would like
to venture on writing to so very particular a demoiselle as Josle. Morris will
hardly get a majority, he isn't at all fit for it and hsd better begin as a Lieut.
Tell me when you write what positions the Vezins hold in the ermy. Henry may make
a good officer but I don't think much of the other and as to German troops, the
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fewer that Uncle Sam has in his gervice the better for our credit. Such fisghing
a8 we have here would astonish John and Artlmr. You see & Zouave with pantalcons
rolled up, walking quietly slong the beach, close to the surf, with e long line
thrown out smong the breakers, when suddenly he will be almogt jerked off hig feet
and then with the line over his shoulder, pulling like 2 mule and yelling like an
Indisn, finelly with the aid of two or three more, & fish welghing from 15 te 30
1bs. will be hauled up on the beach. They are celled drume snd are good eating.
Une of our boys was hauled into the surf the other day by one and would have been
drowned for he would not let go, but for the aid of some others whe pulled him amd
the fish out. Sharks sre plenty and a2 great many other fish. Next month, if we
are here, we will have fine blue fishing.

- Give my love to egll friende and write to me often - the letters straggle
along.

Fort Clarke, October 2nd, 1881,

I write you today because we start tomorrow morning on an expedition
that may keep me till after the next str. salle. We sustained what was, under
the clrcumstances, a rather serious loss, vesterday. Our steam tug the Fanny
was captured by the rebels with a valuable carge. 5he was up the Sound om her
way to the camp of the Indiena 20th, sbout 40 miles up and wae attacked by three
rebsl gunboats. Her two gune were manmed by 12 of my artillery boys who made a
gallant defense and would have brought her off with flying colors but for the
utter incspacity if nothing worse, of the officer in charge. As it was they
inflieted considerable damage on the enemy but were obliged to surrender and
are now prisoners.

Tomorrow at daylight, if thie rain holds up, Lieut. Bankhead of the
Susquehsnna, will take out sn expedition of two guboats and lsunches - the
bettery consisting of 2 - 32 pdrs. and 4 rifled gune end a force of men. Your
son accompanies him with s plcked squad of his artilleriste to endeavor to
retrieve the misfortune of yesterdsy (which would probably have been a victory
had he been with them). Don't say so to anyone else - it sounds like "brag".
Cur commender, Lieut. B. 15 an able officer and has seen a good deal of service
end I hope to have a better tale to relate on my return. The renainder of our
Regt. is expected by the next str. and the progpects are we will be quartered
here for a considersble length of time,

Col, Hewkins seeme to let me do just as it sulte me and seldom objects
to any request or change that I wish to meke, There will be vacant, lst. Lieut.
positions soon end 4f I do anything ereditable this time, my chances for promotion
will be very feir indeed. Aside from this affeir all goes on as usual in this
dreary place snd were it not for my slmost constant occupation in ordnance duties,
the time would pass elow enough. We look for letters end papers with great
eagernese and [ hope to find one from you awaiting my return.

Give my love to the folks whether at Germantown or Bristol and pray
for success to the good Csuse.



Fort Clarke, Oct. 3th, 1861.

I received by the Speulding yesterday, your letter of the lst. inst, and
gn glad that you seem to be passing the time so pleasantly. I inclose a letter
that I hed written a few days agzo when sterting on an expedition which wae not as
long as anticipasted. ¥e started for the Indisns Camp with provieions ete. on
board and on arriving found them so short of everythingz that we returned immed-
iately to Hatterss for another load instead of cruising for four or five days as
we intended. ¥e reached the fort in the evening 2nd hed te lie off all night on
account of the intricecies of the chsnnel =nd the next morning we zot asground -
first the "Ceres" and then our boat the "Putnem", in attempting to help her off,
80 that we nmst perforce wait for high water at 2 o'clock P.M,

¥hile lying on deck resding in peace, & boat came slongside with orders
from Col. Hawkine for me to return instanter to camp. My gig wae manned and I
was eshore in & very short time and found =11 hands in marching order btut myself,
left at home to proteet the fort under commend of Capt. Morris of the lst. Artillery,
He is a good officer and we did very well together. It zppesred thet the very night
that we left the Indians camp after landing the gtores, the enemy came with seven
streamers, =mons them our captured "Feanny" and commended landing 2,500 men under
fire of their fleet's guns. Of course the 500 Indianans had to retreat, which they
did in haste, leaving temts, baggege and ell behind them. It wae to meet and protect
them that our boys went up =nd marghed IC m!les through soft sand and came back on
Ssturday night sbout nine o'clock as near worn out es could be. I had some 300 lbs.
of pork =nd 4 barrele of hot coffee ready for them snd if you ever sew grateful men
it was those Ind. boys. They are = fine set and were slmost dropping with fatigue
end mnger.

Our frigate the "Susguehanns" and the gunboat "Monticello" went up on the
outglide and ghelled the rebels, killing gbout 150. The Indianeng lost some 50 211
told and one priscner was on the outer beach while the "Monticelle" was firing end
wes in irons. He got them tsken off on some pretext =nd springing on e ceptain, he
snatched 2 pistol from his (the Csptain's) belt, shot him, knocked down two guards
end ranning into the surf, swam to the Monticello, half a mile off and was teken on
board a2ll safe ~ so mmch for the Western boys.

Had it not been for the unludky grounding of our two boats in the Sound,
we would have been in a gplendid fight, éAs it was the intention for us to go back
{immediately to the Ind's camp., 7 to 2 would have been some odds, but we had a good
battery on board snd good men to msn it. It was & erasy thing to send 500 men 40
miles from reinforcements on a sand bank only 20 miles from the enemy's strong
fortifications on Foanoke Island end I ghould not be surprised if Col. Hawkine
wes court-mertialed for it. At any rate, Gen'l. Jos. K., F. Mansfleld is here now
in commsnd ti1l Gen'l Willisms is ready to come and with such an officer we need
fear 1ittle. Col. H. has been becoming more snd more disgustingly elevated by his
poeition snd it is time he was brought down.

rite me soon again. We are under orders today to move our quarters
further up theisland end it will be pleasanter as there are trees and higher ground
there, and the 20th will tske ocur place here. The Spesulding leaves at one o'elock
end I ghall not probably be able to write to Mary D. this week but will do so by
the next str. There is nothing thet you cen send me at 2ll. I am comforteble and
well so that is as much as can be asked for. Yours was the only letter that the
"Sp." brought me, mach to my disasppointment, as I expected snother but so many
hsve migscarried thst probsbly mine are among the mmber. Give my love to ell at
Germantown or B, I send my lettere to the latter place thinking you will be sure

to get them anyhow. PBut this mmst go. Write soon to me.
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Camp Wool, Uet. Zlgt. 1861,

Again the Spaulding has brought me news from home and it seemed more
walcome now than ever, for the dullness of this place has been almost insupporteble.
Soon after writing you lesst we moved up here - two miles above ft. Clarke on the
Sound side, where the island is composed of two strips of sand beach with a swamp
between them, filled with live oak trees. In this delectable spot we are quartered
and when Gen. Willisms ordered reveille to be beaten at 4 o'clock A.M. when it is
bright moonlight and the men to drill for sn hour before breakfast, it is not
surprising that some companies had sbout 20 down with fevers. ¥e have a little '
better location then some others and have esecaped with three or four sick. I seem -
to be chill-proof as elmost all the officers have been more or less alling but my
health has been excellent and my feelings good. The Indiana Regt. occcupy our old
guarters at Clarike and we heve been ordered back there by the Gen'l =znd will have
to take up our sbode in tents, = proceeding thst our boys don't feney es they buils
e munber of bmrracks there expecting to stay in them snd it is not pleasent to build
houses for others to occupy.

#e have = cousin of Mr., Plerson's in our Regt. He is Serg't. of Co. C.
2 Newark boy, Dusenberry by nsme and a very good fellow. Who is the Dr. Spear who
hae been celled to Brigtol? Is he good for anything? We are running cut of
gubjects of interest here - it is becoming worse than Hewport News, the days pass
glong rapldly and we seem to be wasting vsluable time here and gll want to move
on to some more clviliged spot. Our blockading fleet did a nice thing at Charleston
letting the Nashville escape. I believe that the commesnders of many of our vessels
ere secessionists at heart. We looked for soms news from Washington but none came. I
It seems as if McClellan and Besuregard were not intending to risk a battle at that
point.

Dr. "hite, our assistant surgeon (Dr. Crene's pupil) was & classmate
of Harry snd Sam MeClellan end Dr., Humphreys was 2 classmate of Ely McCle's and
hes a moet profound contempt for that young man's skill and sequiremente. In his
own words, he thinks him = most perfect blockhead he ever saw. The paymaster came
down in this boat to pay our three companies, C..0. and H. who were away when the
rest were paid and ss ours is the last on the list, I doubt whether I shall get it
in time to express $100. to you, but will do eo by the next boat. Hlize snd Josie
arrived at home sooner than you expected. 1 hear they were in N.Y. before Cctober -
probably Viss Hustins was not style enough for J.

Remember me to all the family end {f the boat don't leave too soon, I
will write to Mary by her but being in command of the c@mpany and payday, my time
is pretty well oeccupied. Write to me soomn. I direet my letters to Bristol as
being the safest place and do not be slarmed if you do not recelve = letter whem
you expect it ee many of my letters have miscerried, both going end coming. Yours
was the only one that I haeve received by this str. and I expected at leest one more.
"hat did Morrie gain by hie trip to Washington? If he wante to_see camp life in
the rough, let him go to Ft. Monroe snd teke the Speulding for Hatteras Inlet. It
would be a plessant trip and Fort Monroe itself 1s well worth & visit. UWrite me
€001,
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Camp Wool - Nov. 2nd, 1861.

The "Speulding” srrived yesterdsy after a longer zbgence than usnal asnd
brought me your letter of the 22nd ult. =nd the one written at Bristel, to which
Horries added 2 codicil. I zm glad to hear fhat you are sll well =nd spending your
time pleasantly, but would not advise a visit to Annapolis at present. Affairs
are too unsettled to trust yourself without necessity in thet part of the country.
¥e have just had a regular Hatteras southeaster. The water overflowed our camp
ground snd was s foot deep in gome tents but the wind seems to be lulling and we
mey have good weather sgsin. My own heslth continues zood and they tell me 1 grow
fat on the send we have to est in our food, We saw the "Oreat Expedition" pess
down the coast and hope for its success, but have not mach falth; they put too
many too troops on board.

We were notified of the little disaster in which Col. Baker was killed by
2 "gsecesh" sunbost that ran down the Sound and shelled us with a lonz range rifle
gan. BHNo damage done however =nd we did not stop work to look at her. The Indisna
regt. here are a2 poor set, the officers don't kmow much and the men are a dirty
set and don't know soldiers' duty at all. Some excuse may be made for them as
they have no clothes or other convenlences tut they are the last men that I would

trust. It seems our fate to be brigaded with poor troops. 3

They have = blg joke in camp now on then. Capt. Barnett, Lieut. Whiting
and gelf with a sergesnt se sallor, were out sailing on the Sound the other day in
& smgll boat and sghooting ducks with our revelvers. (I shot two and struck one four
times before we could get him) snd returning at about 10 P.M. some four miles from
Pt. Clarke, we overhsuled a schoonmer with a large party of Indisnens on board who
had & load of woods I hailed them =nd scared the party so, unintentionslly on my
pery, 80 thet they ran awey from ue 2 mile or so into the Sound end on arriving at
the Fort, told such stories asbout beingz halled by a body of secessionists in boats
that their Col. Brown had the long roll beaten and the whole camp under arms, much
to the disgust of our boys who dislike béing waked from their nstural rest without
cause. Since then, when two of our party get together the officers who are in the
secret say - "there go 250 men" - ss the Indisnans reported st least 500 men, each
of us is equal to 125. We don't get up any more st 4 A.M. Gen'l Williems hes
geen the error of his ways 2nd changed the hour of revellle to 5:45.

I heard of C.K. & Cole effuirs indirectly end sm sorry they have made guch
2 bad thing of it. Poor Chsrley must be in & bad way indeef. I wish I could help
him but he is fit for nothing in the army. I sent $100. to you by Adems Ex, on the
lagt stesmer, care of Geo. Swain. Don't forget to pay him one dollar for express
cherges. I gent the momey to pey it in advence but they refused to take it here,
not knowinz how much the rate was. I enclose the receipt in this letter in case you
don't receive the momey. It 1e in Tresesury notes =nd one N.Y. bill. -I thought it
better to send them than gold. I write to Eliza this msil and am surprised that
Mitchell has not czlled. He promised to faithfully end will probebly do soc soon.

Hatteras is a rough place and sbout the last spot where I should wish to be
stationed but we hope to be withdrawn soon. Col. Hawking is under srrest for
refusingz to recelve an officer transferred to our HRegt. by Gov. Morgan, The man
is a notorious bed character and loafbr in N.Y, and was obliged to leave his former
Regt. the N.Y. lst., on account of shooting one of his men in a fit of passion.

Of ecourse we won't have such a duck among us and have compelled him to resigm,
altho he was ordered here by Gen. Wool. The Col. may have & rough time on a court
martial but much as I dislike him, I should be sorry to see him cashiered for such
a czuse in which we 211 support him. Col. Betts is 2 fine officer, however, and
everything goes smoothly under his command., ¥rite to me soon.
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Camp Wool - Rov. 13th, 1B6l.

I was disappointed in not receiving 2 letter from you by the Spsulding
but suppose that =g she left before the usual time that your letter did not reach
Fort Monroe till after her departure. I was unable to write you by her last trip
es she only steyed in one day and I was in command of my Comp'y, the Cept. end L%,
Leahy being on detached service, and moving from Cemp Wool to Clarke to take the
plece of the Ind's 20th who were teken back to Ft. Monroe, mmeh to our setisfeetion
&8 they were 2 dirty set and in our opinion would have been worse than useless in a
fight. The steamer brought down the Penn's 48th this time and my comp'y hes been
obliged to come back to Camp Wool agsin, making the fifth time thet we have moved
gince our arrival on these delectable shores. It ig 2 Schuylkill Co. Regt. asnd I
am not scquainted with eny of the officers. Col. Hsgle is in commsnd - he was Col
of the 6th Penn's of the three months' yolunteers.

I don't know where thig letter will reach you but will direet it to
Annspolis according to your request. You cennot complain of a lack of news of ue
in the pepers as 1 see that the Herald and Tribune of the 8th both devote several
columns to Hatteras. We expect to leave for Fortress Monroe on the next trip of
the Spanlding - ultimste destinstion uninown - perhaps Newport News sgain, perhaps
¥ashington or Port Royal - don't care which, Would rather go to the latter and see
gome work., There ig nothing doing here. A French man-of-war was lost below here
in the storm and the sesesh lost a privateer stesmer the "Winslow" in endeavoring
to go out to her. We lost three men who started in a sail boet from Hatterss to
come to Camp Woel - suprosed to be drowned as the boat was plaked up ten miles up
on the beach, bottom upward.

Should I be ordered to N.Y. on recrulting service, of which theré is a
chance, I will let you know, Geo. Murray showed me a daguerreotype of Mathilde
that he had sent to him from N.,Y. It is a good one and makes her look rather
pretty. I wrote to Eliza last week but have not yet received en answer. Will
send a present to Josle when I get some more money - have to get a U.S. uniform
out of my next month'e pey, so I #1111 not have so much to send home but will try
to send $50. It is rather expensive living here - everything is so high.

One of our Lieuts. Klingsachr, h=s been promised sn sppointment on his
brother-in-law's, Gen. Siegel 's steff. It will give me a chance for promotion
snd I hope to get it, Remember me to Miss Leverett and tell her that she would
hardly recognize her old puplil in the present Lieut of the Ninth. If we should
by sny chance get to Waghington, I will try to obtain two or three days furlough
and go see you but I don't think we will be sent there. Col. Hawkins is under
arrest yet but I hope he will come out all right. Yhen you write next you had better
direct to Fort Monroce. I am in good health and enjoylng myself =s much ss possible
unfdler the circumstances. V¥Write as som as you recelve this.

Camp Wool, Fov. 16th, 1881,

I received your letter of the 1lth this morning and trust that you have
before thie received the one that I semt by the last steamer to the care of Miss
L., Your determination to go to Annapolis surprised me & little but as you are so
pleasantly situsted there now, I am not sorry for the move. We have been ordered
to Fort Monroe and will leave this as soon as snother regiment is reedy to take
our place. The "Spanlding" brought more good news than ever before - the capture
of Slidell & Messon, the successful atteck on the Port Royal forts, the success of
Nelson in Kentucky snd last the release of Col. H. from arrest snd our orders to
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return to setion sand eivilizstlon sll contribute to keep our spirits up., The weather
is improving, growing colder and consequently becoming heslthier, snd time for it too
ge we have buried five on the igland, besides three who were drowned =nd one sent
home. We have three officers in N.Y. sick and sbout the same number here who are off
duty for the same cause. My own health is excellemt end hope it will remain so.

I went duck shooting in a sailboat last week with Lieut. "hiting and when
some six miles out in the Sound near some ghosls snd & small igland of sbout =n acre
where the ducks sbounded, a "secesh" gunbost bore down on us and favored us with one
of her compliments in the shape of & rifled cannon shot and ss we were not in trim
to answer her, we travelled for home under a zood stiff breegze thet soon bore us
out of danger as her gummers were very poor sticks, Jjudging from the shot that was
sent at us. Yesterdsy three or four of us walked up to Trent sbout 3 miles, dusk
shooting in the creeks and little bays of the Sound and took dimmer at the house of
one of the Union men of the Igland. They are zlways glad to see us =nd treat us
well, seldom wighing to mecept pay but I slways try to give an equivelent for what
I receive. They are too poor and short of provisions for us to live on them.

Cept. Rodriguez has been away in commsnd of & party for a week back but
hee now returned. The eare of my company geve me something to do in his zbsence but
now everything is fest relepsing into its primitive dullness. I am glad that they
think 6f the poor fellows in the hoepital. Tell Migs L. end Mrs. B, that thers is
no way in which they csn sssist and comfort the sick soldier as by giving him the
little delicacies that a sick men wants. The Govermment provides liberally, medicines
end egll those things but the little things that #emind cne of home are what ig wanted.
Willie Digoswey le on 2 leave of zbsence for three months, I belisve, on sccount of
typhold fever. I would like very well to go north for a few days but not at the
expense of my health,

Elige hes not yet answered my letter but will probably do so soon as she
is 2 good correspondent. I don't care so much sbout it as I have snother who tells
me all the news of interest that Eligze would probebly give and writes me regularly
too. Josie might laugh at the idea of omy writing to the D's, but I find it & very
pleasant correspondence - don't sey to Eliza anything sbout it. BRemember me to
Miss Leverett end say that she must not keep you long enough in Amnapolis to he
teken by the "sesesh" though the way we have been whipping them lstely seems to
take away most of the chenceg for that,

When I commenced this letter I thought thet it would be 2 little longer
than ueual but my stock of subjecte seems to have run out and the climate here is
either blowing 21l the time or else warm and unhealthy. Wribe to me seon though I
hope that we will not have to stay in thie place long. It is speiling our regiment.
I can imagine you sitting at the window looking at the soldliers marching past snd
wondering whether your son's men look like that but they don't for we have the best
locking end marching Regt. out although the men are not large but stout and active.
My compeny are sald to be the most active in camp - they certainly are the healthiest
end I think that their constant action keeps them well. They don't sit snd mope in
their tents but indulge in all sorts of rough svorte and gemes, which I often sit
and wateh from my tent door,

Ie there such 2 thing as a couple of pair of white knit woolen gloves to
be hed in Amnapolis? If there is I will send you money enough to buy them for me.
I want thin ones, i.e. knit of fine yarn and not clumsy. W"hite Berlins sre getting
eold for this time of year - the thermometer wes 2 degrees sbove freesing last night.

Give my respecte to Mrs. B. and Mrs. Brewer.



Comp Wool, Hov. 27th, 1361.

Your two letters of the 16%4h egnd 21sb. inst. arrived thip wornlaz. The
Spanlding hag been sbsent longer then usuel and we valoly hoped that she mlght have
toen delayed ta weld for the reglment thet le to fpke our nlace, Yot a0 such good
luek 1s in store for us sad all felf a littie bluse rhen 1t was found that she hrought
ue n¢ ordare or even any fews bhat might lead uw $o expect 2 spesdy remevel from
Hatterzs Benks, It is herd to stay here when we should be engagad in some of ths
axpgdltions thet are lending brillisncy to the #ar =nd cur 2th hax sarned a right
te have sone active servies - that ig, if thrae months endurance of this unhealthy
and desolnte spot can emrn it,

Your gtey in Anmepolie will familisnrize you with the agpect of wer in 1ts
plezssnter phanss but Lroops fresh from W.Y. like the D'¥pineuil Zousves do not lock
wiich 1iks the old stegers whe have seen the animal in some of its roughest furas,
The fevers hers ap tha weszther grows colder peen $c sesume a $yphoid tyvpe Soatsad
of dissppearing. The Penna. 48th buried e sen yesterdey; by the time they have
put ne many under 2m we have they will know how to conduet & military funsral
better then they now do, Fe have not lost any eince my last lebter but we have
ons man in the hospital not expected to live and alse 36 glak at Fort Monroe,
rhich mumber we caloulets to incresse Ly this stoamer at lanst a dozen.

Col. Hawkinsg is #£il1 2t Monroa and ithere sesnz to bBo ne chanca of hie
returning aocn. EFe {2 presiding offlcar of a ocourt martiel, = post that he zan
111 batter than thet of Colonel in the field., I wmx Lieut. commending Capt.
Rodrimmez belag on 2 wood party st Trent wome 8 miles up snd Lt. Leshy is Provost
¥arabel snd you may Teet assured that the Company doeen't lack dignity when your
gon Lo at the heed, )

I welked up to the lighthouse and back the other day with Lt. Thiting, &
digtanos of batwesn 28 and 30 miles ail told and most of it through dasp locse
pand, ¥a atarted for &2 walk and prolonged it ont of corloelty to see the light
houpe whick nelther of ua had aver viefted, It is sbeut 150 ff. high, ths lower
half ef stone and the upper pert of brisk, The shape is octagenal with a winding
eteirease inside. Secesh have ¢arried off nll the reflectors and ifmportant parts
of the lantern but dld not injure the towsr. It commends a view of the leland for
£ lonz diatante snd we saw 4 larger shipz about 16 milss ont bound gouthuard,
probebly tronsperts cerrying mern =nd storss to Bezsufort.

I am improving in oy sheating so thei there ie only one officer in the
regt. can beat me and he ¢an't mmeh, I shot a single duck flying st 40 yds
diatanas with oy revelver while tut eallipg. We see flocke of dnek here gome-
times 2 mlle long, thousande upen thousands.

I was sorry t0 hear of the death of Jum Thompson. We were rather
Intimate st achool and he came to ges me in H.¥. noet long befors the war oroks
cut, Tho told you of 1t? Your latter ia & 1i%tla Blurred there, if ssams ta
be Miss Corr. T don't know her. Hemenber me most kindly to Mips Leverstt end
Hrs, B, If suck a thing is poselble you mey coe ma running In asome fing day
Wt the prospest ia very uncertzin, our chlef hops lles 1n belng ordered to .
Honroe to teke part in the next expedition but whether Gen, Butler will sllow
it or not remsins to be meen. The secession steamers mun up and fire = gun or
twe at up ohout $wice = weak Yut they do not vonture near sncough to 4isturd eny
equanimity. There is a report that the rebels havs diown up the works st Roanoks
Ialend but we have not vet asecertained the truth of the report. The csuss 1s
8aid t9 be a mutiny in the Ho. Ca. Regimente, There 1s {9 be a2 election held
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in thia escunty tomorrow for a Pepresmentative to Congrewss. It locks $0 me very
like a hWuwbug; the few Deaple here are In oy oplnion not $9 bhe dependsd on. Tharas
are very Tew young men spong then snd we ¥mow that sons of the sooe sre Lo tha
rebyl army end the fatharm stay at home playing possum.

