
FROM THE 69TH REGIMENT. 
Insubordination and Court Martial Gen. 
Meagher in Camp--Serenade at Eutaw 
House--Escorting Rebel Prisoners 
through the Streets--The Fourth in Bal-
timore, etc., etc. 

[Correspondence of the N. Y. Express.] 
HEADQUARTERS OF 69TH REGIMENT, 

N. Y. S. N. G.,--Camp Ewen--
BALTIMORE, JULY 5TH, 1863. 

The equanimity and pleasure of Camp Ewen 
have been some what disturbed by the insubor-
dination of a member of this regiment, and at a 
Court Martial held in the matter, the officers, 
after careful deliberation, decided that, for the 
preservation of discipline, the person on trial 
should be drummed out of the command, and 
previous to the execution of this portion of the 
sentence, that he be stripped of all insignia of 

the 69th. At the close of dress parade the regi
ment was formed in hollow square, and the re
sult of the court martial promulgated to 
the command in the presence of the prisoner.— 
When this portion of the ceremony had been 
performed, Colonel Bagley stepped to the centre 
and addressed a few words to the men, urging 
the necessity of good conduct, persistency in 
the prosecution of their duties, and obedience 
to the commands of their officers. He then 
disapproved of that portion of the finding of the 
Court which subjected the unfortunate man to 
the disgrace of an ignominious expulsion, that 
the odious record might be spared us, and that 
he be quietly placed beyond the limits of the 
camp, not to return thereto 
On the day following these events (Thursday) 
Gen, Meagher entered our pretty little camping 
ground. He had not remained long therein 
when his presence was bruited throughout the 
confines, and the greater portion of the men as-
sembled in frontof the Colonel's quarters, where 
the distinguished soldier was located. "Offi-
cers' call" was rolled, and those gentlemen gath-
ered in the marque and indulged in a few mo-
ment's chit chat. The rank and file was becom-
ing impatient, and the General, in response to 
repeated requests, appeared at the entrance and 
addressed a few flattering words to those sur-
rounding him, when the men, after venting their 
enthusiasm in successive cheers for Meagher, 
Bagley, Cavanagh and other favorites, retired to 
their quarters. After the departure of General 
Meagher, Colonel Bagley sent a polite note by 
Dr. Clark to Colonel Lefferts, requesting 
that he would favor him with the services 
of the accomplished 7th Regiment Band, that the 
reception which was projected might be made 
worthy the distinguished recipient. Col, Lef-
ferts responded by sending his splended band 
and leader, who reported at the headquarters of 
the 69th about 7 1/2 o'clock of the same evening. 
The regimental line was immediately formed, 
and to the "Sprig of Shilelah," marched from 
the parade ground joyous and gay for the Eutaw 
House, where was stopping the object of our 
assembling. Arriving in front of the Eutaw 
House, we were drawn up in line, and soon ap-
peared in rotation on the balcony Generals 
Meagher, Schenck and Tyler, each one accom
panied and introduced to the regiment by Col. 
Bagley. General Meagher delivered one of his 
happy addresses, adn in the course of his re-
marks stated that, as the 69th had come out 
to-night for pleasure, their play would 
be turned into business, as they were now 
under orders to march to Bolton railroad 
depot and escort the prisoners taken in the ac-
tion of the previous day. This news, which was 
the first known of a battle having occurred, re-
ceived vociferous cheering, in the midst of 
which Gen. Schenck made his appearance on 
the balcony. The latter stated that he had re-
served for us the honor of conducting the first 
prisoners taken in the engagement at Gettysburg 
from the depot to their assigned quarters at 
Patterson Park. Great enthusiasm greeted this 
speech, and, after Gen. Tyler had recited a few 
of the historic deeds of the 69th, Col. Bag-
ley addressed the men, importuning them to 
perform the duty which had been assigned; he 
cautioned them to be charitable towards those 
who had been so unfortunate to take up arms 
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against the United States Government, and to 
treat as brothers those who had been thus unex-
pectedly placed in our charge,--we proceeded in 
the execution of the duty. After a fatiguing 
march, the labors were accomplished, and the 
60th returned to camp about 2 o'clock on Friday 
morning, preceded by a few prisoners, who were 
unable to proceed with their comrades from ex-

haustion. 
The Fourth of July in Baltimore was celebrat-
ed with a great display of bunting, the discharge 
of fire crackers, and the firing of salutes at sun-
rise, noon and sunset, from the forts in the har-
bor. If one would accept the many flags flung 
to the breeze from the windows and house-tops 
of the city, as a criterion of loyalty, Baltimore 
would receive the palm for fidelity to earlier and 
better associations. The secession sentiment of 
the people threw off the mask and was fully de-
veloped while the rebel prisoners passed through 
the streets, when the female portion would lav-
ish their kindnesses on the more exhausted, 
and smile approvingly on those within the files 
of guards. The same feeling is passively enter-
tained by the men, whose affection for the sol-
diers is of a decided negative character. 
The anniversary of national independence 

was celebrated in Camp Ewen with great gusto, 
the exercises consisting of target-shooting, 
dancing, foot races, and other amusements, as 
would suggest themselves. These sports were 
indulged in to a late hour, spiced by the distri
bution of several kegs of lager, which the offi
cers had procured for their men. It was a happy 
and joyous Fourth, and will long be remembered 
by the members of the 69th. 

On the Sunday following the Fourth the hills 
in the neighborhood of Bolton Station are 
crowded with people seeking a view of the rebel 
prisoners as they arrive. BARCLAY 

Important Habeas Corpus Case. 
SUPREME COURT. 
Before Justice Leonard. 

