
T h e Return of the 27th Regiment. 

Yesterday morning four Companies of the 27th 
Regiment, left Elmira for their homes in Western 
New York. These Companies are commanded 
by Capt. Gould, of this city, Capt. Seeley, of 
Mt. Morris, Lieut. Rock, of Lima, and Capt. 
White, of Lyons; Lieut. Gaskill's Company left 
for Albion on the day previous. Capt. White's 
Company went to Lyon's via the Elmira and 
Canandaigua Railroad, while the other three 
companies came to Avon, via the New York & 
Erie Railway. At Avon there was a crowd of 
several hundred people. Here, Capt. Seeley's 
company, accompanied by Lieut. Col. Bodine, 
left for Mt. Morris. We understand that a very 
large concourse of people collected upon their 
arrival at that place, and they were received 
with appropriate ceremonies. Capt. Gould's 
company upon its arrival here at 10 o'clock was 
greeted by a crowd of nearly 1,000 people, many 
of whom were friends and relatives of the 
soldiers. 

The different companies of the 27th have to 
visit Elmira some day next week to be paid off 
and mustered out. Capt. Gould speaks in the 
highest terms of his company and of the whole 
regiment. He says that truer or braver men 
never faced a foe. He thinks the 27th, which re-
turns 600 strong, is one of the finest regiments 
in the army. They bravely stood their ground 
amid a shower of iron hail, and were the rally
ing point at Bull Bun. They served with credit 
through the peninsula campaign, and have done 
their whole duty in whatever position they have 
been placed. They were under Sedgwick at the 
taking of Fredericksburg, and by their bravery 
and coolness added new laurels to their well 
earned reputation. Capt. Gould states that his 
company never disobeyed an order but once, 
and that was during this fight. When he order-
ed his company to fall back to prevent being 
outflanked by the rebels, they positively re
used to do so until they could fire a 
few more rounds at the foe, and would not 
fall back until their ammunition was exhausted. 

At one time while being used as skirmishers, 
Capt. Gould's company was exposed to a cross 
fire of artillery and sharp shooters. He was 
ordered to hold the position. To do so with 
safety Capt. Gould ordered his men to lie flat on 
the ground, and place their knapsacks in front 
of their heads as a breastwork. Many of these 
were torn and pierced by bullets from the rebel 
sharp shooters. It was here that young Hos-
mer was shot and instantly killed. Capt. G. 
maintained his position and brought his men 
off with comparatively little loss. 

Capt. Gould deserves more than a passing 
notice for his connection with the gallant 
deeds of the 27th. He was formerly a law 
student in the office of Husbands & Farrar, 
and is a graduate of the Rochester Univer-

sity. He entered the service in Capt. Wanzer's 
company as 2d Lieutenant, and has won his 
way by hard fighting and actual merit to a 
captaincy. He is modest, brave, unassuming, 
and of great personal merit, beloved by his men 
and respected by his superior officers. When 
other officers deserted their companies at the 
first battle of Bull Run, he rallied his men, and 
by his example inspired them with courage. 
His record is a proud one, and he returns to his 
home respected and esteemed by his fellow citi-
zens, who are not slow to appreciate valor and 
heroism. The 27th has furnished one Major and 
one Brigadier-General since it took the field, 
and its history is an honorable one in every re-
spect. 



MR. WALTON A. GARDNER.—The fol
lowing mark of respect to the memory of a 
well-known typo, who was killed at the late 
Fredericksburg battle, has been handed us for 
publication: 

At a regular meeting of the Rochester Typo
graphical Union No. 15, the following pream
ble and resolutions were unanimously adopted: 

Whereas, Another of our members has been 
taken from us while nobly battling for our be
loved country and its free institutions, there
fore 

Resolved, That in the death of Mr. Walton 
A. Gardner this Union has suffered the loss of 
one whose fidelity and upright deportment had 
secured for him the esteem and confidence in 
which he was held, 

Resolved, That while we bow in submission 
to the decree which has removed our former 
associate from among us, we are consoled by 
the thought that his death was made glorious 
by the sacred cause for which he willingly risk
ed his life. 

Resolved, That we recognize in Mr. Gardner 
many traits of character deserving of notice, 
and that in several ways his example may be 
profitably followed. 

Resolved, That the knowledge of our own 
loss enables us to more fully comprehend the 
affliction which his decease entails upon the 
widow and orphan left to mourn his untimely 
death, and that although we cannot assuage 
their grief we may at least assure them of our 
heartfelt sympathy. 

Resolved, That these resolutions be publish
ed in the city papers, and a copy of them for
warded to the family of deceased. 

Home and County Matters. 
CLYDE, Wayne Co., May 30, 1863. 

T h e F i r s t V o l u n t e e r s . 
Co. B of the 27 th Regiment N . Y. S. 

Volunteers was the first body of men 

which enlisted for the war. They have 

nobly done their duty, and have now been 

mustered out of service, after receiving 

an ovation at Lyons, a t which place they 

were enlisted. 