I shall look for the plavea with aome anxiety; mdos oust be Tegular glovas
with flagers. We are unable to procure anything here and have t¢ depend on the
Spavlding for all car 11ttle caxfarts., The peymasgter cemp dows this time but
owing to the neglect of our kdjutent iz forwarding the mustier roles, only twe
sompaniea, O. and K. will be psid off. It 1is unfortubate as if we move I shall
want 30me =znd have lent moat of mins ot he willprobebly be down agadn next trip
end wep will be 2ll right. How much will bes peant home depende on the ovost of my
U.5. uniform that has not caozme yat,

If oy feslings ere aat 400 blue, T wil) write to H.L. Yy thls atepmer
but yours wers the only lattars thpt I recsived froe the north snd Elige and Morriy
toth owe me a Letter. Wa had s haeyy froat thie mornlng, the first one that bay
bean vieible, not becavse 1% hes not been cold etsugh, but the wind blows hare
almo gt incessantly and prevauts frost, Write to¢ me s0om ageln for I den't think
thet the Speulding will romatn long xt Ol4 Polnt before Teturzing tO us as we aTe
in nead of 2 great deel In the way of orovisions, wnderclothinz, ete. I ax Alpping
oy pex in 8 quart ink botile which will sccount for the mumercus blots in thig
letter, more than T have mede it slx montha; thauks to Wisy L's teschings, =y
lekhera have that merit if no ether, My health is good yet and t{he climate does
ant seen to affect we mugh. Co,. H., i1s the heslthlest Co. in tha regt, lts aversge
of pick 1s only thrae or four while other sconpaniass hova from L0 ta 20, ¥rite to
L Koan,

Camp Wool - Des. &th, 1381,

You will have L0 be content with a short letter fram me this time as I
have besn smeh ocenpled by the paying off of my sompsny snd by other matters snd
thare in 1little of intereat to tall you, s bare ne praspact of going swey from
hers at prasent pod have reslpned cuvesives to cur fate, My health countimues
vary good and if my letters would only come mers regalerly, I would be qits
ooat ent.

Pwo gecesh stearors come down this morning ebout € A.M. and fired a
dozen or po of shelle mt us but retired withomt doing any datage. Oor nayy hers
soams 40 e afrald $¢ phow themselves in the 3ound snd let the aecesh lomaly us
£5 muoh ae they pleave. '

Remoubor me to all the famlly at Annapolis snd write to me moom; bythe
nexrt steszer I will gend you g leng letter. If you have sny atceitdngs or eny
underelothing to gend, send them te mp, They will be very acseptabls to our
men, It is glmost fapossibles to obtain a furloupgh from here and you mzet not
expeat too mach to see ma, though I would gzive sloost spything but my commimeion
to see you.
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Camp ¥infleld, Dec, 15th, 186%.

The Spaniding touched hare ¢z Tueedny om her way to Port Royal - long
enougzh to lenye the mell ond now ghe ls returning te F&,. MHenros end stops hers
gbout the seme length of time. %e have ngein movsed - thisg time about three miler
up the 1sland eo that wa are upabhle even to see the atepnar when ghe somes i and
hava {0 walt for newe and everything else. The prersiling ldea af presant is thet
ve mre %o form pery of Purnaide's expedition that is to rendazvole here, If this
i the case, ve will probably lesve in the course of s week Tmt ! know nething
ceriein,

My bex will srobebly come by the naxt stesmer and I mo anxiously waiting
for it =2 the gloves arTe becaning necessary Juxt now elthough the westher for the
first wesk ln Deceoibay wes Iilke June and some daye It was hotter, Our boys ate
gupioyed now in tuilding s Forbilflcation scrogs the Islend, 2 kind of duty thet
does not exsotly rolt thelr ideas and they do a5 1ittle =a possibla. Sy chance
of getting & Turlough 1 poorTer than aver, Gen. Filligms hes just {ssved an order
refasing te prant lesaves of phbaenca without a certiffeats from the doctor, Two
of gor offlosre go home on thls irip of the Spanlding, hoth suffering from sld
attacks of ohilla pnd fever.

I heve not heard from Ellga for o long tlus, ghe oweg e g igtter and
1t ts strenge thet eha doss not write. Hemdsbar ma to all the family at Annapelia
There Lo nsthing to write ahont hare; 1t 1s worse then Herteville uweed $c Lo ond
wg 1is about camp and don'i kmow the day of tha week mors then helf the time, I
sm uoTry to lot this letter be so short especlelly ss wy Just was so harried tui
there meama to b no help fer it., My ldeas don't yun elear this morning, probably
the effects of o slight Fever I had for two or thrae daye, but it hap loft me aa
rsll 59 ever, Trite fo me moom,

Trent Cutpoet — Hatteras, H.G.
Des. 22nd, 1861,

Yoar two letters besring dates of the &th snd 10th have just arrived.
They find e sn advanced guard some slx miles above Ce2ap %0ol. Our compeny was
ordsred on fhis services abautl » weelt ago and we have had & very pleasant tfus so
far. ¥s have & smoll intrenchment on 2 hillesk in the midat of pine woods in
which 2ozt of ounr tents &are pitched end I mm Zimd to be 2ble to tell you that
we have floors; in faet the 9th are noted for making themselves comfortable and
it iw geldem thet you gee a tent without £ fleer after we have beent three dsyas in
a plepes. About o month sgo I lovepted 38, in a camp ded or oot, =& new imventien
that pagks up in & beg half the glze ¢f 2 plllow cane and when pet wp mekes a
comfortable bed, raiszsed nbout a foot from the graund, so that Ma Chere mother must
not ba werrisd sbont her son ner reprosch herssl? with nct heving sant him saything,
Ho 18 an ¢old caspeigner by this time =nd dves not fare worae ihazn moat othar people.

The peckage hoe not yel resched me but I hope it is op the Spaniding
and will come up tomerrow. The E. brought me my commission as lst, Lieunt. &0 you
will have to z2ddress my letters to Company K. sfter this - Capt, Ja¢. Fhiting, He
is oy bast friend in the Regt. and I =2m gled we are tc he together, He end Dr,
Thite wers classmates at Fllliems College and meet ngain here. Me thras maoike a
good mess,. Col, Hawking hus besan mede & Brigadier Gen’l. et lagpst suck ife the
repert brought up from Hatterse, FHe coms down on the Speulding end will probably
viplt this outpost {omorrow whem “fighting H." sz our company iz called, will give
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him & grand reception. UYe has rifles fer our flank companies G. znd B. and I

hear also three Dahlgren howitzers. In that case your son will probably be in
comugnd of the artillery again, much to his liking. From the tone of your letter
I can imagine Ma making herself = second Florence Nightingsle mmong the sick
goldiers. Nothing will do the poor fellows so much good - if our boys here had
some one to cerry them delicacies they would get well in helf the time.

I heve been on two lmnts lately, one after possums and coons by moon-
light and the other after deer. We were rather unlucky hovever and only shot
one though I saw three. We had a fine possum roasted for supper the other night.
He was as fat as & roasting plg and ebout the ssme size. The meat wes as good
as chicken; our sweet potatoes here are very fine, we get them of the color of
pumpkins and as sweet as honey.

There is an old school houme close to our camp that our boys have
cleaned out and every nisht they have a dance and songs to while amay the
evenings when they sre not on gnard. We have a very good violinist in the
company - he was considered & fine player in N.Y. and furnishes the music for
quadrilles, waltzes and jige in good style, Geo. Swain wrote me by this str.
that he is well but ssys his prospects are "slightly mixed" but that dry goode
have seen the last of him, I don't wonder!

Your preseription for typhoid fever seems good but ss you seem to doubt
its efficiency in the second letter and you kmow my failing of thinking that each
profession kmow their own business best so that if I told it to Humphreys, he
would probably have some pet of his own that he would think better. My own
heslth contimmes good, the open air life agrees with me so that if I return safe
to the north, it will go hard for me to go into business again, I will send you
my old commission. It is of no use to me now and it may be a2 curiosity to you.
The next grade is that of Captain tut it will probably be more than six months
before I get that,

Write to me soon even if you have nothing to tell. You know that
letter writing never was my forte though I think that I do better than formerly.
Remember me to Miss Leverett and thank her much for her kind invitation to &
Christmas dinmer but I fear it will be impossible for me to be there, though it
would pleage me mmch to accept that and snother invitetion that I have for New
Years in N.Y. Just imagine such weather as we have had for two weeks past. It
hes been as hot as Bristol in June end this 20 near Christmas, but tonight (Sunday)
it is raining and by Pomerrow night it may be freezing, such sudden changes do
the north winds bring, You have beéen in camp now and can imagine our appearance
at night lying around the tent enjoying our pipes end conversing sbout "a year
820 this time". The old corps furnishes an inexhanstible topic and it has been
a good thing for the Regt. that we were so well acquainted. A4ll pull together
and then we can de enything., TWrite soon.

Camp Winfield, Jan, 8, 1862,

The Spaulding after two weeks delay, brought me your letters of the
2let and 27th ult. as well as the unexpected box whose contents have been
partially discusaeed with an avidity that I know would have pleased the domors
had they been present to see the performance. The turkey malgré its ten days
trip, was delicious and with the cranberry ssuce was a change indeed after the
Hatteras fare that we have lately had. The other box came by the last steamer
end the shirte and gloves were luxuries to me. The gloves are exasctly what I
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him a grand reception. Ye hee rifles for our flenk companies G. and B, and I
hear slso three Dahlgren howitgzers. In that csse your son will probably be in
command of the artillery again, much to his liking. From the tone of your letter
I cen imegine Ma making herself a2 second Florence Hightingele among the sick
goldiers. Nothing will do the poor fellows so much good - if ocur boys here had
some one to cerry them delicescies they would gzet well im helf the time.

I heve been on two lmnte lately, one sfter possums =nd coons by moon-
light and the other after deer. We were rather unlucky however and only shot
one though I saw three. We had a fine possum roasted for supper the other night.
He was as fat as & reasting ple and sbout the same size. The meat wez as good
a8 chicken; our sweet potatoes here are very fine, we get them of the color of
pumpking and g8 sweet as honay.

There is an old school house close to our camp that our boys have
cleaned out and every night they have a dance and songs to while amay the
eveninge when they are not on guard., We have a very good violiniet in the
company - he was considered e fine player in N,Y. and furnighes the uusic for
guadrilles, waltzes and jigse in good style. Geo, Swaln wrote me by this str.
that he is well but ssys his prospects are "slightly mixed" but that dry goods
heve seen the laet of him, I don't wonder!

Your preseription for typhoid fever seems good but ss you seem to doubt
its efficiency in the second letter end you know my failing of thinking that each
profession know their own business best so that if I told it to Humphreys, he
would probebly have some pet of his own that he would think better. My own
health eontinuee good, the open alr life sgrees with me so that if I return safe
to the north, it will go hard for me to go into business again., I will send you
my old commission. It ie of no unse to me now and it may be 2 curiosity to you
The next grade is that of Captain but it will probably be more than six months
before I get that.

Wirite to me soon even if you have nothing to tell. TYou kmow that
letter writing never was my forte though I think that I do better than formerly.
Remember me to Miss Leverett and thank her mmch for her kind invitation to e
Christmas dinner but I fear it will be impossible for me to be there, though it
would please me much to sccept that snd another invitetion that I have for New
Years in ¥.Y, Just imagine such weather as we have had for two weeks past. It
has been as hot as Bristol in June end this 80 near Christmas, but tonight (Sundsy)
it ie raining and by fomorrow night it may be freezing, such sudden changes do
the north winds bring., You have been in camp now and can imagine our appearance
at night lying around the tent enjoying our pipes end conversing zbout "a year
ago this time". The old corps furnighes sn inexhsmstible topic and it has been
a good thing for the Regt. that we were so well acquainted. All pull together
and then we cen do enything, Write soon.

Camp Winfield, Jen. 8, 1862,

The Spaulding after two weeks delay, brought me your letters of the
2lst and 27th ult. as well as the unexpected box whose contente have been
partially discussed with an avidity that I know would have pleased the donors
had they been present to see the performance. The turkey malgré its ten days
trip, was deliclous and with the cranberry ssuce was a change indeed after the
Hatteras fare that we have lately had, The other box ceme by the last steamer
end the shirts and gloves were luxuries to me. The gloves are exactly what I
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wanted and with the suffs keep ny honde warsm in gpite of the gold northers that
heve been blowing for ¢ weex past, You did not congratulstie me on my promotion

to Lat. I, bt frowm that I Lthink you did not reteive my latier announoing the
fagt, for I know e wonld be the firat to rajolce at it. Ky Ceot. Whiting iz &
gentleman snd 2lthe not vary long {o the regt. (2 mes.)} he was one of my most
intimnte Friends hers, He, Dr, ¥hits end myaelf mewss togethsr and have & acolable
and good §ima,

fmr Cooperny (X} has been turned into sn artillery corps =nd are in
possession of threa flald plocas, 1 rifle egnd two 12 pdr. Howitvers - much to my
aatigfpotion, for your kpow thet the artillery was alweys uy fevorits am. (Gen'il
Buraside's expedition is to rendezvous here and we expect Col. HAewiring tomorrow
to teloe ue with 1t or if not to »eturn to Ft, Hosroe to reomit our renks end to
recover the spirits snd morale of the wen which are fearfully dsmeged by o four
months sfey on Hetteras and by Gen'l Filliams who has proved blmself s petty tyrent
end heg slmogt roined cur regt, by his courses tomard 1t. Pari of the axpedition is
glrealdy here end whan the troaps tame I wlll try %o gee Ur. Flag end others of
your gegusintance snd if we don't go with Buroeide thare w111l be a zood chsnoe feor
oy seelng you before long as we are not Lo stgy on Hettevam st any rate.

Thank Miss Laverett snd Mrs. B. for all the good thinge they seat ma.
Tell thea they can't imegine how we apprealate sich things from homs, I wrote
to Fliga oearly zix weeke agv and have reoslved no pnewsr, If ghe don't choucge
to wilte, well snd zood, &0 Ilong s ] hear from you by every atr. I don't care and
as you ¥mow, I doa't acknosledss the right of anyone slse t¢ say who shall Le my
sorrespondents 2nd who shall net.

My haeslth contimaes good in spite of everything and we have vean through
goze hard service, fighting aplaria and digesne 1s worss than fighting the eneuy
and our tent has baen pltched 1n plamas a0 damp thet the top Blenket wee alweys
wet in the moraing ss 1f it bzd besn out in the reizn, but =y herlth hes Geen
providentiz11y preserved and I have had no chanca te ask for a slek furloungh, tho
the doctors would glve me one on g slight provocstion — they are bLoth good friends
of mine, I am ocsupying my Ziuner hour todsy in order to securs this lester to
gou g2 I am in comasnd of 2 party of 100 men todey engaged in bullding a redan fort
to sommsnd the banch end have net much tima fo spars. My writing is worse than
naual todey bot ae I handle 2 pen eo little it Acex not some natural,

Frite to ms moon sgaln end give my love to all. You will become am fait
op military motters if you stay at Annspelis =nd shen I ctme badk I can talk "shop*
withoot fear of not being understood.

CSemp Wool, Jau. 30th, 1862,

It has been elmost & month now since I have bean able to send you =
lotter, Sen. Burnside’s expesdition 1s here snd the grepier part of it in the Sound,
They have hed ssmg of tha worst westher possible since their arrivel but hes ponged
through with the loag of only 4 veasals. In feet, todsy is the firgl ¢lear and
pleasant day we heve hal. Gen'l B, hse not zllowed any letters to leave hitherts,
ot = mteamsr lesves today that will trke most of the matl., Lisut. Beilaey of the
Maag, 77th cmme to gee e yexterdsy. He pays ke wouwld have besn cnder the aod by
this time btad it nst been for your good mursing. He seaus to be 2 good fallow and
togk Ainner with our mess. My birthdsy wee not merked by enything special.
eouldntt help compering 1t with the last one when wa had a ¢guied littls dineer in
22n4 ftreet, but I consider my cirtumetonces ioproved from last year. I have
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pastponed writing zo lemg thinkings tbhat the mail would mot 7o that pow I am
herzried for time. %o exneot to 20 wlth Furnside 9 Roenoke Txland, vhich is
dafended by three batteries mounting in sll shout 24 puns and garrisoned by 3,000
men, undsr the gommand of the gregt He Ao Flpe of Ve. end Genfl Hill of H.E.

By company have & boattery of § pleces ~ 2 rified guns mrnd 3 howitgers. ¥We had

a Jittle practice last week end at 5 mile's digtence I made gome food shota. I
is quite cheerful about Hatieras now with the flast of ovaer 100 sail and carrying
15,000 troocps; the basds pley every night and the muelc sounds wall over the water.

£ heyes not heard frauw you for a long time. My letter of Dec, 28th or
thersaboute has not been ponswared but we live In hones of fightins our way to some
tetter nlece where we omn have satething to keep our splirites vp a litile. After
thig expedition ze arm to return to Fi. Younrde or Hewpart Hews and reornit. when
all the officers will have z chance to go home, but I want to dlstinszuish oysalf
poehow and glve our betiery & Anme.

Bemember me %o Mleg L. and ¥rs. B. -~ thank the former for her ¥ind note
bhat cems in youor l1szat spd tell har thet =y sorst siciness 12 the “bluss®, a
gotplaint fearfolly comdon on Hatieras., Write to me as soon s you con, stlll
te¢ the same sddresgs. Tho latters will be forwarded 10 us wherever we may be.
Ligut, Balley wighed Yo bLe rewanbered to you and to Mre. B. He sseems Lo fasl
very grataftul to you s£ll for your kindneass to him &nd to his falends - but the
"Cont rabend” waits for the meil eo0 zood-brae.

Tranepart "Ragle® Pamliioco Sound,
February 10th, 1882,

i can imsgine you looking doy sftar day for e letter frem me and have
Been simost ag umch worried ae you, thinking of @3 fnablliity te zend one, mt
Gen 'l Buruemide would act plleow eny mall to go before him expedition hed acogmplished
et lemmt part of 1tk object. 7o begin ay the beglnning - the fleat have had nsthing
but bad weathar since they laft Fi, Monroe mo that we did not embark till Mondsy,
the Ird. and arrived opposite Boanoke Island on Friday. iy Company (R} with five
guns wara on boprd a cozal bos$, very amafortable bhowersr, towed by a ferry bhoat.
The ganboata thelled the batteries all thit moming snd ifnp the evening we landed
abeut 8,000 men znd bivouacked in a swampy cormfield 1l night. On Saturday
wornizg Fogter's brigeds, sbout 4 regte, went out Apd sitacked 2 maghed battary
in the woeds pbout & mile off. Ve ware cbliged $0 waiil 53 2 meserve snd I tell
¥oa it was hard o listen %o the vollays of mmgketry and the cannon shots and not
to be sbtle to halp., TFretty eocon the wounded Hegan to gome in and in about two
houry they sent for us. Te parched instenter spd on srriving found cur {roops
ali thru the woods firing end fichting a fores of ahout 1,800 rebela who wore
behind a bresstwork surromndsd by swamp and mouonting 2 zone, one road only leeding
te 1t gbort wlde emough for one wegnn aznd the woidze on the other side ogoupied by
gecesh, As we filad along in front of the battery the milats began to fly and
it was & sight Lo ses onr line of fez capped men crouchlng llke ponthers slong
throughk the btrush. At length, Gen'l Ferks, our Bripgedler, geve the ocrdar -
fZoueves! Charge and clear that woodl" and with puch & yell es you never imarined,
in ws dashed up to our walsts elmost in water ond cleared that wood in five mimates.

Our Major leading, ws next oharged the badtery and for a moment or $wa on
that r08d I didn't expect tc 2ee you szain, the Minie bells whistled round us likg
hail. Oune ¢ut the sleeve of my coat tut after giving us two more rounds of grape,
the rebels ras nnd we mounted $he hreestwork irn trinmph, Whan they fired the last
shot, your aon was the nearest man $¢ the works and entersd side by gide with Lt,
Leahy, the first officers of ocura inm it, we felt good =nd them a choer aent up -
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fsaah ma Zouaved knor now to zive. Ye formed zgeln and purgued the ememy, s perty of
whom $ried to eseape in borte Tat my compeny and snother were on thelr trecks and
after & short silrmieh In & marsh and cronglog = creek up bo cur arspita, bromeht
back the boate. In ong of tham wae O, Jennings Tlse, acn of H.4., He wae siragk
by 4 balle ~nd died the naxt dey. I have the sword of an officer »ho was w#ith him
in the boet. After this the flzht was over. The belaonrce of our bripgede and the
lut, followed the rehals t¢ thelr camp when they laid d¢wn their arme. Re have
some 4,000 priscners, 5 batteried with abont 50 pa of canmen and hold the fsland,
one of thelir stronzest wolnte, spd the cherge of the 94h declded it, Jen'l Heansgud
tried to get every other regh. to charge through that swary end none would Imdaze
till we came up and needad no mscond order. The otherz laid sbout in the woodp
firing end Cecddding the enemy's fire tut t9 1i$tle purpose, end as we rupghed over
them they would aing out - "o 1n bays! Go ini* but forgot to ahow ws the way.

Llgut. Terater wap badly wounded in the arm pnd Lf. DUshevoles received a
flesh wound in the alds, but we have not logt a men slithough there sre a 2ood
mary wownded. One of cur Company #as shot in the shoulder but oot dancerausly,
and one hed hie magket gbtruck twice within a mimte without Turdipg Rim, 1 sew
one of our boys with hig belt plate dented zo inch desp by 2 bell but hig thiar
wgolen sash fovad him frow s bad bruise. The Ligmte. Colonel of the D'Eplneanil
Zouoves wed with ne snd was shot through the brain while cheearing oor boys on.
Fe wes a fine old Fremeh soldier with silver mousteche end halr and spent the
night before in ocur caebin with Capt. Miiting snd nyself. %a didn't think he wes
ona fated to go s0o noon.

Pabrusry 1lth, =« %s bivousdiced ths nieght of the fight 1o s cornfield some
four mtles np the islend. I may ae well pay mow thet it rained the whole tine
we wora on shors and 1t wes no joke {¢ rough 1%t gs we 414 with oothing to mat
but whet we eould xiil. The next morning {Sunday)} the right wing merched tc the
barTacks where the rebel priscners wers, They sre Wtollt in the best marner asnd
are far aheed of mything that I have secan in the darrsek line, They ars rowe of
lonz wooden builldings divided into sompertments for aiz men, each roqn dlg enough
for 20, »ith o large Tireplaca and chimney irn esch. They had plenty of food,
fiemr, pork and crackers, tmt no coffee or sugar., The zhors batterises are
beputifelly comstructed pnd are the bazt epnrthworia 1 have yei aeen. Almoei
every one had et leagt one heavy rifled zun, carrying sbout s 60 1lb. shot, buk
¥ith g1l that they 4id Hat do our flest as smoh damsge as they should.

it ix 2 heavy blow for the rebsle peids from the loas of guns 2nd man ase
the ielond comomnde the two sounde rnd cpens thae rear of Horfolk and this and
the t=o counties cpposlte on the mainlapd, grow as aach cern as the rest of the
States. Our boym are in glorlous spirits snd from wy knowledge of them I think
that the next time they sra celled on they will do better sven than thia, Tha
rebale relied mch on the swanp wilch they thought impesstrable. One of the
prisonars said - "ide thought we weore to Tight men, not fish¥,

On Hondey morning we marched 2t dayliszht some Tive mileas through & soow
stora end embarked in emell bosta to g0 on the fleet agein. By soue mishep our
canpl -bost the "Shrepnel” was not out Iin the chsnnel cnd we were landed on the

1Zagle" mnd when [ gommenzed to write sbtomt ten olcloek lgst hight, Gspt. Whiting
and oyself zot our men on boarTd the 5. after o two mile pull in 2 blinding enow-
storm, Put the nmail 1w welting and T wlll slege this, Bireet to 9th Regt. K.Y,V.
Brpelde's Expadition, for I don’t inow where wa will ba, Ch, I 2aw Dannison erd
Deiley of the Mase. 2Z7. They think everything of you and both hunted me up.
Dennigon found me lying by & camp fire shout @ olglock st night and set down end
wa had a comfortable talk.
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Gunbort "Shrepnel” off Hoenoke Igland
Feb, 28, 1862,

Sfhen 1 lset wrote yom shout the 1lth irst. we had Just been through the
fight end aince thet time 1 have net been able to send off s lettaer te you, Ror
have we received a mail exoept ebout 20 letiers to 2 oompeny and none for me among
them. We lsid in the Sound tLlll the 18th wher our Refhb. amberized on the gunboats
"Henchhack®, "Perry®, "Barney” snd scie two or three ciore, snd sailed up the Ohowsn
River. 9%e found 1t g rather fine river with sbout 21 £1. of water for a long
dietenca, 4t the mouth 1t 1ls shout 4 miles wide btat bgfora we rest ad Tinton Lt
hecerie Yoy aarrow and crooked with s ewonlp on one side and hlgh wooded hank on
the gther., e poveed oome pretiy Plantzticns, the whlte houses and negro hubs
locired well through the deep green of the forsst but ths only people wars a Tew
negroas who ware ¢cllected in Frowt of some of the deserted uensions.

The leading boat of the squadron hed just arrived opposite Finton st
dygpl on the 19th end was to gnthor for the night, , 55 a3l seemed %o be gpulet and
thare were one or {wo wiman walking on the benk, when the rebals cpened fira on
har with & 12 pdr., guo and cmaketry, riddling her w»ith bullets. FPortunately ail
hsnde were balow at supper sad no one wee Xilled., Col. Hewkina wae up in the crows
tTesg looking out when {he fire opened and the way he Blid down was a cantfon. Ig
wieg tos late to Ao anything thet night a0 we raiired down the river a mile oF two
and waited for worning. 1t wae p dresry reiny night znd ax no 1ights wera sallowed,
1t was dull enmigh.