In the Matter of the Application for the Dis-
charge of Michael Barnet on Habeas Corpus.--The re-
turn not having been traversed, the facts stated in the 
case are admitted. 

It appears that the party whose release is sought is 
a duly enlisted soldier, having volunteered to serve 
as a substitute. He is also charged with being a de-
serter from a New-York regiment. 

POINTS FOR RESPONDENT. I. Col. Nugent, being a military officer of the 
United States, and specially charged with the duty of 
arresting deserters, was bound to cause this man's 
arrest, and having him in custody to deliver him to 
the Commander of the nearest military post for trial. 
II. The only tribunal competent, under the Consti-
tution and laws, to try deserters from the army, is a 

Court-martial 
III. The arrest, the detention and the final disposi-
tion to be made of the party, are all provided for by 
the laws of the United States, and the prisoner is in 
the custody of a United States officer under and by 
virtue of those laws. 
IV. The prisoner being thus in custody under au-
thority of the United States would then be subject to 

the Courts of the several States in relation to cases 
falling under the Constitution and laws of the United 
States, and which are of right exclusively cogniz-
able in the Courts of the nation, civil and military, 
(See Ableman vs. Booth, 15 Howard's Rep., 506.) 

V. It is claimed that the decision in Ableman vs. 
Booth applies only to cases in which the prisoner is 
held by virtue of the process issued out of a United 
States Court, but the decision in express terms de-
clares that in no case where the detention by a Mar-
shal "or other officer" is under authority of the Uni-
ted States, can a State Court interfere with it. 
The right of the United States Government to exe-
cute its laws would be practically abrogated if all its 
officers were subject to the control of the State 
Courts; it would be impossible to it ever to bring a 
deserter from the army or navy to trial if the process 
of a civil court is the only sufficient authority for any 
person's detention by a United States officer. The 
supremacy of the National Government would be de-
stroyed if its laws can be executed only by permis-

sion of the State Courts. 

The Supreme Court of the United States in Able-
man vs. Booth, the first and only case in which the 
question was brought before it, declared a principle 
and established a rule to govern all cases in which 
the authority of the National Government to en-
force its own laws by its own officers was involved. 
That the decision applies to and governs all cases 
relating to the custody of persons who have entered 
the military service of the United States, has been 
decided by the Supreme Court of this State. (See 
opinion of Mr. Justice Smith in cases of Jordan and 
others, reported in New-York Transcript, Aug. 27,) and by all the Justices of the Supreme Court of Michigan. (See case of S___ler in Law Register 



for August 1863. Vol. II., p. 598.) 
Sam'l J. Glassey, contact for Col. R. Nugent, A. 
A. P. M. G. respondent. 
COL. NUGENT'S RETURN. 
To the Justices of the Supreme Court, 
For return to the within writ I respectfully certify: 
That I am Colonel of the Sixty-ninth regiment 
New-York volunteers in the service of the United 
States, and Acting Assistant Provost-Marshal-Gen-
eral, appointed as such by the President of the 
United States, to superintend the execution of the 
Act for enrolling and calling out the National forces, 
and for other purposes approved March 8, 1863, in 
the first ten Districts of new-York. 
That the said Michael Barrett, in the said writ 
named, was arrested by Thomas G. Girvan, an offi-
cer duly authorized by me to arrest deserters from 
the United States service, at or near Boston, in the 
State of Massachusetts, upon the charge of being a 

deserter from the Thirteenth regiment New-York 
Cavalry. 

That at the time of his arrest said Michael Barrett 
was in a camp of drafted men, he having enlisted 

and been duly mustered into the United States ser-
vice as a substitute for a citizen of Massachusetts, 

That it is my legal duty to deliver said Michael Bar-
rett to the commander of the nearest military post, 
which I intend to do, as soon as possible, in order 
that he may be tried according to law for his alleged 
desertion as aforesaid, and if he is not guilty thereof 
that he may be returned to Massachusetts for duty 
under his enrollment there. 

That the production of said Michael Cox in Court 
would be inconsistent with, and in violation of my 
duty as Acting Assistant Provost-Marshal-General as 
aforesaid--that he is now held under authority of the 
United States for trial. 
For these reasons, and without intending and dis-
respect to the Honorable Justice who issued the 
writ, or to the Court, I must respectfully decline to 
produce said Cox, or subject him to the process of 
the Court. 
All of which is respectfully submitted. 
ROBERT NUGENT. 

Col. 69th regt. N. Y. N. and A. A. P. M. G. 
Samuel J. Glassey, Counsel for Respondent. 
Aug. 26, 1863. 

COLOR CORPORAL JAMES O'BRIEN, 

Of Co. F, 69th Regiment, N. Y. S. Volunteers, 
(Meagher's Brigade), a daring officer, and 
whole-souled Irish-American, died on Sunday, 
September 21, of wounds received in the leg, in 
the battle of Antietam. He was a son of Mr. 
Richard O'Brien, late of Loughur, Co. Limerick, 

Ireland. He resided, for some time, in Chicago. 
May God have mercy on his soul. 

MONSTER WAR MEETING. 
IMMENSE GATHERING IN THE PARK. 

RECEPTION OF THE SIXTY-NINTH. 
SPEAKING AT THREE STANDS. 

Letters from Sec. Seward and Gov, Morgan 
THE RESOLUTIONS ADOPTED. 

S p e e c h e s b y G e n e r a l s C o r c o r a n , M i t c h e l , F o s t e r 

S i c k l e s , Walbridge, and Busteed, the Hon. 