As anything which contributes to the 

honor of any one place in the County is 

honorable to the whole county, we gladly 

give place to the following Roll of honor 

of this company; for which we are in

debted to the courtesy of the Lyons Re

publican. 
Alexander D . Adams, promoted from Captain to L t . Co-

lonel Sept. 1, 1861, and to Colonel Oct. 14, 1862. 
Henry R. Whi te , promoted from 1st Lieutenant to Cap-

tain, Sept. 1st 1862. Severely wounded at Gains Mills 
J u n e 27th, 1862. 

William H. Swan, promoted from 2d L t . to 1st Lt . Sept. 
1st, 1862, and to Capt. Co. H., Ju ly 24, 1862. Resigned 
March 17, 1863. 

William C. Balden, promoted from 2d Sergt. to 1st Lt . , 
J u ly 24, 1862. Resigned J a n . 4, 1863. Lost left arm 
at Cramp ton's Pass, Sept. 14, 1862. 

Crosby Hopkins, promoted from 2d Sergt. to 2d Lt. Aug. 
20, 1862, and to 1st L t . J a n . 4th, 1863. 

Charles L. Gaul, promoted from Scrgt. Major, to 2d Lt. 
Sept. 1st, 1861. Died of disease, Aug. 20th, 1862. 

Charles Sherman, promoted from 1st Sergt. to 2d Lt. 
J a n . 4, 1863. 

George M. Belden, private to Sept. 1st 1861, Corpl. to 
Dec. 1st, 1861, a Sergt. to date. 

William Shattuck, private to Sept. 1st 1861, C o r p l . to 
Sept. 1st 1861, a Sergt, to date. 
John C. Hopper, private to Dec. 1st 1861, Corpl. to Sept. 

1st, 1862, a Sergt, to date. Wounded May 3, 1863. 



James C. Bourne, private to Sept. 1st, 1861, re turned to 
the ranks, then a Sergt. since J a n . 4, 1863. 

William Rooler, Corpl. to Jan. 4, 1863. 5th Sergt. to 
date. 
John D. McVicar, Corporal from enrollment. Wound

ed in the hand J u n e 27th, 1862. 
Almeron Crannell, private from enrol lment to Aug. 4, 

1862, corporal to date. 
John Fosmire, private from enrollment to Aug. 1, 1862, 

corporal to this date. 
James Ellison, private from enrollment, to Sept. 1st 

1862, corporal to this date. 
Joseph C. Sampson, private from enrollment to Sept. 1st 
1862, corporal to this date. 
Frankl in Hecox, private from enrollment to Sept. 1st, 

1862, corporal to this date. 
George Rooker, private from enrollment to Sept. 1st, 

1862, corporal to this date. 
William H . McIntyre , private from enrollment to J a n . 

4, 1863, corporal to this date. 
Allen, Wil lard T., Priv. 
Al then, Charles, Pr iv . 
Braden, Joseph A., Pr iv . 
Brott , Wil l iam, Pr iv . 
Brown, Henry V., Pr iv . Severely wounded a t bat t le 

of Fredericksburg, May 3d, 1863. 
Bulyea, Francis , Pr iv . 

[All the above entered the service May 2d, 1861. The 
date following the names below indicates the t ime of 
enlistment.] 
Buell, Dexter, Priv. Ju ly 5, 1861. 
Cassidy, Andrew, Priv. May 2, 1861. Wounded June 
27, 1862. 
Czerney, Godfred, Pr iv . Ju ly 3, 1861. 
Disbrow, Robert H., Priv. May 2, 1861. Missing since 

the night of May 4th, 1863. 
Durkee, Robert M., Pr iv . May 2, 1861. 
Durkee, James , Priv. Nov. 23, 1861. 
Dwinnell , Roderick, Pr iv . May 2, 1861. 
Dwinnell , Myron H., Pr iv . " " " 
Dun n , Gibson, Pr iv . " " " Wounded and 

t aken prisoner J u n e 27, 1862. 
Eames, John C., Pr iv . May 2, 1861. 
Eher t , Michael, Pr iv . Nov. 28, 1861. 
Foster, George, Priv. " " " 

Hill, Sylvester C., Priv. May 2, 1861. Wounded at 
Crampton's Pass, Sept. 14, 1862. 

Hillard, Thomas, Priv. May 2, 1861. 
Jenree, Charles K., Pr iv . Ju ly 5, 1861. 
Knoblock, J o h n , Pr iv . May 2, 1861, Wounded at Gaines 

Mills, June 27, 1862. 
Klumpp, George, Pr iv . Nov 27 1861 " " " 

Mills, J u n e 27,1862. 
Lenner, George, Priv. May 2, 1861. 
Lawrence, Raymond D., Pri'v. May 2, 1861. 
Murphy, Cornelius, Priv. " " " 
Murphy, Patrick, Priv. Ju ly 5, 1861. 
McCumber, Edwin, Priv. Nov. 25, 1861. 
Mahanny, James , Priv. July 5, 1861. Severely wound

ed at Gaines ' Mills, June 27, 1862. 
Odell, Charles, Priv. May 2, 1861. 
Puffen, Charles A., Priv. J u l y 5, 1861, 
Pudney , Richard D., Pr iv . May 2, 1861. 
Roehrig, William, Priv. " " " 
Rooker, Henry, Pr iv . " ." " 
Smith, William, Pr iv . " " " Severely woun-

ded at Gaines' Mills, June 27, 1862. 
Smith, John T., Priv. July 5, 1861. 
Snitzel, John H., Priv. Nov. 28, '61. 
Snedaker, James W., private, May 2, 1861, wounded at 

bat t le of Gaines' Mill, severely, June27 , '62. 
Tindall , Geo. W., private, May 2, '61. 
Tipling, Tho's H., " " 
Thomas, William " Nov. 27, '61 wounded at battle of 