At mbout 7 A.M. of the 20tk we went up agein and our boye lended under
gover of & fire from our boats, I naver samw e better landing - 1t was done in
perfect order end we were resdy for x fight gs soon re we weore ashors and merched
Tp into the village after 1f, but ap uweuel, "sedamh® had run, leaving knmapspatite
and blsnkets slonz the road., Co. K, wss detalled for nicket duty and I had thae
edvanced line of gkirmishers but we wers not able to find zn enemy. Ths viilage
wag decnplof ma barvacks and storehouses for the C.S5.A. aray so w buind nost of
i¢, not having time to narry off the spolla. It pesmad e gheme to burn such g
pretty placs tut I think 1t was right.

Wa returned lomediztely, taking a look ot Bdenton on onr way bheck and
returtned to the "Shrapnel” on the 2igt., where I am now. ®e are lyiog about a
mite from shere in Croatsn Spunt and ae wo heve had bed wezther for some dayse,
there has been but 1ltils Intercourss witb the rest of the regh. EBalley of the
27th inpa. has been to see me again, He and Tennisen seai to have taken a fanay
to me. The gnly man we lost at Roanske wep one of car Comipeny. He wsae oot badly
woundad mt he wos Imprudent esnd sggravated it 311l he died. Te expast to ataxt
podt for somewhers and (ol. H. says thet we will g0 to Qld Point after ths naxt
Fight. TWaren't you gled t¢ hear of our behavlor at Reancke? If{ neokes me fasl
good ae I ¢an now be belisved when I talk of the 9th am the crack M.7. Regt.
They heve bad the reugh part of & soldler's lifs &bt Hatteras and now they show
that they can gustaln thelr reputztion aos 2 good fighting Hegt. We are to have
Hognoke on our ¢olore.

How I want to¢ hear from you dut the malils sre llke angels viaits tmt we
lock foar hetter times. From all we heser I think that the rebellion iz aboud
srushed. They don't fisht with the trae zrif, to uss a sconmon phrase, thelr gonl
tg pot In 1% end when the bayonsta are coming ther run. Srite soon.



Cemp Reng, foanoze Island, H.C,
HeToh 2th, 188672,

For the firat time since our dlsewbarketion on thls island, I tave s place
and time to write to you wore fizlly than I coenld on bosrd the "Shrspnel" whare our
quarters wers confined end the interruoptions were constant. Tour two letlers of
the 1ith and 23rd of February ceme to hend on the 4%h, much after the proper time,
but our mails heve been very irregular since New Tesr's and not ome hslf have
arrived. FBy some chence, fortunmtely, yours reachad me in safsty though g1l the
raat oxcent one from Jehn Hitehell miecarried,

¥e have been lying in bthe Sound on beard cur bosts ever sinoe the Fizht
while moat of the other ${roops hnve baen aghore in cemp end we wera rmch rejoiced
to hasr thet the expeditlon wap going on souswhere slse but you -~an judge of our
feslings when the order come for us $o raupln with ths 89th N, 7, and the 8th H.H.
t¢ garrigon the ipland. #e felt that it wae s poor return for our services and
thet me hed the righi to be employed in activa eervice afior our iong stey at
Hatterau, but Co}, F. is senior Colonel =nd thet wag mode the excuss, thoupgh ha
fought hard pzalast it and begeed at least 1f he was forced %o etay that his
Begt. alght g0 - Put there is a strong Jeslousy szeinet ue, eepecislly in Renc'a
brigede and it was of nQ uRe, WC we landed on the Sth mnd are now cocupying soms
of the secagh barracis st the vpper eud of {he island., Col. Hawklssg is acting
Brigedier snd hee chosez me as his side. fo thai I en at present debached from K,
whioh is ordered toc g point some 8 wiles below that commends the enstern chapnel,
as there are some hopes of an attempt to retake the place on the pert of Gen'l
Brage who hea coms to Worfolk from Pensacola with his brigade. If they came here
theay will probebly have a hot time of it. The leland is one of the best places
we have yet seen- there are ssvaral goed farme but there is consldarsble pwanmp.
The setives ore of phovt the pame Slass os the Hatteras bankers, sowe of them
porhape a 1ittle eivilized by the people who ussed to resort to Nags Head just
cprogite, which was 2 rether fashionsbls watering pince for thia part of X.C,

I 414 nst intend to have by letter to you rosd by cutsiders thers wers
gome thingg iz it that soended too miak liire bregging, 4f I rezollieat right, end
that I wonld tell to zo one but you though they ars known hers. I hope you didn't
copy them. I wrbte to Barrist Londreth $wo weeks ago and will xrite to Unels J.
vhen therea is &n opportunity. We are not notified when a mail ${g going ont ao I
trust my letters to the tender meroles of the sdictant ‘s mail bag and hope thay
wiil go gquick. TYou rmast not be Loo maosh disappoinied at the irresgalarity of my
letiara. Ye are not setiled snough o glve me & chence fo write often,

Lieat. Col., DeMonisil spent the nizht Lefore the fight with ur on the
*Shrepnel® and I teock quite a fancy $o him, ¥e kxnew Zavaray, my old teacher,
and me tzlked t117 quite lats, A I passed bim ln the charge next dsy, he was
cheaering sur men on, stending on s leg, & prominent mark for the snany, and
ghoutine “En Avent, Zou Zous!% Wot p minutse afterwards he fell with 2 Twlilset
through his hesds

Sundey, Heh. 9762, Dennlzon hes just been 4p to sge me - he statd about
a0 hour, saw e review and inspecilon of the Regl, =znd wes aoms surprised at the
gtyle our battery wae consplououe and called forth wuch admipstion from the amy
of ficers vhoe were there. D. aeens %0 be s good sort of fallow snd I rather like
him., Fe says the ezpedition is under orders to stert st dsybreak tomorrow -
probably for Wewbern, though we don't new for geriain.

fhen have you heard frow Eiiss? Bhe has uwot writbien me for three manthe,
She murely i# net so foolliseh ae Lo Te provoked at xy correspondence with the Dts -
1t is not like her. Gec. Delevolse, ™nd Lieut., of %o. k. who wasn wounded in the
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plde and went home, 18 =zon of hrg. Cornel)l of 7th Avenue, eo twebt X, will Loer
from Ta that way., 1 sent aose medseres but had no opportusldy $0 write. Doea
dumt Sugan wrlte sz if there was eny show for svery cefFisng for the farm or is it
all they can do 1t mwake the lnterest? Orain mnst bring good prices now and thoss
who stay at home %o farm ought to mels money but it woulds't meit me. I wouldn't
ghapre uy prosent mode of Lify, rough and full of dangere ne it 15, for = quiet
11fe at home, mt least Just gt pressnd when sll hends gre wanted to wind up this
thinz., Morris cught to come ocut, he will be sorry he didn't after the war is ovar.
I wouldn't exechanze the honor of heving belongad to the $th fur a zood desl.

I am writing In Cept, Parissn's guerters, our own not beinz fitted up
mich ke we move 8o soon. CJur boys mre smuging thenpalves Yy rolliing cennon bells
For teapins in the compeny street. The werther is superb, wat@ end suany as June
end the plae woode argund aontribmite to Hake s forget that at the north you
probably are wesaring the thick winter clothing yet. We have hed shad for two
weeks peet but I don't thiek they sre 26 £023 ap wa wued Lo have st Brisgtel,

That I went most is satawps, please pond me 3i. worth. I enclags 15, and have
sbout $100. to send e poon a8 the etprass is ready $o0 take it. Thare wilil
probably be 3150, more next vaydsy 1f my new uniform dan't cost $oo much. e
ara obliged to get it mitho I prefar the U,8. resulation that 1 now waar.

Renewber ma to Mies L. and to KHrs. By, 41l chances for furlouzsh asam
to be gxtinot at presemt. Capt. Bernett gtes home scon on resraiting service
and I hear that E. 15 t0 be recrulied up te 125 men, But it is time to close
a8 the msil I hear 12 to close thle afternoon,

Cpmp FRepe. Rosnoke Ipland, ¥.G.
Bunday, Heh 17, 1883,

Testerday we had the first large wail that has resched us sinos the
Expedition started. I3 brought me yours of the 3rd snd glae one from Eliss,
which wae coumsnced in Jamaary., I hsve written seversal times since the bDattle
of Roancks snd hopa that before this my let$ere heve resched you. The medals
are a mmbng, we think of refusing them, RX.I, City heg sant vs & flsg vhich we
raceived today Tt don't want 1t. Cur 0ld red rezimentsl color that ia faded,
torn and weatherbestem, 1e worth o dosen new ones.

Gec. Dupning's marriage don't warpriss me much - he is too gread =
cateh %0 remeln fingle long, Fhat kKind of person ig Mrs. W.7 EEIXI. T told
George ¥urrsy sbout ¥Methiide end Mr. J. - he is quite well znd wishes to be
resenbered, “Geo, is 5 zeTgesnt of Co. B, and s good poldter,

What & misanse thet "Haprimac" has made of heveplf, It oughi £o0 mole
thess old navel fogies think shout teking Forfolk., The last time I asw the old
"Cumberland” ghe was lying off Hatteres protecting ms. Wa rather expect secech
fown thie way soon, our batfery goes down the iglond tomorres morning and I am
raligyed from ald duty to go with 1t, If 1 esp get a furlough at £l 1t will Dha
in sbout twe weeks. Uix of our officers go home tomorrow, 1Z of then sra promobed
from 8srgte. 1 send thig to Belilmwore by L. Donsidgom, as the gquickest and
surest way &2 have it reash you, Howking may change hig mind shout letting any
moers go, 8o I don't think mush of L.

Tlige don't zean to #rite in good apirits, thousgh she wrote 5 12 page
letter. I waa sorry to hear that Josle had been delicate all winter. She says
they miss me msh and {idiﬁl says - "how blegsings brighten, atc.™ 5She seema ko0
be mwob talken up with churoh sffaire as thay have besn heving & revival golng ¢z
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at Ytk Ave. for m long time. I went %o g0 North now more thsn sver before since
lapaving it. In fect I was nosltivaly touohed with homesiclkness for the firet time,
#het between net belng very well, disgast at belng 124 to zarrison Rosnoke, znmd
gnxiety to pea Lo mome of vy private Gusiness north snd chlef of all & lonvsing to zae
o again, I felt miserable enough, but with 2 chence to sse eervice a.xin, ns we are
Zoing to put ome of our riflad 12 Pdrs. on = seilboet apd orulgse a little on tur om
hiook and & distent prospect of = short farleussgh, I feel sems restored.

Bemarber me kindly to all friends and excuse s short latter g5 I will writa
soon agatin,

Gamp Rens, Noh., 29th, 1382,

Yaur lettaera of the i0th mad 17th arrived yesterday. We have to weit longer
then over now es gll our malls zo to Newbern hefors balng teni here, whieh delays
thee an indefinite time me they do not think it worth while t0 gend up & str. Juet
to cerry the msil, I have tesn relieved from rld duty because Cept. Fhiting's
vrdars were changed ond ha only hap hzlf the company down the ifsland while I remaln
et Catp Meno in oschmand of three gane gnd the other half. Ae eon arttillery officer
I have no gumrd duty to do sand have conssguently sn eagy time, I om 1iving with
Dp, White in a comfortable barracik, the bast houas in cexp about 18 x 20, md a
fine firaplece where we késp o good log flre poing. Cur uess conalsts of Dre.
¥hite, Fumphreys, Liest. Lyon, 4tk Fhods Iplped Ordngnae offiopr of the post end
syself., Ve have rookfich and aweat potatdes in ghundance tut have to depand gn
pregerved meats aa we have hod noe Iresh mest sivoe our landing.

Scme 100 contrebands have come in and ! have a very good boy for asrvent,
ha ridea some 5 miles every moraing end brings ue in fresk milk, a Ilumary that you
mext be & Aoldiar ts eppreninte. Be belonged to & Dr, Lindeey of Waghington, D.C.
1o bas 2 farm down hare and ran sway sonc weeks ago. Lisut. Lyon ig 2 rezl Tankes
from Newport, R.J. Fo is master of half a dosen trades and well informed on most
subjects, especially on chesmisitsy end makez a very plessent oompanion. Fomphrays
has taken = grest feney to him and he ig very particular who he messes with. I den't
get uvp 111 74 A.M,, ged breskfast, light & chercol and go out %o look at guard
moanting whieh it la pert of a moldier's houndan dugy to go $¢ see. AL 10 we
have g cdampany drill whish I sometimes muperintend smd a8 often don't; at 1 comes
tattelion &rill when I tmice the battery to the regloentel drill ground pbout half
mila off and we 4711l for sn hour or twe. Aftsrwards cowes dinner and drezs parads
2t 5 P.M, when we do ourusives proud, We hed almost all tha officers of the N.H,
&th wp the other day and theay went haok with ihe expressed ¢onviatlon that nokhing

ecld bept the atyles of the Zou's.

I heve nothing mors to 4o exoept eguppar or g gawe af ball snd spend the
¢rening round cur fire with the Drs, chatting on all subjects till about 10 or 12
and then we retire. Altogether it is ns comfortable 2 plece as we osuld well be in,
exgopt as to meil feollitieg in which 1t is worce thar Hatterss, oniy we ought to
have been at Newbern, We lnow we 413 ouzr duty here and Gen'l Burnglde, Peris and
Foatar have said 80 but Beno mnd his brigede hate us, at least ag far as the 9th
F.J. ant the Sist ¥.T. are ¢onoerned. They aspread all kinds of liaer sbout comcerning
us and trying $o injure cur reputstion shile e# a rezt. there iz, I oan safely esy,
ne bther in the V.8, service muperior to us in digoiplize end knowledge of our duties.
Of courte we have some scukps bud I think that at the present time the grester portion
are in the gusrd house and the worst cases wesursly anohorsd %o 68 1b. shot that
rather cocls their fiery spirite. Our company,(X) wae formerly the scapezost of the
regt., but sinee Cept, Thitlng hag Been in command, its sondust hss besn seagnd tco none,
Fa have not hed s men {» the guerdhouse for mentha. A48 to the Winton affalr, no regt,
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eould have digembarked in better order. Our orders were to burn certain houses
which was done by men selected for the purpose and all the rest remained in the
ranks. The stories of our pillaging, etec. are false. I write these things to
you es I know you teke almost as muich interest in our good name as I do myself.

It is almost & passion with me, belleving in the 9th as I do. Col. Betts resigna-
tion was ceused by his being obliged to lose a lucrative situation in the Supreme
Court if he staié our sny longer. He is 2 great loss but it will not affect the
regt. me much as it would some six months ago.

Camp Reno, Roanoke Island, N.C,
April 7th, 1862,

The mall today brought me your two letters of the 23rd and 28th of
March. It is getting to be such 2 hebit to recelve two from you by each msil
that I should hardly be content with one. The boat went beek to Newbern before
I hed time to resd, let slone snswer, them so thet I am obliged unwillingly to
let a mail slip without sending a line to you, but we expeet another boat to go
in two dpys and I write this to be sure to be in time,

Fillie Scott's death must heve been & great blow to hisg mother, Where
will she go? Greeley has made a fool of himself about Mellellan, He is like
Hr. ,.Perking and a lot more who think they know more sbout conduecting a war than
a soldier and are disgusted and growl because a General don't do impoesibilities.
We are in the worst place for news that you can imagine. Somebody stezls our
pepers and ell we cen get ere rumors. If they are to be believed, we are doing
egplendidly. No.l0 taken, the Merrimaec sunk, McClellem at Ft. Monroe with 100, 000
men and Yorktown in our hands - all good news but nothing known.

I em glad to be able to answer your guestions so well. lst. Roanoke is
healthy if our sick list is to be believed. ¥e have not lost a man from disease
since our arrivel. Our camp is on the highest part of the islend and is as healthy
s spot as there is here. I don't gpesk Fremch - parcegque - there's nobody to talk
to. I weigh 2lmost to a pound whet I did when we left N.Y., eat like an anaconda
or other similar vegetable you choose to think of, have shaved the whigkers that
have bung round my face in bushy luxuriance hitherto and wear the mustache and
goatee as formerly, look I presume quite nstural only subburat - at least I judge
g0 28 no one ever compliments me on belng hanlgéme; have good milk morning, noon
snd night, which my derkey purveys before breakfast somewhere down the island, and
other good things not in proportion as grub is rathsr scarce oxcept fish and eges.

Don't think, under sny circumstences of visiting this place. If you could
see Nags Head you would not think much of it as even a temporary sbiding place. It
is a collection of figch Imts and the blackened ruins of the hotel znd the larger
buildings that once made all its glory. As to my furlough, it must wait till Ceol.

He 18 in the humor. He is acting Brigsdier Gen'l. end I am only a lst. Lt. As to

our hospital, Dr. Fumphreys would feel insulted if you doubted the ability of his
nurses to attend properly to the sick, I have stamps enough for the present but

you might gend a few more - they are hendy to have in the house. I think I teld you
that the remsine of Sir Welter Raleigh's star fort are yet to be seen - you can trace
the outline of the parapet very plainly. Do not feel dliscouraged beceuse I don't

come home - it isn't best or advisable or I'd eome. Perhaps you would feel better

in Germentown, better try it anyhow. They want to see you and you want a chenge from
Annapolig and hospitale. Two of our compenies end four of the 6th N.H, have gone

up the Sound somewhere. I came near going but being elone with my detachment, couldn't.
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Remenber me to tiss L. Epd the rest. Tall thesn that my iuck seems to
rn ageinst furloughs. I am pitting in %hite's quarters =t sbout aldnight or
after, 75 near =8 I osn juess. Thlte is off to Hewbern for a for daye ond I
mis in his stead over the shanty. It is s cold, reiny night but 1 an as
comforteble as & bug =ith a Jolly fimge of oak and pine loge in the fireplace.
#rite often, your letters alwaye come though the mails ars so irregalar. 1
heard from Jec. Swain the other day - he seans £0o be in low apirits zbout
having nothing to do. He spys Wr. King, Sr. is s3ick =2d has bean for sometime,
Dok =nd Sughing are sattllng up at 42 Pine Street - pogr buslneas I suzvect.
Bumphreya ssys he don't know Mrs, Fargy., #hat was har agiden name? Ie has
myriade of couains and don't taow $he helf of them, Don't tell her though.

If 1 did get e furTlough, Avnsnclis would be an inconvenient plece Lo go
o 2nd time ls preclous when 2 fellow hes ac little 284 he gonerslly bhas on &
lazve of absence and at Oermsntown I could go right to you withoat deley. Frita
Le 990L.

Camp Heno, April 156th, 18832,

The leat mall from the north 414 uwot bring me a line from enybody, amch
to my Adimguet. %e have nothing t0 write about here st everything goes on ssoothly.
Burnaids came up on Sunday and we geve him 2 review. The boys looked gay in their
faney ontifors which ia rich but not flashy like that of the late D'Solnenil Zouarves.
{ar rezimental health lg good, nounz bedly sick., %e start tonlght on an expedition
sgmenhere into F.C, Our whole regh. the 85th K. 7., 6th N.H, and two more from
Fawbarn. T thick Burneide will be in commend. Our detisry goes nlong undsr the
direction of (0ul. Fowsrd of tha Marine Artiliery end I write yoru a0 that you will
get thie at the useel time if 2 meil zoes befofe wa return. White hes bese %0
Fewbers and re-arte a great desl of sickneas there - typhold fever, ste, It i
uooh healthier on Rpanoke. ©apt. Barnstt bag gona to W.Y. on reeruitins service.
It ig not my luck to get saway - I will prodabdbly serve ny time out., 7rite to oa
sonr. In hogte.

F.5. April 17th, Fot off yet bdut expeet ic go Lefore long., Dr. Whike goes
to ¥.Y. with the sick that are sble to 20 snd will tsice this note., I am well and
wigh I ocould ge nortk Yut with the prospest of & batile before us, of courss it i
cut of the coestion. T diréct ¢¢ Germeniown g2 your letter came today saylng you
reare going thersa. Am glad you ere well and fael zood abouwl the Corinth fight.

I =rite every mail and don't &now why mine don't reach you. Love to all.

Upmp Bent, Hoanoke Island
April Z21st. 1882,

I write in hasts that if poseible t:ls may resch you before the pablished
sraounte of our battls., Te started in sieambonts on Good Fridey, five reglmentas
of uk, and ksiled un the Fasquotsnk t¢ a2 peint three milea below Tlzabaeth Cly,
londed at 12 P.H, mnd started ot 3 A, M., marched 35 miles, met the snemy {the 3md
Georgia and a 1ot more} and whipped thez by & charge, 1f you cen so csll it, <of
man who we¥e worn cut by e longy foreed werch ne onry were, %o lost some 70 Ki1led
and wounded, Our AdjJutant, Gedaden, wss Zilled. Capts. Oraham snd Hammill pnd
Iieszts. Flingecehr, Hartholomew snd Col. Hawking wounded, Lieuts. Morris spd
Eorbart had two of our battaryr guos zlong and I s happy to state, d1d oueh to
gain the day. #e killed » large muber of the enemy sod silenced $two of their gsuns.
%o fought for sometine vnder A heavy Fire of greps end cernlster thet rekad the road
wa wore in completely. Uith my uweuzl Iuck I ¢sme nsar & wound but 4ldr't zet it.
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I mas e#ighting oy gun snd 2 canister shot sfruck oun my centeen thiat had swung

in front of me and mashed 14 iz, Fforduneately not harting me. e bivouacked oan
the field =nd »t 10 P&, received orders to amrch bedk =sgain which we 414,
through clayey roada =et by the ralt lnto md slmost impssseble, to the boats
sboot 16 miles off. We resched thare about 5 & M., heving marched 40 miles mnd
fought a battle ineide of 75 hours - prett; good for s sat of H.Y. hoys - and
di4n't wo slesp, whaw! FHarving had no rest for two aights, we wePe a# near played
ont gs could Be. Pogr Bllly Csvensush wae Willed, ehot throvgh the heart. Hae
lived sbout half en hour., I wea sept for to see him on the Tleld but could caly
stay 5 wlmrte, THe zave me gome mespeges snd spld - "Diek] Tell then I died doing
oy duty.® HYHe was a brave bay and it mrde wme ead having known hiu =0 long =nd he
only Joined the regt. to be with me, OCur Adjutpnt Gadeden had only been with us

a fow woelks gnd thig wne hig flrst fight. EBe had made himpelf smeh liked in the
ragti. slresdy and we feel his loas much, =8 the Ifirst officer who has falen in the
field,

I hopae this will reach you sll right and write to me soos. O course
these wounded 2fficers zoing home stop my chance for s furlongh yet swhile.

PaB. 1 will write pgain soor - the mell ie gZoling right gway and I want
you to get thie,

Cawp Reno, Roanoke Island,
Hay let. 13882,

My last letter wap o short cne, written Just afiter the Seuth Mills
effatr ond thisg 18 the firet chanes we heve had of gending ony letters ainos that
time. The meil that same today brought no letter for we but es it wes p emall
®ail and snother will be ¢oming ir & few days, T hope for batter luck next tima.
kg no true report of our fight will reash you, I will give a ehort assount of
it, ’

¥e were ardered four daye before starticg to be ready st an hour's
notlce to lzave ou an exrpeditios involving s loog march and s fignt., Of course
ell the netivee heard of 1t anéd gent the aews stralght to segesh, Good Fridsy
re started on etesmbosts, the 89¢h R.Y., the Sth ¥.H. and ogrs frod here and the
Sist. Penng end 2lat Masm, frow Fewberp - all under sommend of Wen'il Beno, Ye
took two howitzers and the punbost Virginia sent two more. We leonded shoul
midnight thrae miles balow Tllzabeth {ity snd our brigada startsd at 4 o'golosk
an the march:throush the traachery of o gulde we marched 25 miles ingtead of 12
&g wo thould heve done, and found the other drigade lyings off while our two guns
ander commend of Lt. Herbeard, our Znd. Lieut enpseing the enemy at long rangs.
I wos lamedintely sent to take chargs of ocur gsunet end went right o work., ieem-
w«hiley sur regt. was lad out inte the open field In fromt of the enemy's positicnm
which wes on the 28re of 2 wood apnd wae ordersd to charge while still gome 600
yde. off and suffering from ths snemy's guns. Tha men were worn out by the rapid
narch under & hoi sun dnt went in. Ve lost some 60 Kllled and wounded in 10
mirctes and they wera then inclined t¢ the right io taks the rebele in flank,
which cught to have baen done in the first place, The snemy construsd this into
a2 repulae and returned to thelr gons, from which they hed retired, but mesnvhilas
I bad ron my 12 pdr. up to 400 yis., distanos end opensd with shrapnel with snch
goad effect that after o few rounde of grape, which d1dn?t do mich harm, thay
left izmcontinently fe scon as cur man began to show on thelir flank, All this
time the other regis. hed done nothing, though twe of thew were frash {o what we
were and after the enomy had retreated, the 5th B.H, fired s velley lnto the woods
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snd thoaght they 4id &« large thimz, fe elept on the field in the rmin of courge,

it siways reina on our aexpeditions, But et 10 o'elock =211 hends were waked up and
formed {in line of bettle. We zuppased we ware polag to lgok up =nother fyht or
destroy tho capsl end tired z3 they were, avery m=p wae ot his post, Instapd of
that we were warchad back to owr beats over 2 &lay rosd, wat end muddy. %e reached
the river bank esrly in the moroing 2fter having marched 40 milesn snd foupht =
battie lzealde of 26 houors, Reinins sz it was I leid dAown on the bank snd slant for
two hours, simost "played ocut", to uae 2 common expression.

