
THE OLD COMMANDER DEAD 
——-

G e n . Sumnel JR. Per I>e, the CoUnpl of the 
] o l d l i n n K . i x i i m n t X . V . . Volunteer*, 

t*i»s»ea A w a v — S k e t c H of H i s Active I.tfo— 
F u n e r a l Serv ices . 
Wednesday m o r n i n g , at his home, i n 

South B r o a d Street , Gen. Samuel K. 
P e r L e e , the veteran commander of the 
o ld 114th l l eg i inent . 'New York Vokra-
ters surrendered to the adversary that 
never knows defeat. JFor a number of 
years, his health has been impaired and 
his step feeble. L a s t week T h u r s d a y 
ho was at his place of business as 
usual . T h a t evening; lie took a r ide 
a n d became ch i l l ed . Symptous of con ­
gestion of the bowels complicated w i t h 
heart trouble manifested themselves. 
H i s impaired v i ta l i ty was nnable to re­
sist the inroads of the disease. He grew 
worse rap id ly . Wednesday m o r n i n g 
the end came. 

G e n . P e r L e e has been a conspiouous 
c i t izen; of N o r w i c h for near ly a half 
century. , H e was b o r n i n A m e n i a , 
Dutchess County , N . Y . , on the 10th 
day of inlay, 1819, a n d consequently had 
passed his seventy-first b i r thday . H i s 
parents wore W a l t e r a n d H a r r i e t P e r 
L e e . I n 1834 he came to Chenango 
C o u n t y and entered as a c lerk the store 
of Sandford vfc Hansford , M r . Sandford 
being his brother- in- law. H e r e he r e ­
mained two years a n d then obtained 
employment i n the 6tore of Sandford & 
Purely. H o remained w i th this firm t i l l 
18H8,. when he formed a partnership 
wi t l i the late Por te r Wood , whose store 
was the one now occupied by S. A . Jones . 
Mo continued w i t h M r . W o o d u n t i l 
1812, when he associated himself w i t h 
his brother-in-law", the late ThomaB M i l -
ner. T h e partnership was cont inued 
t i i l 1847, when he took the business into 
his own hands and conducted i t i n a 
h i g h l y successful manner. U p o n re ­
ce iv ing from the Cana l B o a r d of the 
State of New Y o r k tho appointment of 
Super intendent of the Chenango Cana l , 
he re t i red from merchanti le business 
and devoted himself to the duties of his 
office, w h i c h his good judgment and 
fidelity enabled h i m to discharge i n a 
most satisfactory manner. H e he ld the 
posit ion of Snper intendant for two 
years and then purchased of the late 
Jonathan Wel l s the large store house 
then situated on the canal near the 
L a s t Street bridge, and now owned and 
occupied by It. 1>. E a t o n , and engaged 
in the forwarding business. A s a k i n d 
and ob l ig ing man, he won himself hosts 
of friends, but was subjected through 
these traits to many pecuniary losses as an underwriter . 



H o roil) in nod i u the storage and for­
warding business u n t i l Pres ident L i n ­
coln's call for men i u 18(>2. W h e n i t 
was known that Chenango C o u n t y 
would attempt to raise a regiment , he 
prompt ly offered his services to the 
Governor . C o l . E . B . S m i t h , who had 
been selected by the War Committee 
for Colonel of the new regiment, 
recommended M r . P e r L e e . for the 
position of Adjutant of the 114th R e g i ­
ment, and he was commissioned J u l y 

18(>2. H e was l ikewise assigned 
t h e duties of M u s t e r i n g Officer and 
A c t i n g Quartermaster. H e at once 
began the arduous labor of o rgan iz ing 
the regiment. H e succeeded so we l l 
that, as u mark of the ir hi#h apprecia­
t ion, the officer*) of the l ine recom­
mended that he bo commissioned 
L ieutenant Colone l , w h i c h was done. 
J u s t before; the departure of the r e g i ­
ment for the he ld , the c i t izens of N o r ­
wich presented h i m with a beauti ful 
sword, sash, belt and horse equipments. 

