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A BRIEF SKETCH
1732 REGIMENT N. Y. V.

Tue One Hundred wud Seventy-third Regiment New York
Volunteers was organized ut Brooklyn, L. I, November 10, 1362,
by Colonel C. B. Morton. It was known as the Fourth Regiment
Metropolitan Brigade. On cutering upon active daty, it was as-
signed to General Banks' expedition, and followed him to the
Department of the Gulf in detachments. In February, 1863,
the regiment being finnlly united was attached to the Seecond Bri-
gade, commanded by General Paine, and in General Emory’s Div-
ision, Nineteenth Army Corps. With the exception of a short
perod, it always remained under the command of General
Emf)ry, until the discontinuance of the Nineteenth Army Corps,
in the Shenandoah Vulley during the winter of 1864-5.

The regiment took an nctive part in all the severe struggles in
the Department of the Gulf. It was conspicuouns for its gal-
lantry during General Banks' operatious up the Teche col b8
in Western Louisiana.  In the Battle of Bisland, April 12th and
13th, it bore a distinguished part; so much so as to win the
encominms of General Emory, who, in a general order, thanked
them for their bravery, and ordered the word “Bisland" to be
inscribed upon the regimental flag.

This campaign soon after resulted in the siege and surrender
of Port Hudson, which was closely invested by our troops—cross-
ing upon the North side almost simultaneously with General
Grant’s flank movement upon Vicksburg. General Emory being
at this time in command of New Orleans, the division was eom-
manded by General Paine. The regiment took its share in the

ments, on May 25th and 27th, and especially in the fierce
sssanlt June 14, 1863, The regiment went into action with three -
hundred men, rank and fila; out of this number five com-
missioned officers and one hundred non<ommissioned officers
and privates were killed and wounded  Among the badly
wounded was the division commander, General Halbert B Paine,
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hok and bloody work of driving the enemy within his entrench- °
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who was struek in the leg while gallantly leading his men into
action. While prostrated on his bed in the hospital he wrote
the subjoined eongratulatory letter to the regiment -

[Cory.]
Horer, Diev. New Orripaxs, La

. JuTy 184, 1RF3
Ofices and Soldie=s of the One Hundred and Seveniy-third Regiment New To-lk

Velunteers :

The fortunes of war having protably withdrawn von permanentiy from my
eomizand. I eanna: withoul vislence fo sy own feeiinz: refrain from expressing
to veu at this time my high appreciation of the galluntry and exalted nilitary
gnalities you exbibited while I bad the bonor 10 command yon.

Diring the temporary inactivity to which my disability consigns me. I <hall
ob=erve with the davpest interest the carecr of yonr regiment, not from any anx-
iety p# 10 your future bebavior. but from an earnest wish to the regiment with
“which my own icterests have been £o closely identified. enjoying new honors. in
addition to those already so gallantly and laboriously won.

Whatever duties may henceforth devolve upon me In the progress of 1his war.
whatever circumsiances may surround me after its close. T ghall alware remem-
ber with pride. that I have commanded the Second Brigade,

Permi: me to assure you, one and all, of my sincere desire for your fature
suceess and prosperity.

Very respectfulls, rours,
HALBERT E PAINE,

Brigadier-General,

U Cor twerty days the balance of the regiment held the rifle-

pits on the most exposed front, sheltered from the enemy’s deadiy
fire with the unburied bodies of their comrades, who had fallen
on the 14th, and to bury whom the enemy malignantly refused to
grant a flag of truce.

Port Hudson surrendered July 8, 1863, and due honors were
paid to the memories of Captain Cochen, Lieutenant Shea, and
others of the gallant dead. Mnajor Galway was mortally womni-

_ed, snd soon after died. The history of the siege has lately Leen
3 published by General Bunks in ferms true and just.
~ After Port Hudson, the regiment formed s portioun of the
ei_ght susand men sent under Genernl Frunklin to attack Sa-
bine Pass This expedition, for some unknown reasom, fniled,
and the regiment was sent to New Orleans.  Duving the fall of

1863, it was engaged in the second Teche campaign. Tt partici- -

pated in the following engngements :  Vermillion, October  9th §
Carmon &ow Bn‘\'(n‘l, Oct{}b(}l' 156th i and Venuillion ]'Iuhm'
November 11th.