The whole thing was fesrfolly mismanaged, We misht have sastured elmost
nll the rebela apd thelr gpang &end socompliehed =11 we rere gent to d¢. Instend of
that, the affplr wae rapolved into 2 duel bstwesn ocur Rept. rnd the 3rd Jeorglis,
the erack goutherm regbt. and ome that hee repeatedly sent us challengen. ‘They were
fragh and nnder cover, we tired and in the open {ield unader il the fire they could
give we, end we vhipped them hut our lees was ssvere, ¥We took bmt 750 man into
the £ield =2nd lost 10 Willed eani 58 wounded, Col. Bawkina wss hit in the arz and
the Adjt. %liled. Bllly Cavensugh woas killed end all those who fell weras brave :
boys, In retwrn, our Chaplain counted 20 of thetr desd in nne iot, killed by cur :
tattery and they acknowledszed the loms of the Jept. and let. Lisut. of their bsttery. 1
I sighted my zuns myeslf end 1t was pretty work while the gTepe ghot was {lying X
prcund we l1ike & young hailztorm. Ones struck my canteen, which hmd agwmung to the frant p
while slzhiine oy plecs, buat the canteen belngs Nl 1t didntt g0 through, T have the -
bullet or rether grape shot, one of my boys ploked it ap 2n8 I keep it to show you }
vhan | go hems, whenever that happy time comes, bt our wounded officers must haye ;
forlonghe and thet of conrse knocke wine in the head. f

Gol. Haward of the Morlne ArSillery, who was in command of mil our zunx, {
&id me the proud thing By a special mention in his remort to Jep, Burnside. (Don't
mandlon these things o anyense., I den't like to beer what I write for mother's
own epr, talked about = if zeemg like breagging, as there {g no one else whowa
opinion I cara snowgh sbout %o tell theme littls things.) I've been in fwo fighis
now and am not im B hurry to ces 2 thirxd though I am rasdy when ordered. The fire !
we wargs under wag twice s» heavy as Bosanoke end cur men beheved gallently but it was
sickoning to ges our brave boye falling so usslessly. I could have ghot Remos or
Rawking that dey with 8 g00d will end 1z eny other serviae but ours the former would
be caghierod for his moat quipable miamgnagement., I think they will shift the blane
oz other shoulders but I know =nd wlll always consider the boys who fell st South
¥illy murdered and nothing eloe, It is emough io meke £ man reaign and were oy love
for the service or &y regt. less, I would do me. I beve pretiy thoronchly used z
gallorts privilege of growling tut feel more than I write -~ these thinge can't be
talked about mach,

I sm writing st about 1 o'clogk A.M, In the suerd tent, belng officer of
the zuard and it le ralning like fury sg it does here aboot s third of the tims, =0
if wy "ehirog® 1= a little worse than upusl, considar the eiroumstances, *hy doa't
Fitga writa me. I snpwored hor letier loug age, Unsle Spu don't do hie duty by us,
his faithful aservents. The oomplalnta of hiz meil sre neither few or far between,
It is sbont on eves chance whether helf our letters reach us or not, Give my love
£ all the folks and writs me soonm sgpin. I heve hod ope letier since Fou renched
Garmsnt own.

The firet yepr of gur enlietment is uwp mext Sunday. T hope the war wiil
be pretty well ended in the aext 12 monthe, ¥e have had no newe from the noerth lesg
than two wesks 0ld ond dont't know whet HeClellen ls doing or shether Grant is
hammaring the Corinthians or not, I have a secesh officer's sword captured mt
Roanoke and o 1ittle muntine rifle, g Winton trophy, COne of thew T calculate to
give 16 Unele John end the other to Hr., L. B, Sacti, 1f I get home all right =nd



T

wayos by that time 1711 have aone moers, A sergesnt end eight men are golng to
H.T. by the boat tomorrow woralng ss an escort to Adjt. Gadaden's body. I was in
hopes thet en officer would o in cherge. in whish esse I had 2 rocd chance, bug
Col. H. got med about something snd wonldn't cend any of ox =204 =2 he wearls an
eogie on hlg shoulder strap 2and I only £ ber, there ig¢ nothing to be gaid,

hre any of the Vetind out? %Phey hzve enough boys te furnish one or $wo out
of the fanily to fipght o little for the flag. Write me =211 the news.

Crnp Reno, FRoanocke Ialand,
Mey Sth, 18&82.

Yours of April 2let. came by the lart mail and &3 2 rsll Yeaves tomorrow
morning T will znower it now though the next boat thet goes to Ratterss will orobably
taka g letter guicker than thie whlch hme te go to Wewbern, I za gled you are having
s plezsant viwli to Germantown im splite of the chuence of hosniials, though there ls
reglly someitilng aftyactive in them aftsr you heve bgsen & few times through end bee
come interssted In some oames. If the men ip the snnspolis hospitals were ps cheerful
as ours are they wouldn't be plek me long, Tumphreyn says he never gaw e sgl of men
that wera more jolly while suffering from aickness or mounds than these Ylambs of tha
#hU. It would have done youu 2ood to have heard the party of wounded that went homa
by the last stesmer whan they want off - nothins but jokes and fun. Almoat every one
bad his twllet to show, bubt it waa on the fleld thet they showad the trvemanlinegs,
Hot opa Tmi many of those wlp were oniy hit ino the arm or hand wouid tell $he Dr. when
he comg fo them - "Never mind me, g0 to that man over there. He ia hit worge thmn I
am* ~ snd naver grumbdlasd bLeosuse their tmrm did mot come quick.

¥o have a Teport from Horfolk that the Marrimse & Co. went out the othar
night intc Hampton Roads and the Jemestown and Yorkiown were gobbled by our fleet
gnd that the Herrizmee hadn't come beck, I hope it is true but want aome datsils.
410 the capture of Hew orlesns, It seems probsble mt in the lack of position
informetion, we hesltete at belleving soything, If Forfolk fsglis, me won't stay
on Rosntke long, that is a pretiy sure thing, as 500 men would garriacn it suffi-
eiently. MeClellzn 1s the wen now. If ths rebels are well whipped at Yorktown op
Gorinthis, the game ix up.

That wen the ¢sutiom sbout my epending my money for 1n your letter? WFas it
cenesd by any prospest of want in partioulex? IT there 15 sanything of the kland - if
you have lost any money, d¢ write me. I x111 have st lanst $300, to send home next
payday which ought t¢ be mcon gs our puster rolls have alresdy gone to Fort Monroe,
if the exprege ever comes here ¢ get it. I not, I will send e draft on H.Y. whieh
you can oaeily gei cmphed. Spend every cent thet I zend {f you wani anything, I
cen aarn wore when 1 get home at somethine or ofher though T would ilke much =
position in the regular service, i.s. in the Artillaery.

I am at present seting on & general Court ertizl now sitting ot Jeadmarters,
which relieves ma from all ether duty for sometime ng w8 heve a number of cages to
try - some pretty serions. I went t0 gee Cept. ¥hiting ot hie¢ little ocamp down the
island last Friday and stayed t11l Monday, had & good doy’s anlpe shooting on the
Haps Tiead beack besldss p plaasant erulse in gur gunbosi. It is raeally cold tonight,
a big fire in our fireplace ig necessary for comfort -rather singuiar for ¥ey in this
latitude, The woods are full of flowers, howsver, the Iaurel, dogwood and s mumber
that I don't kpow the names of, make = ride down the isisnd a very pleasant ona,

We have about 500 contrabvends now, 160 €ame over thes other day in a tTanmeh. If the
atreom keeps up much longzer this part of H.C. will be pretty well depopulatad of the
eslored zantry., Thet will we 40 with then after the war g over?
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Sive @y love to gll, Tt seans 1ike o huge treic for se to nttenpt Lo
vrite t0 snyone el2e bDut you end in eomsequence I seldow do it, careless =g
ugual of what oy ocorrescondents think., Xilltary matters are always uppemeost
in my thoughts end It must bore anyons $o0 roed my letters so they don't loge
mach. Correy bzs redsaned his cheracter in a zreat meamare Yy hia cunduct at
South 4ills and Im sinee. Fe used to be n good dasl of s humbug,

FaBls Y hate fancy envelopss Bub they ares all I can produre. Geo.
Warray inguires after you often. If you have eny news of Nr., J. always write
it Lo wa, )

Cermp Rene, Foaneke Island,
ey 16th, 1882,

Your letter of Mmy 4th came tonight. I is strenge that none of my
lotters written since the South ¥illa effalr heve reeched you Hut I am glad
thet you sew our bhoys In Phila, Co. H. 18 g good Compeny for anyone to ank
about we ~ they all liked me - but you amat not %ake ell theay sey for gold.
Zevavas are ap Bzd pe Irieh for blarcay.

I d3dn't tell you enythivug obout that Ceptaimey tusiness, it wes
unapleasant pnd I didn’t want it knoown out of the Ragti A Captain's
comniesion came for me the other day from Albany, duly signed by Horgen snd
all in good order. slthough Hawiclns bad sent on snothsr namue to fill the
vacaney., Of aouras it looked like outsids wire-pulling on =y pard, though
I will do my brother officers the justice to ssy that ihey 414 not wmispeet
me of having had aoything to do with it. OFf conrse T sent it back to HMorgan
with & short note enying that I coold mot socept any sppointment unless 1%
game 1n the regular way throggh s recommend from onz fol. Morgen has had
his fingerp in ocur roginental pie several tlmes and always got then soorched.
Ho will lesrn efter a while that we can attend $o our own tueinsss better
witbout cutaide relp, I thiok it zuet have Deen doma throwugh Judge Bronsonia
infiuence, I have po other friends in ¥.Y. at all iikely to do enything of
that irind.

Since the fall of FRorfolk, re are daily sxpecting orders to lesars
thia ialewd es 1t is no longsT a poet of lmportsnce. There we g0 is not
known. If there 1s no prospect of onr belng called lnto motioz scon I will
try t¢ go north in e week or so and will prodably succeed, hut den't expect
e too smpeh., I am wuch D tnesrteln indiyidus? - if you sre content at
Gemsntown you had batter stay either there or at Bristol for = shile yat.
Yhet $e Morris doing at Old Point? I wigh they would take the opportunity
to aome dowe hers.

The 5th of naxt June will W the anniversary of our embarketion st
Hew Tork for Hewpert News. The time has passed tolerably faast ip apite of
Hatterss end I heve ploited up comdidarable koowledgs of soldiering in thst
time end been ander heavy fire twice, not often to beo enre bul betfisr than if
I bad become 2 home guard and etayed north, There is aothing to write about
tris time - the woodsm on the iglznd pre all olothed in their new dress of
gresn, ths frogh light shadae of which looks refreshing agsinat the sombre
baskground of the pines, Sive my love to all the family and write as often
ag you cen. If the mall don't zo for gome days, I will write agein tut a@ wa
generally have nmot more $han half an hour's notice, it don't do to wait. It ia
efter midnight and [ wiah I wes #pending the evening north of the Hasen & Dixen
line ingtesd of in Rosnoie.



Cemp Zeno, Resnocke Island
sy 24th, 1862,

The lasi three mails although they ceme nretiy nser tozether, brought me sach
a letter fron yon, much to oy zatisfection, but we lesd wuch & gquiet 1ifa hers on
Roancke that 1t ig herd to find weaterial for & letter. The arrival of the paymester
hae deen s welcome bresk in the monotony as funds were growing low. I find that I
will have full $200, c¢lear this time. Gel. Hawkins tha other day, when I told him
of my desire t6 g0 home, salid 1 con)d go sp 200n aw some of the sbaent officers
should retvrn, whan thzt will be however is uncertsin - uvrobably in the course of s
month. I have put ihinga in training for a couisgion in the regalar iAr$illery and
doen't dsepeir of soocess. A recommand frop Durnside wonld earzy some welzht with 1%,

%o had green peas yesterdsy for dinner Mutthrovgh the atunidity of our E.0,
cook. who cooked then shells zad £11, they proved to be uneateble. An ordar hes
come for the mail to g0 - Love to all. I will writa again tomsrrow.

$1& Poiat Comfort,
May 30th, 1882,

Don't ba surprised 5¢ hear from me hare. Col. Hawkina selected Cept., Fhiting
and myself snd 20 of our men to escort him to Horfolk vis Currituct Sound and o asmael,
the first $rip through. ¥e have a fine sids-wheel boat, the "Port Royol¥ with two '
of onr howitzars on board. We lof{ Roenoke &% 4 ;.M. yesterdsy, starting fram Comp
- Hens g 2 AM. of course up all night; ran thromgh the Sound and up Worsh River wiih
no cther mishap than Tunnine agrgund two or three timed. The river acenery was tmch
1ike that of the Heckenssok that we arose before reaching Jerssy Clty. a low marsh
on e=ch side. About BC miles from HRoencke we todk the cansl that rune through s
dense oyprass swanp for 5% miles, the first oypTase swanup we have sean, It wam s
grand trip threugh the lofiy oypreosa avenoe and reslized fully the descrintion I
have repd of s=2ld swempe, We struck the Eligabeth Elvar about 15 miles from Nerfoli,
which place we ronched without further incident at abenmt 8 Bul. Ye want with Col.
H, %0 wer Gen'l Viele and efter a good supper glapt et the Atlantic, the first timg
I have slept betwaen sheets for a year - 1t falt gzood.

This morning »e gtartsd for Ft. ionroe, saw the remainz of the Havy Yard
and shipplng - the lerge piie of coal ig 4till burning - saw the battary on Cranmey
Island and Bewsell'e ™, and reached the Fart at sbout & 4.K. Cspt, ¥, and I ame
vigiting old sequelintances at the Fort snd enjoylag ourseives with the goof living
of the Hygela untl)l 4 o'¢lock when wa start for home, i.e. for Toancke, Somathing
¢f a compliment, wasn't it, toc selsst us for thie duty. 1t mekes s11 the rest open
thol> oyes. .

I received your letier of the 12th. 4im gled you are wsell and enjorying
Fourself. Cal. H. told me yesterday that Capt. Ghild and myself nre going to K.Y,
reorulting soon vheu some of the slck offlcara return., We will probebly %e in N.T.
a nonth at lesst and as there are two of as we will heve haif of it lefgure time.
Write to me scom - Love to all,

F.B. I would have written that we were coming but we only ot the order
to leave 2t 8 P .M, end wo started the eame nizht st 2 A.M. with thras deyis zations
cosked and two howitzers - guick work, wmsn't it?
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Capp Bene, Rosncke Ialend,
June 7th, 1887,

(nce more I heve an opportunltiy af writing %o you wiz Norfelk as Capt.
Thiting starts tomorrow worming at 2 OBolooikc for the trvip. Lieut. Herbert goes
this time as I went Igst. OGan., BPurnalds ig golng through on the Host with them
39 they »ill have a pleassnt trip. Youre of the 26tk of May arrived all right
end as agother mail hes cote in I hope to see your wrlting egaln before I gend
thia. ~“e have just hesrd of the capture of Richmond end the general favorable
agpect of thinze north pnd sm nropoerétonslly elated thersnt and bagdn to think
that our fighting is over. That move of Banks sppeers t0 have beon sither a very
cute plen to trap Jackeon or else a bad businese was Yery akilifully made the heat
of. Te are living slong in the regler dull camp life. The boys have had
theatre goinz for acme weeks pest and do very wsell indeed covaldering the many
digadvantares they lsbor under, Wo have a bazeball clud composed of tha officars
and mansge t0 keep & 1ittle 1ife in un that may. {1 am zoing home gomotine but
I 3on't kmow whoan, Col. FE, iz mbgont on sn expedition and gives me n¢ zatisfactieon
es to the time of wmy departurs,

1 P.¥M: The mpil nes heen dieirituted and no letter from Hother. 1 hope
for oze by next mell at least as the mells ars 80 faT apsrt 2nd you may bave been
at EBristol when my laet Jeiter arrived, Reteober sie $0 all my frienta as uwsual.
The wora I think or write about howme the hluer I gat, It is the firet tims that
thepe feelings hove got hold of we since I have bBesn out and if Col, Ruak dealt
come to teree eoonr, I will go anyhow. Dr. Huuphreys will give me o gick certifioste

- any time I ask him se I havs been bothered with neuraligls for two months moet all

the time, srisineg from my teeth and wa have no dentlet haere or enoyone that 1a
pested, a0 T had to grin end bamr it.

Write to te gooz ~gain and do not be disap-ointed =t my ehort letters as
thers is nothing f{o write about mnd 1 can't compose 2 letter out of nothine.

P.5. I will brins some Roaznoke flowers on with @ma - I had no (ime $o szet
any to put in thiz letter.

Samp Reno, Juns 1lth, 1882,

1 reaelved yours of the Zad iedey enslosing Wra. DuBols' cards and I am
glad Mary i merried, Ig 1t what folka call 2 pood metah"? The Loulsians iz nat
here now nor likely to be heres - she wag at the Fosnoke fight and slec eccompanied
wo to Fnton., imrrey L= mot perilecularly liked in the nevy - st lesst smong those
thet I know snd from al)l accounts is not likely to be in the hottest fire. Fill
lagk for young HoElvain 1f I come acrose the bomst. &n morry ¥r. King Is still sisk
exd hope he will reoovar. Yon ase the irregnlarity of our oaila by my lotter of the
16th of ¥ay arriving op the saue day as the one written on the 30th. Ye have ne
reguiar mall and I write this hopinz to aend it by tomorrow.

Capt. Yhiting eod Lt, Herbert returned last night from Borfoli but went
beok immediately 4$0 bring Burnside whe had gone on to Feshington., 1 expact thes
tomorrow and then if Rush C. don't change his mind, the next ¢rip carriea your son
northeard on hie way to N, 7. bt in warbtimg gverything ie "onsertin™ and I don's
faal partioulerly jublilant, Col. H, is et preosent off at Flymouth wiih Company?,
He is ralsing s regiment of loyal N. Cerclinians, e kind of tusiness that woits him
ae hs ie Kipg pin. However, ha trests me well, more wivllly fheh he does moat
pecple, btut I think his tasts for independent soverelgnty will keep us on Roamie
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all sommer. He iz » herd men %o put myshere s he ix plwmost L1f not muite the psnior
Col. 1n the Volunteer gervice snd gould be reative under sime of these fresh brigediers,

1 hope oy trunk ia =211 right et Blize's e2 I intead bringing on my watah and
draselng cmze »lth me wher I return. Uy 1deasg of zetlve gervice znd of & spidlenia
1ife have matarirlly alfered since Juns 5, 1851. ¥e often loush at our mess table
spresd with turtle soup, chlckens, grasn peas, atoc. and mondsr how mich pity would be
spered Tor the s fering suldlers away from home, 1f you only knew how we livad,

It i only faly, howerer, after our rough life at Hetleras. 4ig o refinement of
luxary, we have acistructed a large Indian "punkah® or fan the width of our tedble and
szapendad from the ref{ers, vhiosh is kept in motfon by e "plecaninny™ from the contra-
band camp end serves the double purposs of Yeeping us tool and driving ewsy the

swerma of files that infest all hovsag, Not that we have neaded 1t meh for the

firet purncee ot the neet two weglts heve besn a sontinusl store and s 2o00d firs has
been 5 neceselty for comfort.

ALl hands are st tha thestra this svening, whieh mnelkes 1t eszier for ue to
write 2 1ittle more then umal for it ie rether 2 tasc to write vhen a party 1s iz
the room telking and joking all the time., We hopa by this time that UeGlsllan has
got Rietmond tut 1 fear wuch that Dgauregard heu bean {o0¢ sgharp for Helleck and hae
reinforced Lea or whoever is in comoend at Hlohmond, with alwoegt hipg whole foras,
it we can whip than anyhow and England sfterwarda. Steney hap Yeen raising s
hibbad down in ¥ewbern abomt the airgers. If he 12 gupperied dy the goverpment,
kalf of Burnaide’s offlcers wil] resign. A1l hands 2re rapldly begoming Aboliticnista.

¥rite ae umal and if I don't come it will be sll right. Love to Johm and
Arta anl to the rest of vhe family.

Fortreas Henres, June 24, 1862,

I renched Q14 Point g1l right se Saturday morming znd found that our baat
wzs not expectsd $ill Bunfay »0 that I wight 28 well havs hsd another day north as
not. T stayed in Norfelk all nisht =nd asbout unoon Bundsy the "Port Heysi™ gsme in.
Cept. ¥. bed degpstches for MeClellen nand we are weliting here yet for paewers, The
telecraph to the Cenmeral e hegdaovartsrs gsve cui yasterday during the stora zpd
dteleyed the arrivel of our orders.

B2 nmews in pertienlar. At lest sccounts from Charleston, ws had st off
some 8,000 or B,000 secesh oz Jeamas Tsland end if we get that we can ghell the City
with ecapm. There is & repoert in the Rlcheond Despstoh of the 18th that 6,000 men
from Wevbern are withip 30 mlles of #eldom but I doubt it. Our despetshes this trip
will be fmportent aml T dontt think Bumnmaids =111 move before retelving them. It is
veary &ull here, nothlng eratting golng on. There wae a heayy slege battery shisped
te HoClellen yosterdny with the atores Belonging te it. By last seccunts he is
progragaing slowly but surely snd if oy iaformetiorn iz correct sud it comes from
good authorliy, look out for a battle sbout Friday, Thera doz't aean o be much
¢hance of a move for the 3th., It looks now zs though we wers fo stay at Hoanoke.

Fioase send the box ap xoon as posgible and if you can put in a book of
surreying and s irigoncmetry from wy school books in the boek cass. Donty do it
opanly. GCive my love to the family snd all friends, esvagislly to Mre. Landrath.
Tell Joaie T will write 28 soon ae I et €6 cemp to 2 regleon of pen and ink, #¥rite
qoon and make your latter “via Fort Henrca®,
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Fort Foster, Boanoke Island, N.C.
June 26th, 1862,

We were detained st Fort Monroe waiting for despatches until last night
end reached here this evening =t about 6 o'cloeck. Capt. "hiting goes back to 0ld
Point in the morning st 3 o'clock but =& some other officers are going for the
trip, I stay in camp or rather in our fort, ss our Company now garrison the fort
that fought ocur gunboate at the battle of Roanocke. Had I only known that the
wires were goinz to bresk on both sides of Yorktown I might have had three more
days home but of course that couldn't be foreseen., Our despatches this time were
of great importance and as I said in my last, the battle of Richmond, if not
glready fought, is probsbly going on, Lieut. Debevoise iz going north tomorrow
on acecount of his wound which has reopened. He will msil this in Philedelphia
for me so that you will receive it much séoner than by the regular msil.

I hope to Peceive the box soon as the underclothing is needed much., Our
fort is on the beach and by passing through an embrasure in front of my tent we
have 2 fine bathing ground. Your letters of the 1llth and 18th were awaiting
me as well as the notification from 7th Avenune, which I will sneswer tonight if
my other letters don't take up too much time.

I found the 6th N.H, gone to Newbern and we have only the 89th snd our
regt. left. Col. Hawkins seems to be in too good spirits for me to anticipate
any likelihood of = move. His ldes is that we have glory enough and prefers to
remasin in commsnd here to going into sctive service,

Tell Josephine that I expect to see thet pair of glippere ome of these
days - they would be very convenient here. Glve my love to all my friends and
to the femily, There ig nothing to tell sbout, I found everything pretty much
a8 I left it but probably before a week is over you will hear from Burnside in
some quarter or other. Write tc me soom, mark your letter "Via Fort Monroe'.

P,5. Send me one of my vignettes.

Fort Monroe, July 3rd, 1862.