Gaines' Mills, June 27, 1862. 
Walrath, George, priv. May 2, '61, missing since night 

of May 4, '63. 
Westfall, David, priv. " 
Williams, George, Priv. May 2, 1861. 
Westfall, Martin V., Priv. Nov. 2, 1861. 
Whitney, Myron H., Priv. " " " 
Zimmerman, Augustus, Priv." " " 

TRANSFERRED. 
1st Sergt. Robert E. Holmes, May 2, 1861, 2d Sergeant 

from enlistment to Dec. 4, 1861, 1st Sergt. to Aug. 5, '62 
then promoted to 2d Lt. in the 108th N. Y. V., killed 
at the battle of Antietam, Sept. 17, 1862. 
Priv. Clarke C. Ellis, May 2, 1861, promoted to Sergt. 
Major of the regt., Aug. 30, 1862. 
DIED. 
Charles Dunn, Priv. May 2, '61, died of disease Dec. 2, 
1861. 
Joseph Mills, Priv. " " " " " " " 
Alfred Keesler, Priv. " " " " " " " 
George Morey, Priv. Nov. 27, '61 " " " 
Joseph Seavey, Corp. May 2, '61 " " " " 
William McElwain, Priv. July 5, '61. Died of wound re-
ceived in battle at Ganies' Mills, July 2, 1862. 

Louis C. Strickland, Priv. May 2, '61. Died of wound re-
ceived in battle at Ganies' Mills, July 2, 1862. 

Rowland B. Andrews, Priv. May 2, '61. Died of wound re-
ceived in battle at Gaines' Mills, July 2, 1862. 

Chester Brink, Priv. July 5, '61. Died of disease in Rich-
mond, July 21, 1862. 

Edward Allee, Priv. May 2, '61. Dies of wounds receiv-
ed in battle at Gaines' Mills, July 27, 1862. 

Charles L. Gaul, 2d Lt., May 2d '61. Died of disease, 
Aug 20, 1862. 

Frederick Lapes, Priv. Nov 27, 1861. " " " 
Oct 13, 1862. 

Edward Hinnigan, Priv. Nov 20, '61 " " " 
Nov. 20, 1862. 



DISCHARGED. 
Priv. Edward P Foster, May 2, '61. Discharged for dis-

ability August 10, 1861 
" Thomas S Betts May 2, '61 do do Aug 11, '61 
" Eben L Hill, " do do do 
" Hiram C Layton " do do Aug 26, '61 
" John H Cosart July 5, '61. A minor. Aug 26, '62 
" Jonathan G Wiley May 2, '61. Discharged for dis-
ability Oct. 21, 1862. 

" William Swelling " do do Dec 17, '61 
" Ambrose Leonard " do do Ap'r 5, '62 

" David Jones, July 5, '61. do do Apr 14, '62 
" William Vosburgh, May 2 '61 do do " 29, '62 
" THEODORE KLUMPP, JULY 5 '61 do do June 19, '62 
" Seneca Williams, " " " do do July 12, '62 
" Abram M VanAmburg May 2 '61 do Aug 3, '62 
" James Vaughn, May 2, '61 do do Sept 13, '62 

Wounded in battle June 27, 1862 
" Jacob Rhodenback, May 2, '61 do do Oct 25, '62 

Wounded in battle June 27, 1862 
" Edwin Leach, May 2d '61 do do Nov 21, '62 
" Otto Miller, May 2, '61 do do Dec 29, '62 
" Royal Bullock Nov 29 '62 do do " " '62 
" George H Smith July 5 '61 do do Jan 7, '63 
" Thomas King Nov 25 '61 do do Dec 31, '63 

Wounded in bat t le J u n e 27 1862 
" John E Gary May 2 '61 do do Feb 18, '53 

D R O P P E D FROM ROLLS IN ACCORDANCE W I T H 
G E N ' L ORDERS, Oct. 1832 

Priv. Louis Adams, May 2, 1861 
" Samuel Thorn , " " " 
" Abram Lake, Nov 26, 1861 
" Jacob Metzker, " " " Wounded and missing 
since J u n e 27, 1862, supposed to have been killed. 
" Spencer C Weaver , May 2, 1861 

D E S E R T E R S . 
Priv. John Fingleton, May 2, '61. Deserted Aug. 30, '62. 
" Geo. C. Graves Nov 28, '61. " " " 

" H e n r y Pot te r , " 29, " " " 27 " 
" Lafayette Sherman, May 2 '61 " Dec. 12 " 
" Andrew Phill ips, Ju ly 5, '61 " Ju ly 26 '61 
" Chauncy Blynn , " " " " Aug. 13 " 
" David Richardson, " " " " " " " 
" Adolph Martens, May 2, " " " July 22, " 
" Samuel Fossett July 5. " " " " " 

1st Sergt. M. W. Goodrich, promoted to Adjutant Dec. 
1st 1861; dismissed the service for cowardice, Aug. 30, 
1862. 

