
NEW YORK STATE MILITARY MUSEUM 
INTERVIEW - JEAN KAHN PAUL 

MARCH 18, 2003

MALE VOICE: This is an interview at the Comfort 
Inn, Brooklyn, New York. It is March 18, 2003, approximately 
3:30 p.m. The interviewers are Mike Russert (phonetic) and 
Wayne Clark.

Could you give me your full name, date of birth, 
and place of birth, please?

JEAN KAHN PAUL: My full name is Jean Kahn Paul. 
Date of birth is 8/29/18. Anything else you want to know?

MALE VOICE: Place of birth, please.
JEAN KAHN PAUL: Oh, New York City.
MALE VOICE: All right. What kind of educational 

background did you have prior to entering the service?
JEAN KAHN PAUL: I was a high school graduate.
MALE VOICE: Okay.
JEAN KAHN PAUL: Oh, wait. No, wait a minute. A 

high school graduate, and then nurse training.
MALE VOICE: Okay. Do you remember where you were 

and what your reaction was to the news about Pearl Harbor?
JEAN KAHN PAUL: That's a difficult question
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JEAN KAHN PAUL: Not really, no.
MALE VOICE: You just wanted to get out?
JEAN KAHN PAUL: Yes.
MALE VOICE: Okay. Could you tell us when did you 

go into the Army Nurse Corps?
JEAN KAHN PAUL: I went in in '42 I believe. Yes.

I went in '42 or '43. I got out in '46. This I know.
MALE VOICE: Okay. Well, where did you go —  where 

did you sign up for this, and where did you go for training?
JEAN KAHN PAUL: I first went to Camp Kilburn 

(phonetic). That's where I was assigned, which is a ‘ 
(inaudible), however, I went there on limited service because 
I'm a little bit cockeyed, and at that time they were only 
taking people who were really healthy. So I stayed there on 
limited service for about a year, year and a half, something 
like that. I don’t have the exact dates unless you need 
them.

MALE VOICE: No. That's —
JEAN KAHN PAUL: And then it got to the point where 

the chapter said they needed more bodies almost anyvplace.
So I went overseas. I wanted to go overseas, and I was
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MALE VOICE: And how did you get across to England?
JEAN KAHN PAUL: A big boat. We went to —  let's 

see. We landed in Liverpool, and they took us right down to 
Birmingham where we were filling in for a few months I think.
I've lost track of that.

MALE VOICE: That's all right.
JEAN KAHN PAUL: And then gradually we worked our 

way down to the south of England, and right after the 
invasion —  actually, we were —  we got to France D plus '42.
That was after the invasion. Where we were we could hear 

the gliders going over head all the time.
MALE VOICE: Before you went over to France, did 

your unit receive any of the casualties from counter 
landings?

JEAN KAHN PAUL: No, no. We had a ball.
MALE VOICE: What was your life like in England 

while you were there?
JEAN KAHN PAUL: It was fairly quiet. We didn't —  

as I recall, we didn't have any special training. I guess it 
was assumed that we had all the training that was necessary 
because the unit that I joined had already been in training
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JEAN KAHN PAUL: Something like that, yes. Might 
have been fewer. I don't remember.

MALE VOICE: And were you set up in large tents?
JEAN KAHN PAUL: Yes. We lived in pyramidal tents, 

five or six of us in a tent with a stove in the middle.
MALE VOICE: So how often did you move, do you 

recall? You stayed pretty much behind the lines and moved 
forward?

JEAN KAHN PAUL: We moved fairly frequently. 
Sometimes we would be in one place for a couple of weeks. 
Sometimes we would be there only one week. We never knew. 
They told us, and the men would take our tents and set them 
up at the next place.

MALE VOICE: Did you have your own trucks with you 
or —  what Army unit were you assigned with?

JEAN KAHN PAUL: It was First Army until we got 
into Germany, and then we became part of the Third Army, 
General Patton.

MALE VOICE: Okay. Did you have your own trucks to 
carry your gear around with you, or were they —

JEAN KAHN PAUL: We rode in these big six by sixes.
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simply sick, sick, sick, you know, and not wounded went to 
the station hospitals.

MALE VOICE: Could you describe the work in the 
surgical unit, if you could?

JEAN KAHN PAUL: It was —  we operated on anybody 
who came in. Did you ever watch "MASH?"