All is szpin changed since I last wrote. On Sundsy we received orders
to be ready to start at an hour's notice with 7 deye rations snd on Tuesday
morning we started for Newbern. When within some ten miles of it, = tug met us,
erdering sll back to Rosmoke to pack up to leave but our stesmers being short
of eoal, we kept on to FNewbern, coszled up and came back on Wednesday, reaching
the island in the evening. In sbout an hour I was on my way to 01ld Point and
arrived here this noon with despatches. Everything is in confusion here and
from 21l that I can learn, which is nothing positive, after two or three days
terrible fighting, MeClellan, if not beaten, has at least retired from hie
position some 20 miles. All sorts of conflieting rumors ere sround but one
thing ie sure, the slaughter on both sides exceeds anything we have yet witnessed,
some pay a&s high =p 50,000 for both eides, the invarisble statement, however, is
that the rebel loss ie at least double ours, When you will hear from me sgain,
I do not kmow. We are evidently off somewhere snd if my suspleions are correct,
Burnside will have some fightinz such a2s he has not yet seen. Our battery goes
and 4f I fight it will be in my chosen way as an ertillerist., No word from you
gince I left but I hope to find my box in Worfolk tomorrow morning. If you have
not sent 1t, -don't do so - our movements are now too uncertain,
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Fort Foster, Roancke Island, N.C.
June 26th, 1862,

e were detained at Fort Monroe waiting for despatches until last night
end reached here this evening st abouwt 6 o'clock. Capt. “hiting goes back teo 01d
Point in the morning st 3 o'clock but as soms other officers are golnz for the
trip, I stsy in camp or rather in our fort, as our Company now garrison the fort
that fought our gunboate st the battle of Roanoke. Had I only known that the
wires were golng to bresk on both sides of Yorktown I might have hsd three more
days home but of course that couldn't be foreseen. Our despatches this time were
of great importance and as I said in my lsst, the battle of Richmond, if not
glready fought, is probasbly going on., Lieut. Debevolise ie going north tomorrow
on aceount of his wound vhich has reopened. He will mail this in FPhiladelphia
for me so that you will receive it much sooner than by the regular meil.

I hone to Peceive the box soon as the underelothing is needed muech, Our
fort is on the beach and by passing throush an embrasure in front of my tent we
have a fine bathing ground. Your letters of the 1llth and 18th were awaiting
me ag well as the notification from 7th Avenue, which I will snswer tonight if
my other letters don't tske up too much time.

I found the 6th N.H., gone to Newbern and we have only the 89th and cur
regt. left. Col. Hawkins seems to be in too good spirite for me to anticipate
any likelihood of = move. Hie idea is that we have glory enocugh snd prefers to
remsin in command here to going into sctive service,

Tell Josephine thet I expeet to see thet pair of slippers one of these
deys - they would be very convenient here. Give my love to all my friends end
to the femily. There is nothing to tell sbout. I found everything pretty much
as I left it but probebly before a week is over you will hear from Burngide in
some quarter or other. Write to me soom, mark your letter "Via Fort Monroe".

P,5. Send me one of my vignettes.

Fort Monroe, July 3rd, 1862,

All is azein changed since I lest wrote. On Sundsy we received orders
to be resdy to start at an hour's notice with 7 deye rations and on Tuesday
morning we sterted for Newbern. %hen within some ten miles of it, = tug met us,
ordering all back to Bosmoke to peck up to leave but our stesmers being short
of ecoal, we kept on to Newbern, cosled up and came back on Wednesday, reaching
the island in the evening. In sbout an hour I wae on my way to Old Point and
arrived here this noon with despatches. Everything is in confusion here and
from 21l that I can learn, which is nothing positive, after two or three days
terrible fighting, McClellan, if not beaten, has at least retired from his
position some 20 miles. All sorts of conflieting rumors are sround btut one
thing ie esure, the slaughter on both sides exceeds anything we have yot witnesged,
gome say as high =¢ 50,000 for both sides, the invariable statement, however, is
that the rebel loss ie at lesst double ours. When you will hear from me again,
I do not know. We are evidently off somewhere snd if my suspicions are correct,
Burngide will have some fighting such ss he has not yet seen. Our battery goes
end if I fight it will be in my chosen way as an artillerist. No word from you
ginge I left but I hope to find my box in Worfolk tomorrow morming., If you have
not sent it, -don't do s0 - our movements are now too uncertain,
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Mys my love to gll friends - tel) Mra, Lavdreth that I wlll write in my
firat lelsure moments it lately I heve baen worikine nizht snd day. Hadn't you
hetter stay zibout Tenngyivanle unlesg Aunk Sunsan weats you bad”  Mre. King T knop
wonld be happy to have you. Lova to sll the femily, “rite to me s00n gz uawal
guly omit the "vis Horfolk*. If 1 go this ling will probably stop for the present.
Tu Greie.

Fors Horfoelk, Va,
Jaly ioth, 1862,

Mithoagh 120 miles nearer you by the wep, vet 1o point of Taet 1 aw sz fer
reiored 58 aver. We arrived here on Saturdsy via the genel and my time has bean
g0 much F1lled up wlth comoeny business that it has been bard for me to Find time
to gand you a line, We gre nt Fort Nerfolk about one mile below the Cliy on the
Filzabeth River. The 85th and 102rd H.V. sre in our brigada, The balance of
Burnzlde'r force that come round ocutgide sre 2% Hewport Yews or vicinity, We are
compfortably quartered in teénts on the bank ontelde of the Pori. ©Co. E. have brought
thelr Tl battery by speclel order of Gez, Burpelide and I af 2% preesnt ln sommand,
Capt. Fhiting belngz Provost Marsbal. Col. Hawkine segme to show especisl favor to
sur Company, eapecislly fo the officers and Burnstde has paid ue high compllizents,
Wo huve opme $n flghting trim ~ no bapeage. A change of underclothing is all the
men esryy and the of ficers %00 Tor thet mathasr,

I found my box heye #l) right, the watch plesses mg mach. It wes wize not
to send ey gold one, Thank Jogia for the perfumed emchet. Your letter of June Jth
srrived todsy, having been over two weeks on the may a4 it went to Boanoke firsi.

¥o have just racelved new rifles, the Soringfield, e beantiful plete and the
rezt. nsedad thew, VWe awalt orders t¢ move at any moment though they wmay not come
for s monthk but MoClellan i# mot out of the woode yet and we ahall probebly hevae
aime hard fizhtineg to do. We live batter hare then we heve 1lived for s year - ths
dnrkiag' bring fresh vegetepbles and we gZot fresh teat from Worfolk. 1 hailed o
schooner going dowa the river foday that cmme from Bristol. Hoquet omne half of
her, I don't know her n=me - npobody on board that I *new. Tha Minpegota ig here.
I wae on hoard tolay on bueiness. She ie 5 megnificent areft end the offigers sre

trumps.

I lesrned today from = darkey who was at South Mllle with the 34 Georgim
that my gunnery was much more destrTuctlve than we supposed snd from bis peoount
the firgt shot thet I fired personally swept the men of one gun clear off. Ha aid
not know who we warg but hig daseription ghowed that he must have been on the zpet.
We heve had » very hesvy thunderstorm tonlght end 1t is net entlirely over now but
our teat stood it well szlthough the Poundstions are in the sand - probably the
proverd refers only to houses, Tell Arte to write snd [ will snewer hic lettier.

(ne company of ours was left gt Flymouth, H.0. and the gunboets went up
Rogncke River some 50 miles and hed a fight with guerillas. GSome of our boys went
up to oes the fun and Lieut. $feen got &2 bullet through the ¢alf of bis leag. Hwe
wonted to come with us at could find no ons to exchange with him, FHe 4idn’t expsct
to neo 5 fight bofore we A4, I have made tws blots elready, an naamuel thing with
me tut 1 am writlog in haste »nd my Ink ig thin, I am detsiled ag officer of Lthe
gaard Ltomorrow snd muat be up all tomorrow Bight trut thougkt it lmposeible to put
off writing to you eny longer. I recelved tha paper and envelopes - Jusk what I
wantad and gave the Alexaenders to cur compery, exchanging seme of the plein for ecme
of my raled, I thopght X, cught %o have it in prefersnce to others, I will writs
agaln goon thet you moy not be without a Iettar ec long mgnin. Write often,
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Fort Norfolk, July 2iet, 18BZ,

Teday I recelved yours of the 16th and wo much sarprised that you have
roteived no Iletfer from we sinre the 3rd for I have writian tws since that, bt hape-
aftar will make sore by writipeg oftecer. Don't gzet to thinking thet I am elok or
wounded for 1 wezs never better end now it eseems eltogether likely thet we will stay
here for 30 days enyhow, sithough we kuow nothing for certain, I intend to agnd for
my trunk tomorrow from Roanoke - we misht 28 well be comfortable while we cgn.

Col. Yawkineg ls under arraet and 1 thiak he and Ximball will both be zotten
rid of. It won't Le the worst thing for the regt. elther, but den't soy enything
ebout it, I W-ve not been upto Norfolk yet excant to the doeks, my time ip pretty
meh occupied by cowpany businega. I gpent twe daye gt Old Peint last week zetting
ordnence stores grpd have to g0 avaln tomdrrow and probably to Roancke too. [ »ill
write to Jogle 2ae adon as 1 havs finidhed your letter for I went to have her photo-
graph, There ia nothlz. to write about here., Te gre in regular cemp life, getting
the pepere svery dsy zznd plenty to ael - lce eream, Truiis, ete, Horfolk is full
ef secesh msnd there are not 100 Unlon peopls in the plecs.

I resd Pope'es peneral osrders todey sbout living on the enemy. Hurrph for
Pope! It looke something like now wa shall have £ stop put to thle suarding rebel
property and =11 theat kind of worit, I think it le Lincola's work — he sesns mors
ecd more the man every day. The only thing to do now i« Yo kiek Congrass ocut of
the Capitol snd let Abrsham tsks the fisld gs Jenersiisslmo with MoClellan as
militery adviser - things #ould work better, Congress is iz strong dleremuts in
the zrmy. The bill for cutiims down of ficers pey 12 percent is very 111 timed,
They #it ln Waghington muiring miashief, draming 38. per day whila we sra out here
endnngariog onr llves end ths pay eaten up 2s it 1s with the ascesasry expenses
at putler's nrices ip berelY encugh to gzet alonsg with, Better lat then rstrench
ok some of the fat contracts. They could ssve more on two *jobs" then the reduction
of officers' pey will smiunt 40 In a Yeals

Don'd get discouraged about the $imes or the war., If ay judement is
eorredt we are gprroaching the last net of the Richmond business. Mellellsgn,
Puraside a2nd Pops will ba {06 mush for Davls £ Co. yet and the Blows will fall
heavily end in nnexpected guarters.

3ive my love to 811 the fanmily and frienisa. I will writs avery week anyhow
oy oftansr c3 I have time, #rife soonm 2nd address *Purnatde’s €x. FTort Horfolk, Va.?

Nownort News, Ye. July 27%h, 1882,

Once mors my lettera sre deted from the spot thet wiltnessed oy first trial
of n goldier’s 1ife, ®o moved from Ft., FNorfolk sn Fridey and heve Leen 80 busgy
place changing camp eand gettling settled thaet I have hed no chance to write. %o are
about g Alle further vp the river then we u2ged to be and in £ plemsenter slfustion
on the bank of the James, which 1s here sbout 3C ft, high. Thers are shont 15,000
men encamped heare and the long linss of tente are 2 sight to behold., It iz the
first time we heve Reen gqueriered in s laregs camp tut we hold cur own and have aot
et seon gaything t¢ beat us elthough tur boyse herve only thelr fatigue uniforms
hera, :

I received yoor letter of the 3th vieg Hosnoke - our mzile mo the rounds
te resch us tut in cemp the deys pass so repidly that 11 scarcely seans two davs
sioce I wrote you lest., I eend thie by Capt) Childe who goep to K.Y. on resruiting

eervice. iy shorty trip epeils my chence for going, Cen'ls. Purneide and Halleck
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went up £0 see Hollellan Ferterdsy - whot will ecue of the vielt nobody knows. I
think 1t doubiful whether we will worve from hore Yefore 30 days or even lon-er imt
3t is not certain., We brought our bettery slong snd hope to heve e chepoce to wee
1t, I am positively wishing for s fizht - it ie so stupld lying in camp dolng
aothing,

I wrote to Josle lest week and want ber to send me her photograph., T
sepraely mow my own wrlflor pow, 7 touch a pen 80 seldom. 1 am now Lieut, commend-
inz Co. G. in the ebsence of fapt. Childs, which fi¢ something of a bore, but ecan‘t
be halped, I llke Jim Fhiting better than snyone that I heave yet come zorose snd
& gat on veTy wall tozsther, He w11l probebly be in N.Y, i the course of a momth
if we stay hers as he will relleve aome of the recruiting officers. 1 heard from
Gao, Swaln yesterday - he don't seen to write in good spirits, thet ever Llnduced
him to risk 51l with C. E. & Co. I don't know, Frite %0 me acvn and dirast - 9h
FE.T.B. 1st. Brigads, 34 Division, Burnelde’s 5x. Newport lews, ¥a. Bive my lave
to all friends. I will write agaln in two orf three daye as the veln le not on me
aor and it ie with d4ffieulty that T heve written thus far.

P8, If you zre !n H.Y. snd ses our secrultiog sdvertisesuent, please
mand my dresging cese to the of ficer, care Capt, Chllds snd he will bring it oo,

On fAperd Str. “"New York", Hampion Hoads,
Punday Fye's. August 3rd, 1862,

Arain wae are oo the move, this time teog with ounr Jsetinastlon uwhknowa,
Yy Ltime has bDaen so f1lled up In camp st Newport BNews that I have postponed writing
longer than I intented slthough it 1g only & week since my lagt letier wam maiied,
bat being the only officer in Company 0. to which Coumpeny I was detailed when Capt.
Childs laft for B.Y. on rearniting service, my dviies ware unasuslly srduons end
oecapled =y time wary fully, ¥ea rsostivald orders to startd lpst evening and gtrudk
tenta 2% about 9 plaleck this morning, ewbarkiazgz on the oraft and running fmmediately
down the river to FPort Vorroes, off which we are st present lylng weiting for daylight
to foliow in the walke of the reast of the 9th Army Corps who heve praceded us. As
near ~5 [ amn judge, we are bound wp the Happshannoek nr somewhare in thei direstion
bat ths parers will doubtless inform you where wa are btefore this reaches you.

Judre Whiting and denghier cmne down yestardey to see Capt, #. and thig
sudlnr start shortened their visit rather unexpectedly. Our regt. has bsen mors
than ordinarily slckly slnce our arrival st Newport News - o grest many cases of
swzmp faver., Co. X. hes coms 8 or 10 down axnd »e were obliged to leave four
- officers beahind this {rip belng too aick to stend any fatigune. Xy own lheslth has
‘however baen excellent,

Konday nighté: Yo woke this morning to find the sir. running up the
Potomer and our destinmtion to be Acquin Creek and it wes refreshing to ses hills
and valleys agatn after the swemps of N,C. We lie off the icquin Creek iabding
tonlzht end digembark st daybresk, teking ihe cars for Falweuth, a mile or szo from
Frederickaburg. Thers {4 no chencea to send sany betters a¥ cur movecent is og yet
seoret and after thlas you mmat pot be at sl worried not t¢ hear frim me for &
menth st o Etime when marehing throngh this countyy we heve bat few opporiunitiecs
to gend letters, but I will »rite whenever I cam.

Tneppday night: Wa are enamoped just oppoeite Fredsricksbuarg on the other
slde of the Rappghesonook. I had an hour to spare in the afternoon and went over
to #ee ¥r, Allen. He loguired very cordially after you btut {e a sirongz secesh.
The town logks probably simost 2¢ it 4id when you were hers ovaer 20 years sgo. It
is stodre progressive place - oven Er, Allents old olerk ia still w»ith him,
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ur whole Corps ie here smd nert of Pope’s end Genarsl ¥, eot the greater
part of Mg arny iz at Yarrenton about 3% miles off. This is 2 msgnificent country
for fighting, so Bi1lly =nl enough woods sad sireems 3o mske soouting pleasant,
They had a brush near here last Sundsy but nothing of consequence - it wouldl toke
& strong force to whip us. ¥e have eix light betteriss snd two reghbe., of sevaliy
end our own infantry who have the cradit of belng as good troops As sy in the
f‘lﬁld«

Write to me cm scon ms you racelve thiz for we may not stay hers long. lLove
ta E]ll.

Cemp Paria, Falmouth, Va.
g, B9th, 1862,

Your letteor dated the 4th reached me today and mg cur movemsnts are rather
mncertain novadeya, | enswer immedistely. ¥e have Just received ordere to reduos
our baggage to the minlmer puantity apd to be ready to start tomorrow meraning if
neceasary. TherTe is a Tepoxrt that & brigmde that went out a dsy or two sipce
here got inte trookle and need support, hut be that as 1{ may, everything here
laookam like work. DBurnelde can either support Pope or LieCleilen snd sll %$he treeps
are kept in marching trim,

Don't feel bed about my not going home on reerutting service. 1 wouldnii
lika to zo with onr regt, in the fisld as it is at presenmt. Thly ie toc much
ahazce for glory. BEristol pecple in my opinlon always were grumblars ant croakers.
Coe thing 13 sure - the amy were never in mich better spirtte. Don't mestion
¥e0lellan snd Bep Butiar im the sams breath in aflitary eers., The latter is no
Genersl ~ he askes B good military governor for New Orlemng and has good adminigtra-
tive 2bilities Tui he is nothing of a saldler., The "@&raft® 4ig just the thing we
want to¢ briag ocut the lazy hounds who have stopped at homs and grumbled &t us
evary time enyihing weni wrong., The new trospe coan gerrisgcn the forta znd lasve
the old hzpds to do the fighting. I dorrle is afraid of the dreft, he had bettsx
eniist snd have at Isngt his cholce of regts. snd can perhape gZat & comission,

If we don't move hefare Mondey I thivk of sending some of oy sxtre elothing
homs by sxpreas cs my trunk ig preéty full and I want ¢ put oy camp bed and blaskets
In {&. Tha bed is the most soufortable thing s man o=n caprry. Ar edon a3 the tend
is piltched 1t can be pat up end you are comforteble, espacially when it saves ons
froe eleeping on wet ground. Our %end has rejoined us with the additlon of threw
or four good mucicisns to replace thoge lost at Csmden. The seppression of regl-
mantal tends wes another of the brilliant acte of the lats Congress - mothing kesps
op $the spirite of tha men g0 mmoh g3 umelc and on the battle fiald they 22% &3 an
artnilance corps, thereby svoiding the necaseity of taklng men from the renks for
that purpose, Instesd of reducling officers pay and the like, they would have done
mch batter to have docked gome of ihs jobs they gave sut to politiciane,

Ramemtber me to all friends ip B, 2nd te the family. Tall Arte to write
from the nexr house to me. I would like $o hesr from him, There is pmothing &b
writs about in Cemp - it is very hot during the day end pleassnt gt nicht, Thous
moonlight aighta are just the thinga for marching. W¥rite to me soon.

Camp Parke, near Fred'g.
Angust 16th, 1863,

Tour lettar of the 10tk come vesterday and belrng on zusrd tonlsht T havs
g geod eppertunisy of acswering {t., My reception gt Mr. Allerm's wae not sufficiantly
cordisl $o induce me toa repoat the wispit. He dt@ znet aok we to pee hisg wife pnd I
enly teiked to him while in the stere. FEveryithing looks pretty mumcok as it did sien
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Foa were hers, a0 he agya, and I should twiak =¢ ton for it ik & slow old vlzce,

I am gla? $o haar fhet Herris ig coming out et last though he need not have been
ofrald of the dreft for in my opinlon it 1e only s blz peazre thie time anyiow to
bring volunteers. #¢ do cutpost duty here every 4 days - the regiment marches
through ¥red'g eand detachmenta are posted on the diffarent roeda to support the
covalry pickets, %o bivonnc dloge t0 our arme - no Fires allowed sznd if wo continue
%0 have sich westhar s we had last time, it ie g pleasant businegs. %o atart et
deybrenk and are rellieved by eutther regk. et the end of 24 hours. The Lincoln
Cavslry are czmmped =bout two mileg ¢ff - they came in yesterday and teday. I
intend to go ¢ mes 1L Dlesswsay ws econ aw noesible. HoClellmn's army seans to
be coming this way. HeCall's diviglon ig here znd pert of Fitz John Porter's Corpa.
{ur regt. ceems to be kept back from the flghtling but cur furn will come some dey,
#e are having X's bettery fitted with Iimbera snd when thay are finished we will
have s very serviceable batiary,

Cept. thiting is sick with the Jjaundlce and talkae of resipming, 1 hope
he den?t but if he does, your son will be captein Morrie, if he ls not hefore, I
have rlsesn pretty fast alresdy. Consldering - Trom privets to 1st. Liemi, end
like 1t better thas 1f I hed come oub 1o & blgher position. I sent @my trumk to
SBriztol Airactad to Uncle J. thinting you would he there, He cannot catry any
bagpage of any scoount snd I thomaht it wanld be & first Tate travelling $runk
for you. 7Teke off the cover with my nsme on snd have "Marris™ put on the end of
the trunk. It is 2 large one and few thinge in 1it. There i3 o letisr in the trey
with fzstructlions ebout some thilngs 1n it. I emalose you the key. Do an you thick
fit with it. Send it fto Mary and lst her open it and read the letter or walt $ill
you g0 there egain, Some of Japt, ¥%e thinge gre in 3% 2nd T wonld ltke then sent
OThe

Liguzt. Ennis of oure died of faver last Sundsy - I don't imow whether I
told gou or mot, snd we hed ovoe men drowned oz the West Point, Feur of Company K.
wors on boarPd but a2ll) esosped. I know Ool. Beott and dsl., Dort of the H6th X.H,
vary well. “They both lost thelr wives tu board that omiserebls hoat.

Ramember me ¥indly to Hise L. apd %o Hrs, Betohelor., I would come on ko
ges you btut we are very cghort of officers, scme glx beinz slek. Hy haelth ia very
good and I hope it will aontimue so, The line officers have formed s regimental
meas thal works admirably end i{g lest expeansive thap our o0ld style of mesming two
or thras togather and seyea un g pile of trooble. #Fritsr to me goon and cend
somg postage starmpe, 2D at iesast. They are s usefvl article mad it Is iroubklesomes
to ke without them. Don't think of coming oo here. ¥ever mind wha tslils you that
it ia esay work Tor it ie imposeibla aluoet to get here snd secesh are too plenty
to majks 1t plessent,

Comp Parke, nesr Fred'z, Va.
kug. Z24%h, 1363,

Yours of the 20th conteining postage stanps artived yesterdsy Just aftier
T hed come ipn from plicket duty with the ragt. e hed a wol night and alseping by
the rosdside iz the rain was ne partienlar fun, 2ithe you would have thonght mo to
have sean how the boys enjoyed 4t., There wae heavy firing in thae dirsstion of
Culpepper towsrdg moryning, which kept up sbout two homrs, There is 2 repatt that
Jackgon is 2%t hisg 0ld tricka but I think he will be dagzed this time, Troops have
been pouring in here at the rete of from 4 to 10 regis. per dsy. The 5ith {Duryers)
end the 10%h, Dr. Fhite's regt. came in Inst night. Fe hed the officers of the Sth
to bresifast this moruing, White is looking very well and we man glad to see him,
On 41it,that MeClsllan i9 to Ge here in 2 day or two. Berdan's sharpshooters paesed
our carp last evenlng., Cur hoys got hoid of Californis Joe, a roted character snd
treated him an prince. We ars not likely to move for sometime yet - it seems gs if
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the 9th wea to be tregeted am & bend box regt - much to our diesuat. If 1 contimie
foeling as T do Just now, T dontt think It will be necessary for e o have » nirse.
If I ox wounded I shall probedly he eent north - or saywhere I want to be sent.
{PMhet last ecentance ls n fine ons, six I's in 1t.} Address your lstier now to
Compeny K. Capt. Childs hee returned and oF services are required here aa Capi,
Whiting has gone home siak For $wo weeks. He had the jeandice bad and was congld-
arably un down, There L1a but 1ittla golng on here gxsept troope paspsing through
on thelir way %o Pope, Almost all of HoOlasllen's troopa sxeoept Halntralman®e Corpa
have oome here, I hesr thet he s coming down throuzgh Ye. viz Mansmses Gap.