RECAPITULATION. 
Killed and died of wounds rec'd in battle, 5 
Died of disease, .............. 8 
Discharged for disability, 20 
Transferred, promoted and resigned, 6 
Dropped from the rolls, as per Gen. Orders. 5 
Deserted................................................................................ 10 
Missing (Disbrow and Wal ra th , since re turned) . 2 Total loss...............................................................56 
Officers present 3 
Enlisted men present 58 
61 

Aggregate members of Co.B from organization, 117 
Genera l Engagements Co. B, has been in. 

Bull Run , J u l y 21, 1861 
West Point , May 7, 1862 
Gaines' Hi l l , J u n e 27, 1862 
Crampton's Pass, Sept 14, 1862 
Fredericksburg, May 3 and 4, 1863 

And under fire of the enemy at G o l d n ' s farm, J u n e 28, 
1862 
Charles City Cross Roads, June 29, 1862 
Antietam, Sept 17, 1862 
Frederickburg, Dec 11, 1862 

To the Editor of the Utica Morning Herald: 
WAR MEETING AT ELPIS.—A large war meeting 

was held at the church in Elpis, on Friday evening, 
Nov. 1st. Hon. Giles W. Lane, of Cleveland, was 
called to the chair, and in some remarks introduced 

the speakers of the evening. The speakers were 
Rev. Mr. Sawyer, who has spent some time in the 
South, Capt. Steele, late Principal of the Mexico 
Academy, now Captain of Company K, second Os
wego Regiment, and Lieut. Hale, brother of the 
Captain who was a participant in the battle of Stone 
Bridge, in the 27th Regiment, (Col. Slocum,) at 
which he received a dangerous bayonet wound in the 
abdomen, from which he has not fully recovered yet. 
Rev. Mr. Sawyer gave an interesting account of his 
sights and what he heard in the South, and closed 
with an urgent appeal to fill up the second Oswego 
Regiment, Col. Rose. 

Capt. Steele gave an account of the present state 
of the Oswego Regiment. It now has about 700 
men. Company K, of which he is Captain, has 
about fifty—enlistments now coming in at the rate 
of seventy a week. Capt. Steele has been a popular 
teacher in Mexico for three years. As a speaker he 
is above the ordinary of his military fellows; as a 
soldier he has his reputation yet to make. The 
prayers and good wishes of many of the young peo-
ple of Oswego county will go with him. 



We were favored yesterday with a 
visit from our old friend Capt. A. M. Tyler. 
The Captain left Binghamton two years ago 

a private in the 27th Regiment, whose pros-
pect of enduring the trials and hardships of 
camp life were very slim, but by perseverence 
exertion, and strict adherence to the path 
of duty, he has won distinction and an envi-
able position on Maj. Gen. Brook's staff. 

LOCAL I T E M S . 

To the Ladies of Mount Morris. 

Some two years since Company H, of 27th regiment, 
N. Y. S. V., previous to its departure for the seat of war 
was presented by the Ladies of Mt. Morris, with a beau
tiful banner—our country 's flag—with their best wishes 
and hopes for our prosperity and success in the cause 
in which we had engaged. That flag was received, and 
every man at the time made the silent vow tha t it sho'd 
never be dishonored. Under its folds we have a t tempt
d to do our whole duty to sustain the Government, 
the Constitution and the Laws. How well we have suc
eeded, how far we have realized the high hopes and 
anticipations of the fair donors, we know not; let the 

history of the many battle fields we have passed through 
answer. Our Company, diminished in numbers , now 
return this banner to you, with the hope t h a t the flag 
which it represents, will shortly wave over a free and a 
united country. S. M. SKELEY, Captain. 

E. C. C A M P , 1s t Lieut . 
H. R. CLARK, 2d " 

M A J . - G E N . S L O C U M . — A m o n g the many Gen-

erals who hare figured conspicuously in this war, 
but few have shown the modesty and true sol
dier-like ability of H . W. Slocum, Major-
General of the 12th Army Corps. The records 
of the army show him on all occasions prompt, 
efficient—always at his post discharging the du
ties assigned him to the satisfaction of his su
perior in command. We see that soon after 
the army had retreated to Flamouth he display
ed the elements of the true soldier in words of 
cheer to his men. He assembled his officers 
around him, and in the kindest terms thanked 
them from his heart for their valor and deter
mined couurage and regretting that his voice 
would not enable him to be heard by all the 
troops, requested them to convey his expres
sions of pride and satisfaction to the rank and 
file. He alluded to the hastily written cor
respondence published from the army, in which 
it often happens that a corps does not receive 
its full meed of praise for its actions, and in 
which one body is sometimes complimented for 
heroic deeds which were entirely performed by 
another, telling them that time would develope 
the whole truth regarding their participation in 
the recent actions. After his remarks, which 
were quite lengthy, deafening cheers were giv
en with a hearty will for both him and General 
Williams. 

New YORK VOLUNTEERS.—Brigadier General 
Slocum, of Syracuse, is fast recovering from his 
wounds. He has not yet been relieved from 
command of his regiment, (27th N. Y.,) and al
though unable to go about without crutches, has 
taken charge of his men, with whom he is ex-
tremely popular. 