Mr. A r n o l d o f I l l i n o i s , the Hon. M. F. 

Odell, the Hon. Mr. Wright of 

New-Jersey , Colonel Nugent , 

and many others. 

The mass meeting at the Park yesterday afternoon 



was a most enthusiastic and patriotic gathering of 
loyal and brave men, who deem no sacrifice of time, 

or treasure, or blood, too great to put down the in-
famous rebellion and maintain the integrity of the 
Union. It was vast in numbers, generous in its 

tone, and practical in its plans. Although it em-
braced men representing every sect and party, they 

all stood in solid phalanx on the broad platform of 
patriotism. Love of country was their bond of 
union, and its defense the question of their earnest 

solicitude. A determination to fill up the New-York 
regiments now in the field—to fill the State quotas 
for the three years' and the nine months' men—to 
fill up a brigade, and, if possible to organize a divis-
ion for Gen. Corcoran before "the leaves turn red."— 
moved the masses to give their money and to give 
themselves to sustain the war and uphold the Gov-
ernment. 

This meeting will doubtless give recruiting such 
an impetus that drafting will nit be needed in this 
city or county, or State even. If money is given 
freely to volunteers, there will be no necessity what-
ever for buying the services of substitutes. 

While the demonstration comported with the mag-
nitude of the interests at stake, there was no violation 
of the laws of taste. Flags waved from every pro-
jecting angle, so that stripes and stars were every-
where visible, but they harmonized beautifully with 
the sea of upturned faces—the recruiting tents, the 
luxuriant foliage and the "wilderness of brick and 
marble" on either hand. Splendid banners were 
thrown out from the roofs of the Broadway palaces, 
from the City Hall, from the Tribune Office, and 
other places in the vicinity of the meeting. 

THE SIXTY-NINTH REGIMENT. 
One of the principal attractions of the meeting was 

the expected return of the gallant 69th, and for hours 
hosts of friends were in waiting to receive them. 
About 3 1/2 o'clock the regiment, headed by Gen. 
Corcoran, their former commandant, arrived at 
Jersey City, where they were tumultuously greeted 
by thousands of persons at the depot. Alderman 
Farley, Chairman of the Committee on National 
Affairs, welcomed the regiment home, and with the 
members of the Common Council, escorted the sol-
diers to the ferry. Upon landing at the foot of 
Courtlandt street, where were assembled several 
thousand persons, the regiment was received with 
cheer upon cheer. Suspended across Courtlandt 
street was a banner with this inscription: 

THE BRAVE DEFENDERS OF OUR COUNTRY'S FLAG. 
WELCOME. 

GOD BLESS YOU. 
The space in front of the ferry was literally 

jammed with people. The police having cleared the 
way, a procession was formed and moved in the fol-
lowing order up Courtlandt street to Broadway, 
up Broadway to Chatham street, entering the Park 
at the east gate. 
Section of Police, under Capt. Dowling of the Sixth Precinct 
and Capt. Hart of the Twenty-sixth. 
Troop of Brigade Lancers of the Sixty-ninth Regiment. 

Gen. Corcoran, mounted on the steed which he rode at Bull 
Run. 
Quartermaster Tully and Staff of the Sixty-ninth Regiment, 

mounted. 
Capt. J. P. Kirker. 

Deputation from the Common Council of this City, as fol-
lows: 

Alderman Farley, Chairman of Committee on Marine Affairs 
Aldermen Tully, Chipp, Allen, Ottiwell. 

Councilman Pinckney, President; Councilmen Orton, Boyce, 
Jones, Ross, Keech, Gedney, Gross and Repper—all 
bearing their golden staves of office, and 
marching in double file. 
Gen. Hall, Cols. Nugent and McDermott, Wm. J. Kane, esq., 

a relative of Gen. Corcoran, John Hennessy, esq. &c. 
Band of Sixty-ninth Regiment and Drum Corps. 

Sixty-ninth Regiment, by Companies. 
The entire route was densely thronged, the multi-

tude loudly cheering the soldiers as they passed. 
Words cannot adequately express the enthusiasm 

with which the regiment was received as it filed 
into the Park. The air was rent with the firing 

cannon and the continuous cheers of the multitude. 
The regiment closed in mass in front of the princi-
pal stand, and directly in front of the Hall. Gen. 
Corcoran, who was mounted upon a gray horse 
was warmly welcomed, and loudly cheered. Dis-
mounting, he ascended the platform, and was re-
ceived by the Mayor. 



STAND NO. 1 
The meeting at stand No. 1 was called to order by 
Gen. Prosper M. Wetmore, who nominated as Presi-
dent, Mayor George Opdyke, which nomination 
was carried by acclamation. 
Mr. Orton nominated the following list of Vice 
Presidents and Secretaries, who were duly elected: 
Vice Presidents.--Alex. T. Stewart, Daniel F. Tieman, 

Moses H. Grinnell, Wm. Barton, Myndert Van Schaick, 
Horace Greeley, J. D. P. Ogden, Berhard Cohen, Charles 