Tou had baetter send the trunk %ey to Mery., I want those things of Fhiting's
to go on. Write to me soon - spme saddress, 1 will wrlte again Bunday,

Camy Parike, Talmouth, Va.
Aug, Z9th, 1362,

Yau must not expact my letters $o be se regolar 28 thay have hitherts
haan for all our beggere has been sent to Acqguise Cresk and I have nothing but what
I have op and wa are sxpecting o move st pny moment, We ¢can hear cannonading
almoat evary day in the distance snd lest night the men slept on thelr srivs ready
for ¢ fight, 1 ratefived your ehort note all right snd if T am slck or woundad and
need murslng be sure that I will let you know. The weathsr 1g getiivg ceoler and
Jeat right for marching on Rioimepd where I hope we will ba led as snon 28 Fope &
Go. hava disposed of Jasiceon, There is no spacial news - I a well end tasy W
will write ae often pa ¥ can, All my writing paper thst i3 hare hag to be carried
in oy pockket, ¥a heer of an order forhidding ell commanicetion by letter with the
north and khope it la not oo,

five my love to all and write soon though our mailse are “unsertin". Fill
Diegogwoy heeg o commipsion in Dodgere mountsd rifles, 1 =m glad of 1t, RHemomber
g to Mi=sa L. and ¥rs. B. and other friends,

Acquin Oreek, Sept. 2, 1882,

T write tonight not knowlng how soon I may have & chance apmin though it
i3 probable thet we will atay a short time at Alaxandria Tut It Iz not certain,
¥z left Fred’s on Pundey night - merched sll nlght over fasrful rospde deep in mud
to this place fmll 18 milas by the road, resched the landing ¥ wunrise and forth-
rith wers mworched two miles further to scupport a btettelry planted on ome of the hills,
where we are a% preassst with two day's rations cooked and orders {0 be ready to
atert at a moment 'y notice, which probsbiy mamns t{omorrow and our destination Alex-
endria 50t then I hopa to the froot. Burneide's best regt., can't be kept beck such
longer though I hardly think the fighting will last till we get there unliese Pops
15 whipped, which would be an unfortunete business. = We don’t wnow spything bLeyond
newspepar reporis, which are sufficiently bine, butl we hape for the best. If Jeckeon
ie vhipped here thorougily, it finlshes aetash - they have staked sil on ihe move
and wall moved it ik to6. The country shoui heres is thickly wooded anéd very hilly,
a magn acuntry to fight inm - nothing tmt bushwhacking,

Fashlnzton, fept., 6, 1B6Z2,

Arrived hera yosterday ~ comped cutgide the alty -~ don't know how long we
vill stay. May gerrieon the clty. Write scom - dirsct to Washington instesd of
Fredlg, Would have written yesterday tat ceuldnft. I amn well and all right,
I will write ae often as [ cax



Hezr ntty Town, H4.
Seot. 10th, 18632,

Lient, Ferbert ig golne to Fadhington on Dusinesg o the battery snd I talka
the opportunity to write yom ss we have no chence t0 recelve or send latters on the
road, We left omr cmup in the vielnity of Waghirngton oo Sunday sbont noon, marched
10 milan epd bivouscied with ths Test of ocur diviaion zesr Leasbora, stald there
the naxt dzy spnd Tueaday morning started nt & littdle after 4 A.M, 2nd made shont
16 milee, arriving at this place last night. % are now swalitinge orders to move
which way come in en hour oend perhieps not till tomorrow., T have a horse now mnd
find it ¢ decided lmprovement on the mereh. <Fe drew 10 for our battery znd Thiting
end I appropriasted one splece., Uur msp are marching without knespescke, cerrying
m overcoat, a change of undsrcioiheq end the shelter tent on thelr hacks, e doks
gar 15 miles per diem with grest eeee and no strageling. It 1g A painful coumentary
on the disclpling of our famous Avmy of the Pobomece Lo sge the crowde of strezelars
that 1ine the roads, Weghingion is full of ther and at & low estimate, we peased
full 4,000 on the rosd for the firet 10 miles from the city.

I cen now pey with ceriainty whet hzs hitharto ssemed like z boast, fhat
your aon ig in the best regiment in the U.5, servics. Murnside scye ac - Parke
goys 80 - Rano mpoys a0 - cverybody who has seen e says w6 =nd we mow it. Purn-
aide came up $o¢ us while at a hrit snd callipg Cgl. EKimbsll seid - "I nave teen
orowda of etragelers on the rosd btut not onre redhead." All seem wartisularly
interested In ocur wattery and give us sveryihing +a want snd ss mecesh aTe not
very far fiom us, we expect to zive £ zucd acecunt of 9urselves when w8 meel tham,

Herbert fie veiting and this mmst go - Write soon, some of your leatters may
reach me though 14 seems = month since the laat camea

Sharpsturg, ¥4, Sept. 18, 1588,

I heve at last an epportuniiy of sending = Line %9 amy thaet I am all righi
enfl in spite of the showers of shot and shell thot uecesh reined upon ue, my
gnticie 1w otill whola, When I wrote you lest has escaped my memory, the big
events of the vast Tew days have rather mixed up oy ifdeas of time. After lesving
Pashington we mmrshed right slong to Freferick - which place we resched oz the
aefferncon of tha IZ2th after & march of twalve mlies.Sxxr There I first saw
Kallallsn., Fa rode through the town and al]l the nomen flocksd roond him in
crowds, Tisslns Bls horse snd golng on hifsh, The next doy we marched o
Jefferson, 73 miles mnd back, 15 miles altogether, skimm!shing for five miles
af 1t over = rough country and resching our bivouse in Frsodarick sbout 11 P.i.

" Reveille sounded st 2} A.M, =nd we etarted for Mlddleten, which placa we reacked
at 2 A, M. and entered sfter 2 slight akirmmishjin the efternoon me marched up on
the meuntping five miiea further on where the fight wag golng on. Cur brigede
was ordered vp to suppert & battery on tha hill end had not been formed five
minutes ¥hen the rebels charged on ws from the =eods Huf ware met Yy such = heawy
fire that they Tell batk in digerder and 14 wae near this that the Ohio regts, the
10th, 12th end 23rd fought and secesh lay piled in heapn. I saw ong Ohlo boy mho
had bayonetad three rabels in succession. They fought like tigerg and drove the
rebels back down the hill orn the north side. On the 15th we left our mouniein
bivenas onm the battlefleld and merched down esue five mlles on the Harpsr's Farry
ropd. The next day the artillary kept up 2 hesvy fire a short digtance in fromt
withoot muck loge on elther side, In the evening we marched on zgain and took up
e position in a cornfleld on the edge of &2 wood, At daylight & rebel battery
commenced shelling ne and the bGrigede commander wonldnft let us answer. VWa had

14 or 15 wounded in the regi, befors we changed posltion to the $op of g neighboring
hill where we got our guns to work =nd did = great deal of good, driving back an
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advanoe of the enamy on our loft flank twice. PRecelving orders to move, we took
the gune down £o0 a posltionm 3¢ commend & fort that the rebels were brying bo hold.
Here we hed some fine practice though z rebel battery on the other slde shelled us
geysraly. The brigade now went ovar the fort and eatersd the action, charging the
rebel linep in etyla, The linth purpassed itsslf, doing gloricusly, ocur lose how-
ever is near 200 Willed and wounded. Lieut. Cooper Kllled, Liect. Craham lost a
leg, Cept. Childs end one o7 two more slightly wounded. Everyone is ILoud in our
pralse and our little battery 2id some good szesution - $% was speclelly reported
to Burngide. We did plceket duty for cunother battery that night and the next day en
thias morning jelnsd the brigade with ouy guns, ugvrched to the banks of the Potomas
nesr shich we are encamped for the night., The artiliery hat beon pieyine hesvily
ehout two miler up the siresm this pfterneon and 1if aw I thinok likely, the rebels
heves all oroesed, we shnil fellow tomorrow and drive them $o Rlohmond, I wap under
hoavy fire four times on the I7th ond wes providentially pregerved withopt a serateh
and pm rezdy for mors, though a little rezt wonld be very grateful to us, our days
end nighte having besn confounded s0 muoh lately.

Write to me sovon ~ your letters may come to me somebime, Aecsnber mne to
Migs L. 2pé ml}! frieods. W#e have no maila and I send this By 2 friend who 1w on
Jen. "odmen's staff, so dont't ba worried shbout my letters.

Camp near Sharpsbureg, Nd,
Sept. 22n3, 1362.

Your istter of Sept. 7th reachad me yesterdpy after heving besn two weeke On
the rond, %o ars gtill lylng in zemp at Llie jonstisp of the Antletem Cresk amd the
Potomuc nnd the report 1s that 1n a fow deys we stert for Washiogton buf rshether
thare 1e any truth in the repért or not, I don't komow. Cept. Childs of ours, who
-was woundad ip the fooi, coes home today on furlough mnd will matil this letter for
me., I vrote g long lsttaer to Uncla Jobn yepterdey whick will do for a1l the Briatgl
people. It im positively work to write in camp now, berely penas and inkx emough to
address the envelopes eod all =ho have them very loth to lend.

I saw the death of Herry Bestty 1z the paper But he was put down as balonging
to 2 Cavalry regt., It mast be hard on his poor wife. So tha Hisskell's say I hsd
5 asgl reception at ¥r, Allen's. VYell, wvot of {t? The oid men's asting in an
unchriatisn and ungentlempnly monner didntt hurt me mich, I don't suppose you
will heve a chance to s2e sny of our wounded boye this flma - thay will »robably be
sent to the north, Homphreys hes shosn Bimeglf the bagt gorgeon I have yet sasn in
the Army - he Hoez splendlidly, If we should go tc Fzsfitpggion, I will write for you
to cons on or will get o short furlowgh, 7rite %o me 6ftenm and rauember me te &l
the Tamily ai Annerolis.

Hearper's Perry, Sept. 26, 1262,

I hope my lottars resck you more regularly than yours do me =3 I write by
svery opportunity end the chances ocoour Tut seldom, O{ur battery mas orderad away
from the regt. end we left the bivounc at the menth of Antletasn Creek oz the
eveninz of the 23rd, marching =211 uight and sre now, afisr many fribulstions, on
top of London Helghta with Gen. Summer's corpe snd under the inmediste coumuand of
Gen, . 3reen. %hers or when we go next, I don’t know and am not sure that it won'sg
be home for ! sm xlok snd diggusted with the menagerent of everything hers and my
gwn health 183 not what (% ought ta be, Thip lost month's work hag put me sadly in
nesd of reat and if | capnot get e 20 day's leave, ! ghall bs sirongly tempted to
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raeizn, thiengh 1t ie gesinst uy princinles, bubk T 2m of bt 11ttle nse here now,
I intend to ride today, 1f Gen, Graen will gzlve e lesve, over £o Burnaide's eorpe,
. if they ere to b= found, =nd %ry to zet permisgion te send our ,une begk to ieshing-
tan. Ther sre of 0o upe in thls country and 1t wma only by dint of unceseing exer-
tion and the hardesat kind of work that we 7ot them into the lzat fight. Cant. Fhiting
is completaly done up - slmoest uzadle {0 move znd at the seme time that I ges about
the gans, I will devand a furiough, Thether it will be of sny use or not, ¢an't ba
told but T hope for the best am "toll 1t not Im Gath¥, your beloved sor ls for the
firet time fearfully homealck, I will write sgeln after oy return from Antiessn
and lat you know the reeult of my trip end hope the letter won't be a0 diue for I
am thor¢ughly mshamed of this on locking over it end » great mind not to send 1t es
it &g the firet gompleining latter I remenber to heve written, Tut don't showr 4t o
read it to any ong. Uy knee does duty for = table and my pen ls tied to 2 stick in
dafalt of & bettar holder, which will account for the permananip.

D¢ youo know of anything I could do in case of my return? I ghould be
ashamed to go emong Triends after lesving the sremy in this way, though it iz not
worth thioking of for I may get = leasve of pbsence thet wlll met me 21l right
agsin, FReoseber me to Mlgs L. and Mra, B, snd all frienda. I hopse to ba able %o
thank them Tor thelr kindoees to you ascon. Did you know z wmedical cedet attachad
to the 78th P.¥.?! [ wet him st the ford of the Shenandopgh pnd he sald he laft
Avnanclis about ithree weeks &g0 and hed metl you often. I didn't have time to gek
his name., I% was pleagant to hear from you even as long ££0 ss that for my lsaet
latter from you was dated Sept., 7th, Should what is left of the 3th ammy Corps
ge into winter gquarters anyiime 8001 or 1n any decent plecsa, I wlll try Lo have you
coma up and see w8 Tor probably I will stay. 1t will teke = great des=l to make ma
leove the regt, Yom willithink from this latéer that I have becone very vazlileting
and don't know oy own mind Wt my inducements to leave und to etay are Both sirong

. and a trifls may de2ide the soale.

EKeop writing as ofiten ew you can snd o the ssme sddregs, The letters
heve 2 Detier chance of resching us when sent to the regt. ihan when directed to us
in detoched asrvioca,

P53, Aftsrnoon: San'l Green won't lat me go te Antietam mnd I don't
imow whet to do tmt will lsi you know 23 gcon as anything turns up.

Lendon Helghts, Ve
Sept. 2%th, 1383,

_ Cept. Thiting expeots to etort for N.¥Y, tomorrow and »ill mail thieg for
me in Veshingion so 1 write todmy in order to have it ready. Ny last letier wos
at delorous that thle ousht to g0 guieck in order to sfface the lmpragsion that one
migt have made, Your twoe letters of the 15th and 20tk were brought cver to ms from
camp today and I sincerely hope that my letters writien immsdistely. after the South
Mountain and Antlstam fights have reached you long before thie. Indeed thay ought
to have done an before the date of your last letter but probably the chstruction
of the vouds by wagon traing sle. delayed them, Gen'l MaClellan's despatoh
annocunaoing a complete vistory may do for the public, but o my eyes a trifle more
would have turned the acale the other way and made 1t s defeat., The rebels fought
spReandidly =nd ware mmeh betier handled than ¢mr men wares, Our fighting on the
left was against double our sumbers and thoumgh we beat tham, hed they atiscked us
. that nighi, we would have had a tough time to have maved the bridge. 1 think the
trovhie wep thet Burnglde axpseted too much from hisp men, We 444 mare for hia
than could be agked of froops but for want of a reserve, were finally oblized to



59

withdraw from the poeition »e tnook from the enemy at suach s sperifice of 1ife,
Capt. fhitiny hes resigned snd hig resieonetior hae heon secepted by Burnside - he
needs recraiting badly. Ho nead not trouble himgalf sbout a posltion if he comas
ont egain ¢5 he was offered a Coloneley by telsgraph today. The Ninth hse only
one Company thut hes twoe officers with 1t so that my chance for & leave of mbednce
in a protty elim onme, Tt hoe bhewn my lnek to stay with the regiment and attend to
wy businees while many of the others have been houma twice and gome oftener still
and the ones who 2o howe are nraclesly thase who have done the lesst duty in the
regt. but I shall try anyhow end meybe Lt. Col. Ximball will lat e go.

S0 Morrie went out ew & phivete in the Dp, Fome Suari. I wonder how ke
1iksad 4it, thoush they eaw nothing of soldiering, % wasa a1l pley. How T would have
likad the command of that ccupany for sabout = week §0 show them a little of what the
army prover was., It would Ye fun for me to drill the stey-ai-homer and moke them
toee the mark iz %th Best. style. Ton't work tog hnrd in ths hospltsls - you wild
be eiek yoursplf the first thing you ¥now ond then home 1 would coma even L7 it
fook a ditghonorsble discharge to bring oe.

From all appasrances we are not golng Lo meke sny move at present. ‘Thars
e talk of reorganizing the ermoy agnin and 4 thers is mmeh of it like the porticn
oz these heights, it needs 1% esdly for Benk!s corps la a disgrace to the serviae,
Fe are tTying hard to be ordevred back to the reghb. snd I hope we will mcceed for
1t is very stupid with no one tc speak fo and omn top of thie mountain. Our only
eongelation ig the food we get - plenty of eggu end fresh braad znd bWutter from the
vallay, btut how long thie will Ipst, we don't ¥mow. It will he awful traveling
evez on horsaback =hen the reiny sezson pets in.

Don't think of cwnlng te Barper's Ferry on any saccount. There 18 no place
you eenld stop and no convayonce apd being alane here T ecouldontt lazve comp $o po
down to the town for any lengih of Lime, bab am soon as I can I will either get a
forleugh or realgn or 4o something of the kind.

Ootober 20d, 1852,

The order for Capt., ¥'s distharge has not yet oome et 1is hourly sxpectsd,
If he don't 2o today I shell have to mall this letter as it ia simcat a wesk xince
I wrote o, I heve sent to the regt. for an officer to zssist me and if he comes
w11l anfeavor to weke = personal epplication for a furlough as my desire to geae
homa end friends again rather inorecses than 4diminishes., The Prexident reviewed
.the $rcopa on Bellvar Helehte yosterdsy end our Torees on thlas mounbaln were kept
in line £ill moonlisght expecting him Tut he dld not come and will probebly be hers
todey If 1t cleare up., 'Thers ls & hesvy wet miat that &empens evarything end ism
worpsa then ralm.

I hope our mesgengery from camp today will bring me a2 letter frem yom. ODur
meile ere 30 irreguler that s lettor iy & rarity and tg geperaily two wegks old
hafore we <ot 1t. TEouenbar me to the feamily o Apmapolle snd write soon.

Sotober 3rd, 1882,

Gapt., ¥. goes this morning end will mall this in ¥F2shington. %e have but
8 line of ficara btesida myaelf mith the regt. A1l the Test homre Tt I »ill coms on
the first opporiunity. I fesl better than I have dooo and heve had another officsr
gent here to spcisd me, Thars 1s 2 mall in cemp snd I hope there Lo a lgtter from
you 1in it, ZPurnaslde csys we are going back to Horth Caroline - Good for uws, for I
g slck of large srmiesn end Yirginia fighting., #rite often.



Lorndon Helphte, Va.
Cot. &th, 1383,

I returned on Saturiay aflerncon from s shors trip over to the Begt, Ny
businges weg 28 much ae naythlng to mexs some srrangement pbout zetting home.
Uol. Hawitlne was obliging as far za worde went - he promised thet es seozn &3 some
of thoge now phsent returned that I should ge znd thia time I shall press the
aatt sy mod oot leave it =8 st Rosmoke withoul csring very much. I told Jol. H,
that I wouldn't and couldn't epter on another caupaign eithout rest z=nd he seid
that pesitively 1 shuuld have 3%, FEe wes vary decent and invited me to mess with
hiz vhile in camp, which offer was actapted ae [ kunow whers the zoad living lies.
Maj., Jardine made ma £leep with him, wuch to the dispust of & clique of line affie
cers ~ho thouaght that Lleut. ¥. wes sirlgh in swacolsting with the fisld Instead
af the line, bat wmuach I cared.

The Hinth ie oot whet it ueed %o be. Seoversl of the rescent aupointimenis
havs not turned ocut well end Lt. Col. Flmball is mot a man celeulatsd to inspire
ressact snd he bhas fomted round him 2 ¢iigue of Irieh supporters of whom your eon
i2 happlly not & member, »nd in congsequente ls not very higk in Col. K's estimgtion,

The weathar sfter & hard galae yestordey has bacome Much cocler and it fesls
like ¢ snorthern Ootober - much to our rellef, for the wads waabther wap very
gppressive. The troops have sll been moved ¢ff the ridge on to the siope of tha
mguntain, leaving only my compeny with thelr mune »md the signel officers =ud it p
pleasas me rather then otherwies to have the campe moved, The Lroopd were &6
different from what we had been acoustomed to and the officers were not men that
I would esgsocliste with., They are cutting all the woods ghout the ridge down ang
we have p magnificent visw from almcost any point, T gaw p 1itile siciymiah in the
nakghborhood of Cherlestown this morming in vhich the rebsls drove back cur cavalry
with n plecs of artillery - &t laest s0 I Judged from whet I could muee, Tho rebsl
carvelry are vory bold - they come up close vnder the mounisin to the vary farmhounsas
where I send to get oy sapplies and gur eavalry don't ssen to 4 anything., As e
genersl rile they are a very poor sst, I think of getting permigsion of the Gen'l
ts toke a dosen of my boys and to geout through the valley for a day or two. I
think I 2an bring some of tham €6 thelir sences.

Pid you eee the plcture of our charge in Franir Leslies Iliuvatrated? It is
the bezt snd mogt fafthful pioture of the kiad I ever saw. The story in it of cne
of our wounded men firine eftar & runawey of ancther regt to make him help the Zou
off the fi418 s suthentis. #e had avery other men kKll1lsd or wounded that day that
wag in the ranks. The rabels wmon't parele our boys - thay heve aipght of them and
relesgad some of cther reghs. t{=ken st the sa2me time Bt sent our boys vie 7ino-
¢hester to Bichmond.

Qetobar 74k, Bething new stirring wp hera., I em awalblng news from camp
that two of the Cepiains have refturnsd and then I go on f&r & leave of abaencs
myssel?f, Though the arrivsl of the Faymsater would be a grent convenience if pothing
alga, for my funds are gatting low snd we have not racelved our pay yet for July
snd Aagust, if he don't come it will oblige me to g0 %Yo ¥ashington to draw my pay
for = visit north without monegy w»ould be a poor businass and after zll my acoeumta
are eetiled this payday, I shell have something over $100, alaar,

Remember me to gll the femily at Annepolis and tell tham not to imegline
that the whlstle of tullets or the screan of shells 13 an ummueleosl sound bul
rether a plesagant one after you got used to it. ¥hen in cdemp the other dsy a
ket wes accldontally fired in eome cther rezt, and the minie bullel ceme singing
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orer our heads and you cdild hear the boys &1l sround sesying - "Diye hear that?
Aln't 1t pgtural?” They seem to have a thorough contwmpt for bullsetz =nd iz
proeof of which every other man thet we corried inteo 2otion in the resks woeg
aither killed or wounded, write soom pnd often.

Lenden Yelghte, Y=,
Sunday, Qot. 12th, 1862,

Sorry am 1 to haeve to tell you thet st present there iz no show for my
gotting £ leave of abeence, Dr. White wrote me A certificate of diambility ro-
quiring thirty days leare o sot me up sgein, Humphreys sadorsed 1t end todk it
t¢ Purnaide whe gald thet we were now In another Army Sorps and he had not the
powelr Lo grant oy reqiest et 1t oost go to Gen, Filliems., I took it te the
Mok, Direator of this Divislen whe seld he would endorse 1t for me buat it would
be naelene a8 no leaves of shzenca ware granted to officers unless tha madicel
rertificsfe steted thet there was denger of death or permenent dfeebllity. OF
esurse I can't ssk White to do thet for me 2nd must reat contented mwy possibls
zntil gomething turvs wp, My resisnation, eoven did I desire to send it in, would
not be sccepted in this Army Jorps - thay hang op to good officers like grim death
protably becsuse they heve so few of then, Wit hopse atill remeins 1o the bottom of
the caeet pod 1t mey not be very long before you nee me. A3 far ok we ¢at learn
thers is 2 strong lixslikhood of ounr belsg kept here 21l winter end tomorrow it is
my intantion to set the company to work amaking winter gquarbers for themsalvas.

The trees that have been felled for etratepic purpsses will furnish good meterial
for huts ond wa can be very comfortsbla.

By the way, 1f yomi wlsh te do Company E. o servigce and soy of the
Brigtol poople wigk to sxpand thelir surplus sash and labhor on meling doldlers
gomfortable, you c=n hint $o them thet same warm loves and vnderslothing would
te most socepteble, especlally good flamngl skirés and drawsrs. Covermmmnt clothes
ers nat good for omeh; slss that auch material cen be saved in the mamifacturs
by msking them of p medarete size, Judgliap from specimeng thst I have seen. Tha
lpdies meet think thet woldlers are a race of Titppa, while on the contrary the
redonbtable Hawking Zonaves ave almost all smell sized,

Tour tws letlers of the dabes Jept. 2Wth and Jot. 5tk arrived together
oo Fednesday. It Ls surprising that wy letters don't remch you mere ragalarly. I
write oftan and they cugnt to go. MHorris qught to be drilisd for 2 week with a
40 1b. knmpsesk on for not coming over when he waz a0 nesr. 7T would have ridden
ten miles to ass the Pristol company, The Enisht doys have besnt unfortunste - one
{lled and the other wounded, unut more 0 howsver then three brothers Johason in
oy old company ¥, one wsp killed cutright, ome wounded {eince desd) st Antistam,
rhile the third ie in H.Y. regrulting;all fine boys, good soldierg toe. 1 am very
sorry to hear of Dr, Plerce’s illness. Euppcss the plan cnce thawght of hed beepn
followed, for me to study msdictue? I should have been ready now ¢ step into a
piae 1ittle prectice in Brigtol, Did I tell you thet Denny is back with the Regt?
His arm is very waak bui he thinks that in time he will have & good deal cf use of it
angd he was very glad to gee me when I went over, and speska in the very wameat terme
of Hrs. Morrie snd her care of him.

iy name hes gong on for e Oaptaincy at last, eocordlng to Col, H, and
probvably you will sconm be able 4o sddress your letters to Capi. Morrie. - Don't sy
anything about it though - thers are 9o many slips between the cup mnd the lip thet
it den't 4o to telk sbout thess things beforshend, especially in wartime. When you
write t{o Geneva and othar plsees, alwsys remscbar me ta the folicy., I have vary poor
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accommodetions for erting and if 5 correspondence iz once begun it 2aBees o
Zreet smount of trouble to keep Lt up snd there are so many friends that £f I
write to one I cmet to enather, which iz simply impraciicable and my eilmplast
end wzelest plan in not to write 2% all, How the dlots on this asbeet would heve
horri€led Miss Leverstt when I wee at schodl - you can show 1t to her for fun
g8 = snecimen of one of her scheler's nentness, Remeober me Kladiy to all the
family. Should I micoeed in getilng of f I thirk T «ill g0 {irst to Annapolis
for you but my hopen are vage snd T am inclipsed t¢ thirk, delumiva, Trite
ofton znd etill sand to the Hegt, for we arse pot mucit kmown hars,

London Helghte, Ta.
{letoher 17th, 1282,

Your shert latter of Got. 10th came this worning while 1 wes absent,
heving taken B ride over to the Regk. of Plessgent Valley on sone beitery buslness.
¥y iopet faw letters fron Londen have been of a rether gloomy complexion, I feanr,
But za my hesalth is mmeh fmproved, they et toke a 4ifferant turn for, aaside
from meny inoonvenienzas unevoldable In such a situption, this 13 a8 good a pleas
for s acidier perheps &% any other, We have = magnifisent panoramse of the vallay
lying between this r1dge and the Llleghaniss for some thirty miles ond on 2 clear
dgy I doubt rhether the aceme oan be surpapsed, Since I heve become soguelnted
with the slgnal officers wvhoss atation is only about & stone's throw from my little
camp, the time papses more pleagantly pod I am posted on the movenente going oz
around ua, Testerday wo had a pocd view of the third siirvsish thet hes been
fought near Charlestown, {¥r. Perkin's old place, by the way, fen’'t 13?7} Since
we came Lo the Hplghts, Jen. Hancock wee in compand of our forces and drove the
Tevels out of the villpge and took possession. Tt was #n arilllery affalr slto-
gethar, the infsntry having nothing to do prd made a very pretty spesctacls for s
looker-on asg we could pee Doth parties and weich almost every sghell, Col. Tawkimg
sent iz a request to Jen. Burnside todsy to order us bask to the Regt, If he does
we aiigll be battar off in many respeets bub oy desire lg Lo mand my gune badk to
the Fa¥y az we have done sbout all the work wa can d¢ with them in such s countyy
gs this, but theay are sspecial pets of Gen. B'z and he will hardiy let them go.