The term of service of Capt. Martin 's 
old Co., 27th Regiment, will expire in a few 

days, and they will return home. The people 
of that village should give them a fitting recep-
tion, and we doubt not they will. 



CORPORAL W. H. MERRELL ALIVE.—The 

many friends and acquaintances of Corporal 
MERRELL, in this city, will be glad to learn, from 
the following letter to his wife in Rochester, that 
he is not dead, as was reported, but alive, though 
severely wounded, and treated well in the hos
pital at Richmond. The letter is dated: 

RICHMOND, July 30, 1861. 
I fear you are in trouble on my account, not 

having heard from me snice I left Fairfax. * * 
God has been good to me in sparing my life, 
* * I received a wound from a musket ball in 
the left breast, just above the heart, the ball 
lodging in my left side. It was a very narrow 
escape from instant death, but our Heavenly 
Father willed it otherwise. I was taken prison
er with hundreds of others, and brought to Rich
mond, where my wound was dressed, and where 
I have received nothing but kindness, the best of 
care and good treatment. God bless the doctors, 
and Sisters of Mercy, and all the kind hearted 
people of Virginia. I could not have been treated 
better among my own friends than I have been 
here. I am recovering rapidly and will be about 
in a week or two. I expect we will be exchanged 
in due time. 

It is very hard to get word to friends at the 
North, but I will write as often as I can find a 
way to send a letter to you. I am in the mili
tary hospital here. There are some hundreds of 
others, some very badly wounded, and who can 
not live. 

I must close, as I need rest. My heart is light, 
because I know that God doeth all things well, 
and that he will care for us. I commend you 
and my dear child to Him, knowing that you are 
safe in His kind hands. Be of good cheer! 

W. H. MERREL. 

The Syracuse Journal learns that Lieutenant 
Colonel Joseph J. Chambers, of the 27th Regi-
ment, (Col. Slocum) will not be retained. It is 
said that he is incompetent, a coward, and has 
no qualifications for the position. It is alleged 
that instead of receiving four wounds, as re
ported, he was not at all injured, as is perhaps 
apparent from his readiness to take the command 
so soon. 

ANOTHER UTICA COLONEL.--J. J. BARTLETT 

formerly of Utica, and a brother of Rev. Wm. 
ALVIN BARTLETT, of Brooklyn, was in the bat

tle of Bull's Run as Major of the New York 
27th—Col. SLOCUM'S regiment. Col. SLOCUM 

was wounded in the engagement, Lieut. Colonel 
Jos CHAMBERS deserted, resigned, or otherwise 
absented himself, and Major BARTLETT has been 
in command of the Regiment ever since the bat-
tle. He has now been made Colonel—his com

petency having been thoroughly tested Colonel 
SLOCUM has been made Brigadier General, and 
has his former regiment in his Brigade. The 
27th were among the severest sufferers at Bull's. 
Run, and proved their courage to the satisfac
tion of their Brigade and Division commanders 
both of whom gave them the most honorable 
mention in their reports. 



LETTER FROM CAPT. R O G E R S . — C a p t . ROGERS, 

of Sauquoit, of Co. D, Col. SLOCUM'S Regiment, 
writes to his parents a letter, from which we 
make the following extracts: 

CAMP ANDERSON, WASHINGTON, 
July 26, 1861. 

I am here again, safe and sound, after passing 
through the most terrific battle ever fought on 
American soil. You have doubtless seen by the 
papers that I was slightly wounded; I am now 
recovered and feeling well. I was struck in the 
left shoulder by a glancing grape-shot, which 
brought me to the ground without much cere-
mony. I t only proved a bad bruise, and I led 
my men on to another charge, though the boys 
said the Captain is shot, and it is currently re
ported here that I was killed. Our member of 
Congress was much suprised to see me back 
alive. Our Regiment (Col. Slocum's 27th) was 
the first to charge the enemy's battery, and suf
fered terribly. My second lieutenant, Asa Park, 
was killed instantly by my side, a ball passing 
through his heart. He only said, looking at the 
wound, "What a large hole!" and expired. You 
can form no idea from newspapers or history of 
a battle—the shot, shell, grape, canister and balls 
fell thick and fast about us, and the only wonder 
is that any of us ever escaped. 

To give a little idea of the comforts of war, I 
will tell my experience for three days. The sec
ond day after we left here we found ourselves 
bivouacked near Centerville. We were called 
up at twelve o'clock Saturday night, and ordered 
to march with nothing but dry crackers (sea 
biscuit) and some meat in our haversacks. We 
did not halt until we arrived at the battle field 
at Bull's Run, about eleven A. M. Sunday. We 
were then ordered on at double-quick, and were 
soon under fire. We repulsed the rebels and 
drove them behind their batteries, and after an 
hour's hard fighting were obliged to retire to the 
woods. Mind you, we had had no breakfast. 
After waiting a very short time we went in again, 
and kept it up till 4 1/2 o'clock P. M., when our 
whole army began the retreat, and marched 
thence back to Washington, without food or 
rest, and nothing but muddy water. We arrived 
here at ten o'clock A. M. Monday, in one of the 

most drenching storms I was ever exposed to. 
Was not that some duty for green boys? I got 
the breakfast which I should have had the day 
before. Since then I have been resting and 
caring for the wounded. 