Marshall, Moses Taylor, John J. Phelps, David Dudley Fields, 
Roland T. Haws, Cornelius Vanderbilt, Daniel Develin, Charles 
H. Ludington, Edwards Pierrepont, Simeon Draper, Nehe-
miah Knight, Peter Cooper, Hiram Barney, Joseph S. Bos-
worth, Isaac Bell, R. M. Blatchford, Charles P. Daly, George 
Denison, Edwin Hoyt, Richard Busteed, George W. Blunt, 
James brooks, Charles H. Russell, Henry E. Davies, Rufus 
F. Andrews, Fred. Knapp, Wm. V. Brady, John Austen 
Stevens, jr., James G. Bennett, Marshall O. Roberts, Samuel 
Hotaling, Samuel Wetmore, Lewis Nauman, Benjamin R. 
Winthrop, Thomas Stevens, Stephen Cambreleng, Shepard 
F. Knapp, Wm. G. Lambert, Daniel E. Delevan, Robert 
Stuart, Edwin L. Brown. 
Secretaries.--Ethan Allen, Joseph Howard, jr., Fred. 
Sturges, W. H. L. Barnes, Francis A. Stout, Theodore Tilton, 
Dr. Pierre Van Wyck, George F. Betts, George Wilson, Ed-
ward A. Wetmore, Asa S. Lathrop, Joseph H. Choate. 
The Mayor upon taking the chair addressed the 
meeting as follows: 

SPEECH OF THE MAYOR. 
Fellow-Citizens--I shall not inflict on you a 
lengthy speech. The call for this meeting truly de-
clares that the time for speaking has passed, and that 
action, instant, earnest, united action is the duty of 
the hour. We have a country to be saved. Let us 
resolve that it shall be saved, by the concentration 
of all our energies in the performance of this one 
great duty. Let us look the situation squarely in 
the face. For what are we fighting? It is for noth-
ing else than National existence, and the cause of 
civil liberty everywhere. An aristocracy, grounded 
on human servitude, has rebelled against a demo-
cratic Government, of which its members form 
numerically an insignificant part. Its only grievance 
is that the people, instead of bowing to its insolent 

dictation, have exercised the rights of freemen. 

Our would-be masters could not endure such tem-
erity from men whom they have contemptuously 
called "mudsills." Rather than submit to equality 
with such they turned traitors. They took up arms 
to destroy the Government and sever the Union, of 
which numerically they formed less than a fiftieth 
part. But by establishing a relentless despotism 
and sweeping conscription, the deluded and helpless 
non-slaveholders of their section have been swept, 
as by a whirlwind, into the ranks of their army. 
Aided by these appliances, they now confront us on 
the theater of war with superior numbers. This 
must be changed--instantly changed--if we would 

save our honor and insure our triumph. How shall 
this be done? By following their example of conscrip-
tion. Let the pa_ ... manhood of freemen 
answer the question. ... and death struggle 
between civil liberty and the prerogative of caste, 
it is natural that the armies of the latter should be 
filled by the iron scourge of despotic power; but the 
defenders of liberty should be impelled by their own 
free wills and manly hearts. The cause we fight for 
is as righteous and as essential to human progress 
and happiness as any that ever unsheathed the 
warrior's sword. We fight for the rights of 
the people, and in defense of liberty, order, 
and law. The best interests of humanity are 
involved in the issue, and our failure would cast a 
dark shade over the future of the race. But there 
must be no such word as fail. To avoid it, how-
ever, there must be no hesitancy in the rush to arms. 
Every man who can fight should promptly and cheer-
fully tender his services to the Government; and 
every man of means should contribute liberally to 
those who volunteer, and for the support of their 
families. We should all imbibe something of the 
noble sentiment the gallant Corcoran has uttered. 
He declares that no inducements however strong, 
"not even the fee simple of Broadway," would re-
strain him from the battle-field. Such a spirit as this 
deserves not merely a Brigade but a Division, and I 
trust a Division will be forthcoming. If a spirit 
like this animated us all, we might celebrate our 
final triumph over the Rebellion at our next annual 
Thanksgiving. Let us try to emulate this spirit, and 
by united, vigorous effort, to save the honor of our 
City by avoiding the necessity of a draft. We are 
behind the other portions of the State, and behind many 
of our sister cities. This must be changed. Let us, 
under the promptings of a common patriotism, unite 
in an earnest effort to send to the field a force that 
will overwhelm this malignant Rebellion; and let 
us do it voluntarily, as freemen should who are 
worthy to be free. 

The Mayor was frequently and loudly applauded 
in the course of his remarks. Upon concluding Gen. 
Wetmore read the following: 

LETTER FROM SECRETARY SEWARD. 
Washington, August 26. 

Gen. Wetmore—I am directed by the President 
to express his sincere regret that, owing to imperative en-
gagements, he cannot be at New-York to-morrow. 



It is impossible for me to attend your meeting. But 
why should it be necessary? If disunion shall prevail, New-
York, so far as its assumed destiny is concerned, will cease to 
be. It is for New-York itself to decide whether disunion shall 
prevail. Faithfully yours, WM. H. SEWARD. 

LETTER FROM GOV. MORGAN. 
Albany, 27th August, 1862. 

Charles Gould, Esq., Secretary of War Meeting: 
The crisis is fairly upon us. Men and means are 
the agencies required to meet it. God has placed these in 

our hands. Will we devote them to the patriotic work? 
Shall the old regiments be filled up? Shall the new ones be 
completed? Shall conscription be avoided? Shall the brave 
and honored Corcoran march back to the battle-fields of 
Virginia with 10,000 men? The country has done and is 
doing nobly. Her best and brightest spirits are earnest and 
faithful in the cause, laboring fir it as they never labored 
before. The great metropolis will fall short of its duty unless 
it can give up present peace, prosperity, and personal and political 
considerations, health, life, and all that is sacred and dear, for 
the one sole object—the salvation of the Union and the Con-
stitution. What is new-York's response to these questions? 

E. D. MORGAN. 
The following resolutions were offeredi and unani-

mously adopted: 

Resolved, That in this struggle for our Nation's existence, 
we here solemnly pledge our faith, our fortunes, our lives, and 
our honor, that this Rebellion shall be crushed, and the Na-
tional soil redeemed from every taint of treason. 