Dr, Fumpbreyx hak zone north on aick leave for 20 deys. He has worked
l1ikxe 2 horse sver since Antietam and ia protty well worn cut, There is no chance
of my gmtilng leava £111 he returns end prabably net then for mine is one of Lhese
fagey thet don't show glekreap or thinness $ill the last snd 1t iz hard to comvince
aoyone that I have basn sick. Wothing is the mattsr nor except wapkmesw, I 85m Dot
it to start on ancther saspalen snd won't be for sometime to come $f kept hers.

There are &¢ many objections to your comlns to mae me that it oekeg it
sliogether insdvimsble. The {rains don't runm regularly, there is no conveyancs to
be hed efter you get here for love or money; the town is nothing but a barrasks
and iz such = disgusting place that I never go thare srcept on businese; besides
the shenes of not finding me here after you arrived. Altogether we kad better
take the chansss of my being enablsd to go home aven on recrai$ing service, vhich
meuld be a bore smd would oonfine me fo H.Y, moet of the timg yat ia betier than
rothing.

Doae Charley Gerdette ast up to the spirit of kis verses? They are
not bad ~ better thern many of the sofi (in the Army significatilon) effesions that
have besn in the pepern singe the breskdng cut of the war, Do you koow the mmber
of the Ragt. that the fAristol Company of & yre. man ia in? I pee z=sny Penng reghs.
and might eome zorosk thed as the Aray of the Pobtompc {2 £il sbhout us. The rebel
segmp fires are still viailble over the valley end they do aot > pear dimisighed in
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gunber so =& oAy Have anobher trisl of streogth before winter eets in unless Gen.
Goorgze B. thinke 1t better fo let then plone, The rald of esvslry into Pe., was
disgraceful to us, sliowing them to¢ saes saround the rapr of our Ay sgaln. Onr
cavelry are ot worth thelr forage =nd vever will be vcnder the pressnt order of
things.

®auld Lary send me any plcoked malnats Af I wrote! Thaey ere just what I
want in canp to pesaom the mests wlith, Butlaer's emaces ele, are poor tressh., You
waonld be eomased (0 see me muporintending oy culslne. My stengile sre a porcelaln
lined wettla, = saucepan and gridiren snd I can roaet & chleken over the embers
with aome stloks in #tyle, I ralased soté¢ cornmesl in the velley end we have mzph
end nelosses 2nd fried omsk {a tha mominz in onr old Bristol fashion. It goss
wall with hew or weckerel ant ia o large 1tam in opr sgeltery. My daricey 1
lenrning to cook rmalte well row and dim't nesd much webtching exdept to mes that
the =&lt fish ip soeked before breolling, something o derkey is 1lahle to forget.

Fezeaber me to Hdiss L. =nd ¥rs. B] apd all friemds who inquire., The
Brigtelizns =sre doing well £o send thelr aontributione to you. anthony Burtum
i1z what & elok soldlar would cell 2 frump., Wxite often, your letters sasn o
toke longer to reech me then cthers do,

¥a5, Flesss send me two or three stsmps nor and then:! am almost out
and short of fuands.

London Helghts, ¥Ya.
Qetober 204n, 1863,

Your letter of the 17¢th came here yesterday, having mede very good tlam,
fhoald we revain hare for a fime I cpn make such arrangsmenta as will permeit you
to come end atey for o wask without muock disaomford. The famter's wifs who
supplies ma with bresd snd butter, ste, in Londan Yelley szn zive ymi 2 room,

It is 8 very gulet, nice place and they are good Unien people, tut Fou zust walt
t111 I &m paild for my funds are now et the lowesi abb, not heving been pald for
3¢ long. Havinz to psy such pricas for everytbing has made 211 hands poor, 12

st compeiled to do what 1 naver intended to snd a=ekx you to send me 310, i{n Four
next if you c2n spare it, It L1s pretiy romgh te have over $400, due snd not hiave
anough cath to get provisions with, buf the Goverament psemsg to Lhink we gan fight
gnd merch and live without money,

#orld the mnoking cap and gloves maks oo large = pmckage to pend by
wali? If thay would, you misht aend than by express - directed to Liemmt. Morris,
Bottery X, Sth N, Y.V, London Felszhia, ¥u. to ba cs&lled for at Herper’s Farry.

3o Mrs. P. read my letitar to the soclety. It must bavae beeh Interesting for I
wag 39 worm out st bhe time it wes wrltien that I could scerosly stand, They
have not favored ms with an znawar yet - porhaps ss & reward {or my not wirlting
before, I beard from Gemo, Swaln Dy onc #f cur rearuits and wrote to him om
Bundpy, He i = good fellow pud one of those I coont as friendn. He says
Chorley Swift 1s ln terror sboul the draft and is dowm on Fresident Linooln for
ardaring the sama. My undarslothing 12 211 right - T have three undershirts and
drawers in goof order, lotw of steckines mnd handicarchiofs.

This L2 & regular fall day - clesr snd cold with & strong nerthwssiar
blowing, W¥e coan pes farther todsy than any fime since I have besn up hers. The
steaples of Martinsturg sre very distinet end tho rebel samp fires are very fow
in mmbar and scattered. I thiuk they have Teirested via Front Roysl and left »
rear gusrd of cavelry arnd artiliazy %o cover the ratrsat, Jaokson'e old plan.
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1 atm very sbzrry to have o wilte for money tut it is unavoldable and I
will huve the more t4 send on nerxt peyday. "rits goon and often, Hemember mag to
¥1: friends - egpecially ¥lsgs L. and ¥ye. B.

Harper‘e Farry - Oet, 28th, 1862,

Your Iatter of the 23rd I recelved in the Regt!s camp yesterdsy while
over there on beeiness from which [ returnsd thie morning #nd =e my leat letter
weg £ week A0, thie pote will ba better then nothing., The Reogh, moved this
morning from Fleapant Velley and will probebly bring up nt Lovetteviile om Lha
cther slde of the "stomee and I expact ordera to joln them when they get Ehera,
at least so Gem'l Getty gave ms to understand, If, ss it seems probadle, thay
g0 inte winter gquarters, tlhen 1t will be & better plan for you to come than this
if iy dentt plesps the grest lmgh. £.%4. to sengd me north, I ahall not pak for a
loavs sgain if 1t keeps mo in the fisld till ouwr time is up. The $10. came &l
righy =nd wee very acceptable, Lave to ell friends.

P.5. The package of gloves, #ap and gsomva oame aafaly. I sew Bernatt
anf am glad he met you - he iz one of our best of floers,

London Halghts, Ve,
Ostober Jiwt. 1862,

My 4ime has basn w¢ cocupled for the last ten daye thet you maet not
blaze ma 1f my latters 4o not reach you regalarly. 1 wrote 2 haety note laet
Taesdoy snd have time ko write the gave now, 4311 of Sumner's Corps hare left
Bolivar Haighte and gone up Loendon Tallay in the direction of Winchestsr, to
which point Burmpide also asems to be dirsoting hisz forges by way of Lovetigvllie.
Yo ars consegquently entirely separated from the Regi. and have basn moving from
posgition to position about the mountein as eath pgeneral, and we howve hed sgbout
three & waek, rhouid faney. Gan. Gesry has ordered ue to Boliva Helghte now
but how scon we etart i« more them I know, Yours of tha 23rd came all zight -
1t is doubt?ul when I can gei another ap mur communication with tha nortk ia
et off pnd I don't like to have you writs to me here as wé ars s¢ liabla to
lsave at sny time,

I have just finished mueteriag my Company for pay - not to receive the
monay et to verlfy $he rolls., The poeitien of Capt. 1s by noc means uan eesy one,
He gete ten dollers s momth oxira for reeponsibility and it 4= worth in oy case
at lesst $100.

Fhe wotds on the mouniazins artund are gorgesus in their gufumnel dreegs
and the prospect from the top of the Bl at suedown is something suparb. 1
wish you could be here bul cul movemsnts are ac uncertaln that it won't de juat
now. is scon pf I find that we ars ssttled for two weeks in one place, I will
write yom to come on but H. Farry is now naither e plaasant, safe gor settled
piace for you to coms {0. Beneuber me to mil friends. Write scon and direct
your naxt to Battery X, 9th N.Y.Y. Harper's Ferry, ¥a. It will b= better 1
think to try that way for cnca,

P&, Oct, 31st, Wight. Bave just received ordera te rejoiln the Ragt.
71l probably lezve tomorrow or uext day. Do you know Gan. Fane, bYrother of Dr,
¥ene of Aretic notorietyt He ig in cormend here gnd I have just been over to
hare o chat with him. I hope o find acme lsbters from you at tha regt.



Keyas Gep, Vo. Hov, &, 1832,

1 started on ¥onday not to rejoln the regi. as sotialpated in my laat
but with two of oy ganr soccompanlied Jen. Xene on 2 Ilttle expedition ilast night
ang night bBbefore. ¥a guarded ¢ ford of the Shensndoesk spd today we moved up on
the mountsin. I never saw such roads sg thece sountsin rosde are, They are
sncugh to disgust 2 decent horse and T fanr my gun derriages won't stend 1t
long., Should Gep'l Burnsgide heve waved, we =may hiave some diffleulty and be
gcmetime resahing the Regt. end congequently my latters may be delayad though
I will write 2z often a8 posslble =nd hope to find g plle of lotters awelting
me at the 9th.

The weather i fortunately for ne, beautiful. though I think a elom is
brewing but my tent will be alemg snd I doa't emrea. Uy chief need ia of fondsg
at I ¢cnn't see how they will rasch me and [ mist be content 3o teke rough fars
£411 the peyment comes, which I hope won't be long deferred, Give oy love to
al) friends spd when we go into winter quarters I expect to ean you lock wall
though I could not leapn from Barneti, s satiefeotoery zocomnt of your looky ng
he had not sean you before to know your usuel styie of igoka.

Parhans 11 you write lzmadiately you oight Alrect te Ligat. E.BE.H.
Bettery £, Sth N.Y.¥. London Helrshts, Ya, snd enclose snether 510, If you oan
spara %, Don't do it wnloms you cam for I hete to write for money. After
racaiving your letiers wanting to cams to H. Ferzy, 1t wszde me fesl very anxione
to heve you and hed we remalned e week longer I wonld hove telegraphed for yom
to gome an. As it 1s, I wey d¢ s0 yobt. Frite socn.

"Uarshall Bouse", dlexandria, Va
Fov. 18ik, 1883,

Onee more I am baek in the neighborheod of Fashington., %We left on the
Orange and Alexandriz R.R., on Bunday morning at 11 A.M, ond reached Mazuassas
sfter dari and found that the army had left Warrsanton and we covld get no $rans-
portatison further, We bivoumoked all night alongeide the ralircad in the rain
azd next mornine I went to Gen. Bickles who is in commend thars and he advised
me to rTeturn azd proceesd via Asquia Oreek to Fred'g, Va., We left Monesesn at
2 F.M, and did not resch the Alsxandrie Tepet £L11 after =ldnlght - the slowsst
trip I aver undertook - got =y men quarterad at the Soldier's Retrwdt and
stopped ot this houpe where Ellmworth wes murdered for the balance of the alght.
I start at 8} A.¥, tomorrow for Aciqula Creek by bost and axpect to meet the Regt.
at Fred'y. Fe paagsi thru the Bull Run batile zround end hed a geoad change to
st the eountry, riding as we &id on top of frelght cars.

I et o dr, Portay and hig fgther of Heoston, Juet returning with the
body of hiz brother whw was killed there. They wers very gentlenenly pecple
end had travelled such all aver the world, so that the trip down wag not as dull
g it might heove been, I feel better now and hope to pget aafely to the Fiath.
Give my love to 51l the family — I will direqt you where to aend the phobozraphe
if T don't get thea mysel? from ¥re. B,



Cemp near Falmouth, Va.
November 2lst, 1862,

I gent you a hasty note from Alexandria end am now sble to report my
safe arrival at the Hegt. We left Alexendria at 9 A.M. on the 19th and disen-
barked at Acquia Creek about dusk, all the docks there having been destroyed,
Landing was a slow process, only one lighter being avallable and to add to the
discomfort & drizezling rein set in. We were sufficiently comfortable, however,
for the night snd at 10 A.M. yesterday I started my company for this place,
marching on the R.R. track, the road being slmost impassable on account of the
mad, It rained all dey but I accomplished the march and rejoined the Regt. &
distance of over 13 miles, by sunset. In spite of the rains my men kept up
their spirits admirably thousgh it was hard to have them camp on the wet ground
in the rain. 1 stopped with Capt. Barmett and although wet through, have
experienced no i1l effects; in fact am feeling better than while in Washington.

I found two letters from you dated the 7th and 10th but not the one
conteining the $7. which is probebly in the mail we expect tomorrow. Also a
letter from Uncle John himself and a yery kind one that I shall keep. He
enclosed one from Arthur written in style.

Dr. White is here, acting Brigade Surgeon. He ie not content away

from the Ninth and hes been here in Humphrey's sbsence. Col. Hawkins, I em

happy to state, took my disposal of the gune in very good part and I am inelined

to think was rather glad to be rid of them as my compeny is = valusble aceeseion

to the Regt. heving more men for duty then sny other in 1t. The whole army seems

to be concentrating here though the rebels still hold Fred'g and the plckets con-
. verge with one another scross the river, no picket firing being sllowed. A rebel

got off 2 rather good thing the other day. Our boys were telking about going to

Richmond end he offered %o deseribe the roed. Sgild he - "you heve to eross two

"Hills" end go through a "Longstreet" with a "Stonewall" at the back of them before

you get there.

I pent Lieut. D. to Mrs. Brewers for my cartes de visite znd was sur-
prised to learn that she had gonme to Amnspolis on account of the death of her
mother, I hope it is not Mre, Batchelor and think it nmst be Mrs. Brewer, Sr.
as the former I heard you say was in Beltimore. 'rite to me often and direct
as usnal to the lst. Brigade, 3rd Div. 9th A.C. The meile are more irregular
than ever but as soon as the Acquie Creek R.R. is open they will come £ll right

again,

Flease knit Capt. Barnett a pair of gloves like mine only mske the left
thumb larger at the lower joint snd just below it, than the right as his wound hae
swelled it a 1little. 1 will pay for the worsted btut he is a good friend of mine and
I 1ike him to have them, I met George Nares of Ceneva on the boat - he is commie-
sary of subsistance on Gen. Woodbury's staff. He was home last summer and saw
H. Hurlburt. He saye they are doing well. I aleo met one of my old Hartsville
school mates. He recognized me and was very glad to see me - people turn up in
unexpected places sometimes, Write soon and eddress.

December 5th, 1862,

Mr. Brewer arrived this morning and we went to Jay Cooke & Co.'s together
and after a little trouble disposed of the $100, note and also one $50. The fifties
ere all right, I return one of them, and also the $20. The trouble was I think with
the clerk of J.C. & Co. whohad so0ld the note to get rid of it and did not wiah to



® o7

take it back, My dispatehes from Beaadgqouarters have net arrived yet but oy aen have.
Fhey ware delayed cne dsy to walt for the paymsster »ho however was ordered back to

. Tuaghioegton withowt paylog our Regh, I mm wall thie wordting snd Pesl hetter. “rite
to me sdon and I will writs as #6000 as I reach the Regt.

Foshiagtén, D.C.
Doacwober 13th, 1862,

I intended writing 2 long letter todey tmt am obliged to lemve inm
burry for Horper's Ferry to got my gune - 1% io encugh 4o make a man gick to
hoave to be awsy from hic Reght. at & time like thig.  Hememher me to all ths
fetlly., I will write acain s soon as T return, prohebly oz Monday.

¥aghington Houme, Feshingion, D.G.
Dge, 19th, 1882,

I returned from Harper'e Farry alght before last without eccomplighing
acything, sp wagusl. They have my zuns in positior on Hd. Heizghts 2nd had them
there 52 Mej. Gen. Morell ordersd them kept. Consaguantly I retnrned mimoas my
guna, iost of the treope heve left thers, only three or four Md. Regts being
laft. 1 rode over london Helghte and up the valley for old zoguaintance mske
though the report was thet the rabel savalry wers then in fores. The country
looked very dasclets in ito winter garb i there wes plenty of game and I would
Bave wall liked a week'p chosting., A floek of wild turkeys came right into camp

. one day end orspted conaiderablas exeitement.

I stopped with Mejor Rolfe, l4th Mzss. Hesvy Artillasry azd had a plessent
time. Since ¢oming fo thix eity I mnde the acguaintanea of Li. Ges. F. Dane of
Boston, 2 good fallow and of good femily, I guess, cousin of R. E. Dans who has
done some soridbling, T have sent agaln to Headguerters for orders and hope %o
lasvs here soon, Company F. of ocure hes come up from Horth Caroline and are on
their may to camp which will make the Ninth onde more respectedle iz point of
mmkars. They did pot saffsr aueh in the fight snd are I hear iz good order.

¥rite soont, direst io fomtp az Before. 7 am 30 disgontsd with the wary
ry boginsss hse zome that I don't feel liks writing wuch, Remsaber ms {0 all
the family,

Waghington Houms, Weshington, B,0,
Docesbar 23vd, 1882,

fnce miore =y leiter 1s dated from thix miserable city. It weemsm ze though
they had complately forgottsn me in camp gm ne orders or snswers {0 oy lettare
Tesch me, Requests to maks purcheses snd 2311 euch things come readlly envugh tut
nothing that T want. It ie over thres weeks now eince oy arrival here and that
tine has been abeclutely wested ag far as military affeirs ars concerned, The
oniy good thing about it wes that my health wes improving $1ill I took a sevare
eold £rom slespinz In & warm rosm that hes set e Teck a 11ttle. Hers 1t 1la almost
Christmas agein and very 1ittle like one will 1t see: to me. Mojor Jardice hae
. got snother leave of sbeence znd gome north, also 2 Lieut. of Co. & Poaltirvely
they treat me in s vory mean wsy, Hsd I the fundsg ({t is poseible that home I
would go ip spite of them Tuf it won't 40 to go peor, There is but littls nevs
from the irmy. BParnszlde assumes the responsibility of the move on Fred'g and he
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will win yet. Had he led the Ninth Corps on as he intended, the enemy's line
would have been broken sure. I met an 0ld friend or rather he hunted me up.
John Osgood of Vt. who used to be with C.E. & Co. with me. ¥We were the only
repudlicens in the store snd had to fight the rest all through the Fresidential
campaign of 1860, He ie now a clerk in the In¥erior Dept. snd a men of some
influence. I have obteined a key to the secret of Dick King's monsy msking or
at least to a part of it. He is a shrewd fellow is Richard., Osgood introduced
me to Mr. Drury, ome of Mre. Irving's boarders, you recollect we met him at
Willards., I eleo met Mr. Carrnth of Boston, 2 gentleman I spoke to you of
meeting at Burkes Statlon on the Manassae R.R, where he had been to get the
body of hie son. He recognized me and was gled to see me and ssys he has just
returned from Fred'g where he has been attending to the wounded. Our old Gemn'l
Phelps is at Willards and I have been trying to see him but thus far have been
unsuccessful. He i3 a men I respect and believe in snd would rether serve under
him than under any man but Burnside.

Remember me to all the family and my wishes for a Merry Christmas
to all, though I anticipste a dull enough one for myself. Write soon and often
I will get the letters on my return to the Regt. The chances are that my orders
will come to 2o back in 2 dey or two and the sooner the better for me,

Weshington, D.C.
Jamuary let. 1863,

My New Years letter must come from this city although when I lasgt
wrote I hed hopes of being sble to date it from the field. You must have e
mmber of letters awaiting me in Camp since I have not heard from you since
Mr. Brewer brought me that short note you wrote. My stay here seems to be
prolonged slmost beyond endurance. On the firet intimstion of 2 near battle
at Fred'g, I am off to the front and let the orders go. I am writing in John
Osgood's room in the Patent Office. He has been to see the President snd other
digniteries of the Stete and seems plessed with the loocks of thinge,

There is nothing new or interesting going on here and it isstupid
enough for me, not having eny sequeintences, tut I hope soon to be off again.
Remember me to sll the femily end write as soon as you receive this, direst to
care of John Osgood, Weshington, D.C. He will gend it to me if I have left.

I am fixed as I used to be at school, with nothing to write about and unable to
make up a letter,

Washington, D.C,
Jamary 4th, 1863.

At length my long wished for orders have come. About five o'clock
this afternoon I received a telegram from Gen. Burnside ordering me to return
to my Regt. without delay, either with or without the guns and tomorrow morning
at 8 AM, I take the boat for Acquis Creek, much to my satisfaction, for I em
as thoroughly disgusted with Weshington and everything belonging to it as a
young man well can be. Indeed, without Johm Osgood, I hardly kmow how I sghould
have got along thus far but he is a pleasant companion and a men thet I esteem
very highly. By the way, do you kmow anything of a femily by the name of Weed?
There is & widow lady end daughter, a very pretty and interesting girl of about
23, stopping here and I have made their acquaintance snd only learned tonight
too late to ask any questions,that she (the old lady) has been in Bristol and
knows you. GShe was the wife of Maj. Weed of the Merines. I have a sort of
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will win yet, Nad he led the Nloth Cotpe on 2% he lntended, the enemy's line
wotiild have been broken gure. I met an old friend or rsther he hunted me up,
John Osgogd of ¥t, who used to be with C,E. & Co. with me. e were tha only
repuocliceas in the store end had to Fleght the rest gll through the Presideniisl
sarpalen of 1880, He 18 nowx a clerk in the Invericr Depl. snd a man of some
infivenca. I have obtalned n key to the sscret of Dick King's wongy meking or
gt least to a part of 1t,. We ix o ghrewd fellow ig Richerd, Opgogd int roduced
me to Mr. Drary, one of Mra. Irving's boardsras, yoo retollect we met him at
#illards. T alto met Mr. Carmmth of Boston, a gentlseman I zpcke to you of
meeting et Purkee Statioz om the Hanapess B.E, where he had besn to get the
body of his son. He recegenized me pod wap gled to pep me z2nd goye he has nst
roturasd from Fred'p where he hap been ptiending L0 the wounded, OQur elé& Sen'l
Phelps i at ¥illprds and I have been tryisg to gee him bot thue far heve baes
ungusasanfal, He is 5 men I respest and beliere In emd would reather serve under
hizm then under any marn but Burneide.

Beneaber me 1o ell the family snd ny wizhses for o Xaryy Christmas
to all, though 1 anticipste a dull encwsh one for oyeelf, W¥rite goon ané coftem
T will get the lsttere on oy rejywrn to the Regt, The echences are thet ny orders
will oome bo £90 beck in e dey or two snd the soonar tha hefter for me.