DEATH OF A SON OF COL. HOSMER.—Our cor
respondent "Marker" yesterday gave us intelli
gence of the death of Charles A. Hosmer, of the 
27th New York Volunteers, son of Col. Hosmer, 
the poet. The young man was killed in the late 
battle near Fredericksburg. The sad tidings 
carry sorrow not only to the parents of deceasd 
but to many citizens of Avon who knew him. 

Co. B., in the Late Battle. 
The 27th Regiment was engaged in the 

recent battle of Fredericksburg. We have 
no particulars except that the men behaved 
bravely, and that Sergeant John C. Hooper, 
of Huron was wounded, and that Henry 

W. Brown of Lyons had his hip fractured. 



A UTICAN AMONG THE KILLED!—W. HOW

ARD MERRELL, son of the late BILDAD MERRELL, 

(and nephew of B. S. MERRELL, in whose book-
bindery he was for a time employed,) was one 
of those who fell at Bull's Run. He had of late 
years resided at Rochester, and was a Corporal 
in a company from that city (Co. E) in Col. SLO-
CUM'S regiment. He fell doing battle nobly, and 
was left dying on the field. He probably died 
there, though it is barely possible he may have 
survived and fallen a prisoner into the hands of 
the Rebels. 

Of his character while a resident of Roches
ter, and of the motive which carried him into 
the battle field, the Rochester Express says: 

We believe there were few fitter to die than 
he, and that none have been actuated by a purer 
devotion to the holy cause in which he was en
gaged. It is scarcely three weeks since we press
ed his hand at parting, and his beaming counte
nance and confident hope seemed to augur any-
thing but misfortune. We knew that he would 
fight with bravery, and we looked for his promo-
tion and his ultimate return in safety. In view 
of this prospect he said but little. "Duty, 
duty," said he; "I go because I am sent to dis-
charge a duty." The first duty in which he en
aged was the organization of a prayer meeting 
in the company, and these meetings, at first thin-
ly attended, were conducted with regularity, and 
when the writer visited Elmira he found himself 
one evening, unexpectedly, introduced to a small 
room in which were congregated almost the en-
tire company, a majority of whom were upon 
their knees, listening to the sweet and touching 
voice of Howard Merrell, invoking the Divine 
mercy and blessing upon those assembled. This 
was the first duty which he went to perform, and 
assisted by several who shared his religious con-
victions, these meetings were continued, and not 
only the company, but the regiment, enjoyed 
their privileges. That they exerted a decided 
and salutary influence, there are many evidences 
and that to the fidelity of Mr. Merrell may be 
attributed in no small degree their success, is 
equally beyond question. 

Mr. Merrell leaves a wife and one child in 
Rochester. 

JULY 31, 1861 
A Volunteer Tells His Story. 

A volunteer in Colonel SLOCUM'S Regiment, 
which was in the thickest of the fight at Bull's 
Run, in a letter to a friend—Mr. N. S. PLATT, 

of this city—thus relates his experience in the 
battle and during the retreat. The letter is 
communicated to us for publication, and contains 
several passages of much interest: 

WASHINGTON, D. C., Friday, July 29. 
DEAR FRIEND PLATT: I think the papers 

have greatly misrepresented the battle, though 
the facts are coming out. I'll tell you a little of 
our experience, (the 27th Regiment, of Hunter's 
Brigade, and McDowell's Division.) We left 
Washington one week ago last Tuesday at 3 

P. M., having had but one hour's notice, with 
several other regiments, for Virginia, with sealed 
orders. It was a fine moonlight evening. We 
marched till 11 P. M.; halted and lay down for 
the night within eight miles of Fairfax Court 
House, slept well, and in the morning marched 
into Fairfax Court House, expecting a battle 
there, but the rebels—about 5,000 in number— 
had fled to Manassas about one hour in advance 
of us. Fairfax was a deserted, rickety, old 



town, but our 15,000 filled it to overflowing. We 
enjoyed twenty-four hours there exceedingly well. 