Resolved, That inasmuch as property in the Loyal States is 
valueless should the Rebellion succeed, we call on the moneyed 
and other corporations, to contribute largely to the recruiting 

funds, and to every effort for suppressing the Rebellion. 
Resolved, That up to the 13th day of September next, we 
request that all places of business, so far as practicable, be 
closed on each day at 3 o'clock p. m., to enable loyal citizens 
to carry forward volunteering, and perfect themselves in mili-
tary drill. Resolved, That we most earnestly urge the President of the 
United States to authorize Gen. Michael Corcoran to recruit a 
Legion of 20,000 men, to be under his command, and to fight 
with him for the land of our adoption or our birth, and for the 
flag which symbolizes everything we cherish in national pride, 
and everything we love in national freedom. (This resolution 
was indorsed by the heartiest cheering.) 

Resolved, That as we cherish that national pride and love 
that national flag, so will we do out utmost at plant that flag 
on every foot of United States soil, and make the home of the 
brave the land of the free. 

In introducing Gen. Corcoran, Mayor Opdyke 
said: "The gentleman who will now address you 
needs no introduction at my hands. You all know 
him, and love him, and honor him. I introduce to 
you Gen. Corcoran. 

GEN. CORCORAN'S SPEECH. 
After waiting some time for the subsidence of the 

tremendous cheering with which this announcement 
was greeted, Gen. Corcoran spoke as follows: The 
call for this meeting truly says that the time for dis-
cussion is past, and the time for action has arrived. 
This is t he proper sentiment, and in accordance 
with it I stand here before you; and the 69th 
Regiment stands here too [cheers], ready to 
take action in common with our fellow-citizens 
for the immediate suppression of the rebellion. 
["Bravo," and cheers.] The City of New-York I 
know is not ashamed of the 69th. [Cries of "No," 
"No"]; and the 69th feel proud to be identified 
with the patriotic citizens of this great Empire City. 
They came here among you not to loiter, but to re-

organize—to fill up their ranks to the standard—to 
see their families and friends, and then return again 
with me to the seat of war, and come home again 
with me to receive your greetings as they have on 

two former occasions. [Cheers.] We have among 
us perhaps some few who think that the rebellion 
has now assumed such gigantic proportions 
tha t we ought to let them go. To these men 

and for these men there is only one answer, and that 
is the answer of the people of this great city and of 
the entire country; which is that the war shall 
never cease until the last man has perished and the 

last dollar is expended. ["Bravo!' and great cheer-
ing.] We all here solemnly pledge ourselves never 
to cease our efforts till this unholy Rebellion is 
crushed out forever. [Cheers.] Now let us take a 
brief review of how the matter stood at the com-
mencement of this Rebellion and how it stands now. 
For thirty years at least those men have been plot-
ting treason against our institutions. During all that 
time they were preparing themselves for the oppor-
tunity to strike the blow. The opportunity, perhaps, 
came sooner than they expected. We made the oppor-
tunity, and we forced them to act before they were 
quite ready. But they were much more ready than 
we were. And when we went forth to meet them 
we went like a father going to chastise a disobedient 
child; and we found that the child was so unruly 
that, we must deny him as it were. Now, I grant 
the rebellion has since assumed gigantic proportions. 
What have we been doing? We have been taking 
on gigantic proportions exceeding that of any nation 
upon the earth. We are a hundred times better 
prepared to meet the enemy now than at any time 
before. [Cheers.] The Government is now alive 
to the importance of this struggle, fully deter-
mined to prosecute the war with vigor. 
You are determined to support the Govern-
ment, while it is ready to prosecute the war 
with unabating vigor. You are willing to contribute 
your last man and dollar to the support of the regu-
larly constituted authorities of the United States. 



Now, Further, at the commencement of this rebel-
lion, they were masters of the positions of the entire 
Southern country. How is it to-day? We have 
strong foothold in all the Southern States except one 
or two. And with the noble and cordial response by 
the people to the President of the United States in 
bringing forward these 600,000 brave volunteers, I 
am satisfied that ere six months roll by this 
Rebellion will be forever crushed. [Cheers, and 
cries of "Bravo."] I feel the most unfeigned pride 
in looking at this meeting to-day. It will send a 
throb of joy through this nation when they read of 
this immense gathering of freemen in this Empire 
City of the Empire State--a city and State which 
have always nobly done their duty. And I say to 
you, my fellow-citizens, that no matter how many 

battles the South may win, they cannot hope for any 
permanent success while you present an undivided 
front to them. [Cheers.] We are determined that we 
must be the possessors of every inch of soil on this con-
tinent before we cease our exertions. [Cheers, long and 
l o u d , and again renewed.] I have said everywhere, 
t h a t I am in favor of the President being vested 
with the fullest authority during this crisis, because 
we have entire confidence in his honesty as the re-
presentative of the people. [Cheers.] I believe I 
represent the people of this great city in one partic-
ular, in the opinion that we do not desire that any of the isms of the day shall be introduced into this 
war; but that it shall be prosecuted under the Con-
stitution for the preservation of the Union--nothing 
more, and nothing less. [Cheers.] I like to as-

sert my own principles and my own views, because I 
think the time has arrived when every man should 
assert his views. The man who is not with us is 
against us. There is no half way about it. If they 
do not come out and enlist, let them assist patriotic 
citizens in going forward to prosecute the war for 
the country. I know we have in this city, as well 
as in every community, men who are willing to live 