During the winter of 18634, the regiment roceived nu addi-
tion
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ai:'l.ll:h:@ ou its I{mu:th c::luupnfgn, up the Red River. In this disas-
trous wovemout it hove w distinguished part, being crgaged in fone
of the most manguinary engagements which Imtmv has recordel
At Hubine Cross Roads, April Sth, the Ope Huudeed and Seve uty-
third and the One Hundred and Sixty-second New York Vilio-
tecrs worn in the frout line and on the extreme left of the division,
which was commandal hy General Emory,  Both regiments aided
in the roat pnd vepulse of the enety at Pleasant Hill, Apri v,
156, The Oue Hundred and Seveuiy-thivd, togetber with the bri-
gade, held the front line —in [net, they were the outlying ad-
vunce-gnard of the sriny. Tho encmy was enabled, in the dense
wood that concenled his movements, to pour a destructive fire
iuto their ranks, but they tenaciously Leld their ground, resisting
the terrific onsluught bravely. Our brigade commander, Colouel
Lewis Benedict, fell at this tire, completely riddled with bullets
The regiment was, however, nearly surrounded, but managed 1w
cut. its way through and escape, but not without losing two
bungdred ont of four hundred men. Lieutenant-Colonel Green,
an pfficient and estimable officer, received here bis death-wound.
Yutwlthbtaudmg the severe loss already sustained, the battle-
scarred veterans participated in the battle of Cane River, April
23d~the One Hundred and Scveuty-third, One Hundred and Sis
second, anl.l, One Hundred and Sixty-fifth New York, and the
Thirtieth Maine Volunteers, muade one of the most brilliant bayonet
churges npon the enemy, putting him to rout. In this charge the
regiwent lost the brave Captain Lee, aud the brigade commaz.der.
Colunel Fessenden, lost a leg. The official report of the C.m-
wanding General confirm the heroic bearing of the regireut.
General Bauks, in a letter to Colonel Peck, says: *The wiluir at

S, Monett's Bluff, April 23d, was one of the most daring and import-

ant actions of the entire campaign. It secured to the army a safe
passage for its retreat, unmolested by the enemy.”

_ At Alexandria, the men labored m~rht and day in constructiny
Lhe famous dam, which fnally extricated the gunboat fe tils
from'its perilous position. On the 16th of Mar, it participatel
in the aptillery battle of Mansura. The regiment numbered ab- at
one hundred and fifty men on arriving at Morganza, havivs lost
three hundred and fifty officers and men during the Red River
campaign.

The regiment was transferred in July, 1864, with the Nizcteenth
Army Corps, to the Army of the Potomae, and was siationed for
a shart time at Bermuda Hundred. It participated in an engage-
ment at Deep Bottom. The brigade to which it was sttachei was
badly managed and won no laurels, but, notwithstanding, the regi-
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i“ﬂa brevetted Brigadier and Muojor-Genernl, on the regommenda-
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ment was unexceptional in its conduct. It shortly afterwards was
sent with the Corps (Nineteenth) and the Sixth Corps to the re-
lief of Washington. The brilliant and ever-memorable victories
under Sheridan in the Shenandoah Valley were participated in by
the Third Brigade. At Cedar Creek it held the post of reserve,
and returned a large number of stragglers, to duty with their re-
spective regiments in the front.

It may not be too much to assume that the brilliant result of
the battle of Cedar Creck was a tower of strength in the redlec-
tion of President Lincoln—it was a bright spot in one of the
darkest hours. All who participated under Sheridan, may justly
be proud of their share of the laurels of his victories, which won
for all immortal renown.  After the departure of Sheridan to re-
join General Grant, the regiment was temporarily attached to the
First Division, First Army Corps, commanded by General Han-
cock. Immediately after the assassination of President Lincoln,
April 14, 1865, it was assigned to the defence of Washington. It
participated in the grand review May 25, 1865—representing the
Army of the Shenandoal. In June following, it was ordered to
join the Second Division, (Grover’s,) at Savannsh, Georgia, where
it remained until the expiration of its term of service.