The property that was left behind was appro-
priated by the soldiers, excepting that of Union 
men—which was carefully guarded; as an in-
stance, bullocks, calves, turkies, geese, chickens 
in great numbers—and in two regiments no less 
than seventy-five pigs—were killed, brought into 
camp, and roasted before our camp fires. Seven 
miles southwest from Fairfax our division halted 
two days and a half. At two o'clock Sunday 
morning we marched silently, except the rumble, 
of heavy artillery, towards Manassas Junction; 
when within two miles of Bull's Run, we turned 
to the right, taking a narrow track about six 
miles through thick woods, coming out on the 
opposite side of Bull's Run. The sun was now 
shining hot upon us as we marched rapidly forward 
over a dusty road towards the enemy's trenches. 
We here expected to meet Gen. Tyler's and Gen. 
Patterson's Divisions from the east and west, to 
surround and take the enemy's stronghold. We 
saw nothing of these two divisions, though Gen. 
Tyler was said to be there. We have since been 
told that on the great plan of General Scott, the 
battle was not to be fought till the next day. 
General Scott was not there, but the fool-hardy 
McDowell, no doubt confident of success or eager 
for glory, after a tiresome march rushed his 
men on double quick time, nearly one mile, 
one regiment at a time, before the rebels' 
batteries—like a target. The men went at 
it bravely as they entered the field. They 
threw off their blankets, haversacks (with two 
days' rations) and all that cumbered them, with
out stopping, and cheered lustily, but when they 
made their stand, all were too exhausted to fight 
long, but the men rallied, some regiments four or 
five times, silenced two batteries and drove the 
rebels to the woods. But the masked batteries 
were too thick, and did terrible work in our 
ranks. At eleven o'clock in the forenoon, the 
battle was raging hottest, and continued terribly 
for over four hours. Our cavalry made few 
charges—a good opportunity did not present 
itself. The artillery became short of ammuni
tion, and a large number of the men cut off, and 
in the confusion several pieces were lost. But 
it became evident the odds were too great, (the 
rebels having at least 50,000 or twice that num
ber,) and our men too exhausted. At last, after 
fighting bravely, and having seen too much, 
panic stricken and confused, the men retreated, 
bringing their colors with them. Though sick
ened at the sight, and in great confusion, men 
gathered around their wounded and brought 
away what they could; there were but eight or 
ten ambulances to be seen; nearly all the wound-
ed who could not help themselves, and all the 
dead were left behind. Most of the wounded 
had been brought away to an old church about 
half a mile from the field; most of their wounds 
were dressed during the fight, but the poor fel
lows were left, and the last who came from the 
field, among whom was Surgeon Barnes, of our 
regiment, say that the wretches, as they followed 
our retreat, came cursing and yelling, and killed 
our wounded with their bayonets, giving no heed 
to their cries to spare them. One of the Zouaves 
told me that when in the field he stopped and 
gave one of their wounded drink from his can
teen. The contrast speaks for itself. 

The sights that field presented I can't de
scribe—though too plain before my eyes. I hope 
I may be spared from ever seeing the like again, 
—dead men, horses, and munitions of war scat
tered over a great field, under a hot sun, sur
rounded by smoke and dust. We met with an
other great mistake of Gen. McD.—no troops 
were reserved to cover a retreat, and no doubt 
many were cut off by the rebel cavalry, who had 
followed behind our exhausted troops. The re-
treat was made in a rapid walk, and it was a 
wonderful but pitiful sight to see 10,000 men 



covered with dust and blackened with powder, 
filling up the road, all pressing forward as fast as 
possible, weary and hungry, with forty miles be
fore them, to be marched before they could lie 
down for the night with safety. All seemed to 
think that nothing was secure but Washington. 
On we came—the strongest reaching Fort Cor
coran by 9 o'clock Monday forenoon, having 
marched sixty miles and fought five hours, with
in thirty hours. At noon, our regiment had 
mostly come up, and sore-footed and weak, we 
marched to Camp Anderson, Franklin Square, 
Washington, D. C., in a drenching rain, where 
we still remain recruiting. On that march I 
thought of Mr. Seward's kind advice, i. e., 
"Trust in God, and keep our shoes easy." 

Our Colonel, (Henry Slocum,) was wounded 
at Bull's Run; he is here now and recovering; 
we may not see service again in several weeeks. 

Gen. McDowell is superceded. Gen. McClel-
lan commands. McD. is to be court martialed; 
our boys call him a traitor. 

Truly yours, C. C. E. 

Give them a Recept ion . 
The term of enlistment of the 27th and 

28th Reg'ts of volunteers from this State, 
will expire within a few days. Many of the 
brave and gallant men belonging to these 
regiments are our neighbors and friends.— 
They went forth two years ago, at their 
country's call, and at war's first alarm, to vin
dicate their country's honor and to uphold 
her flag. They have borne themselves no-
bly on many a hard fought field, and have 
sealed their devotion to country with the 
best blood of their race. Not a few of 

those who went forth fresh with health and 
strong in the vigor of manhood, now sleep 
in honored graves beneath ground hallowed 

by heroic deeds and glorious memories. 
Their achievements are a part of the histo-
ry of their country—a record that will go 
down to immortality. All honor to the 
dead—and thrice welcome to the living! 

I t has been suggested that a public recep
tion should be prepared and a spontaneous 
welcome offered the returned soldiers.— 
This we think both fitting and deserved, and 
would suggest that a public meeting of our 
citizens be called at an early day, for the 
purpose of appointing a committee to make 
the necessary arrangements for the reception 
and welcome of the scarred heroes who have 
so nobly performed their duty. Let some of 
our prominent citizens move in the matter 
without delay. 

P. S. Since the above was put in type we 
have been authorized to say that a meeting 
for the purpose suggested, will be held at 
the Court House on Saturday evening next. 
Let there be a full attendance of citizens of 

the village and country. 

From the 27th. 
A private letter from Lieut. Gaskill writ

ten on Tuesday after the re-crossing of Sedg
wick's corps says that "Co. K is all safe and 
sound" although they were the last to 
cross the river and came near all being cap
tured on the night previous, the rebels pur
suing them closely and yelling like demons. 
The 27th lost about thirty men in the 
storming of the heights of Fredericksburg. 



Local and Miscellaneous. 
Meeting of the Reception Committee. 