upon the blood of the people--willing enough to 
enjoy our prosperity; but call upon them in this hour 
of our difficulty, and where are they? They are 
skeddaddling off. [Laughter.] I am glad, for one, 
that the opportunity has at last arrived when the 
country will know its friends. I am proud to be 
able to say from this platform, as one of the Irish 

people, that we have done our duty. I 
say we have done our duty always; we 
will always continue to do it; we will never dis-
continue our efforts in this holy cause until this glo-
rious country is relieved from the thraldom of Jeff. 
Davis and Company. To say the heart of the peo-
ple of this great city beats proudly in thinking of 
our institutions, and I know they will never cease 
to cherish them. It is useless for me to tell you of 
the despotism ruling over the South, which has 
forced them now, as it were, into battle array 
against you. They are endeavoring to attack 
and to beat our troops before it is possible for the peo-
ple to respond to the last call of the General Govern-
ment. But, thank God they will he frustrated. We 
are ready to-day to meet them; and before they can 
advance five miles more we will have a hundred 

thousand more men at Washington; and the Irish 
Brigade will soon be there. As I announced to you 
at the commencement of my remarks, my sentiments 
are identical with those expressed in the call for 

this meeting—that the time for discussion has passed, 
and the time for action has come. The 69th Reg-
iment is here. We are tired, and wish to return to 
the armory to lay up our arms for a few hours, soon 

again to resume them. I will only keep you long 
enough to say that the 69th recruiting offices are 
open; and I want every good and patriotic citizen 
to interest himself in this matter. And to the Amer-
ican born I would say that no man shall be more 
proudly received, and I will even take the hand of a 
Know-Nothing. [Cheers.] Thanking you for your 
patience, allow me now to retire. Amid hearty and repeated cheers, Gen. Corcoran 
left the stand, and mounting his horse, departed 
with the 69th. 

GEN. H. WALBRIDGE'S SPEECH. 
Gen. H. Walbridge was then introduced, and was 

received with the greatest enthusiasm. After re-
peated cheers, he said: 

Mr. Mayor and Gentlemen: The firing of the 
first gun at Sumter changed every relation that had 
hitherto existed between the Rebels and the loyal 
men of the constitutional Union. [Cheers.] From 
that moment peaceful remedies were for the time 
being superseded, and it became at one a question 
of military force. [Cheers.] The failure to com-
prehend this conviction paralyzed our action during 
the greater part of the last year. A voice--['Tis too 
bad."] Not a single intimation has reached the 
North from any trustworthy quarter since the Rebel-
lion was inaugurated calculated to make us honestly 
believe that any peaceful adjustment of the present 
existing difficulties would be responded to on the 
part of the treasonable and Rebellious South. 



They have inaugurated bloody, desolating, 
merciless war. Knowing this fact, that 
man is insane who proposes at a crisis 
like this to suggest political remedies. [Loud and 
protracted cheering.] The Federal authority must 
be asserted and maintained by force while armed 
opposition to that authority continues. [Cheers, and 
"That's so."] Treason must be annihilated; trai-

tors must pay the just penalty of their crimes. 
["Good, good."] The constitutional authority must 
be reasserted over every inch of our territorial soil, 
and the soldier who goes out to battle for the integ-

rity of the Union must realize that he is not to be 
made the victim of extortion, outrage, and wrong. 
[That's right."] A careful husbandry of our re-

sources must take place, unnecessary expenditures 
must terminate, and public examples made of all 
who seek this opportunity to fatten on the misfortunes 
of the republic. [Cheers.] The public morals should 
be invigorated, while the public arms are strength-
ened. While the resources of the nation are freely 
given, the people willingly taxed, and the blood 
of its best citizens flowing in defense of the 
public liberties, it becomes the imperative duty of 
the Constitutional Government to demonstrate that 
the relative disproportion in wealth, resources and 
population, between the contending forces, should 

be the means of speedily terminating the struggle— 
[true, true]—and that every agency employed by 
the Rebels themselves should be brought into requisi-
tion to make the contest short and forever conclu-
sive. [Cheers.] Gen. Walbridge concluded by 
saying he had prepared some solutions which he 

would now submit, and if responsive to their views, 
he would request the Mayor to move for their adop-
tion. Cheer after cheer followed each resolution 
when read, and on being submitted by his Honor 

the Mayor, they were carried amid a most deafen-
ing applause. 

Resolved. That any man fails to pro... ...hend the 
great crisis through which the nation ... ...ing who 

does not realize that God himself is man... ...neral and 
political phenomena which this great, ... peo-
ple have thus far constantly displayed in ... constitut-
ional representative government, when ... with arms 
and violence by traitors who have most... enjoyed its 
benefits and protection. Resolved, That each seeming disaster has only more fully 
developed a higher courage, a loftier patriotism, a more thor-
ough and invincible determination, and more sublime devo-
tion on the part of the loyal, patriotic masses, for the pres-
ervation of the Union, for freedom, and for free government. 
Resolved, That in all these events we recognize the wisdom 
of Providence in disciplining and educating this vigorous 
young nation for the high destiny confided to it, of forever 
placing on an enduring basis individual and public liberty, 
and we conscientiously believe that, without this chastening 
discipline, we should now have been weakened by divided 
counsels, by conflicting opinions and unformed purposes, and 

the world would never have witnessed the sublime spectacle 
upon the altar of patriotism of the voluntary tender of more 

than a million of our hardy, patriotic, loyal sons, and the 
entire resources of more than twenty millions of an ac-
tive, enterprising, and industrious population, to quell this 