H e went to the front w i th the r eg i ­
ment and OH L ieutenant Colonel ,served i n 
the first and second Teche campaigns, 
h'or the greater port ion of the t ime ho 
was in command of the regiment. U p o n 
the death of C o l . S m i t h he was promot ­
ed Colone l , his commission dat ing from 
J u n e r.Jih, his muster from August 26th, 
1868. Af ter the ret irement of-the r e g i ­
ment from P o r t H u d s o n a n d its r e t u r n 
to Brashear C i t y , he was appointed 
commandant of the post. Several 
times he was temporar i ly i n command 
of the brigade of which his regiment 
formed a part. 



C o l . P e r L e e was w i t h h i s reg iment 
through sill its vicissitudes and tr iumphs . 
Ho was noted for cool bravery 
and earnest dar ing . Near F r a n k l i n , 
L a . , he quieted a panic aroused by an 
unexpected attack of gueri l las on the 
rear guard and was compl imented by the 
commanding general for his bravery . 

T h e courage shown at that t ime won 
h i m a h i g h place i n the hearts 
of his m e n . " says Pe l l e t i n h i s 
history. A t Opcquan , he placed 
himself at the head of his com­
mand and led his men to battle. I n 
this engagement, the 114th saved the 
day,and C o l . l>er L e e was twice wounded 
i n the s ide b y a fragment of shel l and 
i n the throat b y a min ie ba l l , i t passing 
ent ire ly through h is neck, i n d i c t i n g a 
severe and dangerous wound. Some 
idea of the Beverity of the f ight ing is 
gained from the fact that three-fifths of 
the men he took into the f ight were 
either k i l l e d or wounded. H e r e t u r n e d 
wi th his command i n J u n e , 1865. P e w 
regimental commanders ever left the 
service w i t h the good w i l l of so large a 
port ion of his enlisted men as C o l . P e r 
L e e , aud few reg imenta l commanders 
labored more fa i th fu l ly for the comfort 
of h i s c o m m a m l . H e was recommend­
ed by Generals D w i g h t , E m o r y and 
Sher idan for promot ion a n d was brevet-
ted as Br igadier Genera l of U n i t e d 
States Volunteers for his " g a l l a n t a n d 
meri tor ious services d u r i n g the w a r . " 

U p o n the establishment of peace he 
again entered into the f orward ing bus i ­
ness and cont inued i t t i l l the abandon­
ment of the Chenango Cana l necessarily 
put an end to i t . S ince then he has 
bought produce for commission houses 
in N e w Y o r k . H e always took an active 
interest i n pol i t ics . I n 1856 he was 
elected .Supervisor of N o r w i c h and i n 
1866 was chosen C o u n t y Treasurer of 
Chenango C o u n t y . 



H o was twice marr i ed . H i s f irst 
wife, Miss M a r i a M i t c h e l l , was a daugh­
ter of D r . H e n r y M i t c h e l l and sister of 
J o h n M i t c h e l l , E s q . T h r e e c h i l d r e n 
were the f ru i t of this marriage, George 
E . , now of N e w Y o r k and the sole sur­
v ivor ; M i t c h e l l , and Hat t i e , who was the 
wife of W . S. H e w i t t , E s q . H i s second 
wife was M i s s M a r y H u t c h i n s o n , of 
U t i c a . She d ied some two years ago. 

T h e funeral w i l l be he ld f r om his late 
residence this ( F r i d a y ) afternoon at 1 
o'clock. T h e b u r i a l services w i l l be in 
charge of S m i t h Post , G . A . B . The 
M e m o r i a l H a y procession will be 
formed as usual , bu t w i l l halt in front 
of C o l . P e r Lee ' s residence and receive 
the dead commander. Upon a r r i v i n g 
at M t , H o p e Cemetery , the c ommi i ta l 
w i l l take place, w h i c h w i l l be followed 
by the usual M e m o r i a l D a y services. 
S u r v i v i n g officers of the 114th have 
been selected for pall bearers. 

M a j o r O. H . Curt igs sent the follow­
i n g te legram npon b e i n g noti f ied of CoL 
P e r Lee ' s death : 

W A S H I N G T O N , May 29th, 1890. 
W. I t . S t o d d a r d : — ak-_ 

Impossible to attend. Bury him with hon­
or". Cover his (frsve with floWors. The, time 
is n rtin g. O . H . OCRTI8S. j> 