At a meeting of the Committee appointed 
by the Village Board to arrange for the re

ception of the returning members of Co. B, 
27th Regiment N. Y. V., held on Saturday 

evening, May 9, Gen. Wm. H. Adams Chair-
man of said Committee, presiding, Wm. T. 

Tinsley was chosen Secretary of said meet-
ing. 

On motion, a committee of two persons 
was appointed to proceed to Elmira at the 

time of the arrival of the Regiment at that 
place, to inform Co. B., of the reception 

awaiting them at Lyons. The Chairman ap-
pointed as such committee Wm. T. Tinsley 
and Wm. Van Camp. 

A Business Committee was appointed to 
provide for the entertainment of the Com
pany on their arrival: Messrs. Beldon, Hunt 
and Layton. 

A Committee on Transportation, to ar
range with teamsters for the conveyance of 
the Company from Geneva to Lyons: 
Messrs. Sherman and McElwain. 

A Committee on Invitations was selected: 
Messrs. Adams, Gavitt and Richmond. 

On motion Resolved, That Rev. C. H. 
Platt, late Chaplain of the 28th Regi
ent be invited to deliver the Reception 
Address. 

On motion Resolved, That H. G. Dicker-
son be invited to act as Marshal—and that 
D. L. Norton and Wm. B. Rudd be invited 
to act as Assistants. 

On motion adjourned to Monday evening, 
May 11, at 7 o'clock. 

WM. H. ADAMS, Chairman. 
W. T. TINSLEY, Secretary. 

Adjourned Meeting. 
An adjourned meeting of the Committee, 

held on Monday evening, May 11, Gen. W. 
H. Adams in the Chair, the following pro
ceedings were had : 

Gen. Adams, from the Committee on In-
vitations, reported that owing to other en
gagements, Rev. Mr. Platt was unable to ac
cept the invitation of the Committee to de
liver the address of welcome on the occasion 
of company B.'s return. 

On motion, Resolved, That Rev. Mr. Mont
gomery be requested to deliver said address. 

A communication was received from the 
Young American Zouave Company, of Ly
ons, requesting that their company form a 
part of the procession on the occasion of the 
return of Co. B.; whereupon it was Resolved, 
That the Committee avail themselves of the 
offer of the Zouave Company, and invite 
said company to join the procession. 

The Committee were informed that the 
Marshal and Assistant Marshals appointed 
by the Committee had consented to serve as 
such. 



The Business Committee reported that 
they had engaged the Fair Building, in which 
to have the tables set; and they recom
mended that an agreement be made with 
Messrs. G. W. Williams and L. Breithecker to 
furnish and serve the collation; whereupon 
it was Resolved, That the Business Commit
tee be empowered to adopt such action in 
the matter as they may think proper. 

On motion, Resolved, That the Committee 
on Invitations be requested to invite as par
ticipants in the reception of Co. B., all for
mer members of said Co. who have been hon
orably discharged; also all other officers and 
soldiers residing within the town, on furlough 
or honorably discharged, also the wives and 
mothers of officers and men in said Co. B. 

On motion, Resolved, That Mr. McElwain 
have charge of the cannon-firing. 

On motion, Resolved, That a committee of 
three, consisting of Messrs. Adams, Van 
Camp and Tinsley, be appointed to make up 
and have printed a programme, or order of 
of exercises. 

On motion, adjourned to Saturday evening, 
May 16th. W. H. ADAMS, Ch'-n. 

W. T. TINSLEY, Sec'y. 

A DESERVED PROMOTION.—In our tele

graphic report yesterday afternoon was an 
announcement that the President had given 
to Col. JOSEPH J . BARTLETT a Brigadier 

General's Commission "for meritorious ser 
vices in the field." The promotion is de
served. Gen. BARTLETT was a resident of 
Utica several years ago, while engaged in 
the study of law. He was previously con
nected with a daily newspaper in St. Louis, 
and, after he came to Utica, was an occa
sional contributor to the columns of the 
DAILY OBSERVER. He went to the war as 

Lieut. Colonel of Col. SLOCUM'S Twenty 
Seventh Regiment. A year ago, SLOCUM 
was made a Brigadier, and BARTLETT Colo
nel of the Regiment. During the Maryland 
campaign, BARTLETT has been acting Gene
ral of a Brigade in Gen. SLOCUM'S Division. 
Gen. BABTLETT'S many friends in Oneida 
county have watched his course with satis
faction, and are pleased with the news of 
his advancement. 

DEATH OF CHARLES A. H O S M E R . — T h e fall of 
young Hosmer at the recent battle in Virginia, 
has already been announced. Capt. Gould ad
dressed a letter to the mother of deceased, an
nouncing to her in befitting terms the sad 
event, of which the following is a copy. Col. 
Hosmer has sent us some lines giving expres
sion to a father's feelings on hearing of the 
death of a darling boy, given as a sacrifice to 

his country's cause, which will be found else
where. In these touching events that we are 
daily called upon to record, the horrors of war 
are brought home with a painful reality: 

CAMP OF 27TH N. Y., NEAR 
FALMOUTH, Va., May 5, 1863. 

Mrs. W. H. C. Hosmer: 
Dear Madam: I t becomes my painful duty to 