Colorel Peck first entered the service June 1, 1861, as Captain
of '"Company K, First Regiment Loug Island Volunteers, (known
us the Beecher Regiment.) He fought with his company at
Yorstown, Williamsburg, Fair Oaks nud Seven Pines, Garnett's
Furni and seven days’ buttles.  He was severely wounded at Mal-
vera HIL - T ke foregoing battles his compnny of sixty-six men
lnd Jost forty-three kilied and wounded.  Captun Peck, on re-
covering, became Lieutenant-Colonel of the One Hundred and
Seventy-third Regiment, and, Mareh 15, 1863, Colonel in pluee of
Morton resigned.  Colonel Peek commanded the brigade at Part
Hudsm and during part of the Red River eampayrn. For -
portant serviees rendeved at Ficher's Hill and Cedar Creck e

hon of Genernl Sheridan,

Go]pnel Peck promulgated tiu- following onler on the dikhand
ment of the regiment :

Broosuys, Oclohes 30th, 1865
Oivers and Soldiers of the Our Hundred and Serenty-tiird Reginent Xew Y
Velunteers ;

The day and the hour hax arrived for the disbendinent of our segpinent,  Our eou:
try no longer, peads our eervices. I it ever does, we know Luw 1o respond, (.
three years ago yon nobly came forward and enrolled yourerlven us soldlers Ilndrr u
brightest bunner thlt. ever fioated over the treops of any nation,
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Yon had no enticement of honnty —no allurement of daszling sictory: bat trme to
yoursalves, your countey, and tho Jearest Interests of damanar Laring the darkeat
hour of the war, you made 4 flym resvlve to stand by the fag of sur tathers, and you
liave carrled 6 trlumplianty through naay @ blowdy battle, untd our nationabity haa
Lo sovured and placed high above the rench of rebels, and var repullic made grest
aind lorlous and recnarable forever,

: To meis #u tharanghly trivd as the membern of e One Hundned and Bevents-third
? thin I wn aecacion fur juy.  The record of our regieeent 4 an secimalation of honors,
__" 1ta battles —whether oun the Teche, ot Port Hudson, ca the {ed Biver, or in the hi~ton-
s cul Sheaoplvah—have been vietaricd, save at one eagsgement, where, Indecd, belure
yielding, you Lost two handred and (hirty-one men oat of Gve hundred.
In the language of our Llentenant-General, * 5 30 marchea, seges, and battlss—in
distance, duration, und brillianey of fe<ult —dim the lu-tze of the wurld’s past military
achievementa,”  Slavery has beon trampled out of existence. Free lsbor exists
through your patient and patrivtic endeavors. A future of ==exampled prosperity
awaits you and your children, whose proudest memory will be the part you have taken
in the sacred cause of liberty and univn, '

Soldiers! we cannot disband without deing reverence to our donored dead. Their
y honea are bleaching on fiteern hattle-flells,  Six huzdred of yowr ¢omrades have zge-
S & cumbed to death o permum nt disdbility, and of the two hundred and fty survivors

present, more thaa fifty bear the scara of honurable woanda, Naimes are invidious
E where all have done well. For your preservation give thaaks to God, who has
brought you safely once more to your fanilied and to pesceful pursuits.

Dlcers and soldiers! deeply do [ feel this sundering of our military relationz. |
whall ever bear in mind your patience on the march, bravery in “altle, your discipline,
and the high regard you bave always manifested towards me. Let your brilliant
record remain uptarnished, for we have now reverently deposited the tattered and
scarred colors we so long carriedl in the archives of the State. Thus must we stand
proudly before the world, conscious of the appreval of car coazarymen, knowing that
our deeds and acticns and our bloodshed have not been in vain

OMcers and soldiers of the One Hundred and Seventy-third! {bid you an aifection-
ate farewell. Long may yoa live and prosper, and 'sng live our repablie !

Iewr M. Pecx, Cidomel Commanding.
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$ ENGAGEMENTS
Bisland, La., April 12th and 13th, 18634.) Pleasant Hill. La. April 9th, 1854,
Port Hudson, La., May 24th to July 8tb,| Mone's Bluff, La. April 23d. 1364
. 1863, Magsnra Plain, La. May 16th, 1364
%Y Vermillion Skiemish, La., Oct.9th, 1868, | Deep Boltom, Va. Jaly, 1564,
Cargion Crow Bayin, La, Oct. 15th, 1863.| Opequan. Va., September 19th, 1864,
{ Yemmlliion Plains. La.. Nov. LIth, 1263, | Fisher's Hill, Vao September 22d. 1364,
S Cross Rouds, Lo, April bth, 1864, Cedar Crevk. Vao October 10th, 1864.

EXPEDITIUNE
In Village, La., Feb. 18th, 1863. Deep Bottom, aini the Army of the Po-
B Brldge. La, April 21st, 1863 tomae, July. 1554,
Bayow, west of Opelousas.| Washiagton D. C_anl Monocaey Jine-
to 2ith, 1863, ton. August. 1264,
Wi, - Army of the Shemandoah
J 3
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