Yaghington, D.C.
Jarmery let. 1863,

My Naw Years lettar mmst gome f£rom this olty although when I last
wrote I had hopee of being oble to date it from the field., Yim mmat have a8
mambar of letters awalting me in Camp sinca I have not hsard from you slpece
Kr. Brewsr brought ms that short note yoa wrote. My stay hers scems tc be
prolonged slmost beyond endurance. On the first intimation of & neer batile
at Fredip, I sm off toc the front and let the orders zo. I am writing in Jobm
Cagoadis room in the Tatent $ffice, He hag besn to sse tha Fresidont and sther
dignitaries of the State and waems plagasd with the Iooks of things.

Pherse i nothing new or interecting goling cn bere and it fzsinpld
snigh for me, not having any soqueiniendes, tut I hoepa meon to be off mgsin,
femanbar me to all the Tamlly and write a3 soen as you ragaive thia, dirsst to
care of John Oxgood, Hashingtern, 2,0, He will send 1t %o me 47 I have iaft.

T pn filxzed s T nszed tc be gt sahoel, with wothing to write sbout and unable to
mpke up a letfer,

¥aeg¢hington, D.C.
Jamry 44k . 1863,

At length vy long wished for orders heve come. About five o'clock
this afternoon I recelved 2 telegran fram Gen., Burnside erdering me to return
to my Regt., withoui delay, elther with ¢r without the gone and tomerrow merning
at 9 A M, I $ake the boat for lioguis Creek, maech to my satisfaction, for I mm
ez thoroupghly disgunted with Weshington shd everyihing belongiag to it ar o
young man well can be, Indged, without John Osgoed, T hardly mow how I should
have gat along thua 5T but be 18 a plessent companion and s man thsi I esteen
very Rigkly. By the wey, do you knew anything of & family by tho name of Yeedl
There i3 & »1d0w lady end daughter, a very pratty snd interesting girl of sbout
2%, stopping here and | have mede thelr scqualntense and oniy leaymed tonight
$00 late to ask any qesiions, that she {the o0ld ledy) hes been in Bristol smd
knews you. She was the wife of lpgl. Waad of the Marines, I have a sart of
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indimtinet and confused idem of her and of the zawe ot desize fully informeilon,
waich plense send me in your next as I have particular reseons for wlehiag to know,
Thay aTe not in zood cliroumatsnces but are of ths sort thet would fesl ashamed to
have it known thet they mre obliged to work for a living, a2 sort of people thet your
gon dontt pimire,

Hy last letters have been very ghort snd stupld but I hove bees se blue ot
heavins to stpy hare that 1t miet be oy excuse and I #ill write loocer ones when I
zet beck to e¢amp, That sonitor buminasg g 2 asd one, on zore mogounte than one,
Te hpd hoped that the ironclaede were mors gzeaworthy. I met Dave Swaln of Bristol
here the nther day., Ha le in the employ of a2 City R.B Co. end 1e doing well, I%
seanad natarsl tc gee 3 Sristol fsoe peain, something like =2 opals in the wiliaertess.
Dt you sttend to the hospital as much ap aver? I got eome dozen of oy hoys from the
hoapltal here end gent them to camp well and ghle to do duiy, so that suk op my
returz I shall hove & acmpany desrly 100 ghrong, something to bs proved of iy sn old
Aagt., llke oura, OUne of the remilts of my Tembinzton trip hzs besn thnt I havs made
thae coqueintense of o z00d many paople who mway be usefnl to ma if 1 regein in the
ey and perhepe will pid we in getting into the Regulars.

Write to me seonr $¢ the old zddrsss - th Aroy Corps snd give my love to all
thﬂ famil:fa

Coatpy opoesite Fralte, Ta,
Jamuery 9th, 1863,

Your letterz of the S5th 2nd 6th inet, resched ma todey., I wans ungdle to
gtart on Monday morming za st five: Lntenfed and vas thereby ensbled to recelve
your latter gant to the osre of Ogegood, On Tussdey at 8 AM,, however, 1 Lafy
the Clty of Mpponlficent Distances, io the dim distance without the slightest
ereving ever o eea 1% pgaln uniens it might be in transit ts soms more congenial
epot. How officers cen 1is about that town ma they 4o, I can't ses. To e it was
the moet atupld of plecewn. ¥We Teached camp about five etelock P, of Tuesday and
I heve baen tuey aver sinos. Reporied of course to Gen'l Gstty and saw FKowkins
& Da. mesting a warm radadiion ervarywhers. Uy company has alise regqairesd coneld-
aratle stiention te get new arus, ete, To¢ zap the olimex, Gen. Getty has sgaln
datailed ma sa Judge Advocate to a Gen'l Court Hartlal now in saseiom, He must
hinrs 2 batter opinlen of oy talente in that Iins than I have mywslf, I thought E
seversl times of writing you to come $t0 Feshington but sa sverything had turned
qit wrong with me there sand your lzat vipit was an wnfortunatas cna, I thought I
wouldn't, Should 1t be my luck te zet 2 lesve of coumsse I will lad you Inow
iomadtotely. '

My estimate of Mrs, Teed was shout right. Some Llndigtinet remintgeences
hed connected her with Mra. Downing and your sxplenstion clearsz it up. The
dsughter bids falr to follow in the motharis tfask in mome things but your
ceation e to oy forming sadden or any friendshipe with anpinipg feaninlne woa
eatirely naedleass Lo your son g he is beyond donger of saything of the kind,

*s are zg ¢amfortablie in camp me can ba expected this cold westher, have
Californta firsplpces in our tents a2nd burn erll the wood shizimsble, Should we !
atay ancther month iz this pert of ¥a. there mon't be 2 stick left big enough %o "
drive & plg with, ¥y Combeny is the largest in the Regt. I turn out sbout 73 men '
new on perede and i% is in as good order ns the reat too, Gen'l Burnsides, Uen. I
Wilaom apd staff came over to dress parade last night snd complimented ua ag uwasl, '
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Even Somnst, "Bull' Susmnar, went back to hls ijmarters after revlewing us sné esld -
17iya just seen s roguler regiment such os I've not zeen for 1Y yemrs.® He walked

\r’ up end down the line front and resr end saying - "I'm looking for a man snéd can't
find him. " Kobody inew what he meant till he hed fintghed when he nald be wented
e map 4o find Feult with bt not o btmttsnr wap ont af plece or a mmalret dirty, though
tha Begt. returned from nlcket only shout 4 hra. before.

I wmise the enriog matirssses a L1ittle - it spolls me to go to 2 elty and
atay oo long. Thers is nething dolmy here, no vrosvect of ¢ move, drilis every
day ae usiasl and sll in eood splrits. Qive my love ta all the fanlly and write
oftan. If I bad more to write sbout I would mrks longer istters Tt I can't end
oy Judge Advocate Tusiness Xeepe ma st work all dey.

Comn oppoeite Frederleksburs, Va,
Jemmary 18th, 1383,

¥y deleay 1z writing hes basn greater than usial thls tlms but it shell not

napper agrin, Your last two letters came on the sage day and I Fesl more end more
gorry that ¥ 443 not talegraph to you to come on before ay depariure From Yashington.
"#e are undar merching orders with three dey's rations sand as the mall betwaen here
and Fashington la tesporarily stopped, you will not lose snything by my slowneas in
eriting. ¥a wers to have sterted this (Sunday) evering for aomevhere tut I under=-
ptand that the orders have besn countermended, Thile 1 =sm writling, a battery hes
opened on the bank of the river, prabably Banjamin's 20 pdre, ut the firing ie
slow and doea noy amount t¢ mmsh, I rode pleng the river bauk the othar day snd
took e look rt the city Wt conld not see thet much damage hed besn done. The
rabals heve been busy slnee the battle =nd the whole hillslde is covered with

o’ breastworks and rifie pits ot the paxt time we abtack, it w«iIl e on the {lask,
not in front as before,

My dutiee as Judge Advocate have Tept me tuch amployed snd I have Just
returned from taking the proceedinge to Prig, Oun. Getty for approvel and sm now
ageln in eommend of my company end better plesasd then to be on detpched sarvice
and not mowlng whether anything is golng on wrons or not., I dined todey wiih
Col. Hawicins., We hed ac-tall soup, e Troadst turkey end rice pulding, pretiy goed
that for camp. The Cel. and I get alonz very well itozether,

Tomorrow will be oy 23rd birthday, the last wss sgent on Hatteras vary
ploanantly, the ons befora I ghall not readily forget and I wonder where the next
will find me -probebly in the ammy, 4 livizg, =s oy prosyscts for a positien in
the Reguler Art'y are pratity good when my time in thiz Rest. is 2p. The 4th of
May doee not seem 50 far off to us, oaly s iIittls over three montha, snd we have
been out over 20 months tut we shall prodbably sse gsome wore sherp work befors the
F¥inth returms to civil 1ife. T3 I tell you I met John Faasiit at Acquin Creak?
He i & 214 on the Gen, Birpey's ataff with the renk of Capi. - lodza very mach
e he uped to, Perhupe the best thing you can do 1le $o g0 t¢ Geneva thongh you
had better wait till warmer weather. ¥Fe ars having & regular ocld snsp just now,
pfter a2 wealt or two of resl Juns weather - foliowed by & heavy esulliwacier,

Robt, Tumlng’s letter muset have dbesn rather = demper tui you smat draw
on whataver I have sent you If you want 2 single thing, I shall soon esrn moTe
g sand msks up oy poss in Fashington. There 1s positively nothlng mors to srite
b chout, The samy, or et lesst our Corps, ie ready te start om ashort nofice and
‘ onrly awalt the ecrders. Have you mede those gloves for Capt. Barnett? I2 Feu have,
send them by matl, ¥e need such protectiona now. It ip cold work standing on the
hill a% parades, shbe.
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Remember me to all the femily at Annspolis =nd write to me before you go to
Oaklsands thet I may send my letters there. Gen. Halleck wrote to Gen. Burnside to
know the remson of Capt. Morrig' long delsy in Washinghton znd it was sent to me thru
Oens. Sumner, Wilcox and Getty, so I was obliged to make & report that will probably
be satisfectory and give the officer who reported me some hard hite in it.

Camp neear Falmouth, Va.
Jamiary 28th, 1883,

No letter from you for sgbout ten days. The suthoritles seem disposed to
stop ell our privileges, mmils included, =28 a2 sort of reward I supposze for not
gsucceeding in that last movement which fortunately did not start us from camp.

I wrote last Sunday while we were on picket along the banks of the Beppshannock

g0 there is not much new for mé to tell., Our General hes gone but before leaving in-
timated that higs cld Ninth Corps mizht expect to be called to go with him soon,

Gen. Hooker apparently intends to sty here sometime. He hag ordered the Division
Comnisgirier to bulld bakeries for the troops but it may be only 2 blindito deweive
the rebels.

iy own health contimmes good, though we are surrounded by a small sea of
mud, covered with snow, My tent ig however very comfortable, having a good stove,
invented by our old adjutsnt, Evans. It packs, pipe (7 ft.) and 2ll in e bex 10
inches squere and warms a tent in the coldest weather., A free fell on the tent
the other day during the storm snd alightly tore things but fortunately missed my
head by = foot., I was out with an axe in short order and e dozen of Company K.
goon made 1t 211 right again,

Lt. Col, Kimball has gone to NiY. on s 15-dsy leave. Mat Graham, one of
our Lieuts, had hig leg carried off st Antietem, FHumphreys made s good stwmp
Just sbove the knee and Mat is now here walking esbout on one of Pelmer's artifieial
lege. We have but three months more to serve and then what is to be done?  Write
to me before you go to either Cermsntown or Geneva. If the malles are not more
regilar then they have been, you will have to write sometime before starting for
it to reach me, OGive my love to gll, I would write more but sm blue and esn
think of nothing to say.

F.8. I have no stamps today end am obliged to send it =¢ a soldier's letten

On Board "Robt. Morris"
Chesapeake Bgy - February 8, 1863,

Once more on our way to Fort Monroe and a delay in my writing to you, but
this time picket duty and 2 sudden move from Camp kept me from gending my usual
letter. The Ninth Corps are ordered to report to Genl. Dix at 0ld Foint but we
will probebly be with our old leader, Genl. Burnside once more, much to our satis-
faction. The first feeling of gll seemed to be onme of relief at lesving the
army of the Potomae, sn army that we were taught to expect great things of and one
that we have found to be 2 great humbug., Our ultimate destination, I don't Imow.
I saw Gen'l Cetty on the dock at Aquia Oreek end efter shsking hends, I remarked
that it seemed slmost like going home to go to 0ld Pt. He replied that we were
probably going nearer my old cruising ground than that, so I think we may bring
up in North Ca. Agein I had hoped to get a ten-day leave but this knocks it gll
in the head.
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defended with sny sort of skill =nd the rebel entrenchments are well placed. The
batteries of our Corps came up todsy. They have bsen detesined =t Camp Hamilton
nesr Hampton by the bad rosds. I hsve seen Benjamin and seversl other officers
of my acquaintence who are very pleasant assoclates. In faet, the Artillery
officers are by all odds the plessantest and most intelligent class of officers
in the service.

My little camp stove is troublesome tonight end has interrupted me
several times zslready by refusing to give out its guantum of heat, somsthing
umisuel ee it generally gets red hot on slight provocation. Give my love to all
the Annapolis famlly and tell Miss L. that when I zo home sgain, even if for g
short time, I will make a pilgrimsge to Annapolis to see her, . Write often as you
can - the stamps came all right. The days pass so rapidly that if we stay here
mach longer our next trip will be to N.Y, We hear that the 7th have already made
arrangements for our reception and intend meking it a brilliant one, so that all
hande are counting the hours that are to elapse before we leave the service.

Hewport News - Feb., 27th, 1863,

The mails must be uncommonly slow or something for it seems more than a
week since your last letter arrived. It was the one containing stamps, but I con-
sole myself with the reflection thet you may have gone further north and thus your
letters are delayed. Abe had a grand review here of the 9th Corps on Wednesday
by Gen. Dix. There were sbout 12,000 men out and six batteries. The Ninth was
of eourse the ornement of the show. We had a2bout 500 men out and looked well.
Tomorrow is the last day of the month and we will be rmstered, 2 job that entails
plenty of work on Compeny commenders in the making out of rolle, ete. Dr..White
has resigned and goes to N.Y. tomorrow. His sister end mother I presume have
permaded him to the step. Now that he has his papers, he feels blue enough and
we are very sorry to lose him, he ig a gentlemen and one of my few intimates.

Shad are beglnning to come here but sre too high yet for 2 line officer's
mess. ‘hen I become Capt. of Artillery, I can epread myself more. Gen. Getty
treats me in a very friendly manner and will do almoet anything for me so I do not
despair of receiving a combission in my fevorite branch of the service. I have
had some pleasant rides since I wrote lost. One in perticular. I had a young horse
of Capt. Gardner's, Asst. Adjt. Gen'l of the division, and went sbout 7 miles up
the river, through fields, over ditches and brooks and making pretty good time too,
Cept. Barnett was with me on his black horse, captured from a rebel officer by the
said Cept, B. When we were here the first time. He is a2 beauty and the capt. would
not part with him for enything.

There is but little news here, everything works smoothly, only it is a
gight to see the boat come in - 13,000. loaves of bread on board every day. It
would sstoniesh some of our emall bakers st home to see the piles of it but it goes
the way of sll bresd before the next morning end the ngry jaws of Unele Sam's
soldiers are ready for snother cargo, Do write to me often, my letters are of
courge dull s there ie nothing to write sbout but I hope soon to be gble to see
you again even if I don't zo home with the Regt, Oive my love to all the family
and write soon.

F.8, Thig blank pare looks too bad, it mekes my letter appear so short
yet I hear nothing to write sbout. My health is good and as long as we stay here I
hope it will remain s0s I had & row with Lt. Col. Kimbell yesterdsy or rather my
Lieut. hed and I supported him. If Col, K. had kept on he would have ruined the
discipline of the Regt. It has ended in Col. Hawkins resuming command of the Ninth
in addition to commanding the brigade. Col. Kimball don't love me much, but it is
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little I care for his Worehip's favors. He has not been eble to zet = hold on me
end as long as I do my duty he cen't. But don't think I am incurring his dielike
without csuse. It was necessary end if he had not publicly reversed his own order,
I would have either court martisled him or resigned, neither of which would it have
suited me to do., Write soon,

Newport News, Va. Mar. 6th, 1882,

Though there is nothing of particular interest to write about, I will en-
deavor to snswer some of your gquestions, lst: I can't get & commission in the
Regulars with the rank of Capt. or im feet any other as things look, but if all
thinge prosper, I may get it after a time. OGen'l Getty will do all he cen for me.
Cept. Webster is very well, he has recelved command of Co. D. as I prophesied when
in Weshington. He ig a2 good fellow end I like him, I am sorry sbout Barnett's
glovee but =28 you say, we will have but little more cold weather. The last few days
however, have made overcoats and thick gloves a necessity. Dr. White was not satis-
fied away from the Finth and when Humphreys wes detached as Med. Direector, of the
Divieion, he worked to be mssigned to us again and succeeded. The money letter that
was sent to London nsver reached me. It wes probably either robbed or is in the
dead letter office.

Now I think I have snswered all your last questions. The reason I forget
then sometimes is because your letter is not with me while I answer it. My letters
gre written sometimes in the Provost Marghal's office, or at Gen. Getty's or
wherever 1 happen to be when the humor takes me to write, but tonight I sn at home
in 2 new tent, floored and carpeted with canvas, a camp bed for my Lieut. and a
mattress for myself. Our trunke for seats and 2 round tsble which, when covered
with a blenket, might be teken for mehogany. My camp stove is in an old outer tent
which serves as a sort of vestibube and lumber room for company property, ete.

Glve my love to sll the family as ususl and write often. I have nothing
to saybut will write soon agein., Gen'l Burnside has sent his horses and orderlies
down and we expect to see our old Genersl again before meny days and then we will
be cont ent,

Newport NHewe, Va.
Mch. 28th, 1863,

Your letter from Germantown arrived all safe. I thought you liked to be
there but from the tone of your letter was surprised to find that you did not. We
are left all alone here now, the lst. and 2nd. Div. having gone west. Lieut. Benja-
min commanding Battery E. 2nd. Art'y, wanted me to go with him as Lieut. for the
balance of my time 2nd perhaps it would have been better, but I did not. My hopes
of having a2 Penna. battery are knocked in the head a Cept. coming to tske
command of it and I muet wait for something else, fould I get Uncle J. to use
his influence, it ought not to be difficult for me to get an appointment either in
the Regulars or Volunteers. The chances now gseem to be that we will be sent home
about April 20th to be mustered out. If this is the case, we only have about three
weelts more to stay. At present it is my 1dea to stey only & few daye in W.Y., peay
a short visit to Fhila. and Bristol and perhsps to Geneve and then get the best
pogition I can snd come out agein, but of course ell my plans depend on eircumstences.
There is positively nothing doing here. I take my daily rlde with commendsble regu-
larity, generally going 10 or 12 miles to get up an sppetite. We seldom drill,
having 2 large guard every day and some sort of exercise is necessary to keep ones
blood from stegnating. Maj. Jardine is yet north and we ere awelting his return
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with some anxiety as he will probably bring back definite news of our return snd
also of the chences of raising a Reght. to come back for the war. Capt. Barmett is
acting Provost liarshal snd has a good deel of work on hand as our men are becoming
rether unruly, knowing thet they have but 2 short time to sarve.

Give my love to all the femily snd write soon.

Cemp Hamilton, Fortress Monroe, Va.
April 5th, 1863.

We made an unexpected move on Fridey and merched to this place, relieving
the 1Z29th H.Y. Vole. who are sent to Willismsburg, On Good Friday, 1862, we had =
mareh also, It seems to be our fortune to disregsrd Sundsye snd fasts. Owing to
Col. H's selfishness or something like it, w#e will probably stay in the field til1l
gur time is up, when we might as well have been in N.Y. tomorrew., e had a heavy
snowstorm yesterday and last night but the warm rain of today ie carrying it off
fast. This camp has one advantage over Newport News, 1t iz so near the Fort that
we can get anything we want without difficulty. There is only one battalion be-
gldes our own. It 1= Roberts heavy Art'y desizned to gcarrison the Fort and if I
an not mistaken, it was reaised sbout Fhila,

Give my love to all the family and write sll sbout Aunt M's new house.
I hope you will be zble soon to offer the child ren ocular evidence that you have
a son, en officer, in the "Zavous" as an Irishman called us.

From gll I can learn, Foster is in a nice serspe in N.C, If this storm
had not come in time to help him out, he had 1,500 men surrounded by tem times
their mumber and the water was so¢ low that his guhbosts could not get up the river
to help him. Gen'l F. was no friend of ours but I should be sorry to see him
gurrender in that way, Gen. Dix is in command here but we of course neither see
nor hesr snything of him.

. There is nothing to write about - week after week passes with the same
routine of duty snd we seem in danger of stagnating. The last two monthe hzve gone
by very quickly and I ean scarcely believe that we have only one month more to serve.
If you zo to Bristol, find out why neither of my two letters were answered, not
that it will make any difference now but I would like to know. I will send you
$50. this week;if I could collect some more debts, I would send more, but money is
not perticularly plenty and my trip to Washington was rsther expensive. I use faney
paper to show you how the boys get thinge up. It wss brought out by one of Co. F'e
men and is generslly used by the Regt. The envelope hss 2 Zou, llke the one in the
corner of the paper. ¥rite soon,

Battery on Nangemond H. Ve.
April 15th, 1863,

I have been so driven for & week that it has been impossible for me %o
write. I am in command of three light 12 pdrs. and two 20 pdr. Parrott rifles
scattered in thru different works. I burst one of my 20 pdrs. in a fight this
morning but drove the rebs from their batteries. The General is pleased and it
is all right. We had a2 sherp fight but my firing was tooheavy for them. I have
been stirring them up sll the afternocon and expect to have them come back tomorrow.
It has reined all day and I am soaked with mud and weter but egll sound as yet.
Wirite soon.
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Pt. Celhoum, Apr. 13th, 1383.

I em still in command of ay battery in position opposite the rebels and
write to sey I am all right yet. Gen'l Getty complimented me for my work the
other day by naming a new work battery "Morrie". Love to all,

Battery Stevens on Nensemond H, Va.
April 2Brd, 1863,

Now for & good long letter to tell you of the doings of your beloved son
gince his arrivel at Suffeolk. We were ordered from Cemp Hamilton a week ago, last
Fridey night, landed at Portasmouth on Saturday morning and marched to Suffolk that
night - 25 miles. Lt. Col. Kimball was shot by Corcoran that night. On Mondsy
we garrisoned Ft. Nansemond and I had the pleasure of throwing some 18 pdr shot
into & rebel line advencing down the Summerton Road. The next day Gen'l Getty
gent me with my compeny to take charge of two gune in Fort. Mont gomery and in
Ft. Halleck. I stayed there one night and the next day took 18 men, leaving the
rest in Fort M. with a Lieut. and took charge of two 20 pdr. Parrotts, which we
placed that night in a masked battery (Battery Fimball) directly opposite a rebel
battery of five guns. At daylight = light battery below me opened on the rebels
to draw their fire. As soon as I discovered the position of their pleces, I opened
end after three hours of pretty sharp work, silenced them., One of my 20 pdrs. bturst
but did not hurt anyone. The Gen'l stood near me through it asll and was much pleased
He nsmed 2 new battery, Battery Morris, in compliment. I stayed at Battery Kimball
two days and was then ordered to the point opposite to which the rebs had a battery
that annoyed our gunbosgts. The morning after my arrivel they opened from s fresh
place tut we shut them up im about sn hour, -

It was determined to land some troops on the other side mnd try to cut off
the rebel battery and es 2 preliminary, I opened a hot fire for over half an hour
and then the 89th W.Y. and 5th Conn. were landed and by & brilliant move captured
the whole party and five guns. Gen'l Getty complimented me in orders. He told me
that the rebel commander informed him thet my fire was so heavy and well directed
that he could not gzet = mam to show his head or to work 2 gun end they laid so eclose
that our troops were within a hundred yards before they were seen.

Gen. Getty has offered to horse and equip the captured battery of two
light 12 pdre. 2nd two 24 pdr. Howltzers and give it té me if I will raise the man,
which cen easily be done out of the 3 yre. men in our Regt. He spoke to Gen. Halleck
ebout it when he wasg here and probably my commission will come from the President asg
Capt. of Artillery end an independent bettery. The General don't want me to leave
the gervice a2nd am under greater obligstions to him then to eny man out, He gave
me theee 20 pdr. rifled guns, the best on the post, in preference to his regular
officers end put me where £ll the work was to be done and I was bound to do it in
style.

Give my love to 211 the femily. I hope to see you soon though I will not
probably be zble to stsy long. Write when you recelve this to 9th Regt. N.Y.V.
Suffolk, Va. It will reach me in due time.

April 24th. All well and raining hard - nothing new except that Corcoran
hag gone out on a reconnoisance and will probebly be mcared back,
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