MALE VOICE: Yes.
JEAN KAHN PAUL: It's like that. It was like that 

We worked in tents, and most —  at the very beginning most 
of our —  I think most of our patients did very well because 
they were young and they were healthy, and they hadn’t been 
in too long. We assisted the doctors, and all you did was 
change your clothes and change your gown and go to the next 
table because they weren't separate units or anything like 
that, and we had enlisted men working with us who were 
fantastic. They were medical aides or whatever they called 
them at that time, kids who had never had any training, but 
they learned somehow, and I can't believe how much learned 
and how well they did.

MALE VOICE: Did you have enough medical supplies
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How would you say your —  you know, you mentioned 
the "MASH" television series. How was your unit compared to 
that? Was there --

JEAN KAHN PAUL: Well, they were a little closer. 
"MASH" was an immobile surgical hospital. We were an 
evacuation hospital, so I guess we were the next in line.

MALE VOICE: Okay. So those that were wounded went 
to a MASH unit, and then they would be brought to your unit?

JEAN KAHN PAUL: I don't know. That was Korea.
MALE VOICE: Yes, but I was wondering if —
JEAN KAHN PAUL: They had them set up I think.
MALE VOICE: Did they have something like that or 

were you the first?
JEAN KAHN PAUL: I think —  let’s see. There were 

medical (inaudible) and then there was something between us 
and the front. I don't remember what it was.

MALE VOICE: So you received —
JEAN KAHN PAUL: We —
MALE VOICE: —  patients that had already been 

somewhat taken care of?
JEAN KAHN PAUL: A little bit, yes.
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and people like that, the musicians, you know, keep folks 
happy.

MALE VOICE: So you got to see a few USO shows?
JEAN KAHN PAUL: Yes.
MALE VOICE: Can you tell us about some of those?
JEAN KAHN PAUL: The shows, I don't remember seeing 

any of those. I just remember seeing Ingrid Bergman coming 
in the morning for breakfast. She was gorgeous.

MALE VOICE: Okay. You received —  I notice you 
received four bronze stars.

JEAN KAHN PAUL: Our whole unit did from the —  

what do they call it? I didn't get any personally. This was 
all from the places where we were.

MALE VOICE: Okay. When you returned to the United 
States, did you keep in contact with anyone that was with you 
in your unit?

JEAN KAHN PAUL: For a couple of years my unit was 
having reunions, and then we sort of lost a few of them, and 
but most of them were from out of town anyway, so I guess it 
wasn't very convenient for them to come into New York. I 
kept in contact with a few of them for a while, and then sort
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JEAN KAHN PAUL: Yes.
MALE VOICE: Can you hold them up to the camera?
JEAN KAHN PAUL: Oh, please. That's kind of hard.
MALE VOICE: There's nothing wrong with those

pictures.
JEAN KAHN PAUL: (Inaudible) showing Elizabeth 

Taylor now.
MALE VOICE: Do you know where those were taken?
JEAN KAHN PAUL: One was taken in Germany. I think 

this one was taken in Germany. This one I think was probably 
taken in (inaudible) because it's a formal uniform, and we 
didn't wear formal uniforms.

MALE VOICE: Now, in this book -- you kept 
referring to this book that I'm holding up. Now, you have a 
chapter in that book you said?

JEAN KAHN PAUL: Yes.
MALE VOICE: Okay. There's an interesting picture 

in there too.
JEAN KAHN PAUL: Oh, yes. Sitting in part of our - 

- in our bathing suits, which we made.
MALE VOICE: Can you tell us —  if you hold it up

15



INTERVIEW - JEAN KAHN PAUL
MARCH 18, 2003

still in German with the Special Service Company, and he said 
he wanted to get married, and that was the only place. He 
was set up (inaudible) so they brought me over there. We got 
married there.

MALE VOICE: Now, he was an officer also?
JEAN KAHN PAUL: He was an officer, and he had sort 

of —  we hacj leapfrogged one another all the way across 
France and Germany. It was (inaudible) because he —  as an 
officer, he could only tell where my unit was stationed, so 
he could follow me, coming out of this big truck, and there 
he was.

MALE VOICE: Okay.
JEAN KAHN PAUL: That's it?
MALE VOICE: Yes.

* * * * * * *
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