infamous rebellion and preserve the national existence; 
that if they fail, other men, still waiting, and equally pa-
triotic, shall hasten to avenge their deaths; all we ask in 
return is the restoration of our glorious Union; the right to 
hear, at the earliest possible moment, every incident that 
marks the varying fortunes of the struggles; the prudent hus-
bandry of our resources, the most rigid and vigilant economy 
in every department of the Government; that our brave and 
unrivaled troops be led by experience, skill and valor; that 
courage, capacity and fidelity be promptly rewarded; that 
partisan objects be banished while we are saving the national 
life, treason forever annihilated, traitors summarily punished, 
the Union preserved, the Constitution inviolable; any foreign 
interference promptly met with decisive, unequivocal, ener-
getic resistance, and every disturbing element swept with the 
besom of destruction that can in any degree interrupt the 
tranquility of the republic as it again becomes the acknowl-
edged representative of constitutional, well-regulated liberty 
in every quarter of the globe. 
Gen. Walbridge then moved that the following 
gentlemen be appointed a National War Committee 
(with power to add to their number and fill vacan-
cies) to represent the people of New-York in all that 
relates to obtaining and using the means for a vig-
orous prosecution of the war, and a speedy termina-
tion of the rebellion: 
Geo. Opdyke, Peter Cooper, Charles Gould, M. H . Grin-
nell, D. D. Field, Alex. T. Stewart, P. M. Wetmore, R. D. 
Lathrop, Michael Corcoran, Wm. Orton, J. A. Stevens, N. 
Knight, Isaac Sherman, Abram Wakeman, Andrew Kerrigan, 
R. M. Blatchford, James M. White, Wm. Curtis Noyes, D. 
Dows, A. C. Richards, Terrence Farley, Samuel Sloan, Ed. 
Pierrepont, J. Sturgis, H. W. Mali. 
The nominations were unanimously confirmed. 
Mayor Opdyke then read a letter from the Presi-
dent of the American Bank Note Company, tender-
ing in their behalf $2,000 to be used in raising vol-
unteers. 
Gen. Wetmore stated that the Mayor also con-
tributed $1,000; he also moved that Gen. Walbridge 
be added to the Committee, which was carried. 
SPEECH OF THE HON. MOSES F. ODELL. 
The Mayor next introduced the Hon. Moses F. 
Odell from Brooklyn, who said: CITIZENS of New-York--In days past in the history of this State, the people have assembled here in this Park time after time to do honor to the living, and to do honor to the dead; but never, in our history, has an assemblage gathered here with 



with more importance and significance than ... 
afternoon. The carpenter has left his jacket 
upon his bench, the merchant his ledger in the 
counting-room, and the lawyer his briefs; and what 
for? ["To stand for the Union."] That is it 
exactly. That is the response that comes 
from every patriot's heart--to stand for the 
Union. That is what I am here for, 
and that is the platform upon which I expect to stand 
while I live. Since I have been here, I have wished 
that the President of the United States, as honest and 
good a man as the sun shines upon, was here, to 
stand upon this platform, with every member of his 
Cabinet surrounding him. And I would humbly say 
to him, as the mouthpiece of this great City of New-
York, "Sir, we demand of you, the President of the 
United States, placed in your office under the Consti-
tution of the United States, that the armies in Vir-
ginia shall move onward [great applause], 
and that they shall not cease their onward 
movement until this flag shall wave in 
the Rebel capital, Richmond, and until the last 
Rebel shall lie low in the dust or ground his arms. 
[Renewed applause.] And in making this demand, 
I should only speak the sentiments of every loyal 
man in the city. I should say to him, with all re-
spect, that we of New-York City, and New-York 
State, have a right to demand this of him. In the 
beginning of this rebellion that city sprang to its feet, 
and poured out its treasure, and sent forth its young 
men by hundreds and by thousands. Our boys 
lie on soldiers graves upon every field where a battle 
for the Union has been fought. And we are con-
tinuing to send them. We are cheerfully respond-
ing all over the State to his appeal. [Applause.] 
That is not all. When Mr. Chase, the Secretary 
of the Treasury, wants money, what does he do? 
He goes to the railroad office and buys a through 
ticket for the City of New-York. [Applause.] And 
when he gets here he finds the moneyed men full of 
patriotism, full of heart, and ready to respond to his 
wants. Here I would say to the President: 
"Those armies of ours must move onward and for-ward. They must not stop at Richmond. They must go on to the Gulf." ["That's the talk."] This city will never be satisfied, will never feel that the cause of the Union and of the Constitution, and of the old flag, is vindicated, until that old flag shall wave again where it was struck down, on Fort Sumter. [Cheering.] This is the nation's crisis. There is an armed host against us, mighty in numbers, mighty in malevolence, mighty in wickedness; and it is for us as individuals to meet them. Men of wealth! you have a duty to perform. You have grown rich under the patronage of this Government; and now the country calls for your money. Not only till these brave boys before me go to the war, but give of your treasure to send them and to provide for their families. We want 

here the spirit that fills the soldier's heart as he 
stands before the enemy. We want that fire that per-
vades the heart of the gallant Col. McCook's mother. 
She told me, a few years ago, that she had six sons in the 
army, and one of them lay in the soldier's grave. 
Said I, "Madam, you have done your share in sus-
taining this Government." "Oh," said she, "had 

I six sons more, I would give them all." [Loud ap-
plause.] We want the spirit of a gallant son of 
New-York who was shot from his horse the other 
day, and when his comrades stopped to give him a 

drink he said," Never mind me; I die for my coun-
try; you go and follow your flag!" [Loud ap-
plause.] This is the spirit we want. Let us meet 
our responsibility and press onward in a mighty host 
until this Rebellion shall be crushed; and when by 
and by your gallant regiments shall come back cov-
ered over with glory, I hope to be here to greet 
them with you. [Great applause.] 

SPEECH OF THE HON. ISAAC N. ARNOLD OF 
ILLINOIS. 

The Hon. Mr. Arnold having been introduced, 
and three cheers having been given for the State of 
Illinois, he said: 

FELLOW CITIZENS: I wish to God that the Presi-
dent whom Illinois gave to the Union could be here 
to witness the patriotism of this vast assembly. In 
behalf of the Empire State of the West, I challenge 
the great Empire State of the East to a generous, 

patriotic emulation, to see which shall do most to 
sustain the flag of our country. Prior to the recent 
call Illinois had sent 70,000 of her gallant sons to 
the field, and you have heard from them from every 
battle-field of the West, and now they are coming 
from every prairie, every grove, and every stream 
of our State to give their lives in defense of 
the flag of their fathers. This sublime uprising of 
the people is one of the most glorious spectacles the 
world ever saw. It knows no nationality, no party; 
but the people everywhere rise as one man, deter-



mined that, cost what it may, in men or money, the 
flag of our fathers shall float over every inch of ter-
ritory belonging to the Union. [Applause.] And 
the Congress that has recently adjourned has enacted 
that every man that fights for the Stars and Stripes 
shall be at once recognized as a citizen of the Union, 
without any lapse of time. If there is any locality 
that should be determined to maintain the Union, 
it will be the great Empire State, and the States 
of the North-West. To us as to this city, 
the Union is a necessity. It can never be 
surrendered. We will never consent to a dissolution 
of the Union. ["Never," "Never."] I am as 
proud of t h e Empire State, my native State, as I 
am of my adopted State, I l l i n o i s . I want you to 
come up and do as much as Illinois—no, not quite, 
let us keep one step ahead of you [laughter and ap-
plause]—but we want you to be close to our heels. 
Will you do i t? ["Yes," "Yes."] I have no 
doubt you will. Not until this battle shall have been 
fought, and our banner shall float again from the 
Lakes to the Gulf, shall there be a party spirit to 
divide the great mass of the American people. 

WM. ROSS WALLACE read an ode upon the United 
States Flag in 1862, which was received with much 
cheering. 

Col. Nugent was next introduced, and made a 
stirring appeal for recruits for regiments now in the 

field. His remarks elicited the greatest enthusiasm, 
and when he asked those who were ready to enlist to 
hold up the right hand, the response was most aus-
picious for additions to the veteran regiments. 

SPEECH OF THE HON. JAMES A. BRIGGS. 
The Hon. Mr. Briggs said that it was worth 
something to be an American citizen. As the 

bronzed, sun-burned 69th passed by, the reflection 
had occurred to him that though born on foreign 
soil, any of them having a son born in this 

land, might live to see that son the President 
of the United States. If any men on earth ought to 

fight for the flag of the Union, it is Irishmen, and 
the descendents of Irishmen. They build our rail-
roads, dig our canals, build our bridges, and beautify 
everything; and now they should fight for that 
which they have created and made beautiful. [Ap-
plause.] 

SPEECH OF GEN. WRIGHT OF NEW-JERSEY. 
Gen. Wright of New-Jersey was introduced by 
Mr. Wetmore, and said that that State was doing her 
share in raising recruits for the Army of the Union. 

He proceeded to urge the duty to sustain the Presi-
dent in defending the property of the Union com-
mitted to his care. We could make no terms with 
traitors with arms in their hands. 

SPEECH OF MAJ. Z. PANGBORN. 
Maj. Pangborn, in the course of his speech, re-

ferred to what he had witnessed at Hilton Head, 
where they had destroyed their cotton and their 
crops, in consequence of the approach of the Yankee 

forces. The Union army had not gone there to sub-
jugate them; but if they persisted in their course, 
they would go there to subjugate them, and would 
make that country a desert like Sodom and Gomor-
rah. [Applause.] After a whole year of forbear-
ance, they are still more determined in their resist-
ance than ever they were. 
John A. McGorley was introduced as Major of 
the Dutch Brigade, and made humorous address, 
partly in German and partly in English, but declared 
that his "father was an Irishwomans." [Great 

laughter.] 
Francis S. Lambert eloquently adressed Irish-

men, appealing to them to come forward and never 
let the flag of our country trail in the dust, and never 

to cease their efforts until the leaders of the rebellion 
should be punished and justice should be done to 
Corcoran. He believed that the rebellion would 
never close until the Government should wake up to 
see that Slavery stands in the way of the Union. 

SPEECH OF GEN. FOSTER OF N. C. Gen. Foster of N. C. was introduced, and greeted 
with three cheers for his State. He appealed to the 
people of the North to come to the rescue of the 
suffering people of that State. The large majority 
of the people of North Carolina are Union men, but 
they are surrounded, oppressed, and borne down 
under the barbarism of Jeff. Davis and his satel-
lites. It is necessary that our strong arm should be 
extended there for their deliverance. If any were 
unwilling that the black man should be allowed to 
fight, the way to exclude him was to enlist them-
selves, to prevent the necessity. If enough white 
men would come forward and enlist, there would be 
no need of asking the negro to fight the battles of 
freedom for us. We need men, not for the subjuga-
tion, but for the deliverance of the South. If the 
army of North Carolina now fighting under the 
Confederate banner could be protected by our 
forces, they would rally en masse under the Stars 
and Stripes, and the conquest in favor of the Union 
would be immediately assured. [Loud applause.] 
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